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THE

PREFACE,

CHRISTIAN READER,
^

THE Do£l:rines of Grace, of which this

Book treats, are the Truths of GOD:
Our Author has defended them in a mafterly

Manner. He has not only proved them to be

plainly revealed in the Scriptures, but has alio

fhevyn that they are of fuch conllant Ufe to the

Children of GOD, that without the ftedfafl:

Belief of them, they cannot go on their Way
rejoicing. It is from thefe Doctrines only that

fettled Peace can rule in the Confcience, the

Love of GOD be maintained in the Heart, and

a Converfation kept up in our Walk and War-

fare, as becometh the GofpeL It is from them

that all good Works proceed, and that all Fruits

of Holinefs abound, to the Praife of the Glory

of the Grace of GOD. ^

In the practical View of thefe Points,

Elisha Coles is Angularly excellent. He has

brought theie deep Things into daily Ufe, and

has proved them to be abiolutely Necefiary in

A 2 . daily
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daily Experience. They are Truths, and ufe-

ful Truths. On thefe two Accounts his Book

has been greatly efteemed by real Chriftiaas :

And on thefe I would recommend it, as ap-

proved in mine own Judgment to be agreeable to

the Oracles of GOD, and found to be of fuch

conftant Ufe, that until I received them, I

could not enjoy the Bleffings and Comforts of

the precious Gofpel,

Opposition to thefe Doctrines will be made

fo long as there are People in the World, who
place fome Confidence in the Flefh 5 fuch as are

pleafed with their own Works, and fond of takr.

ing Merit to themfelves. But the Word ofGOD
is not of doubtful Interpretation to thofe who
rejoice in CHRIST JESUS. They are thank-

ful for a Free-grace Salvation, and while they

enjoy* the Things which accompany it, with

their Lips and Lives they defire to blefs the

GOD of all their Mercies.

A NEW Edition being called for, I was re-

quefted to recommend it to my Friends, which

I do from my Heart. I wifli it may be as ufe-

ful to all who read it, as it has been to me. May
the LORD blefs it, and render it the Means of

building up liis People in their moll Holy Faith 1

WILLIAM ROMAINE,



TO THE

CHRISTIAN READER.

THIS excellent Treatife, containing clivers

prime points of our religion, which belie-

vers fouls do live upon every day, and in the

lively fenfe whereof, with application to them-

felves, they enjoy and exercife fweet commu-
nion with GOD the Father, and his Son JESUS
CHRIST, the Mediator of the new covenant,

upon thofe better hopes, and furer promifes, of

the dodlrines here treated of; doth fufEciently

commend itfelf to fuch as are thoroughly ac-

quainted with, and experimentally exercifed ia

thefe things.

I HAVE known the Author long (full twenty

eight years) to have had a fpirit greatly addided

to, and affefted with, the favoury knowledge of

the truths here delivered. And though he hath

not had the ufe and help of foreign languages,

wherein thefe points have been moflly written;

yet I may fay of him (as i Tim. iv. 6.) *' He
*^ hath been long nouriflied up in the words of

** faith and good do6lrine;'* and thereunto he

hath fo far attained, as to be able to cut the

flrongeft finews of the principal obje£lions which

the adverfaries have invaded thefe truths with,

^nd further^ to eftablifh the poiitiye truth, hath

backed
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backed and confirmed the fame by folld argu-

ments, and pertinent Scriptures genuinely ex-

explained and opened. And, which to me is yet

more, he hath extraded the moft fpiritual quick-

ening- cordials, which the doctrine of Grace and

Eledion afFords plenty of, whereby to comfort

^U forts of believers: exhorting and dire<aing

the whole company and body of them, how to

manage their faith between GOD and their own

fouls, in point of Eledion : perfuading them all

to commit and betake themfelves wholly to

GOD's carrying on their lalvation, in the way

of Eledion : and all along hath ftrewed his dif-

courfe with ufeful exhortations and applications

of the doftrines he does deliver ; mixing ufes

for pradlce, with the rational difcuffions, and

the rnggeder controverfials; which hath been a

defe<^ complained of in others, to the reproach

cf the doftrlne itfelf ; and made an argument,

that the doctrine is not true, feeing cmne verum

€Jl bonumy and both are inleparable afftftions of

beln^. Upon thefe and the like confiderations,

I do heartily commend this treatife to the judi-

cious reader, nothing doubting, but that it will

fatisfy the weakeft Chrlftians, as it hath appro-

ved itfelf to feveral Divines; hoping alfo, that

this edition will do as much good to men's fouls

as the former editions have done. The bleffing

of heaven go with it.

THOMAS GOODWIN.-
April ir, 1678.



T O T H E

CHRISTIAN READER.

npHE doarines in this Treatife declared and

-^ vindicated, have exerclfed the thoughts

and beft abilities of many learned men. The

oppofition made againft them by the Pelagians

of old, excited divers of the ancients to their juft

defence; whereby they received that light and

eftablifhment, as for many ages the church re-

mained in the quiet poffeffion and belief of them j

until (of late) the Jefuits, and Socinians, and

fome others, confpired again to fupplant them;

and therein had (probably) prevailed erenow,

had not the LORD ftirred up the fpirits of

many and great perfons to ftand on his fide, and

help to maintain that quarrel of his covenant.

It is not unworthy our notice, and deepeft re-

fentment, how zealoufly affefted fome men are

in behalf of fuch tenets as ftand in dlreft oppo-

fition to the grace of GOD, and their own eter-

nal happinefs ; how they fpare neither arts nor

ealumnies to difgrace the aflertors of thofe very

truths that makeup the myftery of godlineis;

yea, to fcandalize and fupprefs the truths them-

felves

;
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felves : as if rcafon and learning were given to

no better ends than to vilify religion. And fur-

ther, how pronely addidled men are (having im-

bibed the Arminian points) to take in thofe that

are of moft fatal confequence: fo far are thofe

principles from yielding any efFeftual influence

towards holinefs, or well grounded peace, not-

withftanding their pretended adaptednefs to pro-

mote them, (which might be largely infifted

on, but that the defigned brevity of this addrefs

forbids it.) But whatever the ends of men are,

or their intereft, in defliming the Wifdom,

Sovereignty, and Grace of GOD, and that in a

method more arrogant and daring, than perfons

of the fame principles have heretofore adven^

tured to do; the LORD's ends, in permitting

them, are holy and good: and we are affured,

that he would not have fuffered thofe dangerous

errors to re-invade his church, and his glorious

truths to be fo coarfely and contumelioufly

treated, but in order to their further illuftration

and conqueft : and that therefore, as he hath,

fo he will (of his abundant goodnefs to the

world, and faithfulnefs to his eled) raife up

fuch as with meeknefs, light, and power, fhali

withftand their furious torrent, and tranfmit to

the following generations, thofe blefled and

greatly important truths which the world fo im-

placably are bent againft, and feek to eradicate.

It
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It is fomewhat perceptible of itfelf (and fo

acknowledged by the Author), that in writing

this Treatife he had little or no intercourfe with

books, but thofe of the holy Scripture: (which

is here mentioned to magnify the grace of GOD
that was with him.) And by this may be ga-

thered, that a feriousand diUgent confultingth^

facred oracles, with an humble dependence upon

GOt) for teaching and fuccefs, as they are du-

ties of great importance, fo of anfwerable im-

provement ; the propereil and furefl: means of

inftruftioii touching the myjftery of his willj

with that orderly and harmonious connexion of

the divine attributes for recovering apoftate

creatures from their dreadful lapfe, and placing

them in a condition tranfcendently better than

their primitive ftate: all which, by the Pelagian

articles, are reduced to nothing^ Yea, here are

fome peculiar advantages which accompany this

difcourfe; i. That it is founded and built on the

teftimony of GOD alone; whofe authority and

truth are the only unerring rule, and immoveable

bafis of divine faith, and its properelt touchftone;

and the leffer diverfion there is to other ways of

proof and argumentation (in things of this na-

ture), the more convincing, and free from retor-

tion; and the fooner will our fouls be brought

to acquiefcence and fettlement. 2. That the

dodlrines being declared and vindicated, there is

all along an ufeful improvement made of them,

B to
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to excite and influence our hearts and lives ac-

cording to the genuine tenor and import of thofe

truths, very much beyond what the contrary

doctrines have ever pretended to. It may alfo

be a fupplement to other books, where the fame

truths are worthily contended for, but yet de-

feftive in this particular: and fo it is not only a

work of good ufe in itfelf, but it alfo relieves

thefe doftrines from one of the worft afperfions

they have been calumniated with. Divers other

things might be mentioned, which refieft a

worth upon the enfuing Difcourfe, and befpeak an

efteem for it, which, for brevity fake, are re-

ferred to the reader's judicious obfervation.

That the book may be entertained by men
according to the defert of it, and blefled of

GOD, for the ends it is deligned aiid fuited unto,

is, and fhall be the defire of,

JOHN OWEN.
S. ANNESLEY.



Extra£l of a LETTER from a learned

Divine, unknown to the Author.

SIR,

ALTH OUGH I be a ftranger unto you,

yet having read your excellent book

(which I did but borrow neither) I thought good

to Jet you underftand, with how great dehght I

did read it; and alfo how great fatista6lion and

comfort I received by it. I iiave ftudied thefe

points feveral years ago, very hard ; being then

put upon it by a ftrong adverfary, one of fub-

tile wit, though otherwife a very mean and

plain man. But I have faid often, that I was

much beholden to him for his oppofition; fori

would not, for much worldly fubftance, be with-

out that knowledge, which (I hope) through the

grace of GOD, I then attained in thofe great

points, by reafon thereof. I think that then,

and fnice, I have read moft of the beft books

that have been written on thofe points; but

efpecially that book of books, the BIBLE : yet

after all thofe other books, I muft confeis, that

yours hath given me the moft content and fatib-

faftion, of all that I have read touching thofe

fubjecls. For you have moft nervoufly and ju-

dicioufly laid open the truth, and as'ftrenuoufly

.refuted the obievflions. I blefs and adore that

B z diviriC
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divine grace of the Lord, who of his rich good-'

nefs and mercy to his poor dijdreffed and dif-

traflied church in this nation, hath raifed you

up, in an efpecial manner, to be fuch an inftru-

ment of his glory, in the vindicating of his So-

vereignity, efpecially in thefe high and myfte-

rious points of Predeftination, particular Re-

demption, the efficacy of grace in Converfion,

and the Perfeverance of the faints in faith and

holinefs. As touching the abfolutenefs of the

covenant of grace, I cannot but admire to fee

how patly you jump with me, I ufed to fay

often feveral years ago, (what I find now in

your book) that if the covenant of grace were

not abfolute, falvation would be as difficult by

it, as by the covenant of works 5 becaufe it is

as hard for a natural man to believe and live^ zs

it is for him to do and live* Well, you have (in

my judgment) performed your bufinefs moft

pioufly, practically, andftrongly; and your ar-

guments are invincible; many of which yet I

had never met with: and I doubt not but you

do return the praife and glory of all unto our

great and gracious LORD, who by his mere

iree grace hath enabled yoy to perform this work

;

which is fo much for the glory of his holy name.

I commend you, with your labours, to the grace

pf our mergiful Father, and reft.

Your moft aftedionate Friend,
October 16, 1667,

w. w.



AN ACCOUNT OFTHE

TREATISE AND PUBLICATION.

THE principal heads of the following dlf-

courfe (generally owned by the churches

of Britain) the Author was fomewhat inftruded

in from his childhood ; having heard (till a few

years fince) but little concerning the general

point : that he means, which is commonly fo

called, as holding the grace of GOD in

CHRIST to be generally defigned and dif-

penfed alike to all ; fufpending the whole virtue

and fuccefs thereof on the human will ; with-

out peculiar refpeftor afliftance afforded to any,

but what is given in common unto men.

Which dodrine might rather be termed general,

as the generality of men, in nature, are patrons

and abettors of it. Not that he thinks all

who hold it to be in their natural ftate ; for,

as of moft, their judgment is better than their

praftice ; fo, of fome, he hopes their pra£lice

may be founder than their judgment : but, fo

to hold and pradlife accordingly, he cannot but

think extremely perilous to the fouls of men.

Divers conferences (accidentally) he had with

fhofe of that way : in all which he found it

their
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their drift to infinuate that pnnciple ; not caring

much to difcoiirfeof any point elfe, how ufeful

ibever, and importantly needful to be known

;

but ilill diverting into that channel : maintain-

ing alfo their notions, with that confidence of

their own, and conte'mpt of the contrary judg-

ment ; fuch uncomely refledions upon their op-

ponets, artd fliglit regard of the Scripture^

brought again ft them ; as did in no wife become

a contending for the faith : (which has mad^

fcim think.that ironical fpeech of Job to his

friends, too applicable to thefe :
'' No doubt

*'^ but ye are the peoplo, and wifdom (hall die

*^ with you," Job xii. 2.) He alfo found their

•tenets moftiy grounded upon words and phrafe^

of a variable conftrufl;ion ; as not weighing the

-fcope of the texts, nor how the fenfe they gaye

^f them might accord with ,diofe of a contrary

•tenor; ftill citing fuch as were plain and ex-

•prefs, to be tried bj^ thqfe of a doubtful found;

whereas the, contrary courfe had been more ge-

Jitiine, and nearer' to find out the truth. Not

rthat any Scripture is doubtful in itfelf, or in-

confiftcut with others; nor would feem fo to

us, if its fcope and. con text were duly .weighed;

hut the fame word being ufed on different occa-

fions to a different purpofe, an heedlefs attend-

ing to the contexture, induces the lofs of its

proper intendment. That he found among them,

n genera! agreement againft our doclrine of Elec-

tion,
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tion, is true : and no lefs true, that they differ

among themfelves as much as they do from us ;

only they bear eachother^s diffent more quietij

tlian ours. Some of ihem hold Eleftlon upoot

works forefeen : others, that men are eleQed

when they do aflually believe, and not before

:

others of them^ that no man is elected, until he

hath perfever^d in believing to the lafr moment

of his life: and others, again, that there is no

Eledlion at all, of particular perfons as fuch,

but of the entire fpecies of men from eternity.

This put him upon fearching the Scriptures more

freely touching the doctrine of Election ; wherein

the farther he went, the more he was confirmed

in what he had fisrft received. And as he went

on, found thofe other points of peculiar Re-

demption, eiFe£tual Calling, and final Perle-

verance, fo interwoven with that of Ele£lion,

and dependant thereon, as very naturally drew

on a difcuffion of thofe alfd. And as prepara-

tory thereto, it feemed expedient to preface the

whole with the do6lrine of GOD' s Sovereignty,

together with his Righteoufnefs ; the reafons

whereof, with its u|efulnefs, you may find in

the treatife itfelf. It alfo lay before him, to

obferve what ufeful inftruftions derived from

thefe do£triaes above thofe of the contrary fide;

which he hopes will not be meanly confiderable

to thofe w^ho have their fenfes fpiritually exer-

cifed to difcern.

Or
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Of this work was often times a flop, and

laying afide, as refolved to proceed no further:

and this, not from the want, but redundancy of

matter, which he found in the Scriptures for

it, but himfelf much too narrow to compre-

hend, and to make it out ; partly alfo, from

the difficulty of reducing his mingling fragments

to an orderly confiftence. But, by one impuL

five occurrence or other, (among which, the in-

ward delight he had in the work, though fome^

times intermitted, was not the leaft) it flill

revived and went on afrefh, until (by degrees)

his gleanings grew into a fhock ; which then he

bound up, anddefigned it only for private ufe.

But fo it was, that fome parts thereof (provi-^

dentially) came to the view and hearing of cer-

tain ancient and fober Chriftians ; who expreff-

ing an hearty good liking and approbation, fome-

what warmly advifed the printing of it for more

general ufe ; as that which might help, at leaft,

to confirm the tenure of thofe already poffeffed

of the truth, but ftill remain fubjecl to fifting.

One who had caft a favourable eye on the con-^

trary points, profefled himfelf well fatisfied with

what he had found in this, touching the impo^

tency of natural free-will, though affifted with

general grace ^ urging alfo the publifhing it, for

that he thought its plainnefs might render it

more convincing to fome, than fcholaftlc dif-

putesj which are found to obfcure and puzzle,

rather.
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tather than illuminate and fettle the judgment

of illiterate perfons. Anotlier confideration was,

the efFed it might have to antidote young pro-

feffors; who being fcarce out of the fliell of

their natural underftanding, are pronely recep-

tive of notions that fpring from a covenant of

works ; which, by means of fo plain a Dlfcourfe

of nature's weaknefs, together with the necef-

fity, conftant readinefs, and invincible efficacy

of divine grace, they might happily be armed

againft.
,

Repeated inflances prevailed, at lengthy

for a willingnefs to make it public ; in cafe it

fhould alfo obtain approbation from approved Di--

vines; whofe tefi and judgment he would firft

fubmit it uilto, and accordingly did : retaining

yet a deep fenfe of his manifold infufficiency for

fuch a work ; and praying, that his perfonal

meannefs and obfcurity may not prejudice the

truth,,

This being the account formerly given, fome

latter occurrences have induced this farther ad-

dition. After the firft impreffion, the Author

was often times encountered by fome of the

contrary perfuafion, whereby he came to know
more of their fpirit and principles than before;

but not to his better liking of either; he fpeaks

but of fuch as himfelf had converfed with.

C Some
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Some he found to cry up that excellent crea-

ture Man ; and the great things he is able to do :

a taking lure! and confequently the more dan-

gerous to fuch as are not well fettled in princi-

ples ; becaufe of that marvellous aptnefs that is

in nature, to be taken with .its own commenda-

tion ; and to fancy itfelf confiderable in procur-

ing its own happinefs ; as alfo from the diffi-

culty of taking up our reft in the will of another,

whofe wifdom and love we are little acquainted

with, nor can be, until we are pitched upon it.

But, for the prefent ability of this once excellent

creature, we have but verbal report; and muft

therefore fufpend our belief, until they produce

Ibme credible evidence for it. If thofe that

aflert it have fuch a talent, it ftiould not be hid

in the earth : they fhould be ftill turning the

penny i and the greatnefs of their ftock fhould

be feen by the richnefs of their efFefts* It is no

point of honour or prudence to boaft of poflef-

fions, and all things at will; and yet live at the

rate of an underling tenanf, who holds his all at

the will of another: it is furely a rational thing,

that, '* to whom much is given, of him the

^' more fhould be required." It behoves there-

fore to ponder thofe ferious queftions. What fin-

gular thing do ye ? and, '' What do ye more than

" others r" that is, What earnings have ye

made of thofe larger talents ye profefs to be en-

dowed with? This they fhould give fome tole-

rable
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rable account of, or elfe they will be thought to

boaft of a falfe gift ; for it is not words, but

performances, muft juftify ablHtles, and make

out the virtue of principles. Their fellow-

Chriftians are, " of themfelves, not fiifficient to

think ;" how then will thofe anfwer it, with all

their florid endowments, to be found even as.

they ?

And becaufe fcriptural dedudions are moft

preffing, fome have a device to put by their

force without refiftance: what they cannot an-'

fwer, they will not underftand: it murl: bear

the name of unintelligible notion. The vanity

of which evafion is obvious to any that will but

confider it; fince the rudiments of any fcience,

which by inftruftion and ufe are famiUar to one,

may be ftrange and uncouth to another, though

of more pregnant parts than he, and better

Ikilled in other faculties.

Another gin is, their needlefs commixing,

and confequently perplexing, of fecret things

with thofe revealed : when as they cannot be ig-

norant, that the decree is GOD's rule (which

cannot be known to us but by the event), the

law and the teftimony ours ; by which alone

all do£lrines are to be tried; and our whole

courfe, both of judgment and pradice, to be re-

gulated here, and judged at lafl. We all ac-

C 2 knowledge



XX The AUTHOR^s PREFACE.

knowledge dark fayings in Scripture, and things

hard to be underflood. But.the difficulties rife

not fo much from the word, as a natural unbe-

lief, prejudice, and darknefs within : with thofe

crooked, wrinkled, ordifcolouredmediuii^s, meii

commonly look through at fpiritaul things

;

which needs muft render the objedls they look at

unlike to themfelves.

There is alfo another fnare, as catching as

any other, and as worthy to be cautioned againft

:

the dodlrine of free-grace, being fo illuftrious ia

the Scriptures, as not to be fpoken againft, they

will talk as high for it in general terms as any

other, and tell us what great pretenfions their

doctrine hath to magnify grace ; and that they

defign nothing more than the honour of that;

when as indeed, it is not grace, but a contrary

thing fet up with that name ; for follow the

fiream, either opward or downward, and as it all

rlfes from, fo it all runs into, freedom of will,

and advancement of felf ; as is obvious to any

impartial obferver.

The laft thing I fhall take notice of at prefent,

are certain (feemingly accidental) queries, mo-

deftly pretended, for argument's fake, to clear up

obfcurities, and accord contradiftions ; which

(though a good work in itfelf, if orderly ma-

naged) they follow fo far, and in fuch manner,

that
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that they do, in efFeft, bring principles into

queftion ; and erafe the very ground-work of

religion, .

These things are mentioned, not to uncover

theweaknefs of perfons, but of principles, and

that only as they derogate from the honour of

free grace, and tend to fubverting the foul ; and

the end of it is, to prevent fuch as may be ho-

vering about (as not knowing where to fettle),

that they may not be caught by enticingnefs of

words, which is fo contrary to the fimplicity of

the gofpel.

What remains then ? but that we blefs GOD,
adoring his glorious wifdom and grace, that mat-

ters of prefent duty, and greateft importance to

us, are fo plainly revealed ; and eternal falva-

tion fo little concerned in the prefent conciliating

of feeming difcprd, There is enough manifefted

to take up our time and ftrength -, and our living

up to that we know, is the readieft way to

know more ;
** He that will do his will, (hall

^' know of his dodrine." And, in the fulnefs

of time, thofe feeming dlfcordances (hall have

an illuftrious reconcilement ; and they that have

moft firmly believed now, againft all their car-

nal reafonings, and unreafonable con traditions,

Ihall have not the weakeft reflections and rays

pf glory from the luftre of that day ; ?ind this,

. ^

'

I fup-
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I fuppofe, he had an eye to (a perfon of no or-

dinary rank for human accomplifliments), who,

treating of GOD's decrees, did freely confefs,

*^ That he could not indeed comprehend them,

«* but would captivate reafbn to the obedience

*« of faith." With which I clofe ; fubjoining

only a word of religious exhortation ; namely,

that though it do not confer grace, it may yet

prove (and hath fo to many), a good preferva-

tive from evils in praftice, and errors in judg-

ment, which others (who had not that gracious

privilege), have more naturally fallen into. Be-

fides, when GOD comes to work eiFeftually,

thofe notions of fin, of CHRIST, and of grace,

(of which before they had but the form) have

proved of fingular ufe to facilitate the work.

That the LORD will vouchfafe his bleiling

with it, is the prayer of his fervant,

ELISHA COLES.



A

PRACTICAL
DISCOURSE

OF

GOD'S SOVEREIGNTY,

THIS high and tremendous attribute, being

an ocean that has neither bank nor bottom

9

may not lightly be launched into by any,

though ever fo llrongly built and well-manned (mucli

lefs by fo weak a w^ffd), without a divine compafs:,

and an anchor within the veil. That the Author of

this Discourse came into it, was not of choice or

defignment, but of courfe and emergent neceflity.

Could he have found another bafis to repofe that doc-

trine upon, which was, at firft, his only intended

fubjed, he had not touched upon this : but, appa-

rently to him, no ground would bear the weight of

Eledion, but that of Sovereignty y and there it fixed

as on a rock : all the lines of its whole circumference

running there, and reiling there, as in their centre,

where alio the Scripture had laid it, Rom. ix. Eph,

i. ^c. And, however it be a foundation difallowed

of men, every obferving Chriflian fliall find, that

without acknowledging divine Sovereignty, for the

original, fupreme, and unaccountable difpofer of per-
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fons and things, he Ihall want a principal means of

fupportinghis faith, and quieting his underftanding,

in the courfe of common providences ; much more

of thofe myfterious occurrences, and fupernatural

truths, which he is eternally concerned about.

In this Preface I (hall treat firll of GOD's Sove-

reignty, and then of his Righteoiifnefs, as Its natural

adjund. The fum of the firft lies in this propor-

tion, namely,

" That the great GOD, blelfed for ever, hath

<« an abfolute power and right of dominion over his

«« creatures, to difpofe and determine them as feem-

" eth him good."

That there is fuch a power, and that this power

belongs to GOD, no other reafon needs be afligned,

but that " He is GOD, and there is none befides

" him:" there can be no more, becaufc, i. There

can but be one infinite ; for fuch a being fills heaven

and earth ; and fo no place or room for another.

2. There can be but one omnipotent; for he that is

fuch, hath all others under his feet : befides, where

one can do all, more would be impertinent. 3. There

can be but one fupreme ; fupreme power may re-

lide in many (as in mixed monarchies and common-

wealths) j but as law-makers and fupreme, they are

but one. 4. There can be but one firfl caufe, from

which all beings elfe derive their original ; and that

is this blelTed One we are fpeaking of; " Of whom,
" and for whom, are all things," iCor. viii. 6. And
if he be the Author of all, he needs mufl have a fo-

vereign right and power to determine all; both asta

their being, order, efficacy, and end.

«' That
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*' That foverelgii power belongs to GOD,' is a

truth fo natural, and obvious to "reafon, that other

proof feems as needlefsj as that the fun is the foun-

tain of light : nor fliall I fuppofe that any who will

read this Difcourfe, can fo far forget themfelves to be

creatures, as to feek a proof of their Creator's Sove-

reignty; " the things that are feen fo loudly pro-

'' claiming his eternal power and Godhead.'* But

fince, with our eafy admitting the notion, it is none

of the fmalleft difficulties to own it in our pradlice,

and bear ourfelves anfwerably towards him: fince

alfo fo huge a weight is born on the flioulders of this

divine attribute, and our fouls are fo highly con-

cerned in the interefl and influence of it, it needs

muft be our duty, and well worthy our time, to

look over the inftances of it, and to mark and con-

iider them well, as things greatly importing our in-

ftruclion ; whereby we may know fomething of the

greatnefs of that GOD in whofe hands our fouls are ;

as alfo of our infinite diflance from him, and no-

thingnefs to him; and fo, with the more humblenefs

of mind, and felf-abafement; as alfo, with the more

faith, and creature-like affiance, fubmit unto^ him,

and bear ourfelves upon him. To this end, the

Scriptureshave inrolledfeveraleniigns of Sovereignty ;

by which, as by fo many footfteps, we are led to the

abfolute will and power of GOD, as the fupreme

caufe and difpofer of all.

The great ad of Sovereignty was GOD's decree

ftir making the world; and of doing, or permitting

to bedonej whatever fhould be in it, to the folding

of it up. The heavens and the earth, and all the

hqfts of them, as yet had no being: it was at his

D plGafure,
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pleafiire, whether he would make them or not : and

if he would, what being he would give them; to

what end, and how that end fliould be accompliflied.

And that thefe were all afeertained by the decree, is

evident; for, '^ known unto GOD were all his works

" (which he would do in time) from the beginning

" of the world" (Afts, xv. i8,). The fcheme and

JplibfLance whereof (and I hope without intrufion)

may be drawn to this eifed : ** That the great GOD,
mod high and holy^ being infinitely good, happy

andbleffed in himfelf, was alio infinitely prompt and

well-pleafed to communicate thereof to others; to

which end, he defigned to raife up creatures, angels^

and men: that, for the manifeftation of his Sove-

reignty, he would confirm a certain number of thofc

angels in their primitive ftate; leaving the reft to

themfelves ; who falling from that ftate, fliould be ca(l

down, and " referved in chains of darknefs, unto the

" judgment of the great day :" that, in this lower

world, he would let up the firft man to be the head

and reprefentative of all that fliould come of him

:

that this fingle perfon fliould be created in the image

of GOD, fit to enjoy communion with him, and en-

dued with power to abide therein : that, to manifeft

the weaknefs of creatures, and their perpetual de-

pendence upon GOD, he woulci thus leave him to

his firfl flock, with a perfed freedom of will, to re-

tain, or lofe at his own choice; but not without fet-

ting before him the happinefs or ruin that would cer-

tainly follow his well or ill ufing that freedom : and,

being fo left, the fallen angel tempting him to difobe-

dience, and alfb prevailing, both himfelf and ail

his pofterity fliould by this revolt fall under the curfe

:

that.
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that, for tb-e declaration of his fovereign grace, he

would (and accordingly did) choofe a certain num-
ber of Adam's pofterity (in themfelves all alike de-

praved and loft), and ordain them to eternal life;

and to make known the power of his wrath, and his

juft difpleafure againft fin, he would leave the reft

in that ftate of perdition they would bring them-

felves into : that of th^fe veftels of wrath, Satan

himfelf (whom they choofe to follow) fhould be the^

head and ruler: as alfo, over them that were eleded,

for a time, namely, until the Mefliah, their true

and proper Head, and into whom he had chofen

them, fliould refcue them out of his power: that

to this end (and that he might be known to be juft,

as well as merciful, in juftifying of them), the Son
of GOD ftiould take on him the place of a fecond

Adam, and come into the world with a human body

;

in which he fliould fulfil all righteoufnefs, and, by

the infinite virtue and merit of his death', fliould fa-

tisfy the law in all its demands, deftroy the devil, dii-

folve his works, and reconcile the eled unto GOD :

that he fliould be raifed again from the dead, and

invefted with all power befitting the Captain of their

lalvi^tion ; that fo he might effedually minifter to

them whatfoever fliould be requifite for bringing his

fons to glory." This I take co be the fum of GOD's
decree; the great eniign, or ftandard-royal of Sove-

reignty, whereof all the other are effects or confe-

quents, and fubordinate thereto.

The firft vifible enfign of Sovereignty, was crea-

tion, or GOD's giving the world an actual exiftence

in time, according to his decree from everlafting

;

bringing that huge, yet void and formlcfs mafs, at
"

' D a tirlt
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firft out of nothing ; and then, this glorious fabric

out of that confufion: his hanging the earth upon

nothing : his affigning to every fort of creatures fuch

form and flation, to order, ufe, and efficacy, and

imprefling on them fuch lawsapd infcinds of nature,

as feemed him good (but all in a regular fubferviency

to the good of the whole) j which alfo was effeded

by his word. What he would, was done with that

immediate fuddennefs, as if the ^ things themfelves

had proceeded with his breath ;
*' For he fpake, and

'' it was done: he commanded, and it flood fafl.'*

(Pfal. xxxiii. 9). The inftant production of light

(Gen. i. 3, and 9.) : the waters feparating from the

other elements, and gathering into a body, and their

going \ip and down to .he place he had founded for

them (Pfal. civ. 8.), with many others, of which you

have an index in the firfh of Genefis, are witnelTes of

it: as alfo, his lo fixing this eftablifhment, that they

continue to this day according to that ordinance (FfaL

cxix, 91.).

Consequent to thi?, as a fecond enfign of Sove-

reignty, is that univerfal providence, by which the

creation is fuftained, and all inferior caufes guided

to their defigned end j and this, notwithftanding all

fuppofable accidents, which might poiTibly happen,

to obflrud; or divert them. And that the creatures

have at times deviated from their firft rules and fettle-

ment, is no derogation to the dodrine of GOD's So-

vereignty, but rather an illuftration of it j as (hewing

that the creatures are ftill in his hand, as clay in the

potter's. Hence we find their innate propenfions to

be fomeumes fufpended; othervvhiles aded beyond;

an4 at times, again, quite contrary to the law of na-

^ ture

:
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ture : and this, not cafually, nor by the force of

created powers, nor yet for any private or felf-con-

cern, but to ferve fome fpecial and fuperior end,

which their Lord had to be done. To inftarice a

few 5 and,

I. Of creatures without life; as the windows of

heaven opening, and the fountains of the great deep

breaking up (notwithftanding the firmament above,

and the bounds beneadi), to drown the world of un-

godly men (Gen. vii. 11.). The Red Sea's dividing^

and ftanding up as a wall, to make way for his peo-

ple's efcape (Exod. xiv. 22.). The fun and moon's

{landing flill till they were avenged on their enemies,

(Jofh. X. 13.). The flars to the fame end fighting

againft Sifera (Judges v. 20.). The fun's going back

in Ahaz's dial, to help Hezekiah's faith (2 Kings,

XX. II.). The fiery furnace devouring thofe at a

diflance, who call in thofe holy confefibrs, and not

fo much as touching them that were call into it (Dan.

iii. 22. 27. Jhe winds and the feas, w^hich are fuch

impetuous (aiid one would think even lawlefs) crea-

tures, they flir not, nor breathe, but to fulfil his

word (Pfal. cxlviii. 8. Mark iv. 30. 42.).

2. Of living creatures, that have not the ufe of

reafon : how readily went they by pairs into Noah's

ark, at GOD's appointment 1 (Gen.vii.8, 9.). The

frogs, lice, locufts, t^c, with what fupernatural

boldnefs did they aifault and perplex the Egyptians 1

that the magicians themfelves confefTed the finger of

GOD was in it (Exod. viii. 19.) > and as flrangely

withdrew when their work was done (ver. 13.). Wit«

neffed alfo by the dumb afs's reproving the prophet's

madnefs (2 Pet. ii. i6.)- The lion's killins; the fe-

duced
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tiuced prophet for breaking GOD's <:ommand, yet

BOt eating the carcafe, nor tearing his afs (i Kings,

aiiii. 26. 28.). A ravenous bird bringing Ehjah food

in his foJitary condition (i Kings, xvii. 6.). The

ivhale''s receiving Jonah, and, at GOD's command,

calling him on dry land, without harm (Jonah, i,

I J. with chap, ii, 10.). The lions alfo not hurting

Daniel in their den, yet greedily devouring his ac-

cufcrs (Dan. vi. 22. 24.). It muft needs be a fove-

reign power, which thus fuperintends, reftrains, and

inverts the courfe of nature at his will.

Thirdly, Another enfign, averting God's fupre-

macy, and rightful dominion, is the general vote and

fubfcription of men, efpecially the moil knowing,

and fuch as bed underftand him. i. They own it

in their pradice or adUons :—Abel o^ers the hrftlings

of his fiock'to GOD (Gen. iv. 4.). Abraham leaves

Lis native country at GOD's command, to go " he
*' knew not whither" (Gen. xii. 4.). He alfo offers

his only and innocent fon Ifaac, in whofe life and
^' poilerity all nations were to be bieifed" (Gen. xxii,

2-10. Job, when dripped of all, falls down and

worfhips (Job, i. 21.). When Aaron's two fons were

ileftroyed by fire from heaven, he held his peace,

(Levit. X. 2, 3.). Eli, when that tingling fentence

was denounced againft his houfe, faid, "It is the

"' Lord, let him do what feemeth him good (i Sam.

iii. 18.). David, when driven from GOD's fandu-

ary, and his throne ufurped by Abfalom, faid, " Be-

" hold, here I am, let him do to me as feemeth gooi

*' to him" (2 Sam. xv. 26.). The men of Nineveh,

their deftrudion was pronounced peremptorily, of

which they had no promife of remiffion, and confe-

qucntly
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qnently no vifible ground of hope ; yet '' they be-

« li^ved GOD, fafted, lay hi fackcloth, and turned

*' from their evil way" (Jonah, iii. 5. 8.). 2. They

likevvife own it in their confeffions and atteftations :

—

Melchifedeck and Abraham do both ftile him, *' the

*' Mod High GOD, pofTefTor of heaven and earth."

(Gen. xiv. 19, 22.) Job profeffeth, that though he

were righteous, yet if GOD will contend with hini,

*' he will not anfwer, but make fupplication to his

" Judge" (Job, ix. 15.). " The LORD hath made
'* all things for himfelf" (Prov. xvi. 4.). *' For his

^' pleafure they are and were created" (Rev.

iv. II.). " We are the clay, and thou our pot-

'' ter" (Ifa. Ixiv. 8.). '' He worketh all things af-

'' ter the counfel of his own wall" (Eph. i. ii.j,

" He giveth not account of any of his matters" (Job,

xxxiii. 3. " In his hand is the foul of every liv-

*'• ing thing" (Job, xii. 10.),. '' He is the GOD of
•' the fpirits of alliiefli" (Numb, xvi, 22.). '' All

«* nations before him are lefs than nothing and va-

" nity" (Ifa. xl. 17.). " He ftills the tumult oi'

'' the people" (Pfal. xv. 7.). '' If it be of GOD,
*^ ye cannot overthrow it" (A6ls v. 39.). '' The
*' counfel of the LORD, that fliall ftand." (Prov.,

xix. 21. Pfal. xxxiii. 11.). " The lot is caft into

*' the lap, but the whole difpofmg thereof is of the

" LORD" (Prov. xvi. 33.). " The kingdom h
" the LOP^D's, and he is Governor among the na-

" tions" (Pfal. xxii. 28.). Nebuchadnezzar, that

proud and potent monarch, whofe " greatnefs reached
*' unto heaven, and his dominion to the end of the

" earth (Dan. iv. 22.) : all nations trembled before
"' him; whom he would, he ilew, and whom he

" would.
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" would, he kept alive" (Dan. v. 19.); " who
*' faid in his heart, I will afcend into heaven, I

*' will e;s:alt my throne above the flars of God, I

*' will be like the Mod High : and who is that

" GOD that Hiall deliver out of my hand ?'' (Dan.

iii. i^.)- Yet, even he, this child of pride, is

made to confefs One higher than himfelf, and to bow

before Him ; proclaiming to the world, that *' the

^^ Moil High doth according to his will, in the

" army of heaven, and among the inhabitants of

*' the earth, and none can flay his hand^ or fay unto

*' him. What doft thou ? and thofe that walk iA

*' pride, he is able to abafe" (Dan. iv. 37.).
'* For

" thou haft faid in thine heart, I will afcend into

" heaven, I will exalt my throne above the flars of
" GOD : I will lit alfo upon the mount of the con^

*' gregation, in the fides of the north : I will afcend

" above the heights of the clouds ; I will be lik^

" the Moft High*' (Ifa. xiv. 13, 14.)* It might

further be inftanced in Cain, Pharaoh, Balaam, and

other wicked men, how they were even conftrained

to acknowledge the Sovereignty ofGOD j as appears

by comparing Exod. v. 2. with chap. ix. 27, 28.

and Numb. xxii. 18. Darius alfo, in Dan. vi.

26—28.

Fourthly, Another evidence, or witnefs, we

have from the angels, who are *' great in power :"

notwithftanding which, they do perfeclly own and

fubmit to the Sovereignty of GOD. Where fubjedls

are numerous, wife, and magnanimous, and withal

perfedly fubmit to the will of their Lord, it ar-

gues their I..ord is an abfolute Sovereign : and

inch fubjeds are the angcl^. i. The elecl or good

angels

;
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angels : thefe fhew it by their ready fubmidion to

any fervice their LORD is pleafed to appoint them.

They are his intelligencers in this lower world :

" And the angel anfwered and faid unto me, Thefe

" are the four fpirits of the heavens, which go forth

" from {landing before the LORD of all the earth.

'' The black horfes which are therein, go forth into

*' the north country, and the white go forth after

" them; and the grifled go forth toward the foutli

" country. And the bay went forth, and fought to

*' go, that they might walk to and fro through the

" earth: and he faid. Get ye hence; walk to and
•' fro through the earth. So they walked to and fro

*' through the earth" (Zech. vi. 5,6, 7.).
'' There

*' was a day when the fons of GOD came to prefent

^' themfelves before the LORD'* (Job, ii. i.). Not

that he needs their advice, but to (hew a little of the

majefty of his kingdom. They are alfo his meffen-

gers : he fends them on his errands, to negociate his

affairs among men, and to reveal his purpofes, both

concerning his church and the world (Dan. ii. 19.

and viii. 13. 16. chap. i. 21. chap. xi. Ezek. i. 4.).

They are his chariots (Pfal. Ixviii. 17.). His reapers,

(Matt. xiii. 39. 49.). The executionersof his judg-

ments (2 Sam. xxiv. 16. 2 Kings, xix. 35). And
CHRIST'S attendants at his coming (Matth^

XXV. 31.).

2, The apoflate angels, or wicked fpirits : though

the teilimony we have from thefe is not from love or

good will, yet it is as great an evidence of GOD's
Sovereignty as any other ; in that, being enemies to

GOD, proud and imperious, they are yet over-

awed, aud compelled to fubmit. And hence it

E was.
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was, that the devil dared not to anfwer again, when

that fatal fentence was pronounced upon him for fe*

ducing our firil parents (Gen. iii. 15.). We have

him alfo prefenting himfelf before the LORD, to

give account of his actions ; and to touch Job, or

any thing he had, he durft not, without leave from

GOD, nor vary a jot from the rule prefcribed him :

*' There was a day when the fons of GOD came to

'^ prefent themfelves before the LORD, and Satan

" came alfo among them, to prefent himfelf before

"the LORD. And the LORD faid unto Satan,

" Behold, he is in thine hand; but fave his life,**

(Job, ii. I. 6.). In the Evangelifls are many in^

fiances of CHRIST'S commanding them forth with

authority ; yea, a whole legion at once ( Luke, viii,

30. 33.). Nor could thdy fo much as enter into the

fwine without his leave (Mark, v. 12.). And, which

is more, they were fubjed to the apoftles, who had

but a delegated, or fecond-hand power committed ta

them (Luke, x. 17.).

Fifthly, We have the Lord himfelf averting

his fovereign prerogative. In how lofty a ftile, and

with what imperial authority, doth he utter himfelf

to Pharaoh! " And in very deed, for this caufe have

** I raifed thee up, for to (hew my power on thee,"

(Exod. ix. 16.). The apoille quotes the place to

prove, that GOD may raife up men, and appoint

them to what ufe and fervice he will :
" For the Scrip-

*' ture faith unto Pharaoh, Even for this fame purpofe

" have I raifed thee up, that I might fliew my power
*' in thee, and that my name might be dejclared

^^ throughout all the earth" (Rom. ix. 17.). '' Who
^f hath made the feeing, or the blind? fcive not I

'^he
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«« the Lord" (Exod. iv. 6. ii.). " 1 kiill, and I mak^

*' alive" (Deut. xxxii. 39.). " I will fliew mercy on

*' whom I will (hew mercy" (Exod. xxxiii. 19. '. " I

*^ am the firft, and I am the laft, and befides me
" there is no GOD: and who, as I, (hall call, and

" (hall declare it, and fet it in order before me ? fince

^' I appointed the ancient people, and the things that

** are coming, and (hall come" (Ifa. xliv. 6, 7.).

*' My counfel fliall (land: I will do all my pleafure"

{Ifa. xlvi. 10.). " My word (hall accoiiipliih that

*^ which I pleafe ; it (liall profper in the thing where-

*' to I fend it" (Ifa. \\\ li.) :
" And if the prophet

*' be deceived, I the LORD have deceived that pro-

" phet, and 1 willdeflroy him" (Ezek. xiv. 9.) A
remarkable ftory is that of the lying fpirit, and the

eifedual commiffion he had frbm GOD5 to perfuade,

and alfo to prevail :
" And the LORD faid. Who

*' (hall perfuade Ahab, that he may go up and fall

*' at Ramoth Gilead ? And one faid on this man-
*' ner, and another on that manner^ And there

" came forth a fpirit, and flood before the LORD,
** and faid, I will perfuade him* And the LORD
" faid, Wherewith ? And he faid, I will go forthj

*' and I will be a lying fpirit in the liiouth of all his

•* prophets. And he faid, Thou (halt perfuade

" him, and prevail alfo : go forth and do fo,'*

(i Kings, xxii. 20, 21, 12.). How fliould we
tremble before GOD, at the hearing of fuch »
word ! but yet, I do not reckon the laft two as ads

of pure Sovereignty, but rather of his juftice; as

punilhing one (in, by leaving to another j according

to that in Rom. i. 21.28. " Becaufe that when they

** knew not GOD, they glorified him not as GOD,
E 2 *' nor



36 A PRACTICAL DISCOURSE

" nor liked to retain him in their knowledge, GOD
"gave them over to a reprobate mind.'* And yet

there is here an impreflion of Sovereignty, in that he

deals not fo with all wdio are alike obnoxious to it.

Sixthly, Another enfign of Sovereignty is formed

of thofe feveral ads and inftitutes, which cannot be

derived (at lead not fo immediately) from any other

attribute as that of Sovereignty. I fliall inftance in

a few, namely, The putting of man's everlafting

condition upon his eating or non-eating the fruit of

fucha tree (Gen. ii. 17.). In not deftroying Adam
prefently upon his difobedience ; and in the free pro*

mife of a Saviour, unfought unto for it (Gen.

iii. 15.). In proteding Cain when he had forfeited

his life to juftice (Gen. iv. 15.). In preferving Ham
from the deluge, though as wicked as thofe that pe-

rifhed (Gen. vii. 13.). In ordering the blefling to

Jacob, who fought it unduly: and denying it to

Efau, who fought it diligently, and to whom it be-

longed of natural right (Gen. xxvii. 19. 34. 38.),

In the fudden turning of Efau'^i heart to love Jacob,

whom he had inveterately hated, and came with full

purpofe to defbroy him; yet in a moment his heart is

melted ; he weeps on his neck, and offers himfelf

and foldiers to be his convoy (Gen. xxvii. 41 . with

chap, xxxii. 6. and xxxiii. 4. 12.), In caufmg a

fear to fall on the Amorites, that they did not pur-

fue Jacob, when highly provoked by his fons cruelty

on the men of Shechem (Gen. xxxv. 5.). In fend-

ing a meffage of peace to Sihon, whom he had de-

termined to deftroy; and to that end had hardened

his fpirit, and made him obflinate (Deut. ii. 26.). In

caufing thofe nations to deftrpy one another, ^yho

came
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came leagued to deflroy his people (2 Chron. xx. i,

22, 23.). In deftroying Efau's mount irreparabl)^,

and for ever; when-as Ifrael, whole land alfo was

full of fin, fhall not be forfaken (Obad. ver. 9. 16.

18.21. Mai. i.4.): efpecially confidering, thatthefc

were the feverai eiFeds of his loving the one, and

hating the other, and that " before they had done ei-

" thergoodor evil" (Mai. i. 2,3. Rom. ix. 11. 13.).

In fending Ezeklel to a rebellious houfe, that '' would
" not hear;" and not fending him to them that

would :
" Not to many people of a flrange fpcech,

** and of an hard language, whofe words thou canil

*' not underftand : furely, had I fent thee to them,
*' they would have hearkened unto thee. But the

*' houfe of Ifrael will not hearken unto thee : for thev

*' will not hearken unto me ; for all the houfe of
** Ifrael are impudent and hard-hearted" (Ezek. iii.

6, 7. and Matt. xi. 21.). In hiding the myfteries of

his kingdom " from the wife and prudent, and re-

*' vealing them unto babes" (Matt. xi. 25.). and

fpeaking in parables to the multitude, " left they

*' fhould be converted" (Mark, iv. 11,12. A6ls>

xvi. 6, 7.).

It is further manlfeft, by the Lord's punifhing

fometimes leiTer trefpalTes, and that feverely, and

in his own ; while winking at thofe of a greater mag-

nitude in other men. Mofes is excluded Canaan for

a hafty word, though fmartly provoked) Deut. xxxil,

51, 52.); when Jonah is but mildly reproved for

pallionately expoflulating (Jonah, iv.). Uzzak
dies for but touching the ark ( i Chron. xiii, 9, 10. )

;

when the Philiftines bore it away in triumph (i Sam.

V. I.). Hezekiah but fliews the ambalTadors from

Babv'
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Babylon his houfe and treafures, and for this his foM,-

and all mufl go into captivity :
" And Hezekiah

*' hearkened unto them, and fhewed them all the

" houfe of his precious things, the filver, and the gold

" and the fpices, and the precious ointment, and

" all the houfe of his armour, and all that was found

*' in his treafures: there was nothing in his houfe,

" nor in all his dominion, that Hezekiah fliewed them
*' not. Behold the days come, that all that is in thine

*' houfe, and that which thy fathers have laid up in ftore

*' unto this day, (hall be carried into Babylon: nothing

*' fhall be left, faith theLORD" (2Kings,xx. 13,17.)

Not that any fm is little in itfelf, or punifhed beyond its

demerit , but the LORD is pleafed thus to do, partly

to (hew his difpleafure againft fm, and that he will

not bear with it, even in thofe that are deareft to him

:

but pardy alfo (if not chiefly, in fuch like cafes) to

fet forth his fovereign greatnefs, and the uncontrola-

blenefs of his matters :
*' Why doil tho 1 flrive

*' againfl him ? for he giveth not account of any of

*^ his mattters" (Job, xxxiii, 13.). The feventy-

third Pfalm is full to the fame purpofe. That alfo of

Job, and the manner of GOD*s dealings with him,

is much to be remarked: he had lived a very ftridt

and holy life^ (" Not a man like Job in all the

*' earth j" the LORD himfelf feems to glory in

him
:
) unto which all outward bleflings were pro-

mifed, and freedom from fuch fufferings ; and when

bereft of all, " held faft his integrity" (Job. i. 8.

and chap. ii. 3.), yet the LORD goes on to afflidt

him, and leaves him wholly (faving his life) in Sa-

tai/s power. Had he been a wicked man, as his

friends objeded, thofe fufferings had evidenced the

juilice
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jufticeof GOD'y but now his Sovereignty: which

alfo feems to be intended by that fpeech of GOD
to Satan : " Thou moved me againll him, to de-

*' flroy him without caufe" (Job, ii. 3.).

Seventhly, There are yet other footfteps of So-

vereignty, by which that high and holy attribute

is farther illuftrated to iiSj as, namely, '' The!

*' LORD'S over-ruling the defigns and adions of

" men, to bring his own counfels to pafs i" albeit

improper in their own nature, yea, diflervient there-

to ; and fometimes by men contrived on purpofe to

prevent them. The project of building Babel's

tower, to keep that rebellious rout together, is

turned to tl^ir utter difperfion (Gen. xi. 4. S,].

Jacob's diffimulation, and palpable abufe of his fa-

ther's infirmity, it proved a means to obtain his

bleffing, and that contrary to his fettled intendment,

(Gen. xxvii. 18—29.). Laban dealt hardly with

Jacob, to keep him low, and to ferve himfelf of

him ; but GOD takes occalion thence to give him
Laban's fubflance, and that by Laban's confent and

agreement (Gen.xxix.). To obviate Jofeph's dreams,

his brethren fell him into Egypt : and by this means

the LORD keeps them all alive, and accomplifheth

that honour to Jofeph, which they fetly intended to

prevent (Gen. xxxvii. 9. 20. 2B. chap. xHi. 6. chap.

i. 18.20.). Pharaoh lays infuperable burdens on

the people, to diminifh them; and the LORD
multiplies them under it :

*' The more they were
" opprefled, the fader they grew" (Exod. 1. 12.),

Mofes, a keeper of flieepj a man of flow fpeech,

and one that had no mind to the work ( Exod. iv.

^Pf i3-)> yet he fliall be GOD's ambaffador to Pha-

raoh
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raoh (the proudeft and moft inflexible monarch upon

earth), and bring Ifrael out of bondage. And who

ihall be his commander in chief, to deHver his peo-

ple from their potent oppreiTors, but Deborah, a

woman? (Judges, iv. 9.). At another time, Gi-

deon, " whofe family was poor in Manafleh, and he
*' the ieaft in his father's houfe" (Judges, vi. 15.)

:

and though he had a numerous and powerful enemy

to deal with, and (one would think) had need of all

the hands he could make to fight them, yet his

army of two and thirty thoufand, muft be reduced to

three hundred men, and they to have no other arms

but trumpets, and lamps in their pitchers j and by

thefe he delivers them from that huge hpfl
(
Judges^

vii. 3. 6, 7.). And much like unto this was Sham-

gar's killing fix hundred men with an ox-goad,

(Judges, iii. 31.) j and Sampfon a thoufand with the

jaw-bone of an afs (chap. xv. 15,)- It may farther

be traced, in his producing contrary effeds by the

fame caufe ; and then, again, the fame eifeds by

caufes contrary (Exod. iv. 6, 7.)- So Daniel, and

his fellows, they had a fairer countenance with pulfe

and water, than thofe who eat of the king's own pro-

\ifion" (Dan. i. 15.). It is further evidenced, by

his caufmg the wrath of man to turn to his praife

;

which in the nature and tendency of it, is to defhroy -

them that praife him (Pfal. Ixxvi. ic). By his

" catching the wife in their own craftinefs, and
'' caufmg them to fall by their own devices" (Job,

V. 12,13. Pfal. V. 10.); witnefs Ahab (i Kings,

xxii. 20. 22.), and Haman (Eflh. vii. lo.). The

perfecution of the faints at Jerufalem, was defigned

to fupprcfs the doftrine of Chrift 3 which yet was

thereby
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thereby difperfed into many countries, and caufed

*' to grow mightily," (A6ls, viii. 1.4.) So, the

preacher's imprifonment proved to the furtherance oF

the gofpel, (Phil. i. 12. 14.) And iince the Scrip-

tures were finiflied, human ftories, and our own ob-

fervation, do abundantly prove the matter in hand.

Do but confider how it prevailed to the dethroning

of Satan, and turning the world up-fide down, and

this by means theweakefl and moft unlikely (to rea-

fon) that could be pitched upon : not by the fword

and fpear, the bow and battle-ax, the barbed horfe,

and the martial heroes of the earth ; but by the bare

word of GOD : and this, not by the hand of the

learned fcribes and pharifees, lawyers, do6lors,

poets, philofophers; but by poor illiterate fiitiermen,

carpenters, publicans, tent-makers. And who fhall

be the fubjeds and party militant of this never-to-

be-conquered kingdom } not " the wife and pru-

*' dent, mighty and noble ; but babes, the poor,

*' weak, bafe, defpifed, and things that are not;

*' and by thefe he confounds the things that are,'*

(i Cor. i. 27.) And by what arms? "patience,

" and faith in the blood of the Lamb,*' (Hev. xii.

II. chap. xiv. 12.).

CoNsit)ER alfo, the conftant perfecution of the

church, and that by men of alj forts, efpecially thofe

of greateft power and policy; the barbarous devefta-

tions that have been made upon it; and .with what

implacable enmity the world is edged againft it- and

that yet it ftands invincible, and is ftill getting ground

:

you cannot but acknowledge the evident footfleps of

Sovereign power; *' that the moft High beareth rule

^ over all (Dan. iv. 25, 26.) ; and as for the coun-

f' fels
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" fels of the wife, he turneth them backward , (Ifa,

xliv. 25.).

Eighthly, An efpeclal ray of this glorious

power ihines forth in GOD*s actual predominating

and fubduingthe fpirits of men, in calling and con-

verting whom he will. One would think that a ra-

tional being fhould better difcern his own interefl,

and out of choice comply with the will of his Maker,

as who muft needs bed know what is beft for his crea-

ture, and who in reafon can have no other delign

upon him but his own good : but we find it other-

wife; the befl things degenerated turn the worft, and

are hardlieft reduced. Of all creatures, man fallen,

doth mofh avert, impugn and refift, when GOD
would turn him out of his natural courfe; notwith-

flanding the forefl of evils do attend his prefent ilate,

and all defireable happinefs would apparently follow

his change; yet, fo wedded he is to his lufts, and

head-flrong in his own will, that none of thefe things

move him : but on he goes, and on he will, yea,

though an incenfed angel with a drawn fword fhould

withfland him. To crufli them to nothing, or break

them to pieces, were eafily effeded; a Httle of divine

power would do that : but to humble a proud and

lofty fpirit; to foftenand melt an obdurate heart; to

tame, meeken, and reconcile a fanguinary rebel;

to change the very inwards of one habituated in fin

and enmity againfl GOD, and make him pliable to di-

vine impreflions : this highly proclaims the exceeding

greatnefs of his power ; it is a glorious trophy of divine

Sovereignty. Which is alfo farther confpicuous, and

greatly illuftrated, in maintaining the work begun,

and bearing it on through all oppofition : for there

needs
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needs the fame almightinefs of power to preferve the

new creation, as at firfh to raife it : the way of GOD
being altogether upwards and fupernatural, there is a

great pronenefs in creatures to revolt from it, (like a

rolling ftone on the ileep of a hill.) The remains of

old nature would, torrent-like, bear down all, if

fovereign power did not bar up the one, and fuftain

the other. For afpark of divine nature to live in the

bread of a lapfed creature, is as great a miracle, and

as high an effe6t of fovereign power, as all the in-

flances before enumerated, and more.

Ninthly, The Sovereignty of GOD proclaims

itfelf with a yet more afloniihing glory, in his eternal

difpofure of men's everlafting condition. To fhew,

or not to fhew mercy to perfons equally dignified (or

rather undignified) in themfelves: to make of the

fame lump one velTel to honour, and another to dif-

honour, is the fublimefl ad, and moft apparent de-

monftration of fovereign power concerning men.

The reafon of which (and that to fatisfadion) might

have been given, and would, had it befitted the

greatnefs of GOD, or the truft and reverence we

owe to him : but for the prefent he is pleafed to give

none other but that of his right; he may do what he

will with his own, (Rom. ix. i8.)

Lastly, Moft tranfcendently glorious, and for

ever and adorable, is the Sovereignty of GOD, in his

ordaining the man JESUS, " who was holy, harm-

" lefs, undefiled, and feparate from fmners," and was

alfo united to the fecond perfon, " to make his foul

'' an offering for fm." That the LORD of glory

(liould be made lin, and a curfe ; that was fuch a tre-

mendous aft of divine Sovereignty, as never fhall be

F 2 parakllcd,
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paralelled, and Ihould therefore for ever feal up our

lips from replying againft GOD, about his difpofing

of finful worms ; which thing, whenever we hear or

think upon, we (liould put our mouths in the duft.

Before I come to the Inferences, I would add a

Caution or two, to prevent thofe finifter deductions

which our deceitful hearts may be ready to draw from

this fovereign truth.

Caution I. See that you make not GOD the au-

thor of fin, by charging his facred decree with mens

mifcarriages,, as if that were the caufe or occafion of

them ; which we are fure j| is not, nor can be, any

more than the fun can be the caufe of darknefs. Be

it always remembered, that the LORD's rejecting

of men, puts nothing of evil into them, nornecefli-

tates the will ; it only leaves them to their own ways,

which they freely choofe : yet banking them in, and.

flopping them up, as he did the fountains of the

great deep, left they deluge the world with fin.

Caution II. Go not about to palliate, nor think to

extenuate your fin, by arguments fetched from GOD's
decree. That fm of the Jews, in '* crucifying the

*' LORD of glory,'* was in no wife lelfened, be-

caufe the counfelof GOD had determined the thing

to be done. For they perpetrated it with wicked

hands. Nor is mens unbelief ever the lefs culpable,

from GOD*s eternal difpofement of their conditions;

for it is not upon that confideration that they ftumble

at the word, or turn the deaf ear to it, or refift it^

but from their own natural blindnefs, and enmity

againft it.

And fo I come to the Inferences of this greatly ini-

porcant dodlrine ; and,

FirA
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Firji, From the Scriptures fo copioiifly holding It

forth, I infer, that the dodrine of GOD's Sove-

reignty is a very teaching do6trIne, and full of in-

ilrudion ; and, confequently, that it is both a duty,

and much for our profit, to be well acquainted with

it. And great confidence I have, that the farther you

go In an humble fiducial difquifitlonand contempla-

tion of it, the clearer will be the reafon thereof, and

the more ufefulnefs will ftUl appear to be in it. Let

reafon. but keep its own place (that is, let it go by

the rules of right and reafon), and nothing will be

more confonant thereto, than that '* the Moil High
*' fhould bear rule over all, and do according to his

" will ;" and that men, who are atoms of clay ani-

mated by his breath, fhould own him for their Sove-

reign LORD, and accordingly fubmit to him ; yea,

though fo It were that our own perfonal welflue were

not concerned in It, it will be of fingular ufe and

moment to us in the whole of our lives. Nothing

like this will allay thofe carnal reafonings, which are

fo unreafonably prone to put in their verdid of fpi-

ritual things (which yet carnal reafon hath no cogni-

fance of) ; and will indeed be filenced by nothing elfe;

the apoflle, therefore, thinks them not worthy a fur-

ther reply, whofe captious enquiries the Sovereignty

of GOD will not fatlsfy :
" Thou wilt fay then unto

** me, Why doth he yet find fault ? for who hath

*' refilled his will ? Nay, but, O man, who art thou

** that repliefl againft GOD ? Shall the thing formed
" fay unto him that formed it. Why hail thou made
*' me thus ? Hath not the potter power over the

*' clay, of the fame lump to make one vefiTel unto

[[ honour, and another unto dilhonour ?'* (Rom. ix,

i9»
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39, 20, 21.) O that tlie glory of this high attribute

might hide pride from men !

A SECOND Inference, which naturally flows from

this dodtrine, is that of the Pfalmift :
" O come, let

" us worfliip, and bow down, and kneel before the

" LORD our Maker, (Pfal. xcv. 6.) Let us give

him the glory of this great attribute, by a real and

practical owning that indifpenfable bond of obedi«

ence which it lays upon every creature : we are

highly obliged by it, both in point of fubjedtion,

and in point of faith.

Firji^ In point of fubjedlion^ to his laws, ordi-

nances, and providences.

I. For the laws of GOD, and his appointments.

Thefe we are to attend, obferve, and obey ; I cannot

fay, " For the LORD hath need of them -;' for

neither can our righteoufnefs profit him, nor our

wickednefs impair him, (Job, xxii. 2, 3. chap,

xxxiv. 7.) " He is the LORD thy GOD, and

worihip thou him, (Pfal. xlv. 12.) This is that

flrong reafon by which he hath backed both com-

mands and prohibitions ; "I am the LORD thy

'' GOD,'* (Exod. XX. 2.) Thou Qialt do thus : and

thus thou (halt not do, " I am the LORD :" this

he fets in the front of all ; and with this he clofeth

the rear, and guards them on every fide. Mofes

brings it in as a convincing reafon why we fliould

love GOD with our whole heart, and keep his com-

mandments, namely, becaufe he is the LORD, and

he only, (Deut. vi. 4.) No one, therefore, may

pretend to a right of giving laws to men, or to an in-

terefl in their love and obedience, fave with refpedb

to GOD, and the authority they have from him.

And
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And though he fometimes is pleafed (and it is a

great condefcenfion in the great GOD), by argu-

ments taken from our own good, to draw us to obe-

dience : " Do it, for it is for your Hfe," (Deut.

xxxii. 37.) yet in our fpirits, that of his fovereign

glory (hould have the preference. To cafl out I(h-

mael, was a thing grievous to Abraham j but being;

commanded of GOD, he " debates it not, nor de-

•' lays to do it/' Therefore hold on your way,

though never fo great obfcurity be upon it at pre-

fent : mind your duty in the midft of difcourage-

ments ; go as Peter, who, though he had laboured

all night, and caught nothing, yet fays; " Mafter,

" at thy command I will let down the net again,'*

Luke, V. 5.

2. Be fubjecl to his ordinances. If he pleafe to

command the ufins fuch means as have no natural

virtue towards fuch an effed, as in Mofes flretchiiig.

his hand over the fea, and fmiting the rock with his

rod j fo water in baptifm, and bread and wine in the

lord's fupper : prefume not to fay, *' What is there

*^ in thefe ?" Godlinefs is a myftery, which only

faith can uriderftand : there is no divine inftitution,

but hath meat in it that you know not of, which if

rightly ufed, will fpeak for itfelf. If he pleafe to

make clay of duft and fpittle, contemn it not j but

. fubmit to his will and way, and be thankful for thy

cure. Samfon's hair was an ordinance to him ;

which when he flighted, the SPIRIT of GOD left

him, and he became as other men, and recovered not,

iintil it was grown again : *' Lo, thou (halt con-

" ceive and bear a fon ; and no razor fhall come on

^' his head : for the child fhall be a Nazarite unta
*' GOD
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*' GOD from the womb : and he (liall begin to de«

*Miver Ifrael out of the hand of the Philiilines/*

(Judges, xiii. 5.) " And Delilah made Samfon

*' fleep upon her knees : and llie called for a man,

•' and fhe caufed him to (have off the feven locks

•' of his head; and Ihe began to afflict him, and his

" ilrength went from him. Hovvbeit the hair of his

«' head began to grow again after he was (haven,"

(chap. xvi. 19. 22.)

3. As touching the providences of GOD: ob-

ferve them, and fubmit to them. Look not on

them as empty things, the lead may yield you in-

llrudion, as alfo the mofl unlikely: " Out of the

" eater comes forth meat, and out of the fhrong

" fweetnefs,'* (Judges, xiv. 14.) though the thing be

a riddle to an heart uncircumcifed, plough with his

heifer, and ye fliali find it. Neither look on them as

things impertinent; but fay rather, "Is there not a

" caufe," though I fee it not .? the LORD does no-

thing in vain. Neither yet look on them as things

contingent : a fparrow falls not without his will, and

" the hairs of your head are all numbered," (Matt.

X. 29, 30.) David was dumb, and opened " not his

" mouth;" why? " Becaufe thou LORD didfl it,'*

(Pfal. xxxix. 9.) and Shimei's curfmg he bears pa-

tiently on the fame account, *' The LORD hath

" bidden him," (2 Sam. xvi. 10, n.)

There may be fuch a mixture and confufion of

things, and your expediation fo delayed and fruf-

trated, that your froward untamed heart may be

ready to wrangle it out, " Why falls it alike to all ?

*' why to the juft according to the work of the

'' wicked; and to the wicked according to the work
'' of
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'' of the righteous?'* (Eccl. viii. 14.) or, *' Why
*' one event to them both?" This is not to enquire

wilely ; you (hould rather conclude, " The LORD
" hath need of them;" that is, he hath occafion to

ufe fuch a providence to fulfil a word, or purpofe ;

,
and that of greater importance than to fatisfy youF

private concern, or prefent expedlation. If you

would caft, fo as to lie by your mark, this attribute

of Sovereignty gives you the beft ground. Search

and obferve as much as you will, fo you take faith

along with you, without which you can do nothing

warrantably. Faith is a fworn officer to the great:

King, and has a key for every lock that is fit to be

opened : it forces nothing 3 but where it cannot en-

ter, it ftays without, and waits a better feafon. Let

faith alfo be chief fpeaker in all your debates ; and

then the refult will be, that carnal reafon and prefent

fenfe (though very tenacious and fhubborn) fliall

yield the caufe, and let you go.

The fumof all is this, that though you be not con-

fcious to 3^ourfelf of any particular caufe or mifcar-

riage, befides what is common to men (which was

the cafe with Job), " Lay your hand upon your

** mouth,"as Jobdid, (Job,xl.4 )
" The moft High

** doth according to his will :" this even the proudefh

of kings acknowledged, (Dan. iii. 34, 35.) " when
" his underlianding returned to him ;" and fo will

you: and know, that if yourfpirit be out of frame in

your prefent condition, it would not, at prefent, be

better in any other.

Secondly^ Our Faith alfo is highly concerned in

the Sovereignty of GOD : for it both obligeth to be-

lieve in him, and alfo affords matter for faith to work

G upon.
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upon. To thefe ends the LORD holds it forth to

Abraham; '' I am the ALMIGHTY GOD; walk

" before me, and be thou perfed/' (Gen. xvii. i.)

This was what enabled him to believe he fhoiild have

a fon ; even while the deadnefs of his own body,

and of Sarah's womb, wrought ftrongly againft it,

(Rom. iv. 19.) This alfo was what made him fo

readily aiFent to the offering up of his fon, when he

had him. He had as much to fay againfl: it, as

could well befuppofed: for the promife was, that

" in Ifaac all the families of the earth fhould be

*' bleffed,'* (Gen. xxviii. 14.) which promife, and

this command, Abraham's reafon could not recon-

cile. The contradiction would furely have run him

down, had not his faith in this great attribute held

faft, and guided the reins; fuggefting to him, that

he who gave Ifaac a being from a withered flock,

was able alfo to raife him from the dead, (Heb.

xi. 19.) Abraham therefore difputes itnot;ftands

not fo much as to confider of it ; but up he gets early

to do it, (Gen. xxii. 3.) and hence he obtained that

honourable title, to be called, " the Friend of GOD T'

(James, ii. 23.)

Ye have leen now what Abraham did; ** Go ye

^' and do hkewife :" take hold of GOD's Sove-

reignty as your own, engaged by a covenant of

grace, and fo to be exerted for your good. Faith

gives a propriety in any attribute it looks upon, and

draws out the virtues thereof for itfelf. And there-

fore, whatever difiiculties are in your way, be not

difheartened by them ; but call in this fovereign

power, by faith, to your help. Remember the ready

fubjedUon which all creatures do pay to his word;

by
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by which alone (without creatures fervlce) he can le-

vel the mountains, and make crooked things flraight;

reftrain, alter, invert, and turn upfide down the very

courfe of nature: lb that which is death in itielf*

(hall be life to you. New cords and withs, when

touched by his word, are as flax and tow when

touched by the fire ; iron (hall be as ftraw, and brafs

as rotten wood, (Judges, xvi. 7. Job, xli. 27.)

Therefore lengthen the cords, and ftrengthen the

ftakes of your faith j you cannot believe greater

things, or better than GOD can do for you. Even

iin itfeif, which is the great (and really the only)

evil; it is his enemy as much as yours : and you may

be fure, he would not have fuffered its being in the

world, if he had not a power to correal and curb it,

yea, and to dellroy it too, at his pleafure : take

hold of his fovereign flrength, and your work is

done.

But here alfo a caution or two may feafonably be

added, for fuch reafons as are mixed with them.

I. If death in the pot hath once been healed, and

your borrowed ax-head (funk once, pad hopes of re-

covery) brought again to your hand, (2 Kings, vi. 6.)

fee that remilTnefs grow not upon it, left at another

turn the handle drop after the head. Gather not

wild gourds a fecond time, (2 Kings, iv. 39, k^c.)

left your prophet be abfent, or meal denied you.

Prefume not to dally with temptations (as Samfon

<fid), and then think to go out and fliake yourfelf as

at other times, (Judges, xvi. 20.) The divine

power is too great a thing to be trifled with, or made
to ferve with the follies of men.

G 2 2. Never
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1. Never look on this great attribute of Sove-

reignty, without your Mediator. As without him,

it cannot but be matter of terror and amazement to

fmners; it is he only can render it propitious to you.

As nothing is pleafing to GOD, but in and through

CHRIST; fo nothing in GOD is comfortable to

men, of for their eternal good, but as it comes to

them through him : as waters out of the fea imme-

diately are not potable, unlefs they be firfl deco6led

by the fun, orpafs through fome vein of earth, to

make them congruous to our nature.

I SHALL here mention two particulars of nearefl

concernment to us, wherein we are in a fpecial

iiianner to have refped unto the Sovereignty of

GOD.
1. As touching your own condition (your eve rlaft-

ing condition),fubmit to mercy, to fovereign mercy -,

that is, yield yourfelf to GOD without capitulating,

or making terms with him. Thofe Syrians well un-

derftood the meaning of this; they put ropes on

their heads, and themfelves in the conqueror's hands,

upon an uncertain conje(5lure, " [peradventure they

'' will fave us alive'*] (i Kings, xx. 31.) So do ye, al^

thbughye have but a [may be] " we (hall be hid,"

(Zeph. ii. 3.) mind your duty, and leave the iffue

to GOD ; believe above hope and againft hope : fol-

low GOD in the dark, as your father Abraham did,

not knowing whither he would lead him: thus to

do, is to give glory to GOD. Therefore, " fear the

" LORD, and obey the voice of his fervant;" even

then, " when 3'e are indarknefs, and have no light,"

(Ifa. 1. 10.) (namely, of his fpecial favour and love

to you in particular.) And though never fo great

dilcou-
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dlfcouragements are befor.e yon, from the giiik of

fins committed, the power of in-dwelling corruptions,

and your prefent averfenefs to believing; and here

withal, that faith is the great commandment; let

your heart anfwer, Is it my duty [my duty] to be-

lieve ? Nay, then I mull. Remember his greatnefs,

his abfolute dominion, the uncontrolablenefs of his

matters ; that " he hath concluded all in unbelief^

'* that he might have mercy upon all,*' (Rom.

xi.32.) (that is, that the falvation of thofe who fliaU

be faved might appear to be of mercy, and to be fo

acknowledged) : to him therefore commit your caufe,

and commit it to him as your fovereign LORD,
and fo leave it with him ; and fee that you take it

not out of his hand again, by your doubting the

ifliie of it : and know, that then is your foul nearefl

to peace and fettlement, when brought to this fiib-

miflion, " Be in fubjedion unto the Father of fpl-

" rits, and live," (Heb. xii.9.)

But let not the word be mifconilrued : I do not

mean, by fubmiffion, that you jfhould be fatisfied un-

der a denial of mercy, on the account of GOD's ab-

folute dominion : I cannot think that a neceiliiry

term or qualification in your treating with GOD for

falvation : for, i. I do not find that GOD requires

fuch a fubmillion, as the condition of obtaining;

mercy ;*"nor that he hath made any promife to give

fuch a fubmiffion, in order to that end ; nor any in-

ftance in Scripture of the faints having or endeavour-

ing fuch a frame of fpirit in that bufinefs;'%or yet

that men are any where taxed for not attaining to ir.

They are blamed, indeed, and that worthily, for not

fubmitting to the righteoufnefs of GOD ^ (that is,

for
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for not renouncing their own, and flying to that of

CHRIST) : and this blame-worthinefs you cannot

efcape, if finding yourfelf loft and undone, 3'ou

will not prefently run to CHRIST, without firft

finding in yourfelf fomething that may feem to com-

mend you to him. 2. Such a fubmiffion feems re-

pugnant to GOD's revealed will. For, if this be

the " will of GOD, even our fandiiication," that

we fhould believe on his Son, and love him with

our whole heart ; then it cannot be his will, that we

fhould be willing to remain in an unfanclified ftate,

in unbelief and enmity againfl: him; which are the

infeparable conjunds of willingnefs to be feparated

from GOD. 3. Becaufe the promife of eafe and reft

is made to the weary and heavy laden, coming to

CHRIST 'y not to a contentednefs to be divided from

him : and the promife of fatisfaclion is to your hun-

gering and thirfting after righteoufnefs ; not to the

cefTation of your defire, without the thing which only

can fatisfy. 4. Becaufe, to be fatisfied without ob-

taining mercy, is to be fatisfied with an utter .inca-

pacity to glorify the grace of GOD, and to enjoy

communion with him ; which are the principal end

and duty of men. 5. It is crofs to the genius and

concreated principle of the reafonable creature, which

is, to feek its own happinefs : in any thing fliort o^

which it ought not to acquiefce. 6. Such a fubmif-

fion cannot be requifite in preparatory work ; be-

caufe that would fuppofe the highefl pitch of grace

attained (if yet it be a grace and attainable), before

you believe; and confequently, that it is not a grace

out of CHRlST*s fulnefs; for ye are fuppofed to

have it before ye go to him. And therefore, when I

fay,
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fliy, ye muft fubmit, without capitulating or making

terms ; my meaning is, ye are not to treat upon

terms of your own making, nor propound any thing

to GOD, but what fovereign mercy propounds to

^'^ou, as the way and means of obtaining your great

end: and great reafon ye have for this fubmilTion;

for herein lies 3^our intereft; thofe being, in truth,

the only terms by which a loft and finful creature can

be rendered falvable, or capable of being faved : as

will further appear in the fequel of this Difcourfe.

I THINK, with humbljs fubmiffion, that if any

point of time may be fuppofed before the decree, it

was then that abfolute dominion bore fway ; but ever

fince election came in. it is 2;race that reions : not

that Sovereignty is ceafed, but transferred: before it

was in power, but now in grace; in grace, as touch-

ing the ele6l, and in juftice, refpedling the reft.

Grace is the attribute GOD delights to honour, and

all the other are, if I may fo fpeak, as fubjecls of

this : even CHRIST himfelf was made a Servant,

to perform the pleafure of his grace :
" Behold my

" Servant, whom I uphold ; mine elecl, in whom
«' my foul delighteth : I have put my SPIRIT upon
'* him: he fhall bring forth judgment to the Gen-
*' tiles,'' (Ifa. xlii. i.) So then, that you are to

fubmit unto, is the good pleafure of GOD's will, as

held forth in the covenant of grace, undertaking for,

and perfedly able to fave you ; and as having his

fovereign power engaged to make it good. Which
feems the fcope of that palTage in Mofes's prayer for

the people, when they had highly provoked GOD:
5, Let the power ofmy LORD be great, according as

*« thou haft fpoken," ^c, (Numb. xiv. 1 7, 18, 19.)

It
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It was to pardon, and flill to own them for his peo-

ple. And to this agree all thofe Scriptures which

hold forth the power of GOD as the ground of

faith; as that by which he is able to pardon fin, to

fubdue iniquity, and to hold your fouls in life. You
are therefore directed, if you will have peace with

GOD, " to take hold of his ftrength," (Ifa.

xxvii. 5.) which cannot be meant of a contented-

nefs in having that ftrength put forth to deftroy, but

as being perfedlly able and engaged by his covenant

to fave you. As to the time when the LORD will

manifeft his love to you ; as alfo the manner and

meafure of his difpenfing it ; the good pleafure of

his will is exprefsly and with all quiemefs of fpirit to

be fubmitted unto: but as to the thing itfelf, you

ought not to be faid nay: but do as he did, who had

power with GOD, and prevailed. " He wept and
*' made fupphcation," (Hof. xii. 4.) but flill re-

folved, '' I will not let thee go, except thou blefs

*' me," (Gen. xxxii. 26.)

2. As for the other neareft concernment, touch-

ing your children, deal in like manner for them, by

fubmitting them to the fame mercy. It is true, that

next to your own perfonal falvation, there cannot

be a greater evidence of GOD's love to you, thaa

to choofe your children after you ; nor any thing

more defirable to you : therefore *' command them,

*' and inflrud them to keep the way of the LORD,'*

(Gen. xviii. 19.) that he may bring on them the

blefTing you mod defire for them: but be not over

folicitous and cad down, becaufe you fee not yet the

marks of election upon them. The LOR.D doth not

indeed bind himfclf to take iill a believer's children,

nor
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nor doth he lunit hlmfelf from taking any others.

There is nothing declared touching his purpofe to

take all the one, left they fliould thence take,occa-

fion to be remifs in their duty (which, till conver-

fion, is very natural to us) : nor doth he exclude the

children of others : for that might difcourage and

weaken their hands to that which is good. In this

various difpenling of his everlafting love, he is

pleafed fo to referve his liberty and fovereign prero-

gative, that he greatly manifefts his love to be-

lievers, in fo frequent choofmg of their feed ; and

the freenefs of his grace, in not rejedihg wholly the

feed of others.

Infer. 3. How happy and fovereignly blefled arc

thofe who have an intereft in this great and fovereign

LORD ! Be the earth ever fo unquiet, and the tu-

mult of it ever fo boifterous and unruly, the LORD
is above them. He (its on the waters, as a prince in

his chariot, guiding all as he will : he is that great

Didlator, whofe word is the law indeed : if he but fay.

Come, Go, Do this, there needs no more* Who
would not be the fubjed of fuch a Prince ? and much
more his favourite? and yet, this high privilege

every foul isblefled with, that has in truth taken hold

of his covenant: for that takes in all between the

two eternities, and eternity itfelf withal; and the

fpirit or ftrength of the whole lies in thofe few (but

very compendious) words, *' I will be your GOD.'*

When the Lord would comfort his people to purpofcj

and put on their eagles wings, what a glorious nar-

rative doth he make of his power and fovereign great-

nefs, in Ifa. xl. from verfe 12. to verfezG.! And
then tells them, that all this is theirs, verfe 27. And

H if
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if GOD be yours, all things are yours. Wha^
and where is he that can fupplant you of his blefling ?

you may rejoice in his highnefs, the thoughts where-

of are matter of terror to other men. After the re-

hearfal of all the happinefs and glory that men or an-

gels are capable of, it fhall all be coniprifed in this,

as the original thereof, and fum of the whole,

" Happy are they whofe GOD is the LORD,'* (Pf.

cxliv. 15.

Infer, 4. We may fee here, the reafon why GOD
doth fometimes defer to anfwer the doubts and que-

ries we flick at, and mofl defire to be refolved

about : it is not only to fhew his Sovereignty, but

to bring our hearts to a pradical acknowledgment of

it. Mofes was very unwilling to go on this meflage

to Pharaoh : many pretences he had to put it by

:

when-as the danger he might be in for killing the

Egyptian was the bottom objeclion, though he fpeaks

it not out. Indeed, the men who fought his life

were now dead, which if he had known before, all

thofe excufes had probably been fpared: but the

LORD was pleafed to conceal it from him, until

he had brought him to a full compliance with his

will, and then reveals it to him unafked, (Exod. iii,

II. and iv. 10. 13. 19.) So, likewife, he would not

take off his hand from Job, until he had well learned

him this lefTon, (Job, xlii. 2, ^c.) Say not therefore

(becaufe you have not returns fo foon as you would),
^' The LORD hath forfaken me ; my LORD hath
" forgotten me," (Ifa. xlix. 14.) But follow that

great refolution recorded of old, " I will wait upon
" the LORD5 who hidethhis face (at prefent) from

m " the
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*' the houfe of Jacob, and I will look for him," (Ifa.

viii. 17.)

Infer, 5. Let no man, then, who will fay, " The
*' LORD he is GOD," prefume to intrench onhisfa-

cred royalty, by feeking a reafon of his decrees, be-

yond or befides the good pleafure of his will. Even

fovereigns of dufh will not admit it in lubjeds, though

of the fame mould w^ith themfelves. It is an impe-

rial fecret, *' The chief of the ways of GOD^"
it belongs to himfelf alone to know it; and the know-

ledge thereof would not profit us now. Befides,

there is enough revealed, of great importance to us

at prefent, on which to employ the utmoft of our

time and flrength. By over-grafping, we may fprain

our hands, and unfit them for fervice, otherwife

within their compafs, but we gain nothing. There-

fore go not about to fathom this great deep. Who,
but one of Ihallow underftanding, would think to

meafure the fea by handfuls ? or to give a demonftra-

tive reafon of its various and convertible courfes ! Re-

member that you magnify his word, (Job, xxxvi.

24.) but leffon it not, by pretending to comprehend

it, (Ecclef. viii. 17.) " Sandify the LORD in your
" hearts, and fear before him,*' (I(a. viii. 13.

Infer, 6. This gives a reafon, why men of the

largefb capacity, for learning and natural under-

flanding, are fo mightily puzzled and labyrinthed in

fpiritual matters, particularly the doctrine of eledlion :

why they do fo ftrongly oppofe it, and are fo hardly

reconciled with it. They are not (in truth) fubdued

to the dodlrine of GOD's Sovereignty : and therefore,

while in difcufling thofe points of faith, they judge

as their natural optics reprefent them, they lofe both

H 2 them-
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themfelves and the truths which yet (In fome de-

gree) " is made known unto babes," (men of low

flature to them) whofe fpirits the LORD hath fub-

dued to reft contented with what their Father is

pleafed to tell them: and for the reft (as namely,

the manner and reafon of GOD's difpofements and

difpenfations), they live by faith in his righteoufnefs

;

waiting for the day that fliall reveal all things; when

the tabernacle of GOD, which yet is in heaven,

fliall be let down among men, or they taken up into

.

it, and thefe hidden things of Sovereignty fliall be

more openly known among them.

Laftly, This do6trine of GOD's abfolute domi-

nion, clears away all that made-ground and rubbifli,

W'hich the principles of free-will grace do found their

eledionupon; and fliews us the only true and proper

foundation of Scripture-eleftion ; with thofe other

important truths which hold upon it, or are confe-

quents of it : all which have their head in the Sove-

reignty of GOD, and are derived thence, as rivers

are from the fea : as through his bleffing and grace

may appear afterwards. And fo I Ihall clofe up this

firft part of the preface, with that holy rapture of the

Pfalmift:. *' Be thou exalted, LORD, in thine own
" ftrength; fo will we fing, and praife thy power,"

(Pfal. xxi. 13.) " The Lord hath prepared his

" throne in the heavens, and his kingdom ruleth

" over all. Blefs the Lord, ye his angels, that ex-

" eel in ftrength ! Blefs the Lord, all ye his hofts

;

" ye minifters of his that do his pleafure! Blefs the

' LORD, all his works, in all places of his domi-

'^ nion
! Blefs the LORD, my foul/' (Pfal. ciii,

19. Z2^ ^



OF THE

RIGHTEOUSNESS OF GOD,

TT AVING founded this Dlfcourfe on the Sove-

-* -* reignty of GOD, as the befl and moil natural

ground of fatisfa6tion (or captivation) to reafon,

touching Eledion : now, as a means to quahfy our

fpirits, and reconcile them with the doftrine of So-

vereignty, it feemeth expedient to annex that of his

Righteoufnefs : and, I think, there is not a more ra-

tional propofition, or more obhging to fubmiilion,

than

^* That there is no Unrighteoufnefs with GOD."

This is the natural adjund of divine Sovereignty,

which, as we are indifpenfibiy bound to beHeve, fo

to be well grounded in the faith of it, will be of ex-

ceeding great ufefujnefs to us in every condition

;

efpecially under thofe darker adminiftrations, of

which we do not fee at prefent the caufe, reafon, or

tendency ; when matters of great importance feem to

be confufed or negleded ; when all things in view

fall out alike to all ; and you cannot know either

good, or evil, by all that is before you. I fliali

therefore colled fome of thofe confiderations, from

which you may find fome light and influence in a

dark and cloudy day^ and by which (as a means), I

myfelf
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myfelfvvas drawn in and guided to this determina-

tion, before I had fearched the Scriptures exprefsly

concerning this fiibje(5t : and they may ferve, both as

aro uments to demonflrate the propofition, and as an-

tidotes againft chbfepoifonous contradidions, which

carnal reafon and unbelief will be too often forging

and flinging in upon us. And,

Jrg. I. Is founded on that infinite bleflednefs,

which the Moft High GOD was poiTeiTed of in him-

felf, before the world, or any creature was made.

He did not make them for any need he had of them,

but for his pleafure, (Rev. iv. ii.) and if he needed

them not, there could be no need, or reafon why he

fhould make them fuch, or to fuch an end as not to

be wifely over-ruled, and their end attained, with-

out doing wrong to any. The motives by which

men are fv\ayed to wrong-doing, are chiefly tw^o,

I. To obtain fomething they have not. Ahab flew

[Naboth for his vineyard, (i Kings, xxi.) and Atha-

liah all the feed royal, to get the throne, (2 Kings, xi.

)

Or, 2, To fecure what they have. Pharaoh op-

prelTed the people, left growing mighty they fliould

Ihake off his yoke, and get them out of his fervice,

(Exod. i. 10.) Jeroboam fet up his calves to keep

the people at home, and firm to himfelf, (i Kings,

xii. 27, 28.) and the Jews, they put CHRIST to

death, left the Romans fliould come and take away

their place and nation, (John, xi, 48.) Thefe two

have lliared the parentage of all the opprefTion and

wrong-doing that have been in the world : neither

of which is compatible with our great and blefled

GOD : for all things are his already ; he pofTelTeth

the heavens and the earth, and all the hofts of them,.

with
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with an abfolute power and right to difpofe of them.

And as for fecuring what he hath, of whom fhoiild

he be afraid ? for, i. " There is no GOD befides

*' him ;" the LORD himfelf, who needs mufhknow

it, if there were another, profeiTeth folemnl)^ that

*' he knows not any," (Ifa. xUv. 6. 8.) And, 2. As

for creatures, they are all more abfolutely under his

fubjeclion, than the fmalleft duft under our feet is

to us. " The nations are to him lefs than nothins*

*^ and vanity," (Ifa. xl. 17.) He needs not fo much
as touch them, to bring them down : it is but " ga-

" thering to himfelf his fpirit and his breath, and
*' they periili together," (Job, xxxiv. 14, 15.) If

the LORD but withhold his fuftaining influence,

they fall of themfelves ; but he remains the fame to

all generations.

Arg. II. Another argument Is founded on the

infinite perfedlion of his nature. This thofe feraphic

heralds proclaim under the notion of holy, holy,

holy, (Ifa. vi. 2.) Its reduplication im.ports the

highcft perfedion. And Moles (who of all mortals,

had neareft accefs to GOD) puts it in the front of

his triumphal titles, (Exod. xv. 11.) " Glorious in.

* holinefs !" It is that whereby all the divine ex-

cellencies are fummarily exprelTed. The righteous

LORD will do no iniquity : he is of purer eyes

than to look upon it. It is an high demon-

ftration of his excellency, that he cannot deny him-

felf: that is, he cannot do any thing that is in the

leafl degree contrary to his holy nature ; nothing

that needs to be retracted, or to alter his mind

about it. His will is the rule of righteoufnefs, and

righteoufnefs is the rule of his wilL The faints of

old
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old were perfedVly of this mind :
*' Shall not the

"Judge of all the earth do right?" (Gen. xviii.

25.) And the apoftle puts it as a queflion not to be

anfwered, that if GOD were unrighteous, " How
" then ihall he judge the world ?" (Rom. iii. 6.)

Jrg. III. It is alfo apparent, from the conftant

rule and meafure of GOD's difpenfements, which

are not done fortuitoufly, nor rafhly, but with deli-

beration and exadnefs. " He lays judgment to the

" rule, and righteoufnefs to the plum.met,'* (Ifa-

xxviii. 7.) He will notpuniili without acaufe, nor

more than is deferved. Touching the lins of Sodom^

" I will go down,'* fays GOD, " and fee whether they

" have done [altogether] according to the cry of

" it," (Gen. xviii. 21.) "He renders to every one

" according to their deeds," (Rom. ii. 6.) " and
" gives them [a jufl] recompence of reward,"

(Heb. ii. 2.) " He will not call away the perfed

" man, nor help the wicked," (Job, viii. 20.) Eli-

phaz puts the queftion with great confidence (as well

he might), " Who ever periflied being innocent ?"

(Job, iv. 7.) His righteoufnefs is fuch, that it even

holds his hands until the innocent be out of danger.

The angels were ftrairly commanded, not to begin

the execution of GOD's wrath on the wicked world,

" until his fervants were marked out," (Rev. vii. 3.)

and when the LORD came to deilroy Sodom, he

haftens righteous Lot to Zoar, with this only argu-

ment, ''
1 cannot do any thing until thou be come

" thither," (Gen. xix. 22.)

Jrg. iV. It is further evidenced, by the laws he

hath given unto men; the fum of which is, to do

rightcoully; and the end of them, the good and wel-

fare
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fare of the creature. After a thoufand years expe-

rience of thefe, compared with the ifTue of men's in-

ventions, they are acknowledged to be " right judg-

*' ments, good flatutes, and laws of truth/* (Neh.

ix. 3.) What an admirable catalogue have we ia

Romans xii. 12. and Galatians v. 22.!

1. Of fuch as concern our duty towards himfelf

immediately, this is the fum; " Thou (halt worfhip

" the LORD thy GOD, and him only Ihalt thou

'' ferve,** (Matt. iv. 10.) There is nothing more

equal and juft than to worlhip and ferve him, whofe

we are : to love and to live to him, from whom we

have our life and breath; efpecially confidering that

" his commandments are our life," (Deut. xvi.

18,19.)

2. Such as refer more immediaiely to ourfelves, as

Temperance, Chaflity, Moderation, Sobriety, ^c,

Thefe, as is evident to all, do greatly conduce to

our outward welfare, both in point of health, eflate,

profperity, &c. And what evil confequents do at-

tend the contraries of thofe virtues, might be every

day's obfervation ; more efpecially fuch as relate to

our fpiritual ftate and welfare : of which more par-

tiularly under the next argument.

3. Such commands alfo as refpedl our duty towards

men; as to do juftly; to fliew mercy; to " follow

" peace with all men," every one to mind his own
buiinefs, and not intermeddle with others : (o, to

" be fubjed to the powers that be ;" and to " pray
*•' for thofe in authority" (thenegled of which duty

may be a caufe of our difquietment from them, at

lead it may prove an eclipfe of our joyfulnefs in

fuffering under them, cffr.); the fum of this kind

I of
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of duties we have ii that {landing nncontrolable rule,

of " doing to others as we would they fhould do
•' unto us." On the contrary, there is nothing for^

bidden but what tends to our hurt; as, if it were

needful, might be demonftrated by inftances in-

numerable.

4, To this alfo might be added, the ftricl injunc^

tions that GOD hath laid upon the fubordinate dif-

penfers of his law; as, namely, " to judge the peo-

*' pie with juft judgment; not to wreft judgment,
*' norrefped perfons," (Deut. xvi. 18, 19.) " yea,

" he curfeth them that pervert judgment," (chap,

xxvii. 19.) " and will furely reprove them that ac-

*' cept perfons," (Job. xiii. 10.) &c. And " fliall

^' mortal man be more juil than GOD ?" (chap.

iv. 17.) Will he, under fuch penalties, command

men to do thus, and not much more do fo himfelf ?

Arg. V. Another beam of the righteoufnefs of

GOD, iliines forth in his putting the matter of our

duty into fuch a way and method, as renders it

more facile, and moftly conduceth to our chief end,

As, I, " To remember our Creator in the days of

*' our youth," (Eccl. xii. 12.) For the work of con-

verfion, and turning to GOD, muft needs be much
eaiier then, than when habituated in an evil courfe

:

for long impenitency (befides the provocation it is to

GOD) eftranges the mind more from him; makes

the fpirit more inflexible, and harder to be wrought

upon ; it multiplies our work, and fubtradls our

llrength : for one accuflomed in evil to learn to do
well, and for a blackmoor to change his ikin, are

tilings of a like poflibihty : it is a very rare and diffi-

cult
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Cult thing for " a man to be born again when he is

^' old.'*

2. To watch agalnfl, and fupprefs the firft mo-

tions of fin, and to avoid whatever might be an oc-

cafion, or have tendency towards it. And in order

thereto, to " take heed to our fpirit," (Mai. ii. 15.)

^' To keep the heart with all diligence," (Prov.

iv. 23.) " To abftain from all appearances of evil,"

(i Their, v. 22.) *' To hate the garment fpotted by
'' the flefhj" (Jude, ver. 23. ) " And to make a co-

" venant with our eyes," as Job did^
(
Job, xxxi. i.)

For the profefled praftice of fome faints is direc-

tive to others, and equivalent to a command. To
keep an enemy from riling, is much eafier than to

quell him when he is up j yea, to nip (in when it is

young, is the ready way, not only to keep it low,

but to kill it; as the continual plucking off buds

from a tree or plant, deftroys the root.

3. Not to do any thing, the lawfulnefs whereof

is dubious to us; which, as it is a fin in itfelf (as

every thing is which is not of faith), (K.om. xiv. 23.)

fo it tends to obfcure to us th^ true light of other

things, and emboldens to further attempts. Yea,

farther, not to mind only the lawfulnefs of things^

but their expediency, (i Cor. vi. 12.) the not heed-

ing of which, proves often an occalion of fin t6

others, whereof we cannot be guiltlefs. So, likewife,

to cherilh all motions to good ; not to quench the

SPIRIT, (i Theff. v. 19.) and to hearken, or liftea

^'ligently what the LORD GOD will fpeak, (Exod.

XV. 26.) who oft-times delivers his mind with " a

*' ftill and fmall voice," ( i Kings, xix. 12.) which

doubly obligeth our attention.

I 2 4. I:^
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4. In his prefTing, with fo much weight and necef^

fity, thofe great duties of faith, love, patience, felf*

denial, <sfc. (i.) Faith, which confifts in fubrait-

ting to the " righteoufnefs of GOD," taking hold of

his ftrength, and following the condud of his wif-

dom : and, in order thereto, fhewing us our own

rmfukefs, weaknefs, and folly, with the vanity of

all created bottoms, which have always failed at the

greatefl need j and fo drawing our hearts to lean on

himfelf only, in whom alone we have righteoufnefs

and ftrength, (Ifa. xlv. 24.) (2.) Love : this is a

powerful, adive, candid, and obliging principle j it

" bears all things; thinks no evil ; takes all in good
*' part,** (i Cor. xiii. 5.) makes that both portable

and pleafanr, which without love would be both harfli

and burdenlbme. {3.) Patience, and meeknefs of

fpirit; thefe mitigate the dolor of any fufFering, and

often prevent or allay the ftorm that is riling. " A foft

" anfwer turneth away wrath,** (Prov. xv. i. Judg.

viii. 3.) It alfo breeds experience ; i. That any afflic-

tions may be born, through him that ftrengthens us,

(2 Cor. xii. 9.) 2. That afflidions are all for our

profit, (Heb. xii. 10.) 3. That we could not well

have been without them, (i Pet. i. 6, 7.) 4. It alfo

gives to underftand the LORD's meaning in them,

which the noife of tumultuating paffions would drown

in us. And, as a means to work this patience, the

LORD fets before us, i. That there is a caufe of

every chaftening ; and that caufe is from ourielves

;

and therefore no caufe to complain. 2. That he af-

ilids not willingly ; but anly when there is need, and

no more than needs muft. 3. That he hath many

gracious ends in afflicting ; as, (i.) To humble for fm

com-^
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committed ; as in Jofeph's rough dealing with his

brethren, (Gen. xlii. 21.) (2.) To purge out drofs;

as in the cafe of ManaiTeh, (2 Chron. xxxiii. 1 1. 13,)

and the whole churcli, (Ifa. xxvii. 9.) (3.) To pre-

vent fins we Ihould otherwife fall into : thus he kept

Paul from being exalted above meafure, (2 Cor,

xii. 7. (4.) To wean us from the world ; this he ex-

pelled from Baruch, (Jer. xlv. 4, 5.) and this effecl:

it had upon Afaph, (Pfal. Ixxiii. ^^.) (5.) To exer-

cife our graces ; as Abraham's great faith, by his va-

rious temptations ; and Eaul was much under infir-

mities, that he might " magnify the power of

" CHRIST," (2 Cor. xii. 9.) (6.) ByleiTer tempta-

tions, and deliverances from them, we are fitted for

greater, and our faith ftrengthened, both to bear and

to get through them ; which greater, had they come
afore, might have overturned us. 4. Self-denial :

this is a duty of nearefh concernment to us, fince we
have no fuch enemies as felf-love, and fleflily lufts to

war againfh our fouls. Thefe things confidered, will

lliew that David's concluiion is right and genuine -

'' Good and upright is the LORD, therefore will he
** teach fmners in the way," (Pfal. xxv. 8.) Even
reafon itfelf might tell us (to be fure fandified rea-

fon and experience will), that thus to command and.

dired, is to lead in the right way ; and it highly

commends to us the righteoufnefs of GOD.
Jrg. VI. The righteoufnefs of GOD is farther

made out, by his affixing rewards and puniQiments,

to good and evil works refpedlively, according to

what is the proper refuk and natural produd: of

them: " Whatfoever a man fows, that (liall he reap,"

(Gal vi. 7.) <« Every feed Ihall have its own
'' body,"
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*« body," (i Cor. XV. 38.) " He will give to every

/«' one according to his ways, and the fruit of his do-

•' *' ings," (I^- ^ii- lOj ^^- J^^- xxxii. 19.) Holi^

iiefs hath in it a natural tendency to life and peace :

it is a tree of life, (Prov. iii. 18.) Grace and glory

grow from the fame root : falvation is the end of

fkith; the B.ov^ev that grows upon it, (1 Pet. i. 9.)

*' The work of righteoufnefs is peace, and the effe6t

" thereof quietnefs and afllirance for ever," (Ifa.

xxxii. 17.) It is fometimes called, " the way of

" life," (Prov. xii. 28.) Sometimes " the fountain

" and well-fpring of life," (Prov. xiv. 27.) And
it tendeth to life, (Prov. xix. 23.) For if the root

be holy, the branch cannot be otherwife, (Rom«

xi. 16.)

It is fo likew^ife with fin : death follows fin, not

only as a punifliment for delinquency, but as its na-

tural ofF-fpring, (Prov. xxiii. 29.) Original corrup-

tion is the root ; fin the ftalk that grows next upon

it ; and death the finifhing, or full corn in the ear,

(James, i. 14, 15.) If there benojuflice to revenge

fin, fin would be vengeance to itfelf :
*' Sinners lie

" in wait for their own blood," (Prov. i. 18.) ''It

" is their own wickednefs that cor'reds them,"
(
Jer^

ii. 19.) " The way of fin inclineth to death, and

" its footfteps to the dead : its fleps take hold on

" hell," (Prov. ii. 18. and v. 5.) Unbelief may be

an inflance for all ; as out of which all fins elfe are

derived : this was the root of Adam's apoftacy,

(Gen. iii.) of all that people's rebellions in the wil-

dernefs, (Numb. xiv. 11.) of the Jews rejeding the

Mefliah, (John, xix. 7. 12.) Faith is that which

holds the foul to GOD^ its life and bleflednefs: un-

belief
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belief is departing from him, or letting go its hold

;

the loofing of the knot, upon which the foul falls

off of its owg> accord : and the firft flep from GOD
fets in a way of death ; as a branch breaking off from

its flock 'dies of itfelf. This was Adam's unbelief:

in all men fince, it is a refufmg to return.

Jrg. VII. This dodrine is further confirmed, by

the general unanimous confent and affirmation of

thofe befl: able to judge, (i.) They alTert it. Job,

a man of great wifdom and integrity, " not his like

" in all the earth,'* (Job, i. 8.) and none fo forely

afflided ; yet, fays Elihu to him, by way of counfel

(as what himfelf would do in the like cafe), " I will

" afcribe righteoufnefs to my Maker," (chap, xxxvi.

3.) and, " furely GOD will not pervert judgment,"

(chap, xxxiv. 12.) '^ GOD is known (that is, he is

^' known to be GOD) by the judgments which he
'' executeth," (Pfal. ix. 16.) "The LORD is

*^ upright; there is no unrighteoufnefs in him,"

(PfaL xcii. 15,) ^' He loveth righteoufnefs, and
*' hateth iniquity. The fceptre of his kingdom is

*' a right fceptre," (Pfal. xlv. 6, 7.) " Righte-

*' oufnefs and judgment are the habitation of hrs

*' throne," (Pfal. xcvii. 2,. Deut. xxxii. 4.) That
" true and righteous are his judgments," is the

voice of thofe in heaven, (Rev. xix. 2.) (2.) They
fiibmit to it, even then when moft provoked by

men's injurious dealings w^ith them for his fake

;

and when the LORD's own hand hath been moft

fevere towards them. ^' Aaron held his peace,"

(Levit. X. 3.) " It is the Lord," faith Eli, '' let

" him do what feemeth him good," ( i Sam. iii. 18.)

Hczekiah alfo, '' Good is the word of the LORD,"
2 Kines,
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(2 Kings, XX. 19.) Yea, they have done thus, when

by the light of natural reafon they could fee no rea-

foil for it: witnefsjob; who, when plundered of all,

becaufe " he feared GOD, .and efchewed evil," and

could jullify himfelf to the height, as to any hypo-

crify; yet, fays he, 'Si will make fupplication to

" my Judge," (Job, ix. 15,) Look on our Lord

and Saviour himfelf, and fee his confeffion :

" Our fathers cried unto thee, and were delivered ;.

" but I, though day nor night I am not filent,

*' thou heardeft me not." How does he clofe his

complaint ? Not, Thou dealefh more hardly with

me, who lefs have deferved it -, but, " Thou art

*' holy," (Pfal. xxii. 2, 3, 4.) Jeremy, indeed,

began to objed, becaufe the " way of the wicked

^^ profpered, and they were happy that dealt trea-

"-^ cheroully :" but he prefentiy bethinks himfelf,

withdraws his plea, and yields the caufe :
" Righte-

" ous aft thou, O LORD, when I plead with

" thee," (Jer. xii. 1.) 1 might inftance the fuf-

frao-es even of wicked men, and of the moft obdu-

rate among them ^ whofe confciences, at times, have

enforced their confeffion of this truth ; and the tef-

timony of an adverfary proves ftrongly. Pharaoh

fubfcribes to it :
'' The LORD is righteous, I and

*-' my people are wicked," (Exod. ix. 27.) As alfo

doth Adonibezeck, and Saul, (Judges, i. 7, i Sam,

xxiv. 17. 19.) (3.) The faints triumph in the

righteoufnefs of GOD, as well they may, and call

upon others to do the like :
" The LORD reign-

" eth, let the earth rejoice," (Pfal.xciii. 97.99.)
" O let the nations be glad.^ and ling for joy ; for

^* thou ihalt judge the people righteouily," (Pfal

xcii
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xcii. 4.) " JLet the heavens rejoice, and the earth

" be glad before the LORD : for he cometh, for

" he cometh -to judge the earth,'* (Pfal. xcvi. ii.

13.) &c. And hence it was that Paul, and the reft

of them, though the preferit fenfe of their fufferings

was grievous, yet they gloried in them, and rejoiced

greatly in hopes of that glory and " crown of righte-

*' oufnefs, which GOD, as a righteous Judge, had
" prepared for them,'* (2 Tim. 4. 8.)

Jrg. VIII. The righteoufnefs of GOD Is yet far-

ther illuftrated, by the iflue and event of his darkeft

difpeiifations. " The confumption decreed fliall

*' overflow with righteoufnefs," (Ifa. x. 22.) and no-

thing elfe fhallbe in it. His people, though long un-

der oppreflion, he brought them forth atlaft, with the

greater fubftance. His leading them about in the

wildernefs, as it were in a maze, forty years together;

and bringing them back to where they had beea

many years before ; yet proved it to be the right way,

(Pfal. cvii. 7.) and it was for " their good in the lat-

" terend," (Deut. viii. 16.) David's long perfecu-

tion by Saul, made him the fitter for the kino-dom

:

and adapted him for the office of principal fecretary

to the great King; opportunely acquainting him
with all the affairs of the heavenly ftate and council,

that are fit to be known upon earth : and by his

hand and experience they are confirmed to us; and

this amongft the reft. " Bleired is the man whom
" thou chafteneft, andteacheft him out of thy law,'*

(Pfal. xciv. 12.) We fee it aifo, by the end the

LORD made with Job; "he brought him forth like

" gold," and doubled his bleflings upon him, (job,

:?diii. 12.) The bafket of good figs were fent into

K capti-
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captivity for their gooci, (Jer. xxiv. 5.) Paul's afflic-

lions turned to his falvation, (Phil. i. 19.) Even

the temptations, forrows, and fu fieri ngs of Chrift

himfelf, which were fach as never were known by

men, were intended, and accordingly did, perfect

and enable him for his office of Mediator: " Where-
" fore in all things it behoved him to be made like

'' untQ his brerhren, that he might be a merciful and

" faithful high priefl: in things pertaining to GOD,
" to make reconciliation for the fins of the people.

" For in that he himfelf hath fuflered, being tempted,

*' he is able to fuccour them that are tempted,*'

(Heb. ii. 17, 18.)

Arg. IX. Another great inftance and evidence of

the righteoufnefs of GOD, appears in the manner

of his procedure in reference to the eled. Thofe

precious fouls, whom he loved from everlafting,

and determined to bring to glory : yet, having

finned, not one of them fliall enter there, without

fatisfadtion made to his juftice; even thofe he will

not juilify, butfo as to be juft in doing of it, (Rom.

viii. 3. iii.26.) The mercy-feat being fprinkled with

blood, (Lev. xvi. 14.) was evidently a ihadow of it

:

for the glory of GOD does not coniifl only in fhew-

ing mercy ; but to do it in fuch a manner as not to

clafh with his juftice. It is a part of his name and

glory, that " he will by no means clear the guilty,'*

(Exod. xxxiv. 7.) but who then lliall be faved,

fince '' all the world is found guilty before GOD?"
(Rom. iii. 19.) Yea, there is yet a way to fliew

mercy (which is for ever adorable), and therein is

fliewn the manifold wifdom of GOD, as well as his

righteoufnefs 5 in the contriving a way for " mercy

*' and
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*^ and truth to meet together," (Pfal. Ixxxv. lo.)

which was done by transferring the guilt of his cho-

fen upon another, who was able to bear it, and to

give a more adequate iluisfadion to his juflice, than

they ever could have done by their perfonal fufFer-

ings : this aUb was tj^pified by the law of the fcape-

goat :
'' And Aaron Ihall caft lots upon the two

*' goats, one lot for the LORD, and the other lot

*' for the fcape-goat. But the goat, on w^hich the
" lot fell to be the fcape-goat, (liall be prefented
*' alive before the LORD, to make an atonement with
^* him, and to let him go for a fcape-goat into the

*' wildernefs. And he that let go the goat for the
*' fcape-goat, (hall wafli his clothes, and bathe his

" flefli in water, and afterward come into the camp,"

(Lev. xvi. 8. lo. 26.) -

Jrg. X. Consider efpecially that great inftance

of CHRIST himfelf, the firft eled, and Head of

all the.flmiily; and the comnact made with him;

who, though he were a Son, " His beloved Son, in

" whc^m his foul delighted :" yet if he will under-

take for fmners, he muft ftand in their ftead. '' All

*' their fins muft meet upon him," and he mufh bear

the puniiliment due unto them, (Ifa. liii, 4, 5.) It

was not " poffible that cup fhouldpafs from him :" no,
*' though he (ought it with ftrong cries and tears;"

and that of him who was able to fave him from

death, who alfo loved him as his own foul : he was

not, he might not be releafed, until hC/ had paid the

utmoft mite. For albeit that grace is perfedly free

to men, in pardoning and faving of them ; yet juf-

tice muft be fuisfied, and CHRIST was abated no-

thing. This lad unparalelled inftance of incompa-

K z rable
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rable juftice, doth highly illuftrate the point in hand,

namely, " That our great and fovereign LORD can-

^' not but do right.'*

Inferences from the Rtghteoiifnefs of GOD

Infer, i. May this dodrine prove an eternal blafl

to the vain and prefumptuous confidence of impe-

nitent finners, who, " becaule vengeance is not fpee-

*' dily executed, have their hearts fully bent and fet

" in them to do evil," (Eccl. viii. ii.) Becaufe

the LORD (at prefent) holds his peace, they think

he is like themfelves, (Pfal. 1. 21.) ^c. Let them

certainly know, that he is able to deal wiih them

:

and further, that his righteoufnefs obligeth him to

vindicate himfelf : he will by no means clear the

guilty, nor be always fiient : though flow, yet fure

:

and ftrikes home at laft, (Pfal. ii. 9.) *' He will

*^ arife to judgment, and fet their fins in order be-

^l fore them," and reckon with them for all the hard

fpeeches which they, ungodly fmners, have uttered

againft him : the fight whereof fliall ftrike their

trembling fouls (notwithflanding their floutnefs now)

with horror and amazement; and make even all

their bowels ready to gufh out. "He will wound
*' the hairy fcalp (the proud and prefumptious head)

*' of every one that goes on in his wickednefs,'*

(Pfal. Ixviii. 5^1.) '< A dart fhall flrike through his

*' liver," (Prov. vii. 23.) and down with him to

hell, the nethermofl hell, in a moment. Why then

v;ill you "- run againfl the thick boffes of his buck-
*' Jers r" (Job, xv. 26.) "'and fet briars and thorns

*^ in array againfl a devouring flame r" (Ifa. xxxiii„

14,) Can dried fcubble dwell with '' everlafling

" burn-
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<^ burnings?" Did " ever any harden himfelf againfl

" GOD, and profper r" (Job, ix. 4.) No, nor ne-

ver (hall. Where will his hope be, when GOD
taketh away his' foul! (Job, xxvii. 8.) Therefore

take up betimes, leave off, and know that he is

GOD, (Pfal. xlvi. 10.)

hfer. 2. Let this dodrine for ever vindicate the

holy and good ways of GOD (both thofe he walks

in towards us, and thofe he commands us to walk in

towards himfelf), from all thofe fenfelefs imputations

of harflinefs, morofenefs, nicety, precifenefs, or what-

ever elfe the profanenefs or ignorance of men can tax

them with : for, as it is faid, fo it is found by the

certain and fober experience of all that fear him (and

againft fuch experience no reafon is to be admitted) ;

I fay, it is a general infallible experiment, that " all

" the ways of wifdom are pleafantnefs, to him that

" walks in them," (Prov. iii. 17.) vduch argues,

that thofe who think otherwife, are ignorant of them,

and therefore not competent judges. It is granted,

indeed, that thofe whofe hearts are in thcfe good ways

of GOD, have their fleps too often turned afide,

and go haltingly in them : but, in truth, the fault is

nor in the way, but in the men. There is fome frac-

ture in their bones, diflocation of joints, or evil tu-

mour 5 fomething is out of order, and needs looking

to. A cripple will limp in Solomon's porch (on the

fmoothefl pavement), when one that is found in his

limbs will walk with delight on rougher ground.

The law, and our hearts, were once at perfed agree-

ment 5 the difcord came in by our free-will devia-

tions, and fwerving from our firfl: make. There-

fore admit not the leafl: motion^ that looks but awry^
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on the commands or difporements of GOD; but juf-

tify them to the height, and take fliame to yourfelf,

as Paul himklf did, " The commandment is holy,

*' but I am carnal." ( Rom. vii. 12. 14.)

Infer, 3. If the LORD cannot but do right, theri

jet us all (and every one) take heed of lin, which'

the holinefs and juftice of GOD are fo inexorably

bent againft: he will not pardon without fatisfa6tion.

Yea, beware of little fms (little, I mean, in efteem

with men, or in comparifon of fome others.) Your

nearnefs to GOD wdll not excufe you ; for, you
" have I known, [therefore] you will I punifli,'*

(Amos, iii. 2.) Even Mofes, his fervant, for once

fpeaking iinadvifedly, was fhut out of Canaan^

{ Numb. XX. 10. 12.) and though he would fain have

gone into that good land, and folicited the LORD
much about it, as if he would have no denial; yet

the LORD would not hear him :
'' Speak no more to

*' me of this matter," (Deut. iii. 26.) To make

light of the lead fin, becaufe grace abounds, is to fm

againft your own foul, and to make the precious

blood of CHRIST a common thing (the leaft is

the price of blood). Although he love thee, and

that fo as never to take his loving kindnefs from

,thee
; yet he will not let thee go altogether unpu-

iiifned : yea, the LORD may hide from thee the

fenfe of his love, and make thee feel his difpleafure^

even to the breaking of thy bones, ^c. For he

niuft difcountenance fm, and that for our good, as

well as to vindicate the honour of his righteoufnefs;

hifcY. 4. You that acknowledge GOD's upright-

nefs, and profefs to be his children, convince the

world of the truth of your principles by your prac-

tice,
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tice. Shew yourfelves to be his offspring, by your

likenefs to him :
*' do juitly, love mercy, walk hum-

'' bly." To " be blamekfs, and harmlefs, and widi-

" out rebuke," (Phil. ii. 15.) is your bed argu-

ment to refute the world's calumnies, and to prove

yourfelves to be the fons of GOD. Shew it alfo,

by your jufliifying GOD, even while '' he wraps him-

V' felf in a cloud," (J0I7, xxii. 13, 14.) ''and his

*' footfteps are not known," (Pfal. Ixxvii. 19.) He
that owns not GOD's hand, in every difpenfement,

difowns his Sovereignty ; and he that repines, denies

his righteoufnefs ; acquit yourfelf in both.

Infer, 5. Then let none ftumble at prefent admi-

niftrations, nor admit of a fmifter or fjfpicious

thought touching this holy LORD GOD. The
reafon of his ways may be unknown, but cannot be

unjufl : he fees through the dark cloud, though you

and I cannot. \Ye know " the LORD doth net

" afflid willingly," (Lam. iii. ^^.) and his people are

in heavinefs but for a fcafon, and if need be, ( i Pet-

i. 6.) then, furely, " it is meet to be faid unto
" GOD, 1 have born chaftifement" (that is, my
fm procured it for me, and I have no caufe to com-
plain) 3

" I.will offend no m.ore," (Job, xxxiv. 31.)

Acknowledge his uprighnefs, and he will be " gra-

•' cious unto thee, (chap, xxxiii. 24.) And doit

when thou canft not fee the reafon of his judgments,

nor their tendency; taking it flill for a rule, " That
*' all the ways of GOD are perfed : nothing can be
" put to them, nor any thing taken from t^em,"

(Ecclef iii. 14.) It was a good refolution in Job,

that " though he were righteous, 3^et would he not

_" anfwer GOD^ but make fiippHcation to his

"Judge,"
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" Judge," (
Job, ix. 15. and though he fhould flay

him, " yet will he truft in him," (chap. xiii. 15.)

and this he would do, even while he thought he might

maintain his own ways before him.

Be patient, therefore: '^ the coming of the LORD
*' draweth nigh," (James, v. 7.) " who will judge the

" world with righteoufnefs," (Pfal. ix. 8.) Let nei-

ther the wicked's profperity, nor the daily chaften-

ings of his own people, be an offence to thee 3 go up

" into the fanduary of GOD," (Pfal. Ixxiii. 17.)

there thou Ihalt know the end. It fliall not always

be carried thus ; there will be a reckoning for the

good things they had in their life-time -, when thofe

that have lived in pleafure, will wilh that their fouls

had been in thy foul's Head, under all its preiTures

:

and it fhall be no grief of heart to thee, to remember

thy mortal and momentary fufferings, (Rom.viii. 18.

)

when thou feeth fuch peaceable fruits of righteouf-

nefs brought forth thereby, (Heb. xii. 18.) when

thou (halt be wrapt up with holy amazement, and

fhaltfayin thy heart, *' I loft my children, and waa

*' defolate; a captive, and removing to and fro (had

" no abiding place), who hath begotten me thefe ?"

(Ifa. xlix. 21. chap. Ix.) Whence came they ! what

root fprang they from ! my light afflidions were not

worthy to be compared with this glory ! ( 2 Cor,

iv. 17.) He will never repent that hefowed in tears,

who brings home his fheaves with fuch joy. But as

you go along to this your bleffed home, and fweet

place of eternal reft, it may be worth the while to

ruminate fuch fcriptures as thefe :
*' Though a fmner

" do evil an hundred times, and his days be pro-

" longed (he goes unpunilhed), yet furely it fhali

^* be
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" be well with them that fear GOD : but it fhall not
*' be well with the wicked," (Eccl. viii. 12, 13.)
*' Verily, there is a reward for the righteous : Ve-
*' rily, he is a GOD who judgeth in the earth,'*

(Pfal. Iviii. II.) " And his judgment is according
*' to truth," (Rom. ii. 2.) *' and bleffed are they

" that wait for him," (Ifa. xxx. 18.)

Infer. 6. Lajilyy All the objedions that are

brought againft the do6trine of Election's abfolute-

nefs, perfonality, and eternity ; the peculiarity of re-

demption ; the efficacious predominance of grace in

calling; and believers invincible perfeverance in

faith and holinefs, would all be difbanded and fent to

their own place, were this one truth (which none in

words will deny) but truly believed and received in

love; namely, " That GOD hath an ablblute right

" of dominion over his creatures, to difpofeand de-

" termine of them as feemeth him good; and that in

*' the doing thereof he cannot but do right."

And fo I come to the matter firfl: intended.
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ELECTION,

TH E do6lrine of Eleclion containeth the whole

fum and fcope of the gofpel -, and our minds,

if honeflly fubdued to the doclrine of GOD's Sove-

reignty, cannot be employed about a more excellent

fubjed:. It is called, " The foundation of GOD ^'^

not only becaufe of the fupereminency of it, but as

a foundation of his laying, which GOD himfelf is

the author of, and he alone; and the bafis whereof

is himfelf : it is that foundation which flandeth fure,

and keeps all them fure who fland upon it.

Election is the pitching of everlafting love, or

the good pleafure of GOD, choofing and decreeing

to eternal life : it is the great charter of heaven,

GOD's fpecial and free-grace deed of gift to his cho-

fen ones, made over in trufl unto JESUS CHRIST,
for their ufe and benefit. Now, in deeds of gift (to

make them authentic) there muft be inferted the

name of the donor, or perfon that gives ; the name

of the donee, or perfon to whom, the quality and

extent of the thing that is given ; the time when it

was done ; the coniideration that moved thereto ; and,

in cafe of impotency, it is ufual and neceffary to or-

dain fome friend as feoifce in tru-ft, who is to ftand

^ feized
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feized or poiTefled of the gift for the donee's ufe : all

which are evidently found in Scripture Election, and

rnay be fummed into this proportion

.

Prop. " That there is a peculiar people, who
*' were perfonally chofen of GOD, in CHRIST,
" according to his own good pleafure, and

" ordained to eternal life, before the world

" began."

Before I come to a downright proof of the pro-

portion, I fliall firfh explain the terms, and then pro-

duce fome inftances of a lower kind of eledion,

that is, to matters of a lower concern than that of

eternal life ; which yet may be reckoned a type and

fhadow of it.

I. For explanation. This word [peculiar] denotes

the exemption or privileging of a perfon or thing

from the power of another, in whofe jurifdidion it

was, or feemed^to be: it fometimes fignifies riches,

or fubilance, which is of a man's own proper get-

ting, by labour and induftry : it is alfo ufed to de-

nominate fuch a part of a man's inheritance as he

keeps in his own hands ; which our law calls his de-

mefne lands. In all which refpeds, the ele6t are

aptly termed a peculiar people : for, (i.) Though
Satan be prince of the world, and rules on every lide

;

yet, as touching the eledl, it is but an ufurped and

temporary jurifdidion that he hath over them : they

do, indeed, belong to another prince, to whom their

chief LORD hath given them; who therefore (in

the appointed time) will refcue them from "that

ufurpation .(2.) They are the LORD's treafure, or

L 2 inhe-



84 A PRACTICAL DISCOURS E

inheritance, obtained by labour indeed, with fweat

and blood; than which nothing is more a man's own,

nor hardlier parted witji : fuch was the portion be-

flowed by Jacob on his beloved Jofeph, ^* even that

<' which he got with his fword, and with his bow,"

(Gen. xlviii, 22.) And, (3.) They are the LORD'S
demefnes : he keeps them in his own hands, tenders

them as the apple of his eye, and will not betruft

them in the hands of others : no, not of their own

felves.

[Chosen or eleded :] the proper import of the

word is, to feled:, or make choice of one or more,

out of a greater number. [Peribnally chofen]

that is, they were lingled forth, or pitched upon by

name : and chofen in Chrift, or into Chrift, as

their Head and Mediator; that being in him, all

the grace and glory they were chofen unto might be

rightfully theirs, and accordingly applied to them.

[To ordain] is the fame here as to predeilinate, ap-

point, prepare, decree, or fore^determine of things

to come : which was in fuch manner done, that the

event always has, does, and ever fliall, juftly fuc-

ceed according to defignment. In this fenfe men
cannot be faid to predeftinate, becaufe they cannot

(with any certainty) determine of things not yet in

b/mg: but all things were prefent with GOD from

eternity, and his decree was the caufe of their aftev-

exiftence. v

By [eternal life] I underftand, not only the faints

aolual polTeffion of blelTednefs and glory; which

confifts in their perfed conformity to GOD, and

union with him (according to the xyiith of John),

but alfo, whatever is requifite thereto, by way of

right.
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jlght, preparation, or otherwife : -^wherein are com-

prifed, the mediation of Chrift, effedual calling,

and final perfeveranre in faith and holinefs ; which

are indeed but fo many parts or fubdivifions of Elec-

tion : you have them all conjoined in one verfe, both

as appropriate to the fame perfons, and as being infe-

parable, in Ifa. Ixii. 12. where thofe for whom the

high-way is cafl up, are termed, " the holy people
;"

there is their Election: the *' redeemed of the

'* LORD;" that is plainly their redemption : they

are alfo faid to be " fought out;" which imports their

effeflual calling : and " a city not to be forfaken,"

which implies not lei«^ than perfeverance. And they

are here put in fuccelTion, as they fall in order of

time : Election is therefore called, " a preparing

'* unto glory," (Rom. ix. 23.)

[Before the world began.] The fame thing, for

brevity fake, is' commonly called eternity ; and in,

Scripture-phrafe, from everlafling.

[According to his own good pleafure.] This

fliews the root of Election ; the great bottom-ground

on which it is founded, exclufive to all things elfe,

as being any way cafual, contributary, or m.otive

thereto.

II. For inftances of .a lower kind of Election :

confider here GOD's choofing or deftinating Certain

perfons by name (and fome of them before they were

born), to fignal and eminent fervice in the world;

wherein they were patterns of the Eledion we are

treating of, and may well be accounted a collateral

proof and evidence of it.

Abraham was pitched upon to be the root and

father of GOD's peculiar people; whom he would

own

a



86 , A PRACTICAL DISCOURSE

own and honour above the nations of the world ; and

that in him " all families of the earth lliall be
'* blefied/' (Gen. xii. i—3.) which contains a pro-

mife, that the Meffias, or Saviour of the world,

Hiould come of his pofterity : a wonderful high ho-

nour ; but what was there in Abraham, that might

move GOD thus to prefer him above the reft of his

kindred? was he any thing more to GOD ? or had he

ferved him better than other idolaters with whom he

lived ? no, in no wife ; and yet the LORD fmgled

him forth, and called him alone, (Ifa. li. 2.) And,

in truth, no other reafon can be given for it, than

what is given for his love to Abraham's pofterity:

*' He loved them becaufe he loved them,'* (Deut.

vii. 7, 8.) Nor was he pitched upon to be the fa-

ther of many nations, nor Sarah to be the m^iherof

them, for any natural fruitfulnefs in them above

others : for Abraham's body was now dead, and Sa-

rah, befides her natural barrennefs, was paft the age

of child-bearing ; which occafioned her to laugh at

the promife: for' who, indeed, would make choice

of a dryed ftock, and barren foil, to begin his nur-

ferywith ? in fuch materials there is nothing to in-

duce to it.

The fame courfes he was pleafed to take with

Abraham's immediate feed : he takes not all of them •

but, " in Ifaac fliall thy feed be called,'* (Gen.

xxi. 12.) Thus, Ifaac was taken, and Ifnmael left.

And though Abraham's prayer was hea.rd for Ifh-

mael, fo as to have him bleffed with outward things;

yet, as to the main thing, GOD rejects him, and re-

foives to eftablilh his covenant with Ifaac, (chap,

xvii. 9.) who was yet unborn,

The



OF ELECTION. 87

The like he alfodoth by Ifaac's children. " Jacob
** he loved, but Efau he hated," (Mai. i. 2, 3. Rom. ix.)

ivhich is both the prophet's and apoflle's expofition

of thofe words, " The elder lliall ferve the younger,'*

(Gen. XXV. 23.) and this difference was put before

they were born , yea, and entailed alfo upon their

pofterities : the one are " the people of his wrath,

" againft whom he hath indignation for ever," (MaL
i. 4.) " their captivity Ihall not return." " When
^* the whole earth rejoiceth, they fliall be defolate,'*

&c. (Ezek. XXXV. 3. 14.) but for Jacob, *' the

" LORD will bring them back to their own land,

" and plant them, and build them alTuredly ; and
" do them good with his whole heart," (Jcr. xxxi.

37. 41.) But let it be obferved,' it was not Jacob's

more worthy demeanour, whether forefeeq or aded,

that procured him the blelling. Efau did mere for

it than he, and more fincerely : he hunted for ve-

nifon, and for true venifon, fuch as his father loved;

which he alfo makes ready, and brings with fpeed,

big with expectation of his blefling; which alfo he

feeks importunately, " with tears and bitter crying,"

(Gen. xxvii. 4, 5. 38. ) Now, what good things does

Jacob do to inherit the blefling ? i. He goes about

to invade another's right -, for the blelling belonged

to the firft-born. 2. He feeks to pervert the known.

intention of his father, which was to blefs Efau,

3. He abufeth his father with counterfeit venifon.

4. He takes the name of GOD in vain, to make his

difpatch the more probable, (Gen. xxvii. 28.) 5. He
feeks it by fraud, and downright lying : he cloaths

his neck and hands with the kid's ikin, and roundly

affirms himfelf. to be Efiui (very improper means to

obtain
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obtain a blefling !
) : it need not be afked, Which of

the two's deportment was mofl deferving ? One

v;ould eafily conclude the blefiing to be Efau's : but

lee the event ! he that carries himfelf fo unworth^,

carries away the bleffing; he that behaves himfelf

dutifully to obtain it, is difmilTed without it : and

though his father bleffed Jacob unwittingly, and by

mi (lake, yet when he came to know it, he was {o

far from reverling what he had done, that he ear-

neilly affirms it : "I have bleffed him ; yea, and he

" Ihall be bleffed," (Gen, xxvii. 33.) \Y'^^^^
^'^

know, now, the reafon of this ftrange and^accord-

ing to men) irrational event ? it was, '' that the pur-

'' pofe of GOD according to election might (land

*' (the elder muil ferve the younger), not of worts,

*' but of him that calieth," (Rom. ix. 11.) An.d it

is wonderful to obferve, how GOD ordered the

whole courfe of this trantadion, as intending it a full

and pregnant example of eternal election: for' it

holds forth plainly the Sovereignty of GOD oV-er his*

creatures, in taking whom he will; the freenfefs of

his grace in choofmg -thofe that aje lefs defertbg

;

the lure effed of his purpofes, with his wife and cer-

tain ordering of things relating to his end; as alfo of

his ufing of means and inilruments therein, ^^lite

befides the natural fcope of them, and contrary to

their own intendment.

Then for the Ifraelites:—This people the LORD
chofe in Abraham four hundred years before he pub-

licly owned them : they are exprefly termed, " an

" elcd nation," as being feparated from the reft of

the world; " an holy, fpecial, peculiar people unto

*' GOD." He took them for *' his ov.-n portion,

'' the
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'^Vthe lot of his inheritance:" read his own words

(for they are precious words with thofe to whom they

appertain) :
" Ye fliall be hoiy unto me; for I have

"• fevered you from other people, that ye (liould be

". mine," (Levit. xx. 26.) " The LORD thy

" GOD hath choferi thee to be a fpecial people
*^' unto himfelf, above all the people that are on
*' the face of the earth," (Deut. vii. 6.) ''The
" LORD this day hath avouched thee to be
" his peculiar people, and to make thee high
" above all nations," (Chap. xxvi. 18, 19.) ^' The
'^'' LORD had a delight in thy fathers, to love them,
'^ and he chofe their feed after them, even you
*^ above all people," (Chap. x. 15.) &c. But were

they as far above other nations in goodnefs, in great-

nefs, or excellent demeanour! had they better im-

proved their part in the common flock ? and was

that it which entitled them to this honour? No fuch

matter; as appears, (i.) By the reafon there af-

figned ;
'' Ye fliall be a peculiar treafure unto me,

" above all people, [for all the earth is mine,"]

(Exod. xix. 5.) It is as if the LORD had laid,

There is no difference between you and other na-

tions : all the earth is mine, and I may take v/here I

will; I am not tied to any: I might take of them,

and difcard you ; they cannot carry it more unwor-

thily than you have done, and will do. I looked

from heaven, and confidcred their works and yours

;

I fee that your hearts are fafliioned alike. And,

(2.) Their after-demeanour did abundantly verify^

it; and the LORD fore faw it; " I knew that thou
*^ would ft deal treacheroufly, and waft called a trani-

^^ irreiror from the womb; that thou would ft be ob-

M ftinate^
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" flinate, thy neck an iron finew, and thy brow brafs ^

*' and that thou wouldil do only evil from thy youth

" up, ^V." (Ifa. xlviii. 4. 8. Jer. xxxii. 30.) What

then was the caufe or motive of GOD's chooUng

them above others ? It was his undeferved love and

favour to them ; '' He loved them becaufe he loved

'* them/* (Deut. vii. 8. andix. 4.)

Come to David: GOD haih provided himfelf a

king among Jeffe^s fons, and Samuel muft go to

anoint him : but it mufl be " him whom the LORD
" (hould name to him :'* not the eldeft or goodliefb

perfon ; and therefore, fays he (when they pafs be-

fore him), " The LORD hath not chofen this, nor

" this, nor thefe, but David." It is true, the

LORD did not mention David's name to Samuel

;

but he did what was equivalent ; for w^hen David

comes in, he tells him, " This is he, anoint him,'*

(i Sam. xvi. i. 12.) And obferve, this [he] was

the youngeft, the meaneit, and moft unlikely;

fcarce reckoned as one of the family ; for he was

not brought in amongft the reft. Then, note his

circumftances ; his employment was to keep the

flieep : his exercife, what was it but fuch as is reck-

oned effeminate ? he addi6led himfelf to mufic. See

alfo his complexion or conflitution of bod}^, white

and ruddy ; no promifing character of a martial fpi-

rit: and yet this man (or rather this lad and ftrip-

ling) thus qualified, and thus educated, he muft be

the captain of the LORD's hoft; who yet had the

greatefl enemies to deal with, and therefore had

need of a miin of courage and condud to be over

them. Well, let David's birth, complexion, em-
ployment, education, be what it will, never fo un-

likely
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likely in all human refpedls, yet this David is, and

mull be the man whom the LORD will honour to

rule his people, to fight their battles, and to do ex-

ploits. In this choice the LORD was pleafed to let

by whatever is taking with men :
" he feeth not as

" man Teeth," that is, he regards not men for their

natural accomplifhments: if for any thing, it muft

be (probably) for fome excellent endowment of the

mind; and that" of wifdomis of as weighty ^onfi-

deration in the choice of a prince, as any other;

but this is no inducement or motive to GOD; *' he

" refpeds not any that are wife in heart:" (Job,

xxxvii. 24.) and if he did, it was not here to be had.

David had no prince-like qualities above his brethren,

until afterwards; as is plainly intimated in thefe

words, " The SPIRIT of the LORD came upoa
*' him from that day forward," (i Sam. xvi. 13.)

Then for Jeremy :—The LORD ordains him to

be a prophet, fets him over nations and kingdoms,

commiffionates him to root out and pull down, to

build and to plant, ^c, why? what had Jeremy

done, that the LORD ihould call him to fa impe-

rial a work? Sure, no great matter; for this he was

ordained to before he was born; *' Before I formed

" thee in the belly, I knew thee; I fandified thee,

*' and ordained thee a prophet :"^ it alfo appears by

his own confeflion, how unmeet he was for fuch a

work; and how unwilling; " I cannot fpeak, fori
^' am a child," (Jer. i. 5, 6.) '

Another inftance may be Cyrus :—^This man
was decreed to a great and noble work. It w^as, in

brief, to deftroy the golden monarchy; to break

in pieces the hammer of the whole earth; to releafe

M z GODV
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.GOD's people out of captivity, and to build his temr

pk; and this was prophelied of him more than an hun-

dred years before Cyrus was born. The LORD
lliles h:m his anointed, his eleft, his (liepherd, and

one that Ihould " pej>form all his pleafure:'* and he

ca]ls him by his nam.e too; which is twice repeated,

as a thing to be remarked : and to enforce it the more,

he adds a note of narrower obfervance; *' I have

" called thee, even thee by thy name,'* (Ifa. xliv.

28. and xlv. i, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6. 13.

Was Cyrus thus chofen, becaufe he would be a

puiffant pnnce ? or did the LORD make him

puiffant and vidlorious, becaufe appointed to fuch a

work? hear what the LORD himfelf (who beft

knows the ground of his own delignation) fays of

him: " Thus faith the LORD to his anointed, to

'' Cyrus, whofe right hand I have liolden" (that

is, I gave him flrength, and taught him how to ufe

it), " I v/ill locfe the loins of kings, and open to

'' him the two-leaved gates; I will go before him :

—

*' I will break in pieces the gates of brafs, and cut in

" funder the bars of iron, ^6.'* But what fliall Cy-

rus have done, that the great GOD iliouid do him
this honour ? he did not fo much as know the LORD

;

which alfo is twice repeated, as a matter worthy our

obfervation, (Ifa. xlv. i—5.)

X^%, Paul :—The LORD from heaven com-
miffionates him his preacher- general among the Gen-
tiles; to bear his name before kings; to maul and
ranfack the devil's kingdom ; and to turn the world

upfide down : witnefs his doings at Ephefus, Athens,

and other places. And this he was called to, even

while in the heat of his pcrfecuting fury againft that

nam,c
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name which he is now fent to preach : and that there

was no motive on PauFs part, himfelf is witnefs;

where fpeaking of that his call, he afcribes it to the

pleafure and power of GOD, as much as he doth

his natural birth, (Gal. i. 15.) The original of all

which is Couched in that word, " He is a chofen
"' vefTel unto me,'' (A6ls, ix. 15.)

I MIGHT alfo bring in the (lories of Samfon, Jo-

fiah, John Baptifl, and others, to the fame effed,

but that time would fail.—Now, thefe inflances may
not be valued as hiftorical relations only (that would

be too narrow a meaning for them), but according

to the Scripture way of inferring, and improving to

fpiritual ufes; and fo they will be a good preparatory

proof of the bufmefs in hand. For if there be an

Eledion perfonal unto things of lefs eminent con-

cernment, and that fo long before fome of the per-

fons were in being : if alfo there be an abfolutenefs

in GOD's decrees concerning thefe, how much more

in matters of eternal weight ! and if the LORD did

not lookout of himfelf for the moving confideration,

on which he felefted thofe perfons to their feveral

honours and atchievements (and if he had, he fhould

have found none), much lefs can Eledion to eternal

falvation, and union with himfelf, be founded in the

creature. Doth GOD take care for oxen ? from the

lefs to the greater is a fcriptural way of arguing, and

proves flrongly.

I COME now to a more dired and pofitive proving

the propofition ; wherein my prefent fcope is not fo

much to prove that there is an Eledion, as what this

Eledion is ; namely, how it is qualified and circiim-

^antiated : and this refpefts the objec1:s of Eledion,

with
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\yith the manner, time, and motives of it. And
3^t^ as introdudive to thefe, it may be expedient to

touch on the other; and To (for the clearer difcuflion

thereof) I call the propofition into fix branches.

I. That there is an Eledion of men to falvation.

IL That this Eledion is abfolute.

IIL That it is perfonaL

IV. That it is from eternity.

V. That the eled were chofen in CHPvIST.

VI. That Eledion is founded upon grace.

These being made good by pofitive Scripture, or

arguments taken thence, it will not much concern us

what is alledged to the contrary. They are of the

deep things of GOD, and difcoverable only by Scrip*

tare light ; and therefore in vain are they brought to

any other touchftone : for " who hath known the mind
*' of the LORD," or can, but as himfelf hath been

pleafed to reveal it ?

I. There is an Eledion of men to falvation*

That is, there are fome, a certain remnant, that

fliall be faved ; and this by virtue of Eledion.

This is clearly implied in thofe noted and com-

pendious fentences, " velTels of mercy, afore prepared

" unto glory," (Rom. ix. 23.) " the Eledion hath

" obtained," (Rom. xi. 7.) " the LORD added to

" the church fuch as fhould be faved," (Ads, ii.

4y.) " and as many as were ordained to eternal life

" believed," (Ads, xiii. 48.) but m.ore exprefsly in

Rom. xi. 5.
'' There is a remnant according to the

'* Eledion of grace ;" i Theff. v. 9. '' GOD hath
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*' not appointed ns unto wrath, but to obtain falva*

*' tion :" and 2 ThelT. ii. 13. ** GOD hath from the

«' beginning chofen you unto falvation, &c/* And
thefe are called the Election, or party of eledt ones

;

as thofe circumcifed, are called the circiimcifion :

and the angels that flood, are diftinguifhed from thofe

that fell, by the title of eled:. They are alfo faid to

be chofen velTels, vciTels of mercy ; as thofe that are

left, vefTels of wrath, and fons of perdition: the

Scripture flill fets them forth by diftinguifliing cha-

ra<5lers.

I. As a party feparate from the world. *' I (fays

*^' CHRIST) " have chofen you out of the world,"

(John, XV. 19.) " I pray not for the world, but for

'•^ them which thou haft given me," (chap. xvii. 9.)

*' and they are not of the world, even as I am not of

«^ the w^orld," (chap. xvii. 16.) " unto you it is

** given to know the myftery of the kingdom of
' GOD; but unto them without, all things are

" done in parables," (Mark, iv. 11.) Of Jacob

and Efau (who were an evident type of this fepara-

tion), it is faid to Rebekah, '" Two nations are m
" thy womb, and two manner of people," (Geno

XXV. 23.) and of Jacobus pofterity, "The people

*' fhall dwell alone, and fhall not be reckoned among;
*' the nations," (Numb, xxiii. 9.) " and this peo-
'' pie," fays GOD, '' have I formed for myfelf,''

(Ifa. xliii. 21.) " thefe are the people of his holinefs :

'*' the reft are adverfaries," (chap. Ixiii. 18. 2 Pet»

ji. 9,)

2» As men df another race, or kindred ; and as

fpringing from another root. " We are of GOD,
''' and the whole world lieth in wickednefs," i John,

V. 10. :
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V. 19.) (or in that wicked one as their root and

head): '' He that is of GOD, heareth GOD's
*' words ;

ye therefore hear them not, becaufe ye

" are not of GOD," (John, vii. 47.) The one

party are faid to be '' children of Hght," the other

of the night, (1 Theff. v. 5.) the one of GOD,
the other of the world, (i John, iv. 4, 5, 6.) the

one is from above, the other from beneath; (John,

vii. 23.) GOD is the Father of the one^ and the

devil of the other, (,Chap. viii. 41, 42. 44.)

3. As men fiibjecl to another head. " We are

" thine," fays the church to GOD; " thou never

^' beared rule over them," (Ifa. Ixiii. 19.) '' all that

" the rather giveth me (faith CHRIST) fhall come
*' to me," (John vi. 37.) " m.y fheep hear my
*' voice; I know them, and they follow me, and a

" ftranger they will not follow," (John, x. 27.)

and this " becaufe one is their Mailer, even

*' CHRIST," (Matt, xxiii. 8.) of others, he faith,

that " they will not come unto him," ) John, v. 40.

)

The one party are followers of the Lamb, the other

of the prince of darknefs, led captive by him at

his will.

4. As belonging to another world. '' The good

" feed are the children of the kingdom;" (Matth.

xiii. 38.) and they are diftinguiflied from the chil-

dren of this world, as a party " accounted worthy

*' to obtain the world to come," (Luke, xx. 35.)

and accordingly w^e find, that none are admitted

into the new Jerufalem but '' whofe names are found

'' written in the book of life," (Rev. xxi. 27.) and

whofe name " foever was not written there, was caft

** into the lake of fire," (Chap. xx. 13.) On the

fame
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fame account Judas is faid to go to his own place,

(Adls, i. 25.) and the eledl into " the kingdom pre-

" pared for them," (Mat. xxv. 25-) ^ ^^'^'^^^^ bring

but one only argument for proof of this branch (and

it is of that weight, that there needs not another),

namely, that except the LORD had thus referved

a remnant, nofie{]i had been faved: the whole world

would have been as Sodom, (Ifa. i. 9.)

II. Election is abfolute.

In this are two things of great import, irrevoca-

blenefs and independency* The decree is irrevocable

on GOD's part, and independent as to human per-

formances. The LORD will not go back from his

purpofe to fave his people; nor Ihali their unworthi-

nefs or averfenefs make void, or hinder his mofl: gra-

cious intendment. And hence thofe various expref-

fions of the fame thing, namely, predeflinate, ordain,

prepare^ appoint, have nothing fijbjoined that is like

a conditional. There is indeed a kind of conditions

(or rather qualifications) that muft, and always do,

precede the final compleatment of Eledion ; as " re-

*' pentance towards GOD, and faith towards our

" LORD JESUS CHRIST:" wliich therefore may

be called conditionals of falvation; but not fo to

Eledion.

Election is the great fundamental inftitute of

the gofpel : it is that which in human ftates is called

the fupreme law; which is both irreverlible in itfclf,

and requires that all inferior adminifhrations may be

accommodated thereto : fo the falvation of GOD's
eledl being the highefh law of the heavenly ftate and

kingdom, mufl: oil the fame (and firmer) ground re-

N maia
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main inviolable. It is that for which all things elfe

have their being : the plot whereby GOD defigns to

himfelf the highefl glory, and for which he hath

been at fuch coft, that, ihould his defignnient mil-

carry, the whole creation could not countervail the

damage. He could not therefore (for GOD cannot

deny himfelf), I fay, he could not fo contrive the

grandeft defign of his glory, as that it fliould ever

need to be revoked or altered: nor could he leave it

obnoxious to difappointment; as it muft have been,

if ventured on a created bottom : yea, it behoved

him, as fupreme lawgiver, fo to determine and fub-

jugate all, that the great end of all might remain in-

fruftrable. And thus any prudent founder of a itate

would do, if the utmoft of his ikill and power would

extend to it : but from their defedlivenefs in thefe,

the beft founded ftates upon earth are fubjedt to mu-

tation : princes die, and their thoughts perifh ; their

minds alter and depart from their firfl intendments;

fuccelTors drive a contrary intereft^ unlocked for ac-

cidents entangle them; foreign enemies encroach

upon them, and obftrud their work : or the people's

own folly may be fuch, as to marr and defeat the befl

laid defigns for their own good. Human affairs are

expofed to a thoufand incidents, which human pru-

dence can neither prevent nor provide againft. But

with GOD it is not fo : no event can be new to him :

" He declares the end from the beginning," (Ifa.

xlvi. 10.) his judgment and purpofe cannot alter;

" he is of one mind, and who can turn him ?" (Job,

xxiii. 13.) he is alio immortal, and " the thoughts of
" his heart (land fail to all generations," (Pfahii

xxxiii. 11.) no creature can feclude itfelf from his

government ^
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government; ** In his hand is the foul of every liv-

" ing thing/' (Pfalm cxlv. i6.) yea, the moil cafual

(to us) and oppofite emergencies, are by his power

and wifdom reducible to his purpofe, and cannot re-

fill their being made fubfervient to his wilL And
this may be one reafon why Elcdlion is fo often faid

to be " from the beginning, and from the founda-

" tionof the world," namely, to fliew that whatever

Ihouidbe in time, (houldbe fubordinate to Eled:ion,

which is all one as to make it abfolute. And further,

this abfolutenefs may be evinced by fuch arguments

as thefe.

Arg. I. If Eledion were not abfolute, it would be

but after the covenant of works : which being con-

ditional, how foon was it broken, even by one who
had power to keep it! and if man in that honour

did not abide in it, how Ihould he now, when fo

ftrong a bias it grown upon his heart, that he runs

counter ever lince? (Gen. vi. 5.)
'' If there had been

a law given that could have given life, righteouf-

" nefsfliould have been by the law," (Gal.iii.2.)which

fliews, that the new covenant does more for us than

the old; for it giveth life; and then it mud give the

performance of the condition which that life de-

dends upon : it alfo (liews, that the firft covenant did

not give life, and that it failed becaufe it was con-

ditional. The law (hews our duty, but giveth not

wherewith to perform it : the new covenant doth both,

by writing the law in the heart. All under the cove-

nant of works are without GOD, without CHRIST,
and without hope, (Eph. ii. 12.) and this, becaufe

ftrangers to the covenant of grace, or grace of elec-

tion. If therefore the eled Ihall be in a better con-

N 2 dition

«
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dition than before, their Eledion muft be abfokite:

and that it might be fo, the new covenant was made

with CHRIST on their behalf, and is " that grace

criven us in him before the world began, (2 Tim.

i. 9. Tiius, i. 2.)

Jrg, II. Election muft be abfolute ; becaufe

whatever can be fuppofed the condition of it, is a

part of the thing itfelf: much lik-'" that promife of

GOD to Abraham, ** To thy feed v/ill I give this

**^ land," (Gen. xii. 7.) In which promife the

LORD undertakes as well to give Abraham a feed

to inherit that land, as that land to his feed : and ac-

cordingly we find that the next head of that feed was

born by virtue of the promife, (Gal. iv. 23. 28.) fa

the whole courfe and feries of things conducing to

the final accompHQmient of Elediion, is included in

it, and afcertaincd by it; and that with fuch firmnefs

and fecurity, as if the end itfelf had been attained

when the decree was made; as, namely, redemp-

tion from fm, effectual calling, and perfeverance to

glory (of which more fully under thofe heads);

which alfo feems to be the meaning of the apoftle,

where he makes eternal life itfelf to be the fubflance

of the promife :
*' And this is the promife that he

" hath promifed us, even eternal life," (i John,

ii. 25-)

Arg, III. It muft be abfolute, becaufe by fuch an

Ele6lion only can falvation be infured. This bot-

tom Adam had not in his primitive ftate: he was

.made upright, but his continuing in that ftate, de-

pended upon his wellufing of what he had, without

any additional help. In him may be feen the utmoft

that created grace of itfelf can do^ even in a ftate of

perfec-
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perfection ; unto which being left, how foon did he

degenerate, and come to ruin ? and all his pofterity

would have run the fame courfe, if placed in his

flead ; as we know they have done (one by one),

nqtwithftanding all the helps which are given in com-

mon unto men. And it is no wonder, fince now

they have fo ftrong a bent unto evil, which Adam
had not. And if there be any advantage caft in,

(which fome do affirm, and call it the new covenant)

the more is our doctrine confirmed : for the more

helps they have, if yet they fall fhort (as they do),

the more evident it is, that nothing (liort of fuch an

Eledion w^ill fecure them. An example of this we

had in the old v/orld ; who, by their natural ingeni-

ofity, and long lives to improve it, together with

Noah's fixfcore year's preaching, and the SPIRIT's

flriving, were not led unto GOD, but ftill grew

from bad to worfe, until all " the imaginations of

" their hearts were only evil, and that continually,"

(Gen. vi. 8.) And this was not the cafe only of

fome, but of the whole race univerfally :
" All ilefli

*' had corrupted his way," (chap. vi. i^.) It is true,

that Noah was found righteous : and as true it is,

that Election was it that made him fo. Noah
*' found grace in the eyes of the LORD," (ver. 8.)

in the fame fenfe that Paul obtained mercy, (i Tim.

i. 1 6.) viz, by mercy's obtaining, or taking hold of

him. It may alfo be feen in the people of Ifrael ,

who, over and above their common or natural grace,

had many helps and additions that others had not

:

" the LORD dealt not fo with any nation as with

*^ them," (Pfal. cxlvii. lo, 20,) and yet the gene-

rality
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rallty of them Co bad, that they juftified their fifler,

jSodom, Ezek. xvi. 51.

The firft covenant thus failing, fuch was the grace

©f our LORD (forefeeing it) as to determine on a

fecond, or new covenant ; by which he would fix

and fecure a remnant, and that infallibly : and hence

it is termed, The covenant of grace, as not depend-

ing at all upon works ; and this is that grace that

faves, and " reigns to eternal life,'* (Rom. v. 2I0

Ephef. ii. 5. 8.) And thefe are the '' fure mercies

*' of David," recorded in the Ivth of Ifaiah : it is

the abfolutenefs of it that makes it a better cove-

nant.

Jr^. IV. There is the fame reafon for the abfo-o

lutenefs of men's ele(5lion, as of CHRIST'S. That

man, or human body, which the fecond perfon was

to affume and unite to himfelf, was not ordained to

that union upon any condition whatever ; as, namely,

if he fhould fulfil all righteoufnefs, deftroy the de-

vil, diffolve his vv^orks, and make atonement for fin;

for thefe he could not have done without that union:

and that his ordination thereunto was abfolute, ap-

pears by Heb. x. 5. " A body haft thou prepared

*' me;" and Luke, i. 35 *' That holy thing which

*' fnall be born of thee Ihall be called the Son
*' of GOD," Matth. i. 21. " He (hall fave his peo-

*' pie from their fms." In which places the abfo-

lutenefs of the decree for that man's being united to

the Son of GOD, is evidently fet forth. And that

our Eledion (as to this circumftance of it) holds pro-

portion with that of CHRIST, you fliall fee more

fully afterwards. Take only (atprefent) thofe gra-

cious
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cious words, which, doubtlefs, he uttered with great

fatisfadion to himfelf in the xvlith of John, ver. 2r.

*' Thou haft loved them, as thou haft loved me.'*

Jrg. V. It was requifite that Eledion (liouid be

a\)rolute, becaufe of the abfolutenels of GOD's de-

cree touching the death of his Son, unto which he

was fore-ordained unrepealably, (i Per. i. 20.) and

all that he faved before he fuffered, were faved ou

the credit of that decree, (Rom. iii. 25, 26.) The
Scripture alfo fays plainly, that he was '' the Lamb
" ilain from the foundation of the world,'* (Rev,

xiii. 8.) and that it was not poflible that cup fhould

pafs from him, (Matth. xxvi. 39. 42.) And if it be.

a thing below the prudence of men, to lay down the

price without fee u ring the purchafe ; then, furely,

the wifdom of GOD could not determine the death

of his Son for men's falvation, and yet leave the fal-

vation of thofe very men at an uncertainty : which it

muft have been, if their Election were not abfolute*

Jrg. VI. Lafily^ It might alfo be argued from the

nature of divine promifes; which are patterns, or

declarative copies of the decree. Now the promifes

touching fpiritual bleffings are abfolute : they are of

that word which is *' for ever fettled in heaven,"

(Pfalm cxix. 89.) See the promifes of fendino-

CHRIST to be a Redeemer, (Gen. iii. 15.) the

HOLY GHOST, to fanclify, and lead into all

truth,
(
John xvi. 13.) to fprinkle clean water upon

them; to give them a new heart; to caufe them to

walk in his ftatutes ; that he will be their GOD, and

they (hall be his people, and fhall not depart from

him, (Jer. xxiv. 7. Ezek. xxxvi. 26.) that if they

fin, he will chaftife them with the rods of men, but

his
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his everlafting kindnefs he will not take froin them,

(Pial. Ixxxix. 30—34.) and that at lad he vviii

*' prefent them faultlefs before the prefence of his

" glory," (Jude, 24.) Thefe all, with others of

like tenour, are delivered in pofitive and abfolute

terms, without any fhew of refervation, provifo, or

condition. And if thefe (which are tranfcripts of the

decree) be abfolute, it follows, that the decree alfo

is the fame: and on this ground it is the apoftle

flands, when he challengeth all the world to nullify

GOD'sEled:ion,Rom.viii. 33,34. whichhe could not

have done, had notEledion beenfovereignly abfolute.

III. Election is perfonal: and,

IV. It is from eternity.

These two I put together in proof, l^ecaufe they

are frequently joined in Scripture. It was not the

whole lump of mankind that was the objed of Elec-

tion ; neither was Eleftion (as fome fpeak ) a decree to

ele6l fuch as Ihould happen to be thus and fo quali-

fied: but certain determinate perfons were chofcn by

name, or lingled out from among the reft, and or-

dained to eternal life. Our Saviour ililes them the

*' men that were given him out of the world," (John,

xvii. 6.) and they were given him by name, as

well as number; and by thofe names he knows them,

(chap. X. 3. 14.) It is not unworthy our deepeil at-

tention, how the LORD takes notice of the names

of his people j as intending it (doubtlefs) a iignal to-

ken of the fpecial regard he hath to their perfons.

He therefore tells Mofes, " I know thee by thy

'' name," (Exod. xxxiii. 17.) It is an' appropriat-

ing of them to himfelf : Ifa. xliii. i ** I have called

'' thee
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** tliee by thy name, thou art mine.'* Sometimes

alfo, when he calls to thofe he eminently owns, he

doubles their name by repitition: thus to his friend

Abraham, Gen. xxii. ii. To Mofes his fervant,

J^xod. iii. 4. and others. But I find no inftance of

his fpeaking To to other men: and thefe^ I fuppofe,

are recorded as worthy of fpecial remark ; and that it

is no light matter (muchlefs to be fcofFed at, as it is

by fome frothy fpirits), that the eled were chofen by

name, and that their names are written in heaven.

And that it was tranfaded from eternity, is evident

from John, xvii. 23, 24. Ephef. i. 4. Rev. xiii. 8.

and xvii. 8. and other Scriptures.

The perfonality of Eledion, with its eternity^

may be evinced by fuch arguments as thefe.

Jrg, I. From the example of CHKlST's Elec-

tion. It was not a perfon uncertain that was to be

LORD and CHRIST; but the fecond perfon in

human nature: and this capacity he fuflained from

everlafting, (Prov. viii. 23—31. i Pet. i. 20.) Nor
was it any body, which he might afTume^ but the

very fame numerical body that was prepared for

him, (Heb. x. 5. Pfal.xl. 7.)
'' And this very per-

*' fon beloved before the foundation of the world,*'

(John, xvii* 24.) It is worthy obfervation, how^ par-

ticular the decree was, even in things circumftantial,

to our'LORD CHRIST ; as that he a^.ould come of

Abraham's flockj of Judah's tribe, of David's li>.

neage, be conceived of a virgin, born at Bethlehem,

and this when the fceptre was departing from Judah ;

that he fliould be buffeted, fcourged, fpit upon,

hanged on a tree, his hands and his feet pierced^

that gall and vinegar fiiould be given him to drink ^

O rhat
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that a bone of him fhould not be broken (even while

on both fides of himothers were) j that his garments

fliould be parted, and lots caft on his vefture: as

alfo that he fhould rife again the third day, if^c.

And that thefe were all decreed, appears by the pro-

phecies of them; which are the decree exemplified,

or drawn out of the regifler. As touching his re-

furredion, it is faid exprefsly in Pfalm ii. 7. " I will

" declare the decree :" and the fame is as true of all

the reft. And if the Eleflion of the Head was per-

fonal, and from eternity; why not theirs that fhould

make up his body, fince they did as really exift then,

as the human nature of CHRIST did? Befides, it

was very agreeable, that he and they fhould both be

appointed together : for he could not be an Head,

but with refpe(5t to a body : and that they were ex«

prefsly determined of, appears by Pfalm cxxxix, i6,

*' In thy book were all my members written, when
" as yet there was none of them/' If you fay, that

was meant of David's members; I anfwer, that if

GOD thought the members of an earthly body wor-

thy his regiilering, he could not be lefs particular

and exad about the myflical body of his Son : be-

fides, David was his type.

CHRIST alfo was ordained to be a Saviour, and

that by his death, and both *' from the foundation

*' of the world," (i Pet. i. 20.) It was therefore ex-

pedient then alfo to be determined, how many, and

who in particular fhould have falvation by him. He
was not to die for himfelf : but for thofe whofe fecu-

rity he undertook. Now it is not a thing proper to

fpeak of fecurity, or bail, but with refped to a

debtor or offender; and that debtor or offender mufl

be
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be known too, and named, or elfe the entering of

the ball is an infignificant ad; efpecially, where the

furety hath no debt or default of his own to be

charged with. Our LORD and Saviour did not

make his foul an offering for fome body's fins, but

uncertain whofe. Aaron knew whofe trefpalTes he

offered for: their names were graven on his breaft-

plate : not their national name or qualification

(namely, Ifraelite, or believer), but their perfonal

names, Reuben, Simeon, Levi, ^r. So had our

great High Prieil, or he could not have made atone-

ment for us: and that place, (Rev. xiii. 8.) points at

the fame time for both. Thofe words ['' from the

**^ foundation of the world"] do refer as well to the

writing of their names in the book of life, as to the

Lamb's being flain; as is evident from the 8th verfe

of the 17th chapter, where deciphering thofe *' who
^' fhall wonder after the beaft," he fays, they are

fuch whofe '' names were not written in the book of

*' life, [from the foundation of the world,]'' as were

theirs who followed the Lamb, and whom " GOD
** had from the beginning chofen to falvation,"

(zTheiT. ii. 13.)

A-g. II. The defign of GOD, in the death of

CHRIST, could not otherwife be fecured. Had the

defign been, to purchafe falvation for believers,

without afcertaining the perfons that fliould believe ;

it had been uncertain whether any would be faved,

becaufe uncertain whether any would believe. If

certain that fome would believe ; this certainty mud
be decreed: for nothing future could be certain

otherwife. And if it was decreed that fome fliould

believe j the individuals of that fome mufl be de-

O 2, creed
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creed alfo: for faith is the gift of GOD, and could

nox be forefcen in Siny, but whom he had decreed to

give it unto. Which laid together, area good de-

monftration, that thofe CHRIST fliould die for,

were as well pre-ordained, as that he fhould die for

them ; and that definitely, and by name.

Jrg, III. It may further be argued, from the Fa-

ther's *' preparing a kingdom from the foundation of

" the world,'* and manlions or places in it. To
prepare the way of this argument ; confider the

pundVuality of GOD's difpofements in things of a

lower concern : he did not create the earth in vain

(that is, to (land empty and void, as at its firfl for-

mation); nor the feveral quarters thereof to be^-
habited indefinitely, by fome nation or other, who
fhould happen to get poiTeffion of them : but " he

" divided to the nations their inheritance, and the

" bounds of their habitation," (Deut. xxxii. 8.

Ads, xvii. 26.) Mount Seir was given to Efau, and

Ar to the children of Lot, (Chap. ii. 5. 9.) each

nation had its limits ftaked out, and this from the

days of old. And if we may diftinguifh of ads in

GOD, and of time in eternity ^ his purpofe to form

and bring^fe^rth thofe nations, muft needs be as early

as to create and furnifh thofe parts of the world

which they fhould inhabit. Now, earthly fettle-

ments being of trivial moment to the heavenly man-

lions : it feems a good confequent, that if yet parti-

ciilar nations were fore-appointed for particular pro-

vinces on earth; much more fliould particular per-

fons be deligned for thofe particular manfions in hea-

ven : and if either were appointed firft, it muft be

dieperfon; for, *' the Sabbath was made for man,
" and
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<^ and not man for the Sabbath.'* Heaven was made

at the beginning of the worlds but Eledlion was

before.

The domeflics of GOD*s houfe, or place of glory,

are a facred ftate or order of kings and priefts ; and

each individual perfon hath his place or apartment

fet out for him. Thofe glorious places were not pre-

pared for believers indefinitely ; but for certain de-

terminate perfons particularly : the twelve apoftles

Ihall have their twelve thrones, and each one his

own. This is evident by our Saviour's anfwer to

the mother of Zebedee's children :
" To fir on my

*' right hand, and on my left, is not mine to give;

** but it Ihall be given to them for whom it is pre-

*' pared of my Father," (Mat. xx. 23.) If for be-:

lievers indefinitely, why not for thefe two brethren,

efpecially fmce they firfl made requeft for them ?

The truth is, thofe places were not now to be dif-

pofed of; it was determined who fliould have them

long before, even *' from the foundation of the

" world," (chap. xxv. 34.) The fcope of this an-

fwer, was not to fhew that the places requefled for,

were prepared for believers indefinitely (for thefe were

believers who made requefl for them) ; but that they

w^ere appointed for certain particular perfons, and

they muft have them. Much might be added, in

confirmation hereof; but by thefe (I hope) it is

clear, that Eledion is perfonal, and from eternity.

V. Election is in CHRIST; or, the eled were

chofenin CHRIST.

It was requifite the new covenant fhould have

an head and mediator, as well as the old j that righ-

teoufnefs
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teoufnefs and life might flow from him into all the

eled feed» as fin and death had done from Adam :

in- which refpe6t, CHRIST and he are fet forth as

parallels^ in Romans iii. from ver. 12, to 21. The

benefits which the eled were chofen unto, they are

made partakers of, by their union with CHRIST :

he is the root, in whom all fulnefs dwells. Not only

the foundation on which the church is built ; but

the rock which affords all the fpiritual materials of

the heavenly temple , even the cement that holds

one part to another, and the whole to himfelf : and

this by virtue of the decree. For we are to con-

iider that there is a decretive union before the ac-

tual; and the one infiuenceth the other into being :

and that as really, as the determined death of

CHRIST did the falvation of thofe who died before

him. Though CHRIST be not the caufe of Elec-

tion, yet he is the grand means, by whom we obtaia

the bleffednefs we were chofen unto : by him it is,

that *' we have accefs unto that grace wherein we
" ftand,** Rom. v. 2. And we Ihall find, that the

epiflles generally, when they fpeak of the great things

relating to falvation, do flill bring in CHRIST, as

the perfon principally concerned about it. Salvation

(indeed) is^a gift, it is perfeclly free ; yet not to be

had, but in CHRIST :
** It comes upon us through

•' his righteoufnefs ^ as by one man's difobedience

** many were made finners ; fo by the righteoufnefs

*' of one (by means of their onenefs with him) (hall

** many be made righteous," Rom. v. 18, 19.

Mankind (by their apoftafy in Adam) had deftroyed

in themfclves the whole of that principle which

Vk'ould have led them to GOD, as theirjifeand blefi-

ednefs

:
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ednefs : and had (withal) contraded fuch an enmity

againft him, and repugnancy to all overtures for re-^

turning to him (and this gulph was fo fixed), as

woiiW for ever have kept GOD and us afunder, had

not that blelTed projed of choofing in CHRIST
been fet on foot to difTolve it. It could not be done

by any created power ; nor could creatures fo much
as propound a way for it : and if they could, who
durft fo harden himfelf, as to mention the thin's:

which only could do it ? But the great GOD, blefTed

forever, he finds out a way for it: and the fame

love that ordained to eternal life, would alfo put it

in fuch away, as fhouldfurely take effed. And to

this end (namely, that thofe ordained to falvatioa

might be both rightfully intitled thereto, and fuc-

ceflively brought into it), they were put into

CHRIST by Election : he was the chief and emi-

nent eled one ; the firft-born and prince of the fa-

mily : and all the eled befides were given to him,

as younger brethren, to be maintained upon his in-

heritance. It is plain to him that reads, that the

whole of falvation was laid upon CHRIST"; that he

bears up the pillars of it, and that all ihoulders elfc

had been too weak : he is both the means and centre,

by whom, and in whom, GOD will have ali things

gathered together in one. He was made *' GOD
*' with us," that wc might be made one in GOD;
as appears by the fcope of his prayer in the xviith of

John. In him the Father is well-pleafed ; and out

of him there is nothing pleafmg to GOD, or eternally

good for men : we are therefore faid to be chofen in

him, (Ephef i. 4.) to be called in him, (Phil. iii=

14.) to be created in him, (Ephef ii. 10,) to be

pre^
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preferved in him, (Jude, 2.) and in him to be bleiTed

with all fpiritual bleffings, (Ephef. i. 4.) Bleffings

in themfelves would not be fo to us, if not in

CHRIST ; and being in him, all things are turned

into bleffings to us : for now nothing can come at

us, but as coming through him : and whatever fo

comes, is tindured by his divine excellence, and

made propitious to us : and hereby it is, that the

thing we were chofen unto, is effeduaily and infalli-

bly provided for. There be divers good reafons and

ends for GOD's choofing the eled in CHRIST.

As,

Arg. I. That by bringing in man's reftoration

this way, he might (as it were) baffle his great ad-

verfary, and out-llioot him in his own bow : and it

well became the wifdom and grace of GOD thus to

do. The devil thought, by poifoning the root, to

vitiate and ruin the whole ftock and progeny, and

he failed not of his defign. The LORD would

therefore retrieve that ruin, by putting his eled into

an head uncapable of degeneracy; and not only re-

cover them, but bring them into a better eftate than

they had loft : he would fet up a man that fliould be

too hard for the devil, and be able both to deftroy

him, and dilTolve his works ; and he hath accordingly

done it. In which method of man's recovery, is a

great anfwerablenefs to the method of his ruin : and

it is a thing the LORD would have us to mind, as

appears by the parallel before-mentioned, Rom. iii,

12—21.

Arg. II. That by fhewing us his righteoufnefs in

the way and manner of our recovery, we might the

more readily fubfcribe to his righteoufnefs in the ira-

puta-
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putation of Adam's fin : for, without a fight and

knowledge of the one, we cannot, with any hearti-

nefs, fiibmit to the other. Hence, feme (In their

too bold arguings againfl: Ele6tion) have alledged,

that what Adam did was without their confent : but

will they abide by this allegation ? In the matter of

Achan, each fingle perfon flood in the place of th^

whole nation ; and fo on the trefpafs of one, wrath came

upon all : yet had not that coniident people the hardi-

hefs to plead, that Achan's adt concerned not them :

they did not confent to it : but let them take heed,

left while they thus excufe themfelves from Adam's

iin, they do not, by parity of reafon, feclude them-

felves from the righteoufnefs of CHRIST: fince the

fetting up the fecond Adam, was as much without

their confent as the firft.

Arg. III. If the eled had not been in CHRIST,
the fatisfadion he undertook for finners could not

have availed them. As Adam's /m could not have

'been ours, if not in him; lb neither the righteouf-

nefs of CHRIST, if not in him. Divine juftice

could not havepuniilied him for us, nor abfolved us

through him; we could not have been juftified and

teconciled by the blood of his crofs^ had not he fuf-^

tainedourperfons, and ftood in our ftead : another's

ad cannot be mine, either in profit or lofs, if there

be not a legal onenefs between us,

Arg, IV. If not in CHRIST, we could not have

been fandified. The lump was fandified in the firft

fruits; and fo is the church in CHRIST, (i Con
i. 2.) The wild-olive-nature could not be fup=-

preffed and changed, but by grafting into the true
^

" Forif thefirft fruit be holy, the lump is alfo
'

V '' holv:
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" holy : and if the root be holy, fo are the branches.**

(Rom. xi. 1 6.) A man cannot be naturally born, but

from Adam, as his natural head ; and as impodible it is

to be born agaifi, without a like relative union to

CHRIST'as our fpiritual Head. There is no being

a new creature, but by being in CHRIST :
" They

" that are joined unto the LORD (and they only)>

*' are one fpirit with him," (i Cor. vi. 17. 2 Cor,

V. 17.) The branch mufl be in the vine, before

its fap can be derived into it : he that fanftifieth,

and they that be fandified, mufl be one. There

muft be a contad (a touching of him), before this

virtue can come from him : for the promifes being

all made to CHRIST, (Gal. iii. 16.) cannot defcend

to us, but as being in him ; it is that makes us

heirs of promife : the Holy Ghofl, in whom all

promifes are virtually contained, *"' is fhed upon us

" through JESUS CHRIST,** (Tit. iii. 10.)

Jrg, V. Lq/ily, By this choofmg in CHRIST^
falvation itfelf is invincibly fecured ; a'nd could not

otherwifebe. Thefirft Adam had but a conditional

life; it depended on his own perfonal obedience^

and therefore fubjed to lofmg : and had he kept it,

he could have derived to us but the fame that him-

felf had^ which ftill muft have been a mutable ftate

(for this Adam, while a public perfon, and as fuch

could not be faid to be in CHRIST; if he had, he

(hould not have fell) : but the fecond Adam hath life

in himfelf :
'' For as the Father hath life in himfelf,

" fo hath he given to the Son to have life in him-

*' felf," (John, V. 26.) and that abfolutely: he is

the " prince of life,'' (Ads, iii. 15.) and implan-

tation into him infpires his branches with his own

life.
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life. And '' the law of that fpirit of life In him,

" makes free from the law of fm and death," (Rom.

viii. 2.) '^ He that thus hath the Son, hath life,'*

(i John, V. 12,) " and fliall have it more abun-
" dantly," (John, x. lo.) " Becaufe he lives, they

*' Ihall live alfo,** (Chap. xiv. 19.) It is a bottom

that cannot mifcarry : as they are fan^lilied in

CHRIST JESUS, fo in him they are preferved,

(Jude, I.) To this end, *' it pleafed the Father,

*' that in him all fulnefs fhould dwell," (Col. i.

19.) and to put thofe he would fave into him as

their Head ; that being inceflantly influenced from an

immortal root, they might effedtually be kept from

withering and falling off: and grow up to that ftate

and glory they were defigned for by Eledion. This

is the grand record, and ground of our fafety, " that

*' GOD hath given to us eternal lifej and this life

" is in his Son," ( i John, v. 11.)

Having gonethefe fteps towards the compafs and

extent of EleAionj it concerns us to know, where

this broad river hath its head ; what rock it is, that

this immenfe fabric is built upon; left we. give the

honour of it to another; or endanger ourfelves by

fettling on a wrong foundation : to fhew which is

the fcope of the laft particular under this general

head: namely,

VL That Eledlon is founded upon grace; or,

the good pleafure of GOD's will is the only

original caufe and motive of Eledicn.

Election is a *' promotion that cometh neither

^* from the eaft, nor from the well, or fouth," but

P 2 from
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from GOD; who, as he puts down one,- and fets up

another: fo fome he choofeth, and others he palTeth

by, as feemeth him good; and none can fay to him,

What doefl: thou ? or. Why hail thou made me thus ?

for Election, as it ahvays fuppofeth a greater number

out of which the choice is made, fo an arbitrary

power in him that choofeth, to chpofe whom he will,

without giving account to any for what he doth. But

the ground or motive of divine Eledion is very dif-

ferent from the m.anner of men : for they commonly

pitch upon things for fome natural aptnefs of them

jfor their works : they will not take a knotty, crofs-

grained, or wind-fliaken piece of timber, to make a

pillar of ftate ; but the LORD pitches upon fuch

(and fuch to choofe), the poor, bafe, weak, foolifh

things of the world ; the word of men, and chief

of fmners : the inftances of Paul, ManalTeh, Mary-

Magdalen, and others, make it evident : and of

thefe he is pleafed to make lively images of his Son,

and pillars for the houfe of GOD, (columns of ftate

indeed
!

) whereon to write his own name ; to manifefl

thereby his fovereignty, holinefs, wifdom, power,

righteoufnefs, and free grace to eternity,

The lord's way and method in bringing his

fons to glory, is the befl demonftration of the jight

order of caufes: for though there be a concurrence

of many things, as caufes and ejffeds, one of ano-

ther, yet, if obferved in their order, they will flill

lead us up to die good pleafure of GOD, as firll and

fupreme, and perfedly independent. And this I term,

the only original caufe of Eledion, to fliut out all

works and worthinefs of men, from being any way

cafual, infiuemial, or motive thereto ^ and fo from

Iharino-
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fliarlng in the glory of GOD's grace, which he is

very jealous of, and will not impart to any. The

Islew Teftament current runs evidently this way,

making the whole of falvation, both means and end,

to depend exprefsly on the divine will. *' It is your

" Father's good pleafure to give you the kingdom,'*

(Luke, xii. 32.) '' Thou haft hid thefe things

" from the wife, and revealed them to babes ; for

" fo it feemed good in thy fight,*' (Chap. x. 21.)

" A remnant according to the Eledion of grace,"

(Rom. xi. 5.) " Predeftinate to the adoption of chil-

*' dren, according to the good pleafure of his will,"

(Ephef. i. 5.) " Redemption alfo, and forgivenefs of

" fins, according to the riches of his grace," (Eph.

3. 7.) (the fame grace that eledled) : the making-

known the rnyftery of his will : this alfo is accord-

ing to that [his good pleafure] '' which he hath

" purpofed in himfelf," (ver. 9.) Yea, all the

operations of GOD, whether for us, upon us, or by

us, they all have their rife from the fame fpring, and

are carried by the fame rule :
*' He worketh all

*' things after the counfelof his own will," (ver. 11.)

And for the Old Teftament, you have it fufficiently

exemplified there in the inftances before given, and

efpecially touching the ground of GOD's love to the

people of Ifraei (who, in that refped:, were the

archetype of the fpiritual election) ; namely, that

*' his own good pleafure" was the only caufe of his

choofing them above other nations j
*' He loved

'' them, becaufe he loved them," (Deut. vii. 8.

and ix. 4. and x. 15. And, which is yet more, the

dedion of Chrift himfelf was of grace :
** It pleafed

'' the
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" the Father, that in him (the man Jefus) (hould

*^ all fulnefs dwell," (Col. i. 19.)

And good reafons there are, why Election fliould

be founded upon grace ; and why it could not, with

refped either to GOD's glory, or the eled*s fecu-

fity, be founded otherwife. And,

Arg. I. Is from the fovei;eignty of GOD; whofe

will being the fupreme law, admits not a co-or-

dinacy, much lefs will it ftand with fovereign power

to be regulated by the will of another. That woul4

be a contradidion to Sovereignty ; for that which re-

gulates, muft be fuperior to that which is regulated

by it. Sovereign princes (to fliew their prerogative)

affirm their acts of grace to be of their own meer

motion : and their grants are reputed the more au-

thentic, being fo exprefled. The like we find in

Scripture frequently afcribed to GOD ; that " he
•' will have mercy on whom he will have mercy,"

(Rom. ix. 18.) that *' he Avorketh all things'* (not

by motives from without, but) '' after the counfel of

** his own will," (Ephef. i. 11.) that " it is not of

*' man's willing or running; but of GOD vvho

" flieweth mercy," (Rom. ix. 16*) and, indeed, his

own meer motion was both a nobler and firmer con-

fideration than any defert on the creature's part.

When the world had been drowned for their obdu-

rate impenitency, the few that remained were as bad

as before ; and thofe that fhould come after, the law

forefaw would be the fame. One would think, now
the natural refult of this experiment (hould be, " i

'^^ will utterly cut them off, and be troubled with

*' them no more :" but the LOFvD's thoughts are

not
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not as our thoughts ; he argues and concludes in an-

other mode :
" I will not again any more curfe the

" ground for man's fake." And he is pleafed to

give the fame reafon here why he will not, as be-

fore why he would; as is feen by comparing Gen,

vh 5, and 7. with chap. viii. 21. See alfo the in-

fiance of GOD's dealing with Ephraim ; he was'

wroth with him, and fmote him! and Ephraim, Co

far from relenting, that " he v/ent on frowardly/'

(that is, flubbornly, as refolved in his courfe) ;
'* I

" hid me (fays the LORD), and was wroth,'* (Ifa.

Ivii. 16.) this, one would think, if Ephraim had had

in him but a fpark of ingenuity, or love to himfelf,

fhould have moved him to alter his courfe: but

tvhat cares Ephraim! he flill kept the fame way;

and it was the way of his heart : not an inconfiderate

pet, or fudden temptation, but natural and fixed :

all which the LORD fees and confiders, and having

laid all together, refolves to heal him, and " reilore

*' comforts to him," (Ifa. Ivii. 18.) On the other

hand, thofe good fouls " who feared the LORD,
" and obeyed the voice of his fervants, they yet

" walked in darknefs, and had no light," (If. 1. 10.)

Ye may be fure, they would gladly have underilood

their condition (namely, that they were fuch as

" feared the LORD" ) : their will could not be vv'ant-

ing to a thing fo greatly importing their comfort ^

nor were they idle in feeking for it ; they walked,

though in the dark, but could not walk themfelves

out of it y they are ftill as they were, they had no

light. By thefe different examples it is evident, that

the fovereignty of GOD ftill keeps the throne, and

his difpenfements of mercy, whether in purpofe or

in
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in ad, are not governed by the wills of men : they

are thino-s too low to be counfellors to GOD. And

if it be thus in things of a lower concernment, much

more in that great bufinefs of eternal Eledion, which

is the fublimeft a6t of fovereign power : for non-

eledion is not apuniQiment, but the withholding of

a free favour, which GOD, as a fovereign LORD,
may juftly deny to one finncr, while he gives it to

another. And yet this hinders not, but that every

man, at laft, (hall be judged according to his works*

Jrg, II. Election mud be founded only upon

grace, becaufe grace and works are inconfiftent in the

caufe of falvation. The Scripture is very cautious

of admitting any thing as a concomitant with grace

in this matter; yea, although it be a thing that doth

always accompany grace, and that without which a

man cannot be faved. The apoflle puts them in

oppofition, and is very intent upon the argument, as

a thing of great moment, in Romans xi. where,

firft, he fhews, that amidft that general defedion of

the JewiQi nation, there flill was a remnant whom

GOD had referved ; thefe he terms, " the fore-

^' known," ver. 1. and in the 7th verfe he calls

them plainly, " the Eledion :" and then, left any

iliould afcribe it to a falfe caufe (as in that parallel

cafe he refembles it to), namely, that *' they had not

" bowed the knee to Baal,'* but ftuck to the true

religion, when others fell off; he tells us. No;

their Eledion was founded upon grace : and as for

works, they had no place in the cafuality of it. By

crrace, he means the free favour of GOD, who is

not moved by any thing without himfelf ; but what

he does he does freely, without refped to men's de-

fert:
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fcrt : nay, their undefert rather, is an expedient con-

fideration in this ad of grace; By works, I under-

iland all that-felf-righteoufnefs, goodnefs, conformity

to the law, or whatever elfe is performable by men.

Thefe (namely, grace and works) he proves as in-

confiftent as contraries can be ^ and that the lead

mixture would vary the kind: if but a fcruple of

works be taken in, grace is no more grace ; for, *' to

" him that worketh, is the reward not reckoned ot

'^ grace, but of debt," (Rom. iv. 4.) Grace and foith

are well agreed ; thefe both have the fame fcope and end

:

but grace and Works have always claQied : the fet-

ting up of the one, is the depoling of the other

:

either the ark muft be out, or dagon down; one

teriiple cannot hold them both. To the fame effect

is the drift of that difcourfe in Gal, v. It appears

from Ads, XV. i. that fome there were who taught

a neceffity of circumcifion ; as without which they

could not be faved : feemingly willing they were

to admit of CHRIST, fo they might join circum-

cifion with him, and keeping the law of Mofes : hut

this dangerous daubing with things unmixable, our

holy apoftle could not brook; both as reflecting on

the honoui' of his Mafter, and undermining their

only foundation ; and therefore to keep them from

^

or bring them off that perilous quick-fand, he tells

them exprefsly, thefe two cannot (land together in

that matter: for if they be" circumcifed, they are

" debtors to the whole law, and CHRIST is become
" of none effed to them/' becaufe *' they are fallen

'* from grace.'* It is as if he had (aid, If you take

in any part (though never fo little) of legal obfer-

vances, as neceffary to your being juftified, ye for-

Q. Ivit
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feit the whole benefit of gofpel grace: the grace of

CHRIST is fufficient for you ; he is a Saviour com-

pleat in himfelf: and if you look (though but a

fquint) at any thing elfe, it is a renouncing of him:

he will be a Saviour altogether, or not at all 3 and

therefore he tells them again, and that with a kind

of vehemency, that " if they be circumcifed,

« CHRIST fliall profit them nothing," Gal. v. 2.

And as a man may not put in his claim for juftifi-

cation on account of his w^orks, fo neither of his

faith, as if that were materially, or meritorioufly

caufal of juftification : for faith itfelf, as it is the

believer'^s act, comes under the notiort of a work.

Let us therefore coniider what part it is that faith

holds in this matter ; left while we caft out w^orks,

as not (landing with grace, we make a work of faith.

It is faith*s office to make the foul live wholly on the

power and grace of another; which is to renounce

felf-ability, as much as felf-defert : to apprehend

that righteoufnefs by which grace juftifies: not only

to be juftified thereby upon our believing, but to

work in us even th-rt faith by which we apprehend it,

(Rom. V. 2.) He that will be faved, muft come, not

only as an ungodly perfon, but as a man without

ftrength, (chap. v. 6.) and as fuch (in himfelf) he

mufb come 10 be juftified freely by the grace of

GOD, (chap. iii. 24.) For in him (only) can he

have ftrength to believe, even as righteoufnefs upon

his believing, (Ifa. xlv. 24.) he muft reckon himfelf

an ungodly man, to the very inftant of his juftifica-

lion. " The juft indeed fhalllive by faith;'* but it

is not his own faith, or act of believing, that he

lives by, though not without it ; vvhich alfo feems to

be
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be the apoftie's meaning, where he fays, '* The Hfe

'' that I now hve, I hve by the faith of the Son of

^' GOD: and I live, yet nqt I, but CHRIST
" liveth in me/* (GaL ii. 20.) Where note, that as

faith is the life of abehever, fo CHRIST is the life

of his faith : and he lives on CHRIST, by virtue

of CHRIST'S living in him.

Notwithstanding all which, it is evidently

true, and muft conftandy be affirmed, that grace

and works will fclll be together in the way of falva-

tion (the one doth not extlnguifli or exclude the

other) ', only not as colleagues or joint-caufers there-

of; but rather as a v^orkman and his tools, which

laimfelf firfl makes, and then works with them. *^ By
" grace ye are iiwed, through faith; and that not
'' of yourfelves, it is the gift of GOD," (Eph.il.

18.) Even this believing or ading faculty is a crea-

ture of grace's ralfing up; and therefore, in the

throne it is meet that grace fhould be above it.

Works (therefore), how good foever, are not the

caufe of falvation : and if fo, then not the caufe of

Eledion ; for this (indeed) is the caufe of them

both : and works, if right and truly good, will al-

ways be ready to own their original, and to keep in

their own place ; where alfo they will be moil confi-

derable, and do the bed fervice.

Jrg. III. That Eledion has no other foundation

but the good pleafure ofGOD's will, is farther argued,

from man's incapacity to afford any ground or mo-

tive to GOD for fuch a gift. Adam flood not fo

long as to beget a fon in his firfh image : it is (ttn

by his firft-born Cain, what all his natural feed

v/ould n^,urally be. And though fome do prefume

Q^a to
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to magnify man, and to fpeak of him at another rate ;

yet evident it is by Scripture-light, and the experi-

ence of thofe renewed, that man fallen is poor, blind,

liaked, and at enmity with all that is truly good ;

and that he is never more diftant from GOD and

his own happinefs, than while in high thoughts of

himfelf, glorying in his own underflanding, flrength,

worthinefs, freedom of will, improvement of com-

mon grace, and the like : for thefe make him proud

and prefumptuous, and to have flight thoughts of that

fpecial and peculiar grace,[by which he mufl (if ever)

be renewed and faved. But the LORD himfelf

(who bed knows him) reports the matter quite

otherwife (and we know that his witnefs is true);

3iamely, that '' all the imaginations of their heart are

** Only evil continually," (Gen. vi. 5.) " that their

" inward part is very wickednefs," (Pfal. v. 9.)

*' that every man is brutifli in his knowledge j alro-

*' therbrutifh and foolifh; 3^ea, even their paftors,'*

(Jer. X. 8. 14. 21.) that is, the very beft and mod in-

telligent among them: " that their hearts are full of

*' madnefs," (Ecclef. ix. 3.) " ;wife to do evil,

*' but to do good have no underflanding,'* ^r,

(Jer. iv. 22.) And it w^as not thus only with the

Gentile nations, who were left to walk in their own
way; but even with the Jews, who had all the means

of becoming better that could bedevifed, (Ifa. v.4.

)

(excepting that of fpecial eleding grace, which took

in but a remnant) • " they were called Jews, refted

•* in the law, made their boafh of GOD, knew his

* will, approved the things that were excellent; were

•^ confident that they were a guide of the blind, and
*' a light to them that were in darkpefs, inftruftora

^ ** of
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*« of the foolifh, teachers of babes," (Rom. ii.

7—21.) And yet all this while, and in the midft of

all thefe high attainments, did not teach themfelves

:

and where they are ranked together, he proves them'

to be " all under fin, none righteous, none that un-
^' derftandeth, none that feeketh after GOD, none
" that doeth good, no, not one," (chap. iii. lo— 18.)

Yea, this depravement of nature was fo deep and

indelibly fixed, that the LORD himfelf tells them,
*' The blackmoor might as foon change his fkin, as

'' they learn to do well," (Jer. xiii. 23.) All which,

with abundantly more, befpeaks a condition ex-

tremely remote from yielding a caufe or motive for

this bleffed Eledion.

Jrg, IV^ If GOD's love to men had its rife from

their love to him, it would not have that lingular

eminency in it, that is juflily afcribed to it : " GOD
" fo loved the world," (John, iii. 16.) So, as not

to be exprelTed ; fo, as not to be paralelled j fo, as

not to be underflood, until we come to that ftate

wherein we fhall know as we are known ; nor then

neither fully, becaufe it is infinite. By this it is

that GOD's love to man is fo highly celebrated

;

'^ Herein is love ; not that we loved GOD, but that

'' GOD loved us," (i John, iv. 10.) And, '' Be-

" hold what manner of love the Father hath be-

" flowed upon us!" (chap. iii. i.) which furely

then is not after the manner of men ; for even Pub-

licans do fo, (Matth. v. 46.) and " finners love thofe

" that love them," (Luke, vi. 32.] but to love ene-

mies, and while enemies (as to love a wife that is an

adulterefs ; and fo to love her, as to win her heart

back again) ^ this is GOD's |ove to his chofen.

Eur,
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But, notwithftanding thefe Scriptures (with many

others) feeni purpofely written to obviate fuch con-

ceptions as would feign our loving of GOD to be

the ground and motive of his love to us; yet, great

endeavours there are to father Election upon fore-

feen faith and works, which that they call the cove-

nant of grace, has (they fay) qualified and capaci«

tated all men for ; and which certain more pliant, inge-

nuous, and induftrious perfons (as they fpeak) would

attain unto, by the helps they have in common with

other m.en : but this pedigree of Eledion is ex-

cepted againft, as being not righdy induced : for,

I. Men having (in Adam) diverted themfelves of all

that was holy and good, the LORD could not forefee

in them any thing of worth or defireablenefs, but what

himfelf fhould work in them anew, and that of pure

grace and favour ; for fm and deformity could not

be motives of love. And that the eled (of them-

felves) were in no wife better than other men, is evi-

dent by the Scriptures late quoted ; where the HOLY
GHOST afferting the univerfal depravement of hu-

man nature, exempts not one. But if fuch excellent

and diftinguifhing qualifications as faith and holinefs

had been forefeen (and fo imputable to them), the

Spirit of truth would not have ranked them even

with the children of wrath, (Ephef. ii. 3.) as he

doth. But, 2. If they were otherwife, what could

they add unto GOD ? or whereby could they oblige

him ? " He refpedeth not any that are wife in heart/*

(Job, xxxvii. 24.) " If thou be righteous, what

*' giveft thou him ?" (chap xxxv. 7.) and, '' who
** hath prevented me (fays the LORD), that I

^* fhould repay him?" (chap. xli. 11.) that is, who

b



OF ELECTION. tl^

is he that is beforehand with GOD, in doing oVight

that might induce his favour ? " He regardeth not

*' perfons, nor taketh rewards,'* (Deut. x. 17.) he

is not propitious to any for what they can do for him,

or bring to him. Take Paul for an inftance : he

walked up to the light he had; was blamelefs;^ lived

in all good confciencej knew no evil by himfelf

(a rare degree of legal righteoufnefs!) but that it was

not this moved GOD to make him a chofen veiicl,

be thankfully acknowledgeth, with feif-abafement,

upon every occafion, (Tit. iii. 5. 1 Tim. i. 14,

2Tim. i.9.) 3. Faith follows Eledion : GOD re-

fpeds the perfon before his offering. But was not

Abel refpecled as a believer, and his offering for his

faith } yea, but that faith of his was not the primary

caufe of GOD's refpecling him. If Abel's perfon

had not been refpeded firil, Abel had never been a

believer : for faith is the work and gift of GOD;
and (according to the courfe of all judicious agents)

he that will work, muft firfl pitch on the fubjed he

will work upon ; and he that gives, on the perfon

he will give unto. Befides, Abel could do nothino-,

before he believed, that might move GOD to give

him faith > for, till then he was in the fie (h, and
*' they that are in the fiefn cannot pleafe GOD,"
{Rom. viii. 8. Heb. xi. 6.) therefore it could

not be Abel's forefeen faith that was the caufe of

GOD's refpeding him. The Scripture fi:)eaks often

of iron-fmewed necks, and brazen brows ; and cf

men's being in their blood, when the LORD faid,

they iliould live : as alfo that GOD loved Jacob be-

fore he had done any good thing ; and that the faints

love GOD becaufe he loved them firft; ; but no wher^

of
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of forefeen faith and holinefs, as the caufe and ground

of GOD's love to men. 4. Faith and hoUnefs are

middle things : they are neither the foundation nor

top-flone of Election. They are to fovereign grace,

as ftalks and branches are to a root ; by which the

root conveys its virtues into its principal fruit.

(Eph. ii. 8.) " By grace ye are faved, through faith."

(2 Their, ii. 13. ) " Chofen to falvation, through fanc-

" tification of the SPIRIT, and belief of the truth,"

They are no more the caufe of Election, than the

means of an end are the firft caufe of purpoling that

end : nay, no more than Tatnai's propenfion (or

averfion rather) to build the temple, and to provide

facrifices for the GOD of heaven, was the caufe of

Darius his decree, that thofe things fliould be done,

and that by him, (Ezra, v. and vi. chap.) 5. If

men be predeflinated to faith and holinefs (as they

are), (Rom. viii. 29, 30. i Pet. i. 2.) then they

were not feen to be fo qualified before that predef-

tination : or if they were, then their Election (as to

that particular) would feem impertinent. There

can no rational account be given, why men forefeea

to be fuch, fliould be fo folemnly predeftinate thereto.

Befides, if falvation be the infeperable produ6t of

faith and holinefs, according to John, v. 24. " He
*' that believeth hath everlafting life, and fliall not

*' come into condemnation," ( i Pet. i. 9.) " Receiv-

" ing the end of your faith, the falvation of your
** fouls j" then to ordain to falvation thofe forefeen

to be fo qualified, would feem a thing both needlcfs

and infignificant : it would look like the fending of

men where they would have gone of themfelvcs.

Such faplefs, irregular, and injudicious notions, arc

very
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very unworthy that celcbrioiis and ever adorable ad
of predcftination : and, it duly weighed, would let

\3s further off from the dodlrine of felf-advance-

ment, which' ftands in point-blanck oppofition to the

dodrine of GOD's grace.

Jrg. V. It could not ftand with the wifdom and

goodnefs of GOD, to found the falvation of his

people on a fallible bottom : which it would cer-

tainly be, if dependent on any thing befides his own
immutable wilL For whatever it was that Eledlion

had being from, by that alfo it muft be maintained :

what then would become of it, if built on that good-

nefs which is as the morning cloud and early dew ?

(Hof. vi. 4.) The creature's will, even in a fliatc

of perfe6lion, was too flight and fickle a thing to

build this eternal weight upon : and if man at his

bed eilate was vanity, how much more afterwards,

when fo ftrong a bent of vanity came upon his will ?

Jrg. VI . To derive Election from any root be-

iides the good pleafure of GOD, is to fruftrate the

principal end of m.an's fiilvation ; namely, *' The
*' glory of GOD's grace,** (Ephef. i. 6. and ii. 7.)

This attribute (of all the reft) he will not have

eclipfed, nor intrenched upon : 'tis io divinely fa-

cred, as not to admit the leaft human touch : for

which very caufe, the LORD hath (o contrived

that blelTed defign and plot of his glory, that all

*' boafling is excluded ; and no fiefli iliall gWy in

*' his prefence,'* (1 Cor. i. 29.) But if any thing

in the creature be intitled to the caulality of Elec-

tion, fiefli will glory : and infiead of excluding

man's boafling, grace itfelf will be excluded, (Rom.

xi. 6.) which is far from a glorifying of it, I would

R her^
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here refolve a query or two, which fome have urged

from Scripture : as,

I. How can this dodlrine (land with the [gene-

ral] love and good will of GOD towards men ^

who ('tis faid) will have all to be faved ? i Tim.

ii. 4. 2 Pet. iii. 9.

Anfw. I. If the word [all] be taken univerfally,

it takes in unbelievers as well as others (which can-

not be the meaning) : therefore the literal fenfe of

words is not to be reded on, when the like phrafe of

fpeech elfewhere ufed, or evident fcope of the fame,

or other Scripture, agrees not to it : the delign and

current of the whole mufl guide the conftrudion of

particular parts. 2. Though the dodrine of general

love will not {land with that of fpecial Eledion ; yet

the dodrine of fpecial Eledion will Hand without

that, and againft it. For there is nothing more

plain, than that there is an Eledion of men to falva-

tion ; as alfo, that the genuine import of eledion is,

to choofe one or more out of many : which necef-

farily implies the leaving or not choofing of lome ;

and, confequently, the not willing of falvation to all

univerfally. 3. The will of God cannot be refifted;

becaufe with his willing the end, he wills alfo the

means ; and thofe fuch as fhall compafs his end r

lia. xlvi. 10. " My counfel fhall (land; I will do all

" my pleafure;" i. e. What I pleafe to will, that I

will have done. 4. The apoftle is not here dilcourf-

ing the extent of GOD's fpecial love ; whether all

men univerfally are interefted in it : but exhorting

believers to a general duty, namely, to give thanks

for
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for kings, and all in authority ; becaufe of the bene-

fits we have by government : and to pray for them ;

not only for their peaceable governing of us ; but if

otherwife, that GOD would turn their hearts, and

make them nurfing fathers to his church: and, to

inforce the duty, tells us, there is no degree nor

ftate of men exempted from falvation : GOD hath

chofen fome of every fort ; and therefore we ought

not to Hiut any out of our prayers, 5. The word

[all] is often ufed when but a part, and fometimes

the lefler part, of the thing fpoken of is intended by

it : as, on the contrary, when the univerfality of the

fubjed is intended, it is expreiTed by fmgulars. As,

" He that believeth fhall be faved," and, " Him
" that Cometh unto me, I will in no vs^ife caft out."

It fometimes fignifies all of fuch a fort : fo, Eve was

faid to be the mother of all living ; not of all living

creatures, but all of her own kind. It other times

intends fome of all forts : as, where it is faid, " All
*' the cattle of Egypt died," (Exod. ix. 6.) " and
*' the hail fmote every tree, and every herb," (ver.

23.) and yet other cattle are mentioned after, and a

refidue of trees are faid to be efcaped, (ver. 19. 25.

and x. 5.) So here, GOD will have all men to be

faved : that is, fome of every fort and degree. Gen-

tiles as well as Jews ^ kings, and men in authority,

as well as thofe of a meaner rank : as is evident, by

comparing the ift, 2d, and 4th verfes together. The
fame in Joel ; " I will pour out my SPIRIT upon
" all flefli," &c. (Joel, ii. 28.) that is, upon fome

of every age, fex, and degree, without diftindlion;

young, old, mafters, fervants, fons, daughters, Sec.

as it follows there. 6. To thefe yniverfal terms do

n 2 belong
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belong divers reftriclions, which muft be gathered

from the fcope and context : as, where the gofpel is

faid to be preached to every creature under heaven,

(Col. i. 23.) and yet men only are intended, and

not all of them neither : for the gofpel had reached

but a fmall part of the world at that time, and not

the whole of it yet. So, Mofes is faid to have in

every city them that preach him, (A6ls, xv. 21.)

it mufl be underfliood only of cities where the Jews

dwelt, and had fynagogues ; which were but

few in comparifon. Thofe alfo that were fcattered

abroad, went every where preaching the word, ( Adts,

viii. 4.) /. e. they baulked no place nor perfon, but

preached wherever they came. At firft it was con-

fined to the Jews, but now without limit. " Every
*' man fhall have praife of GOD,'' (i Cor. iv. 5.)

it can be meant only of good and faithful fervants

;

which are but a remnant to the whole piece. So,

GOD is faid to be the Father of all, (Eph. iv. 6.)

and yet Satan (we know) is the father of the far

greater part of the world. And CHRIST is faid

to reconcile all things, (Col. i. 20.) and ^xt all the

angels muft be exempted : the good angels, becaufe

they never were at enmity ; and the evil ones^

becaufe not reconcileable, (Eph. i. 10.) '' That he
'' might gather together in one, all things in

** CHRIST :'* this all things feems plainly to in-

tend the eled:, for they are the fubjeel difcourfed of

in the whole chapter: and in Matthew, thofe ga-

thered together are ftiled the eletl, (chap. xxiv. 31.)

)n Heb. xii. 8. all are faid to be partakers of chaf^

tifement \ and yet fons only can be intended : for

baft^rds
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baftards are not partakers of it, as it follows there.

•* They fliall be all taughtof GOD," (John, vi. 45.)

It rcfpecls only the fons of the church (/. e. fuch as

are elected), whofe iniquities are forgiven them, and

their fins remembered no more, (Jer. xxxi. 34.) It is

the tenour of the new covenant, which is made with

the houfe of Ifrael, that is, Jews in fpirit, or the

eled nation, (Heb. viii. 10, 11.) And if thefe

terms univerfal, all and every^ are fometimes ap-

plied to the eled, exclufive of others, why not as

well in the place whence the query is taken ? I have

inftanced i7i thefe, to fliew what contradidory no-

tions would follow, fliould the vocal found of words

be adhered to: what a fandy foundation univerfal

ele6lion is built upon ; and how likely we are to lofe

the truth, while weliflen to an uncertain found; the

meaning whereof may yet be had from the context,

and general current of Scripture.

2. How fliall this kind of Eledlion be reconciled

with Ads, X. 34. " That God is no re-

" fpeder of perfons ?"

Anfiv, I. This fhews the inconvenience of mind-

ing the literal fenfe of words above the fcope : the

former exception takes in all; and now this excludes

all: for, if literally taken, GOD fliould have refpeft

to none. 2 The Jews were an eledl nation ; and (o^

this obje6lion will lie againft their eledion as much
as this we are upon. 3. The fcope of the place

plainly intends, that GOD refpeds no man's perfon,

either lefs or more, for his outward condition, or

carnal privileges. 'Till then the pr^rtition was up,

and
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and the LORD Teemed only to regard the Jewifh

nation, fuffering all befides to walk in their own

ways, (Ads, xiv. i6.) But now had GOD to the

Gentiles alio granted repentance unto life, (Ads,

xi. 18.) You will fay, perhaps. They were fearers

of GOD whom he thus accepted. True; but that

was not it which firftly induced his acceptance, or en-

titled them to it; although it was their inlet into it,

and evidence for it. If men fear not GOD 'till he

hath put his fear within them ; then, their fearing

of him doth not precede his refped towards them;

but follows upon it, and this is the favour which he

bears to his chofen, (Pfal. cvi. 4.) But,

3. If men be ordained to falvation abfolutely,

what need or ufe is there of Sfood works ?

Good works have divers good ufes and ends, and

good reafons there are for GOD's ordaining them to

be walked in: without fuppoiing our walking in

them to be the ground, condition, or motive of our

Eledion: as, i, To teftify our love to GOD; of

which we have no fuch evidence, as the keeping of

hh commandments, (2 John, v. 3.) 2. To fhew

forth his virtues,yhofe offspring we profefs ourfelves

to be, (Mat. v. 45O That ye may be (/. e. that ye

pay appear and approve yourlelves to be) *' the chil-

^' dren of your Father which is in heaven." 3. To
convince thofe without, that they, by our good con-

verfation, may be won over, and learn to do wxll; or

elfe be compelled to glorify GOD in the day of vifi-

tation. 4. For encouragement and example to

weaker Chriilians; who are yet children in the good

- wavs
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ways of GOD, and are more .aptly led by example

than precept. 5. That by having our fenfes exerclfed

about holy things, we might become more holy,

and fo, more capable of communion with GOD
here, and meetened for our heavenly inheritance,

6. Good works are a part of Eledlion, and the elect

are as;' abfoluteiy ordained' to them, as to falvatioa

itfelf, (John, xv. 16.)

Objections I did not intend to meddle with : but

eonfidering that that which follows of this kind

(though done, for another occafion) may help to dif-

Gover the lightnefs of what is alledo;ed ao;ainfi our

dodrine of Eledion, I have therefore inferted it

here ; and hope it fliall prove to its further confirmation^

Obi. There is no Eledlion, nor decree of Elec-

tion, of particular perfons as fuch : but of the intire

fpecies of men from eternity.

Anfw, Election is the choofing of fome from

among others, and it always fuppofeth a greater num-
ber out of which the choice is made; and, conle-

quently, the taking (or choofing) of all is quite be-

fides the notion of Eleclion: the Scripture Hiys,

they are chofen out or" the world, (John, xv. 19.}

then the world is not chofen : that is, the intire fpe-

cies of men is not the objedl: of Election.

Obj. GOD hath not decreed from eternity to elea:

any perfon of mankind upon any terms, but that

in cafe he liveth to years of difcretion he may poffibiy

periih.

Anfw, This is excepted againfl: i. Becaufe the

perfon of CHRIST himfelf is not exempted. 1.

Becaufe as pofTibly the death of CHRIST might he

in vain, q. It makes the decree and Elcdion two



136 A PRACTICAL DISCOURSE

things, and divers in refped of time. That Elec-

tion was from eternity, is proved before, (Eph. i. 4.}

and that the eled Ihall not perilli, is abfolutely pro-

mifed, (John, xvi. 28.)

Obj. Threatenings of damnation are abfolutely

inconfiftent with a peremptory decree to confer fal-

vation.

Anfzv. No more than the threatening of death

upon Adam, was inconfiftent with GOD's purpofe

to fend him a Saviour, (Gen. ii. 17. with Chap, iii*

15.) That caution alfo, that " except the mariners

" flayed in the iliip, they could not be faved,'' as

well confiftent w^ith that peremptory promife, " that

" there fhould be no lofs of any man's life/* (Adls,

xxvii. 22. 31.) The prdmife of fafety was abfolute,

but their adual obtainment of it was conditional^

Yet fo, as that the performance of the condition on

their part, was as certain by the decree, as fafety

upon their performance of it : for he that determined

the fafety of their lives, determined alfo, that it

fliould be effecled by their abiding in the fliip ; and

that this caution, or threatening of danger, in cafe

they went out, fhould be a means to prevail with

them for that abiding ; and fo it did. In like man-

ner, that faying of the apoftle, that '' if they lived

*' after the flefh, they fhould die," (Rom. viii. 13.

)

was very confiftent with what he had faid before,

namely, " that fm fliould not have dominion over

" them," (Rom. xvi. 14.) and that " nothing fhould

" feparate them from the love of GOD," (chap,

viii. 39.) For as the LORD deals with reafonable

creatures; {o he makes ufe of rational arguments,

motives, and cautions to work upon them : both

end
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end and means, and inducemqnts to the ufe of

thofe means, were all determined. together.

Ohj, We judge it a very lenfelefs part in a father,

to give his child compleat afTurance, under hand *and

feal, that he will make him his heir^ againfl all pofli-

ble interveniences ; and yet prefently threaten him,

if he be not dutiful, to difmherit him.

Anjvj^ Undutiful children may dare to judge

thus of their father's aftions: and children (that

otherwife are dutiful and good, yet) while children,

may have childilh conceptions of what their elders

do: but men grown up, and acquainted with their

father's prudence and goodnefsj will lay their hands

upon their mouth. The promife and purpofe of

GOD, to give Canaan to Abraham's feed, was fp

abfolute, that, by the objedor's own confeflion, all

their unworthinefs could not deprive them of it : it

is alfo as evident by their demeanour, and the event

at laft : yet how often does the LORD threaten to

difinherit them? and to " blot out their name from
" under heaven," (Exod. xxxii. 10. Numb, xiv,

12. Deut. ix. 14.) Did Moles now go and
*« charge GOD fooliOily?" did he tell him, It is

a fenfelefs part thus to threaten, after lb abfolute an

engagement to the contrary ? No 3 he puts the LORD
in mind of his promife to their fathers; of his mercy

in pardoning them afore-time; what refleclion it

would have on his honour among thb Egyptians, if

he fliould now deflroy them, k^c. Not a word of

complaint, that firfl to promife, and then to threaten,

is a fenfelefs thing: it had been fenfelcfs in Mofes

thus to do, and in no wife confident with his duty.

But more diredly; it were no fenfelefs part in a fa-

S xher.
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ther, to purcliafe an office for his fon, and (o to fet-

tle it on him, that it fhall not be in his own power

to reverfe it: and yet (keeping to himfelf the know-

ledo-e of that fettlement) propofe the enjoyment

thereof conditional, namely, .upon terms of obedi-

ence to his father's command : the tendency of all

which, is but to prove himfelf the fon of fuch a fa-

ther, and to meeten him for his place: and, the

more to oblige his fon to a ftudious preparing himfelf

for it, to lay before him the evil and danger of a

negligent courfe ; by which (if perfifted in) he

might render himfelf incapable. But, furely, fup-

poling this father to have the fame power over his

fon, as GOD hath over the heart and fpirit of his

people ; he will fo order him by inftrudion, dif-

cipline, and good principles, that he fhall not run

into a forfeiture. Befides, threatenings of damna-

tion are not properly applicable to believers, who

know themfelves fo to be : for " he that believeth,

" is pafTed from death to life, and fliall not come
*' into condemnation,'* (John, v. 24.) however (at

times), for want of a thorough knowing their ilate,

unthankfulnefs for it, or fome other mifcarriage,

they bring themfelves under doubtiiags of it : but

for fuch as have compleat afTurance under GOD's

hand and feal (as the objedion fpeaks), they are

*' fealed up to the day of redemption," (Eph. iv. ^o^

Rom.viii. 15.) with a feal that never lliall be loofed.

OhJ. In cafe any perfon were fo adjudged to eter-

nal life from eternity j that there is no poflibility of

mifcarrying ; then there was no neceflity of CHRIST'S

dying for him.
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Jnfw, The aflertors of abfolute Eledion do hold,

with die Scriptures, that Eledion is" in and through

^' CHRIST:" the fame decree that ordained to fal-

vation, ordained ahb the mediation of CHRIST in

order thereto ; that GOD might be *' jufl in juftify-

'' ing, he hath appointed us to obtain falvation by.

" ourLORD JESUS CHRIST," (2 ThefT. v. 9.)

Ye might, with as much Qiew of reafon, infer, that

if fu:ch an end be appointed to be wrought by fuch'

a means, then that means is unneceflary to that Qn(\ :

that if GOD hath chofen men to falvation, through

fandlification of the SPIRIT, and belief of the

truth, then hoHnefs and faith are needlefs things,

Thefe are abfurd reafonings, which the truth neither

owns nqr needs.

Obj. WEJudgefuch an Eledion to be an open

enemy to godlinefs : for who will flrain and toil him-

felf for that which he knows he fhall obtain by an

eafy pace ?

Anfw, The dodrine of conditional Eledion can

be no friend to godlinefs, whatever it may pretend

to; fmce all that a man doth on that account termi-

nates in felf. Godlinefs is to aim at GOD as our

chief end in all that we do ; now one that holds the

eled fure of falvation, and believes himfelf to be

one of them, and yet goes on to fear GOD, and
obey him, glorifies GOD more than he that per-

forms the fame, duties for kind (and perhaps greater

in bulk), in expedation of life thereby. The Pha-

rifees faded oftener than CHRIST*s difciples j but

were not fuch real friends to godlinefs as they. Long
prayers, fadings, and alms-deeds, are all nothing

without love: and who (do you think) will love

S z GOD
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GOD more^ he that believes bimfelf fare of GOD's

love unchangeably, or one that holds, that after aU

his toiling and flraining, he may pofTibly run in vain,

and lofe all at laft? If ye fpeak thus, ye crofs the

experience of GOD's children ? yea, and of nature

too; for who counts it a toil to eat his meat when

nature requires it, efpecially when it is moil agreea-

ble both to his palate and conftitution ?
'' All the

•* ways of GOD are pleafantnefs to them that walk

" in them:" and thefe would not leave them again,

although their future happinefs were not concerned

in it : if they be grievous to any, it is from their un-

acquaintednefs with his love, (i John. v. 3.)

Ohj. It muft needs make men very remifs and

loofe in the fervice of GOD.

Anjw. A STRANGE aifertion ! that the affu ranee of

GOD*s love fliould make men carelefs in ferving

him: they that fo judge, can never be over diligent

to make their calling and Eledion fure. CHRIST
knew that the " angels had charge over him," and

that " he (liould not dalh his foot againfl: a Hone;"

yet was neverthelefs careful of his own prefervation.

Paul was fure of the crown of righteoufnefs ; and yet

as diligent in beating down his body," and ftrained

as hard in running his race, as any of thofe who lay

the ftrefs of falvation upon their works.

Obj. StJCH a notion of Eledion, lays the honour,

and neceflity of that great ordinance of preaching

the gofpel in the duft : for if the eled: (fo called)

fliall as certainly be faved by a weak, limple, or cor-

rupt miniftry, and this (it may be) enjoyed but a

day or two in all a man's life, or loofely attended

upon^
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xipon, wherein is the mlniflry of the gofpcl to be

efteemed ?

Anfw, That peremptory decree, that '' fummer
" and winter, day and i>ight, ihall not ceafe," takes

not away the necefTity of the fun's being in the

world, nor of its daily rifings, fettings, and various

revolutions; for by thefe, as the necelfary means

thereof, mufh the decree be made good. So the ab-

folutenefs of that other part of the promife, that

*' feed-time and harveft (liall not ceafe," doth nor a

whit difcharge the hufbandman either of his ufeful-

nefs or duty ; but evinceth the one, and enforceth

the other ; giving alfo encouragement to him in his

work. The force of this anfwer will not be evaded,

by ailed ging, that GOD affords them means proper

and fufficient for feed-time and harveft (that is,

they have fitting feafons, with feed-corn, horfes,

ploughs, and other utenfils of hufbandry) ; and that

is all the promife intends ; and if they improve them

not, the fault is their own. True, it is fo, and they

fliall fmart for their negled : but what will become

of the promife, and furenefs of the covenant ?

Therefore this is not all that GOD doth for men in

this point. He that decreed how long the earth fliall

endure, and what number of men he will raife up

upon it, did alfo decree his own upholding thereof

during that time, and by what means thofe men fliould

be propagated, and kept alive ; and did accordingly

put into them the principles of felf-prefervation ; by

which they are naturally prompted to the ufe of

them, as they are to eat, drink, and ileep :
'' He

" hath fet the world in their hearts," (Ecclef, iii.

II.) As the eled fliall certainly be faved, and alfo

prepared
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prepared for that falvation ; fo hath the LORD ap-

pointed them luch a miniftry, and for fo long a time,

and their attenda.i:tee thereon in fuch a manner, as

beft agreeth to his own intent, and which he will

blefs and make effeftual for that end ; as is feen by

his fending Paul to certain places, where he muft

preach, and not hold his peace : why ? becaufe

GOD had much people there (that is, of his eled

ones), who muft be brought in by Paul's miniftry:

Bithynia, and other places, he is not fuffered to go

into, though he would ; GOD had not yet any work

for him there. Thofe that are to be taken, the

LORD will bring them under the means, as he did

that (hoal of fiflies under Peter's net, (John, xxi. 6.)

witnefs the Eunuch, Cornelius, the jailor, and

others. And this means, whether powerful or fmi-

ple in man's efteem, it is all one to GOD ; his word

fliall accomplifh that he fends it for : and the

weaker the means are, the more is the power of

GOD magnified. See Ads ii.' how by illiterate

men's miniftry, he took them by thoufands, and
'' added to his church daily fuch as fliould be
^' faved," (Ads, ii. 9, 10, 11.47.) ^^> then, the

miniftry of the gofpel is in no wife made ufelefs or

difeftimable by the dodrine of abfolute Eledion,

but is rather greatened thereby, as being the *' power
"' of GOD to that falvation he hath chofen us to."

Ohj. Of what great confequence to the world are

the richeft gifts of wifdom, knowledge, utterance,

crV. if all thofe who are in any poflibility of being

faved by them, may and fliall as certainly be faved

without them ?

JnfztK
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Anfw. That the richeft gifts of wifdom, know-

ledge, utterance, are of no great confequence to the

world, is no confequent of the dodrine of abfolute

eledion ; for they are given " for the perfeding of

" the faints, and edifying the body of CHRIST,"
(that is, theeled:) and all the diverfities of gifts,

manifeftations, and operations, do concur to the

fame end, fince it is the fame GOD who worketh

all in all -, that is, he appoints men tofalvation, thefe

gifts, as a means to prepare them for it, and makes

theni efFedual thereto. But that* thofe richeft gifts

of wifdom, knowledge, and utterance, are of no

great ufe or confequence to the world, is a very na-

tural confequent of that dodrine, which tells the

world that the fun, moon, and liars, do preach the

gofpel fufficiently for falvation : which if they do,

wherein (indeed) are thofe richeft gifts to be efleem-

ed ? and to what end is this wafte ? Why (hould the

bed of men fuffer ftripes, imprifonments, and death,

for doing that which might be done by thofe above

the reach of danger ? And, withal, it is too well

known and obvious, that men of greatefh know-

ledge, utterance, and depth of reafon (fuch as are

filled the princes of this world), they are not al-

ways (nay, very rarely) the fafteft friends of truth

and godlinefs ; and thofe few that be, are not always

mod fuccefsful in their work, (Ecclef. ix. 11.) when

as fome others, meanly furniflied in comparifon,

have turned the world upfide down, (2 Cor. xii. 10.

Ads, xvii. 6. 2 Cor. x. 10.) The LORD oft-times

rejeds the wife and prudent, and reveals himfelf by

babes ; to take from men occafion of boafling ; and

to make it appear, that the faith of his people doth

not
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not iland in the wifdom of men, but in the power

of GOD, (i Cor. ii. 5.) " Whofe weaknefs is

*' ftronger than men, and his fooUflmeis wifer,"

(chap. i. 25.

)

Obj, Upon what account can men be preffed to a

frequent, diligent, confcientious attendance on tlie

miniftry j if falvation, and confequently preparation,

and meetnefs for falvation, fliall as certainly be had

by a broken, carelefs, fuperficial attendance in thii>

kind }

Anfw. On what account did the LORD (o fre-

quently admonilli his people, " to keep the law,

*' without turning afide ; to circumcife their hearts 5

** and to be no more fliff-necked j" and this, as the

condition of their obtaining Canaan } if all their un*

worthinefs could not deprive them of Canaan, which

the author of this objection elfewhere affirms they

could not. But further ; as men are creatures, it is

their duty to ferve and honour GOD : and, in order

thereto, to wait upon him in his ordinances, and

that with all diligence, although the bufinefs of

their iiilvation was not concerned in it, but much
more fince it is, if any thing of felf-concern may en-

force a duty : and truly the prefent fweetnefs that is

in the good ways of GOD, is argument fufficient to

induce our mofl: ferious attendance thereon. But

that falvation, or meetnefs for falvation, may a^

certainly be had by a carelefs attendance, is far from

the dodrine of abfolute Eledion to alfert; for it

preffeth it ftill as an important duty, to*' give all

*' diligence to make our calling and eledion fure:"

But, really, remifsnefs in duty is the natural refult of

that docl:rine which teacheth, That a man poflibly

may
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may lofe all he bath run for at the lad (lep : for who
will ftrain and toil himfelf (as they term it) for an

uncertainty? And if there be any fuch, wiio neglecft

their duty,' becaufe if eleded they are fure to be

faved, they give but a forry evidence of their ftate;

and they are (commonly) fuch as oppofe the dodrine

of Eledlion, and not of thofe who hold for it.

Obj. Such an Eledion as we contend againfl, we
judge to be moft unworthy the moii excellent nature

of GOD; and to be at manifefl defiance with his

wifdom, holinefs, mercy, juflice, l^c.

Anfiv. If the Eledion contended againfc be fuch

as the objedor's arguments are pointed at, it is fuch

as (I fuppofe) never was held by any; and then it is

ill fpent time to fet up counterfeit notions, and make
a great buhnefs of confuting them. But it is abfo-

lute Eledlion, without refpedl to men's works, that

is flriven againfl: : and for this, we fay, i. Abfolute

Eledion is no way contrary to the wifdom of GOD,
but mod confonant thereto : for how can it ftand

with his wifdom, to determine the death of his Son

for the falvation of men, and leave it undetermined

(and confequently uncertain), whether any one per-

fon fliall have falvation by it ? for fo it mufi: be, if

Ele6tion be not abfolute. 2. It is fo far from beins

at manifefl defiance with the mercy of GOD, that

it is mofh congruous and fuitable to the very nature

of it. To fhew mercy, is to open the heart to one

in diftrefs ; to love and to do good to enemies, whom
he might as juftly have deftroyed, and was no way

obliged to fpare, much Jefs to advance them : nay,

perhaps they w^re deeper involved in guilt than

other men, even the chief of finners; which is

T (lure)
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(fure) the highefl: illuflration of mercy, and far

from a manifeft defiance of it. 3. It dodi not op-

poife the juftice of GOD; for to whom is he debtor,

or can be? All had a flock in Adam; and having

loft it by their own default, GOD is not obliged to

reftore it : therefore no injuftice to repair one, and

not another.

Obj. Doth it argue any fovereign or high ftrain of

grace, when ten thoufand have equally offended, to

pardon one or two ; and implacably refolve to punifh

and torment all the reft to the utmoft extremity?

And this againft all poffible interveniency of forrow

and repentance for their faults?

JnfiJV. It were very defirable that men, while

they pretend to argpe for truth, would order their

fpeech as becomes the gravity of fuch a fubjecV,

(Eccl. v. I.) and much more, that they come not fo

near to a downright reproaching that glorious grace,

of whch we cannot have apprehenlions awful enough.

The men who thus fpeak, had need to try their fpi-

rits, whether they be of GOD; fince from the fame

premifes they draw conclufions quite contrary to

thofe, who (we know) ** fpake as they were moved
*' by the Holy Ghoft." In Scripture account, it is

no derogation to the grace of GOD, that he called

Abraham alone ; leaving millions befide to their pe-

rifhing condition. Nor can 1 believe that Mofes

iinderftood it a difparaging of GOD's Jove to man-

kind, when he tells us, that he chofe the people of

Ifrael alone for his own peculiars; who yet were the

feweft of any people, (Deut. vii. 7.) One of a

city, and two of a family, were lefs in proportion

than one or two of ten thoufand; yet no complaint

upon
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upon it, by thofe inrerefted in that grace. It is

the property of GOD's children to admire that he

loves any, and efpecially themfelves; and not to

find fault becauie he loves not all alike. " Who
" am I (fays David), that thou haft brought me
'' hitherto!" And CHRIST'S difciples, ''LORD,
" why wilt thou manifeft thyfelf to us (us twelve)

" and not to the world?"
(
John. xiv. 22.) It is

therefore the more ftrange to confider, why and

how, any that call themfelves of the brotherhood,

came fo to efpoufe the quarrel of thofe without ; and

that with fucn eagernefs, as to ilrive and fall out

among themfelves about the other's concerns : it were

more advifeable to leave off difputing and fall to

pradice. But to anfwer more diredtly, i. This

remnant is not fo contemptibly to be fpoken of;

they are " Ten thoufand times ten thoufand, and

" thoufands of thoufands," (Rev. v. 11.) And
how fmall foever the number be (if it were but one,

it were more by one thaii the whole creation could

deferve), I fay, how few foever they are, no man
knows but himfelf may be one of them 5 unlefs by

c^efpifing the grace of GOD in Eledion, he hath

proved it otherwife to himfelf. 2. To pitch on a

few while in their blood and enmity againfj: GOD,
and refolve even then to make them everlaftingly

happy, and that againft the natural bent of their own

will, was a grace much more high and fovereign

than to fave them for their own better improvement

of what they have in common with other men; for

that would not be of grace, but of debt. Or if the

LORD fbould bring ten thoufand times that num-

ber into a falvable flate (as they fpeak), but fo, as

T 2 (very
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(very poffibly) not one of them fhall ever be faved,

it would not bring the thoufandth part of that glory

to his grace, as to fave a few invincibly, 3. If the

LORD did forefee that but few would believe; and

yet refolved to fave none but fuch as fliould believe;

then the objection (as to fewnefs) falls on the ob-

jedor's doctrine, as much ^s ours. 4. As for godly

forrow, faith, and repentance ; they are the gift ol

GOD, and proper to theeled: and fo, no reafon to

fuppofe the interveniency of thefe in them that are

left; or to fear an im.placable refolution to punifli

and torment any in whom thefe poflibilities go forth

into a6t.

Oi"HER allegations they have againfl: the do6lrIne

of Eledion, which will admit of as plain a folution

as thofe above; but it being my purpofe to colledl

what I (hall find in the Scriptures for it, and not to

controvert the point ; I proceed no further, but go

on to the ufefulnefs of the dodtrine; only by the way

let me premife a caution or two.

1. Let noman tax god with injuflice or partiality

becaufe he takes not all; or becaufe not thofe of

higheft efleem among men. Do not the princes of

the world exercife dominion over men like them-

felves ? Or is there a fubjed fo mean, but will think

himfelf wronged, if queftioned for difpofing of his

own (which yet is his own but as borrowed.) ? And
Ihall vain man prefume to arraign his fovereign

LORD! " Woe to him that flriveth with his

'* Maker," (Ifa. xlv. 9.) If you muft be meddling,

let it be with pot-fherds of earth likeyourfelves.

2. Let no man difvalue the do6lrine of Election

becaufe it takes in bqt a remnant ; why are they ftiled,

The
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The little flock, but to heighten the mercy and pri^

vileo-e of it in their efteem ! Noah did not contemn

the grace of GOD to himfelf and his fons, becaufe

the world of ungodly were excluded the ark ; nor

the remnant that efcaped the fwnrd in Egypt-,
(
Jer.

xliv. 28.) reckon their own deliverance e'er the lefs

mercy, becaufe the refh of their countrymen had not

a fhare in it: men do not ufe to flight their own im-

munities for others not being interefted in them ^ but

rather to value themfelve&^-tke^i^^ore upon it.

And now, as a means to prevent or remove the

evil furmifes cautioned againft; with thofe other fl ^

nifter dedudions which carnal reafon m.ay be apt to

fuggeft; let us draw up a few of thofe many and

worthy improvements this doctrine is capable of,

above and beyond that of the contrary tenor: as

alfo of thofe laws of duty which it lays upon us.

And here I would fee, firfl:, what fruit m.ay be ga-

thered from the feveral branches of the proportion

;

and then, what from the grofs or whole of it pro-

mifcuoufly.

I.. Since there is an Eledion of men to falvation,

put you in for a part and interefl in it: though their

number be but fmall, cafl: in your lot, and make

one among them. My meaning is, that though

never fo few are the objedls of Eledlion, you will

make it your bufmefs to prove 3^ourfelf of that few.

If but two in the whole world, who knov>^s but thou

mayeil be one of them ? And do it the rather, for

fewnefs's fake : it is our Saviour's argument, " They
'' are but few that go in at the ftrait-gate ;" there-

fore flrive. The Ninevites had not that ground to

believe GOD would accept them that you have; for

their
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their ruin was pronounced in peremptory words,

and no room exprefsly left for repentance j and yet

they humbled themfelves, and turned from their evil

ways, upon this only confideraiion, "^ Who can tell

•' if GOD will turn away his fierce anger, that we
*' perifli not?"

(
Jonah, iii. 9, lo. ) It is a happi-

nefs worth your venturing for: for, (i.) You can

lofe nothing by endeavouring. (2.) You can hardly

liave a more folid evidence of your being elefted,

than to have your heart taken with eleding love,

and calling yourfelf upon it: and (3.) Never did

any perifli who ventured on this bottom.

II. From the dodlrine of Eledion's abfolutenefs

is evidenced the exceeding riches of the grace of

GOD, in that he hath not left this great concern to

human contrivance, but hath laid it more fure and

fafe than men themfelves would have done : for it is

too evident (by the reafonings that are ufed to make

Election dependent and conditional), how it would

have gone, if left to the wifdom of men. But I

fliall not doubt to affirm, that thisdodrine of Elec-

tion's abfolutenefs is much before-hand with that

whichteachethitto be condiiional, both in point of

encouragemenr, and otherwife; and that as well be-

fore believing as afterwards.

I. Before a man comes to believe; fuppofing

him to be notionally inftru(5led therein before. For

beino- under convidion of the greatnefs and multi-

tude of his fins, and finding the power of indwelling

corruptions fo infuperable, having alfo fome fight of

the holinefs of GOD, and that he will by no means

clear the guilty, it needs mufl prove a difficult mat-

ter, to believe that there is mercy and pardon for

fuch
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fucb a one as he ; or that ever thofe domineering

lulls fhould be made to fubmit : but then confider-

ing, I. That eleding love pitches on the chief of

fmners. 2. That it flows not from, nor is founded

upon, any condition to be performed by men.

And, 3. That Eledion has in it all that conduceth

to life and godlinefs: thefe things (I fay) confidered,

it cannot but have a far greater influence on the foul,

to cleave unto GOD, and follow hard after him,

than if his Election were fufpended upon his doing

that which he finds in himfelf no power to perform :

for he fees by woeful (and yet, through grace,

happy) experience, that as the law is made weak

through the weaknefs of the flefh -, fo alfo (fetting

afide the abfoKitenefs of elefling love), all the means

of grace, which are given in common among men,

would be wholly inefTedual to falvation : which diffi-

culties, eleding love in its abfolutenefs will fuper-

fede, and fet him above them all -, efpecially conli-

dering, that faith and holinefs are as abfolutely pro-

mifed and provided for in Eledlion, as falvation it-

felf, as the end of faith.

2. After a man comes to believe, this do(5lrine

of abfolute IJledion is of fingular ufe and benefit to

him, both as tending to keep him on his feet, and

to raife him when he is down. i. It is a great pre-

fervative in time of temptation. The remembrance

of that love which looked upon him when he was in

his blood, and faid he fhould live, and hath now
alfo made good its word to him, muft needs operate

ftrongly with a gracious heart, againft whatever

might be unworthy of fuch love : let the bait be never

fo aptly fuited, he will turn from it in a holy difdain

(as
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(as good Jofeph did) " How can I do this great

*' wickednefs, and fm againft GOD T' (Gen.

xxxix. 9.) who hath dealt fo bountifully with me!

2. Nothing more tends to recovery after a fall, than

the confideration of the freenefs of GOD's love at

firft, and his mighty power in quickening, when al-

together dead -, and that both thefe (namely, this

love and this power), are engaged by an abfolute co-

venant, to bring every one that takes hold thereof

unto glory ; and therefore will receive liim, not only

after, upon return to his duty, but ih the midfc of

his backllidings, he will come and heal him. The

LORD'S way of dealing with Ephraim is an in-

ftance pertinent to the cafe in hand :
" For the ini-

" quity of his covetoufnefs was I wroth, and fmote
*' him : I hid me, and was wroth, and he went on
" frowardly in the way of his heart. I have feen his

*' ways, and will heal him : I will lead him alfo,

" and reftore comfo'rts unto him, and to his mourn-
" ers,'* (Ila. Ivii. 17, 18.) And in the xlivth chap-

ter, he doth, as it were, clench and fallen this nail

in a fure place : " Remember, O Jacob, I have

*' formed thee ; thou flialt not be forgotten of me:
" I have blotted out thy fms; therefore return unto

" me.*' And Jer. iii. 14. '' Return, O backiliding

*' children, for I am married unto you," (to wit^,

by his covenant of Eledtion.) To this purpofe alfo

is the edge of Samuel's argument applied in i Sam.

xii. 20. 22. " Fear not; ye have done all this wick-

'' ednefs ; yet turn not afide from following the

" LORD :" as if he had faid, Your wickednefs in-

deed is great, ye have highly provoked the LORD,
by your calling him off: yet, be not difcouraged,

as
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as If the LORD would cad you off: " For the

'' LORD will not forfake his people ;'* (but why ?)

" Becaufe it hath pleafed the LORD to make you
*' his people.'* And in ver. 24. he further backs it

with the remembrance of the great things GOD
had done for them afore-time : than which there is

nothing of ftronger tendency to a fouPs recovery.

III. From the perfonality of Eledion : and IV.

From the eternity of its original, I gather in general.

That fince the Scriptures have fo highly re-

nowned thefe two circumftantlal parts of Eledlon,

by fo frequent a mentioning of them ; and that on

occafions of the folemneft import, we ought not to

pafs them by> as things of indifferent notice ; but

as being diverfly inftru6live, worthy to be kept,

and foberly contended for. The Holy Ghofh doth

not ufe to inculcate matters of ordinary obiervance,

or little import : but as noting to us fome great im-

portancy in them ; as taxing alfo our floth, and apt-

nefs to negled them ; and to ftir up our minds to

make tlie more diligent fearch, what, and what

manner of things they are, and how to be iirproved:

in particular.

From the perfonality of Eledllon I infer

:

Infer, i. That it ought to be minded as matter

of the highefl honour to the parties concerned.

The LORD illuftrates Mofes at no ordinary rate,

when he tells him, " 1 know thee by name :" (Exod.

xxxiii. 17.) and, doubtlefs, intended that Mofes

himfelf fliould fo account of it, and be highly fatif-

fied therewith, though denied fome other things he

U would
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would fain have had. Thus alfo Paul fignalizeth

thofe eminent faints, who were his fellow-labourers

in the gofpel ; that '' their names were in the book of

" life," (Phil. iv. 3.) And ourSaviour propounds it to

his difciples, as matter of the higheft exaltation,

that " their names were written in heaven,'' (Luke,

X. 20.) That our poor iniignificant names Ihiould

be written in GOD's book, and laid up among his

treafures in heaven, when the generality of names

(even names of note), are written in the dufl, let

it not feem a light matter to us : for this is that

" everlafting name, which never fhall be cut off,"

(lfa.lvi. 5.)

hifer. 2. The knowledge of this thing (namel)',

that GOD has thus taken notice of our name), is

a great privilege to them that know it. It enlarges

the heart to higher expedlations ; it gives boldnefs

(or freedom) of fpeech towards GOD y as if nothing

were too great for fuch a one to afk. See how Mo-
fes grows upon it y no fooner, fays GOD, *' I know
" thee by name," but Mofes (as wrapt into the fe-

cond, and fain would be in the third heaven) pre-

fently replies, '^ I befeech thee, fhew me thy glory !"

Infer, 3. As it is a matter of honour and privilege,

fo it will prove one of your befl: tides to your hea-

venly inheritance. It will lignify fomething one day

(however by fome too lightly eftcemed now), when

it fhall be the great diflinguifhing charadler between

you and the world : whoever he be that derives not

his genealogy from this regifler, will be put from

the heavenly priefthood, (Neh. vii. 64.) The new

Jerufalem admits none but fuch whofe " names are

*' written in the book of life," (Rev. xxi. 27.) yea,

every
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every one that is not found written there, fhall be

call into a lake of fire, (chap. xx. 15.) there-

fore " give all diligence to make your election

'^ fure/' -

Ltfer. 4. It alfo imports matter of duty from us.

When princes confer titles of honour, lands, or im-

munities ; they ufe to felerve fome kind of rent, of

other fervice, to mind their fubjeds (though favour-

ites), of whom they hold. You have no fuch way

of owning your great benefador, nor no fuch means

of being coniiderable in the world ; as by bearing

the badge and Improts of him who gave you this

name of honour. I^et his name therefore be named

upon you ; carry his name in your bofom ; bear it

on your fhoulders, and the " palms of your hands :**

let the choiceft of your affedilons, the chief of j^our

flrength, and the whole of your aftivity, be em-

ployed for his honour -, let every thing you do, bear

an impreffion of him whofe name is holy.

Then, from the antiquity of eleclion.

Infer, i. Let the ancientnefs of eleding love,

draw up our hearts to a very dear and honourable

efteem of it. Pieces' of antiquity (though of bafe

metal, and otherwife of little ufe or value), how ve-

nerable are they with learned men ? and ancient

charters, how careful are men to preferve them ; al-

though they contain but temporary privileges, and

fometlmes but of trivial moment? how then fliould

the great charter of heaven, fo much older than the

world, and containing mattersof eternal weight and

glory i which alfo hath been confirmed by fo many

U 2 pro-
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promiTes; exemplified by multitudes of cafes; with

a feal affixed more precious than heaven itfelf (all

which proclaim the eternal validity of it) -, how
ihould this, I fay, be had in everlafhing remem-

brance, and the thoughts thereof be very precious

to us i lying down, rifmg up, and all the day long

accompanying of us! and how careful fliould we be,

not only to keep this charter uncancelled, but alfo

to keep it clean from all forts of duft and foil, by

which the legiblenefs thereof might any way be ob-

fcured to ourfelves or others

!

Lifer. 2. Let Eledion's eternal ongm bean argu-

ment for its eternal duration ; and fo, of the faints

invincible perfeverance to glory. That which is

from everlafting, fhall be to everlafhing ; if the root

be eternal, fo are the branches. Surely, for this

good end (among others), it is twice recorded in

the Revelation, that '* their names were written in

** the book of life, from the foundation of the

*' world," (Rev. xiii. 8. and xvii. 8.) namely, to

lignify and alTure, that the eled: fliall be fafely and

furely kept from thofe dreadful apoflafies, which

the refb of the world fhall fall into, and be over-

whelmed with. And hence (perhaps) it is, that we

read of nothing done in eternity, but eledion, and

things appendant, or peculiar thereto y as the pro-

mife of eternal life, the Lamb llain, the kingdom

prepared, &c. Eledion is an eternal fountain, that

never leaves running, while a vefTcl is empty or ca-

pable of holding more j and it ftands open to all com-

ers : therefore, come ; and if you have not fufficient

of your own, go and borrow vclTelSj empty veflels,

not
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not a few ;
" pay your debts out of It, and live on

'^ the reft," to eternity, (2 Kings, iv. 7.)

V. From the dodrine of choofing in CHRIST.

Infer, i. It is an high demonftration of GOD's
love to his chofen. We may fay of it as Huram

to Solomon, " Becaufe the LORD loved his people,

" he fet his Son over them," (2 Chron. ii. 11.) It

is alfo an eminent proof of his manifold wifdom, to

contrive the bleffednefs of his people in fuch a man-

ner, as fliould moft certainly fecure their obtainment

of it; moft fignally illuftrate his love to them; and

fo, moft affedionately win upon their hearts, and

to oblige them to himfelf for ever. We may hence

alfo difcern fomething of that immenfe greatnefs

and holinefs of GOD ; that though he fo loved his

eledl, as to make them " one in himfelf," (John,

xvil. 21.) that union could not be admitted without

a Mediator equal with himfelf.

Infer. 2. Gather hen,ce your ftablllty and fafety:

whatever ftrait or difficulty you are entering upon,

" drink of this brook in the way," and lift up

5rour head. Whatever pertains to life and godllnefs,

grace and glory, this life and that to come, is all

laid up in CHRIST (as all forts of food in the ark,

for thofe who found grace in his fight), all fulnels

dwells In him, (Col. Ii. 9. John, i. 16.) and that for

you. He is not only a root ftable In himfelf, but

eftabUftiing to you 3 communicating flip and fpirit

to all his branches: while there is life in him, you

cannot die. This it Is that makes the faints ftand

firm and fecure in the midft of dangers; '' the evil

•' one
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*' one tcuchetb them not," (i John, v. 18.) Let

ail the rebel-crew of adverfaries (Satan, the worlds

your own evil hearts) alTociate themfelves, and take

counfel together, it all comes to nought: let their

aiTaults be renewed again and again, they are flill

beaten off: they gird themfelves, and are broken in

pieces ; they gird again, and again they are broken

in pieces: thus it is, and thus it ihall be to the end

of our warfare :
" for GOD is with us," (Ifa. viii.

9, 10.) This was it made David fearlefs, even '' in

" the valley and (liadow of death, the LORD was

'* with him," (Pfal. xxiii. 4.). And thofe three no-

ble confeilbrs, they walked fecure in the fiery fur-

nace, becaufe " the Son of GOD was among them,

(Dan. iii. 2^.) Therefore do all, fufier all, and ex-

ped all, as being in CHRIST, and not otherwife :

but woe to him that is alone, who when he falls,

hath not CHRIST to help him up.

Infer. 3. Let this your relation to CHRIST be

evidenced by your likenefs to him : He that is joined

" to the LORD, is one fpirit," (i Cor. vi. 17.)

" The holy oil that was poured on your head, runs

*' down to the ikirts of his garments;" that is, to

the very mean-eft of his followers; and they carry

along the pleafant fcent with them, wherever they

go (or (hould do as Paul did, 2 Cor. ii. 14.) It is

natural to thofe married unto CHRIST to bring

forth fruit unto GOD, (Rom. vii. 4.) and fee it be

fuch as will abide the tell, endure all forts of wea-

ther, and be bettered by it.

Infer. 4, Tins doctrine illuftrates that of juflifica-

tion; as fliewing wherein the true matter of juftify-

ing righteoufnefsdoth conufi, and how it comes to

be
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be onrs. Our faith (or ad of believing) cannot be

the matter of it, for that it is an impeffed thing;

and fo cannot be reckoned in the place of perfect

righteoufnefs : for it mufl be a righteoufnefs' per-

fedly perfe6fe that juflifies, as it was a fin perfedly

finful that condemned. This righteoufnefs alfo

mufl be our own, in a way of right, a,s Adam's fia

alfo was, though performed in tlie perfon of another.

CHRIST and Adam being parallels in their head-

fliip, the imputation of the one's guiltinefs, and of

the other's righteoufnefs, are righteoufly applied to

their refpedive feeds. And this was a main end of

the LORD'S putting thofe he would juftify into

CHRIST y that he " being made fin, and a curib

'' for them; they might be made the righteoufnefs of

" GOD in him ; and fo, GOD might be juft in

*' juftifying of them." Faith in this matter holds the

place of an evidence or feal of that righteoufnefs

ivhich belonged to us as being in CHRIST, before

we believed (as Canaan did to Abraham's feed before

they were born); and is given us on the account of

our intereil: therein, (Phil. ili. 12.) that we might

apprehend it, and enjoy the benefits of it, (Phil, i,

29.) which is furely a far better ground to build our

juftification upon, than cur weak and imperfed:

fliith, which ftands in need daily of the righteouf-

nefs of GOD for its own fupport. But let not faith

lofe of its due refped : it is a precious grace, and

may not fuffer difparagement. Though it doth not

originate your title to juftification ; it is the beft evi-

dence ye can have for it; though it be not your

peace-maker (primarily), it is yet of that impoitant

ufefulnefs, that youi* peace' cannot be compleated,

nor
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nor can you know that your peace is made without it-

Your record is in heaven, and cannot be pleaded

here (the court of confcience takes no notice of it),

until exemplified under the feal of faith. It is fome-

what like the injinimentum pacis^ where parties have

been at variance ; though the peace be made, and

terms agreed, it has not its full effed, until ratified

on both (ides, and exchanged. Therefore,

Infer. 5. Make it the main part of your care and

bufinefs to get into CHRIST, and to abide in him,

VI. The founding of Eledion upon grace, affords

us divers ufeful inftrudions : as.

Infer, i. To fall-down and adore the great GOD,
for this unfpeakable difcovery of his love to men.

It is one of the richeft mercies that he would not

betruft us in our own keeping : that another (and

lie one that had not the leaft need of us) fliould be

more provident for us, than we would have been for

ourfelves : that our chiefeft interefl fiiould have the

highefl (ecurity : that it fliould be founded upon

grace ; the attribute which our great King mod de-

lights to honour: and that he fhould do it, as it

were, againfl our wills ; for fo it is, inafmuch as to

graft our happinefs on the will of another, is con-

trary to nature : of all bottoms, we fliould not have

pitched it there ; and yet, in truth, no other ground

would hold us : his name may well be called Won-
derful ;

'' It is not after the manner of men ; tliis is

*« the LORD'S doing, and let it be marvellous in

'' our eyes,'* (Pfal.cxviii. 23.)

Infer. 2.'
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Infer, 2. It fliews what reafoii we have to difcard

^nd cafliier for ever that groundlefs and blind-fold

opinion, which lays the ftrefs of falvation on a

thing of nought: for what elfe is the will of a frail

and mutable man ? to forfake a living fountain, and

reft on a ciflern, a broken ciftern, what folly is it

!

to caft our eagle's wings, and truft: to a foot out of

joint ; who would do it that is not void of under-

ilanding ? furely Job was aware of it, when he pro-

feffeth, " He would not value a life that depended

" on his own righteoufnefs,'' (Job, ix. 15. 21.)

The grace of GOD is little beholden to that doc-

trine, which would give the glory of it to a gracelefs

•thing ; and as little have the fouls of men to thank

it for : it feeds them with dreams and fancies

:

which, when they ^wake, will leave them " hardly

*' beftead, and hungry : and it fliail come to pafs,

*' that when they Ihall be hungry, they fliall fret

*' themfelves, and curfe their king and their GOD,
*' and look upward," (Ifa. viii. 21.) Therefore, fit

not down under the fhadow of that gourd ; it hath

a worm at the root -, and they will not be held guilt-

lefs, nor kept from the fcorching fun, whoever they

be that fhelter themfelves in the covert of it. Ic is

a fpark of men's own kindling, wherewith, though

compaffed round, they will lie down in forrow^

(chap. 1. II.) Therefore let thofe who difrelifl-i this

dodrine, becaufe it founds not falvation upon felf,

look well to their ftanding, and fhift from it in time.

Infer. 3. Fall in practically with the doftrine of

eledion, as founded upon grace. As it was grace

which gave you your eledl being, fo let it be your

fpirit and utmofl endeavour to improve this your be-
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ing to the praife of that grace, i. Give it the fole

honour of eleftion's original: fuffer not free-will-

grace, or any thing elfe, to pretend to a fhare in the

parentage of it : let not your faith, whether forefeea

or perfected, be reckoned the ground-work, or mo-

tive of your election ; it is a branch of it ; and the

branch (you know) " cannot bear the root," (Rom.

xi. 1 8.) Even faith itfelf mud not (and if it be

right faith, it will not) " gather where it hath not

" flrewed." Own nothing (therefore) that may de-

tract from the honour that is due to fovereign grace.

2. Bear yourfelf upon this grace, againft all your

weaknefs and unworthinefs : let not thefe difcourage

you, but rather plead them as occafions by which

grace will be manifeiled and magnified, and fliew

itfelf to be what it is. Thus did David j " Pardon

" my fm ; for it is great,^' (Pfal. xxv. ii.) and

Mofes, when all the people's obedience could not

furnifli him with an argument for GOD's continu-

ing his prefence with them -, what is his plea ? They

are an honed ingenuous people v trad:able to thy

commands ;
pliant to thy will : they are worthy for

whom thou Qiouldeft do this; for they love thy

company, and have built thee a tabernacle? No,

there is none of this duff in it r but, " Let my
'^ LORD, I pray thee, go with us -, for it is a difF-

" necked people ; their neck is an iron finew, and

" their brov/ brafs," (Exod. xxxiv. 9. ) therefore

go thou with us, to better us, to foften us, and to

pardon us : and by this fliall the freenefs of thy grace

appear to us : for, " how elfe fhall it be known that

" I and this people have found grace in thy jGght ?'*

?EKod. xxxiii. 46.; but yet, withal; (i.) Look

that.
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that ye make not a light matter of your fins, or of

3^our finfuhiefs : you cannot think bad enough of

yourfelf, or of them ; nor be too much humbled;

only, be not cad down. (2.) Ufe the means that

grace hath appointed: '' Watch, and befober;
'' watch unto prayer ; put on the whole armour of

" GOD," and keep it clofe about you ; your fword

and your fliield be fure you forget not : but ftill let

your eyes be towards the hand of grace, through

CHRIST, for counfel, ftrength, agency, and every

good thing , and depend on it for conferving and ac-

tuating the grace it hath wrought in you, as plants

do on their roots : the fpoufe, after married to

CHRIST, prays to be '' drawn to him,'* (Cant.

J. 4.) {3.) Whatever befals you, remember the

good pleafure of GOD is in it ; hold your peace as

Aaron did, (Lev. x. 3.) or if you mufl fpea^, '' let

" your fpeech be feafoned with fait : it is the

*' LORD, let him do as it feemeth him good,"

(i Sam. iii. 18.)

Other ufeful inflru6lions from the dodrine of Elec-

tion in general, and together.

I. It being a dodrine of fo great importance, b^

not indifferent about it : put yourfelf on the trial

touching your intereft in it, and bring forth your

evidences for it : obferve what are the properties of

GOD's eleft, and fee if they itand on your fide.

I. As touching the great bufmefs of falvation, do
you fubmlt to mercy without indenting, and n^aking

terms with GOD? have you laid yourfelf at his feet,

with " peradventure he will fave me alive;" and if

X 2 he
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he fay, I have no pleafure in thee ; Lo, here I am,

and here I will lie : if I muft periih, 1 will -perilh

here; I cannot die in a better place or pofture.

Thus did Job; when the LORD feemed to fet him-

felf againfl him, as refolved to deflroy him, yet ftill

he refolved to truft in him, and to hold faft his in-

tegrity, (Job. xiii. 15.) This is a love mere noble,

and of an higher extrad, than thofe are acquainted

with, who conclude, that upon their doing this and

that (which they fuppofe every man hath power to

do), they fhall be faved;^ for fuch kind of love is

mercenary : he will not flir, nor look towards the

vineyard, until he hath agreed for his penny; the

other goes in, and falls to his work, and leaves it to

his mailer to give him what is meet, (Matt. xx. 2,

7. II.) which alfo he leaves to his mailer's judgment,

and not^iis own : and truly he fpeeds never the worfe

for his fo doing. But I would not be taken to in-?

tend a contentation or wiilingnefs to he deftroyed

:

this I hope is pleaded before, under the firfl ge-

neral head.

2. Do you own GOD's fovereign commands,

without difputing ? Abraham did thus in the bufi-

nefs of Ifaac; although he could not fee how the

promife of GOD and the killing of his fon could

{land together; and fo will Abraham's children do.

They know that their LORD is a great King, hath

abfolute dominion, giveth account: of none of his

matters: what he is pleafed to command, their duty

is to obey, without alking a reafon why? or, how

will th«fe things confift? fuch demands become not

the lips of thofe who live upon grace.

'

3. Doth
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3. Doth your love towards GOD hold the fame

courfe that his love hath done towards you ? Ail

that GOD hath done, or will do, for his chofen, is

the product of eleding love. Does all your obedi-

ence arife from love ? and does this love of yours

grow out of his.? is his eleding love the root of it?

is all that you do towards GOD, in a way of grati-

tude and duty, and with defign to glorify his grace ?

and when the LORD feems to go from you, do

you follow the harder after him; as he for a long

time followed you, waiting that he might be gra-

cious unto you? this is truly a GOD-like love: the

eminency whereof lies in this, that '' he loved us

" when enemies to him ;" and loved us into a like-

nefs to himfelf; anfwerable whereto, we fhould love

him, even while our fears may apprehend him to be

our enemy; and through the power of his love fe-

cretly working in our hearts, go on to love him, un-

til the glory of the LORD be rifen upon us. You
could not thus love GOD, if he had not loved you

iiril, (i John, ii. 19,)

4; Do you rejoice in the thoughts of eledling love,

what it is, and whence it came .? what it hath de-

ilgnedyou for, and will bring you unto at hi}:} is it

your delight to converfe with the book of life? and

do you rejoice more that " your names are written

*' in heaven, than if devils were fubje6t to you ?"

when your fiefli and your heart fail you, do you

look to eledling love as your ftrength and portion,

and count it a goodly heritage? (Pf xvi. 6.) Do you

aim at that which elefting love defigned you for, and

becaufe fo defigned, if by any means you may attain

to it ? and are you better fatisfied to be at the good

pleafure
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pleafure of GOD, than at your own? and blefs his

wifdom and grace, for undertaking the difpofure of

3:otir eternal intereft? fuch fruit could not be, but

from that feed of GOD.
Let me add a few tokens more of true love, ac-

cordino- to its ordinary acceptation and conduct

among men. i. He that loves another, will delight

in his prefence, and feek occafions of converfing

with him. 2. Being abfent, he thinks much upon

him, and gives welcome entertainment to whatever

may be a remembrance of him. 3. He will feek

the well-pleafednefs of him who is the obje6t of his

love, by prefenting things lovely to him ; by avoid-

ing whatever may difguft him ; by a wary preventing,

or fpeedy removing, what might give the other occa-

fion to be jealous of his love to him. 4. He will

candidly interpret whatever might feem a declining

of the other's love to him ; and not be fatisfied until

it be recovered, or better underflood.

11. If you be of this happy remnant of Eledlion,

then look for ill ufage from the world. The men of

the world have always hated GOD's eledi, and wijl:

why did Efau hate Jacob ? becaufe of the bleffing,

(Gen. xxvii. 41.) And our Saviour exprefly fays to

his difciples, " I have chofen you out of the world,

*' therefore the world hates you," (John, xv. 19.)

While in nature, they love the world, and the world

them : but v/hen eledion breaks forth in its fruits,

when once they are called according to purpofe, then

" a man's enemies will be thofe of his own houfe,"

(,I\licah. vii. 6.) And -h^nce it is, that the very

dodrine of Eledion is fo difguftful to the world,

and contended againft 3 wherein I wifli that fome of

the
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the ele£t themfelves were not (unwittingly) involved.

Therefore think it not (Irange, but take it as an ap-

pendix of Eledion, (John, XV. 17, 1 8, 19.) as a part of

that you were chofen unto; and as that by which,

partly, you muft be fitted for the main end: your

LORD himfelf w^as made perfect through fufterings,

(Heb. ii. 10.) and thofe foreknown, were predefti-

nated to be conformed to their Head, in fuffering as

well as glory, (Rom. viii. 29. and vi. 5.)

III. Having trufled eleding love for eternal lal-

vation, fee you diftrull it not for things of lefler

moment. When the LORD ordained you to life,

he ordained alfq all thofe various occurrences, wind-

ings and turnings, you fhould be exercifed with in

your way thither; and (it is fure) he does nothing in

vain. There is need of all forts of weather for the

earth's good; all fair would deftroy it. Know ir

therefore of a truth, that all your concerns were

fore-determined of GOD; and that fo well, that all

your prudence and love toyourfelves could not mend
it : nor can all your care and folicitude alter any of

them, either as to matter or form ; no, not to change

the colour of an hair: '' Take therefore no thought
*' for the morrow : for the morrow fhall take thought

" for the things of itfelf. Sufficient unto the day
" is the evil thereof," (Matt. vi. 34.)

But whence isit that believers, who have trufted

GOD for their fouls, fhould yet make a difficulty of

trufting him for their outward man ? and fo cumber

themfelves with unprofitable burdens?

Earthly things are nearer our fenfes ; and

thence we are more fenfible of the comfort of them,

as alfo of their want : thev alfo feem more with in

our
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our line and compafs; and fo we reach more ear^

neflly after them, and are anfwerably troubled vvheri

we fall fliort : whereas we fhould catry it for tem-

porals, as we do (or fhould do rather) for our fouls

and fpiritual portion; that is, look to our prefent

duty, be diligent in our place, and content with

fuch things as we have, (Heb. xiii. 5.) bearing our-

felves as becomes the children of fuch a Father, fo

'rich, wife, bountiful, tender, and faithful to usj

who always gives the beft fupply ; and that in the

bed proportion, manner, and time.

Have therefore your faith exercifed, as about

the greateft, fo alfo about the fmalleft and common-

eft matters (ufe grace, and have grace) : it is want

of ufe makes you lame of your right hand ; and much

ufing renders it more ufeful. Faith is the head of

your fpiritual fenfes ; and if that be aftive, the reft

cannot be idle, nor much at a lofs. Faith alfo is a

plain-dealer; it reprefents things as they are; ftiews

them in their true dimenfions, with their ufe and

end. See therefore that you never hold a confulta-

tion, unlefs faith be prefent, }^ea, and prefident too,

elfe all will be in diforder at once : one a(5l of faith

fhall fooner remove the mountain, than all the cat-

tle on a thoufand hills.

Lafily, You that have clofed with this truth,

and having made diligent fearch, do find in your-

felves thofe marks of GOD's eled, fit down and

take the comfort of it : let this joy of the LORD
be your ftrength :

" eat your bread, and drink your

'' wine" (or water either) " with a merry heart, fince

" GOD hath accepted you." (Eccl.ix. 7.) If David's

heart was fo taken with that temporal favour which

chofe
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chofe him to be king before the houfe of Saul,

( 2 Sam. vi. 21.) how fliould our fouls be wrapped into

the third heaven, that we (poor, unworthy, wretched

we) fliould be taken into that pecuhar favour, in

which the generaUty of men have nothing to do?

How fliould it affed our hearts j and raife up our fpi-

rits, both in all a(5live obedience, as David,who
danced before tlie ark with all his might, and aifo

to all long-fuffering with joyfulnefs ; as Paul, and
other chofen veffils, who rejoiced in tribulation; be-

caufe this '• love of GOD was flied abroad in their

" hearts,'' (Rom. v. 3,4.)

Art thou of thofe who are wife and noble accord-

ing to the flefb ? Be filled with an holy amazement^

and exultation together, rejoicing with trembling,

that the great GOD (to whom thou waft no more
than others, thy conforts that are left, and who com-
monly choofes the bafe and foolifli, thereby to m?jg-

nify his grace) fliould thus go out of his way to call

in thee; and hath alfo made his call effectual to thee,.

even then when thou waft environ.ed with a world of

temptations to obftrud it. And if thou be a man of

low degree, poor, weakfoolilli, of no account among
men, even as one that is not; and hath the LORD
regarded, thee in thy low ftate, and magnified thee,

by fetting his love upon thee ? Hath he taken ihei

from the dunghill, to fet thee among princes, even

the princes of tlie world to come ? This is tliat ex-

altation which the poor fliould always rejoice in.

Were you the head infliead of being the tail; were the

necks of your enemies under your feet; yea, were

the devils themfelves made fubjed: to you; it could

not afford you the thoufandth part of that caufe of

Y rejoicings
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rejoicing, as that '' your names are written in hea*

*' ven." Are other men profperous in the world,

and free from trouble, while you are reduced to a

low eftate, and chaftened every morning? have,

perhaps, but an handful of meal, and a litde oil in

acrufe, &c. yet think not your portion mean, or

hardly dealt out: your good things ate to come;

they are growing in the other world ; and at the time

of harvefl the LORD will fend his angels for you :

yea, your LORD himfelf will come and fetch you

thither; and " you (hall be for ever with him, in

" whofe prefence is fulnefs of joy^ and at whofe

<' right hand are rivers of pleafures for evermore :'*

and then you will fing, " The lines are fallen to me
*' in pleafant places ;" at leaft fay fo now. As Abra-

ham dealt by his concubines children, fo doth GOD
by the Ifhmaelsof the world; he gives them por-

tions, and fends them away, (Gen.xxv. 6.) But

the inheritance he referves for his Ifaacs; to them he

gives all that he hath, yea, even himfelf: and what

can we have more ?



OF

REDEMPTION.

T N this point we are equally concerned with that

^ of Election, as the great comprehenfive means of

bringing about the greatefl end, namely, the glory

of GOD in the falvation of his chofen, Redemp-

tion is not another foundation diflind from Elec-

tion ; but the chief corner-done that Eledion hath

laid of the world to come.

That our LORD JESUS CHRIST hath a

body or church, to whom he is Head and Saviour,

is not fuppofed a queflion ; but, who they are that

make up this body , whether the whole of mankind

univerfally, or fome particular perfons ? Whether

he had in his death the fame refpecl to all as to fome ?

And whether any of thofe he died for, may mifs of

the benefit accruing by his death ? are queftions of

great import, and worthy a ferious deliberation: and

the rather, becaufe they are points too lightly dif-

courfed of by many. To refolve which, is the fcope

of the prefent Difcourfe ; which 1 caft into three

branches

:

Y 2 I. That
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J. That the body, or church of CHRIST, con-

fifls of eled perfons.

II. That for thefe it was that he laid do^vn his

life.

III. That the intent of his death cannot be

fruftrate.

I. That the body or church of CHRIST confifts

of eled perfons. By this body, or church, I under-

ftand the defigned fubjefts of his fpiritual kingdom,

or members of his myftical body, to whom he was

appointed by the Father to be Head and Saviour,

rnd they to ftand related to him as their Prophet,

Priefl:, and King: which three-fold office he bears

peculiarly towards the eledl, the church of the iirfl'-

born, and heirs of that world to come. And of

thefe doth his body confift, that is, it is made up of

thefc, exclufive to others; their number is certain

and intire, and cannot be broken, either by addi-

tion or diminution : of this tlie tabernacle was a fi-

rure, i. In refped: of its fymmetry or proportion

of parts, which induced a lingular beauty upon it;

towards which nothing could be added, nor any thing

abated. 2. In that all the parts and dimenfions

thereof were predetermined of GOD; p.nd not left,

in the lead, to human arbitrement or contingency:

and thefe are exprefly fiid to be '' patterns of things

'' in the heavens,'' (Heb. ix. 23.) that is, of the

heavenly temple, or church of the firft-born, which

are written there, (Chap. xii. 23.) and in the ap-

pointed time fliall be gathered together to him, as

the materials of Solomon's temple were to mount

Moriah, (2 Chron. iii. i.)

That
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That the body or church of CHRIST confifts

of eled pcrfons, is drawn from fuch premifes

as thefe.

I. In that our Lord and Saviour fo manifeftly

(liews hlmfelf concerned for the eled, as having

fome peculiar inftance and propriety in them, and

charge of them. With thefe his dehghts were from

everlafting, (Prov. viii. 31.) (a manifefl: proof of

CHRIST'S divinity!) and as foon as they were ac-

tually in being, began his actual converfes with

them^ and therein did even confine himfelf to the

eled feed. With what unbelievable patience and

goodnefs did he fuperintend the church, or eledt na-

tion, forty years together in the wildernefs, (Ads,
vii. 36. 38.) bearing them as on eagles wings, and

tendering them as the apple of his eye i And when
he dwelt upon earth, he v/ent not beyond the bounds

of the holy landj where alfo all his delight was

among the faints, (Pfal. xvi. 3.) Thefe he made
his conforts, and men of his council : and when you

find him with others, it was for the eled's fake that

were among them. How frequently, and with what
welhpleafednefs doth he fpeak of thefe ! profefTing

his love to them., and that according to the higheft

pattern! even '* as the Father loved him, fo he
'' loved them!" (John. xv. 9.) and how great

things he would do for them! not to the halving of

his kingdom, but the laying down of his life for

them! (Chap x. 14.16. and vl. 40.) gathering

them in, railing them up, and giving them to fit

with him in his throne! (Rev. iii. 21.) But for

the world, he takes little notice of them, except

with a kind of contempt and commination^ " Let
" them
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*' them alone," (Matt. xv. 14.) ''Shake off the

*^ duft off your feet," (Chap. x. 14.) " Give not

*' that which is holy unto dogs," cffc. (Chap. vii. 6.)

*' Yea, though they feek him, they (hall not find

" him," (John, vii. 34.) But for his eled, he is

found of them, even while they think not of htm,

(Ifa. Ixv.'i.) The inftances of Matthew, the woman

cf Samaria, the poffeffed Gadaren, his people at

Corinth, are records of it. And all this, becaufe

thefe are " his portion, and the lot of his inherit-

'' ance," (Deut. xxxii. 9.) " They are the men
*' which the Father gave him out of the world,"

( John, xvii. 6.) for as CHRIST, our Head, is not of

this world, (Chap. xviii.'36.) fo neither is his king-

dom, nor the fubjed:s of it.

It is true, the Father hath given CHRIST to be

Head overall : but his lordfliip over men in general,

and his headfliip over the church, have a far differ-

ent rerj:)ed and confideration : he is God of the

whole earth, but Jefhurun's GOD in away peculiar

to his choren/-(Deur. xxxii. 26. Ifa. xliv. 2.) An
headiliip of dominion he hath over rebels, and fer-

vice he hath from them, though they think not fo,

nor intend any thing lefs. Nebuchadnezzar was his

hired days-man againft Tyre, (Ezek.xxvi. 18.) and

Cyrus againil Babylon, (Ifa. xlv.) whofe right hand

beheld, though he knew him not: fo Moab was

his wafiipot, (Pfal. Ix. 8.) But for the elecl, they,

are his natural fubjeds (though not naturally fo)

;

thcv are his by another title, and to another end:

duci i'o intimate is the relation between him and

them, tliat they are faid to be*' of his fiefn, and of

•' r)is bones," (Ephef. v. 30.) They both have'one

foul
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foul and Tpirit; he and they make one perfedman,

(Eph. iv. 13.)

That the whole world is put in fubjedion to

CHRIST, is for ihe eled's fake ; the power he hath

over others, is in order to their falvation ; " He is

" Head overall things to the church," (Eph. i. 22,)

that is, to fubjed, difpofe, and order all for the

church's good :
'* He hath power over all flefli, that

*' he might give eternal life (not to all he hath power
'' over, but) to as many as the Father hath given

" him,'* (John, xvii. 2.) which giving, imports elec-

tion, as going before it : and therefore he fays, " I

" have man i felled thy name to the men which thou

gavefl me out of the world ; thine they were

(that is, by eledion), and thou gaveft them me,'*

(John, xvii. 6. ) That in Heb. x. 5. " A body haft

" thou prepared me;" though chiefly intended there

of his human nature, holds true of his body myflical;

" All the members of which were written in GOD's
*' book (of eledion), when as yet there were none of

" them adually exifting, (PfiL cxxxix. 16.) He
therefore prays for thefe, as a party difliind from the

world, and given to him for an higher end ; as ap-

pears by comparing the 2d5 6th, 9th, 24th, and 26th

verfes of that xviith of John.

II. We find, by Scripture ufage, that church, and

eled, are but two feveral titles of the fame perfons,

in a feveral refped ; elcd, as chofen of GOD to falva-

tion; and fo they are called the church oi GOl>^

and faid to be fandified by GOD the Father,
(
Jude,

verfe i.) and the church of CHR.IST, as given or

committed to him by the Father, in order to thac

(alvation, (John, xvii, 6.) Of this church were

ihgic
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thofe particular congregations, to whom the apofiles

infcribed their epiftles; where we have them fome-

times intitled, " beloved of GOD,'' (Rom. i. 7.)

fometimes, " the church of GOD;" and, "ianclified

'' in CHRIST," (i Cor. i. 2.) at other times,

'' faints and faithful brethren in CHRIST," (Col,

i. 2.) then, " churches of the faints," ( i Cor. xiv.

33.) and, " church of the firfl:-horn," (Heb.xii.23.)

and fometimes expredy, Eled, (1 Pet. i. 2.) By all

which is fignified, that the church of CHRIST con-

lifts of eled: perfons: that thefe various appella-

tions are but fo many terms indifferently ufed about

the fame fubject, and all as notes of diftindion from

the world.

When CHRIST (hall appear in his glory, then

fhall all his members be gathered to him :
" The

'' LORD my GOD fliall come, and all the faints

'' with thee," fays Zecharias, (Zech. xiv. 5.) And
Paul (difcourfing the fame thing) fays, " They that

are CHRIST'S at his coming," (i Cor. xv. 23.)

which fliews, that they are CHRIST'S fo as

others are not. And that it is meant of elect per-

fons, appears by our Saviour's own words, when

fpeaking of that his coming, and of the fame per-

fons who are faid to be his, and to come with him,

he gives them exprefsly that denomination, " He
" fnall fend forth his angels, and they Ihali gather to-

'' gether his elect," (Matth. xxiv. 31.) " but as for

'' the reft ot the dead, they lived not again until a

*' thoufand years after," (Rev. xx. 5.) therefore

thefe [reft] were no part of this body. It may alfo

be noted, that thofe who did not rife with the faints,

are fpecified here by the/ame word, or note of diftinc-

tion.
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tion, as thofe not ele6ted are^ in another place

;

*' the eledion hath obtained, and the reft were
'* bhnded,'' (Rom.xi. 7.) and that thofe who had

part in the firft refurredion, are the Tame perfons

that are '' written in the Lamb's book of life,'* is

evident, by comparing Rev. xx. 4. with chap,

xiii. 8.

III. It was neceflary, that the body or church of

CHRIST fhould be compofed of the eled feed; i.

Becaufe none elfe were fit to be of this body, but

fuch as fhould be like the Head. Carnal members

would be as uncomely to a fpiritual head, as one of

the brutes to be Adam's companion. The King's

daughter-eled (to make her a fuitable match for his

Son) muft be *' all glorious within: not only of the

fame outward metal (for fowere thofe other creatures

with Adam) but made in the fame mould, and indued

with the fame fpirit and underftanding: there muft

be a congruity in all the parts throughout: they

muft be copies of him; " each one refembling the
•' children of a king," (Judges, viii. 18.) If the

head be heavenly, fo muft the members: they can-

not walk together, if not thus agreed. 2. Becaufe

this iikenefs to CHRIST is proper to the eled: it

is a royal privilege entailed upon them, and cannot

defcend or revert to any out of that line. That this

Iikenefs to CHRIST is requifite to all his members,

and alio peculiar to eled perfons, are both attefted in

Rom. viii. 29. " Whom he did foreknow, he alfo

*' did predeftinate to be conformed to the image of
*' his Son, that he might be the firft-born amoncr

" many brethren:" which implies, that the fore-

known (or eled) only are predeftinated thereto j

Z and
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and that, were it not for predefLination, the firfl!-

born fhoiild have but a thin aflembly to prefide

among; indeed, nothing but blanks for his great

adventure, and Icng expedVation. In Eph. i. 3, 4, 5.

He further appropriates thofe fpi ritual bleffings, by

which men are conformed to CHRIST,- to the fame

perfons ;
'' BlelTed be the GOD and Father of our

" LORD JESUS CHRIST, who hath bleffed us

*' with all fpiritual bleffings in heavenly things in

" CHRIST : according as he hath chofen us in

'' him:—having predeftinated us to the adoption of

" chlidren,** iSc. By thefe two Scriptures it ap-

pears, that GOD's children, and CHRIST'S bre-

thren, are the fame perfons; and that they were fo

made by Election. But, are CHRIST*s brethren

and his church the fame perfons ? take your folu-

tion from Heb. ii. 12. "I will declare thy name
" unto my brethren ; in the midft of the church

'^^ will I fing praifeunto thee." 3. This likenefs ta

CHRIST is not attainable by any, without firfi; be-

ing in him as their Head : for which caufe the elecl

Were chofen in him, (Eph. i. 4.) It is out of

CHRIST'S fulnefs that all grace is received: and, in

order to that reception, there muft be union: the

branch cannot bear fruit of itfelf, nor indeed be a

branch, unlefs it grow out of the vine. For which

caufe and end, the defigned members of his body

were decretively feparated from their wild olive root,

and put into CHRIST by eledtion ; and in the ful-

nefs of time adually. And hereby they are made

partakers of the fatnefs of that heavenly root; that

is, of the Spirit of CHRIST, which is called the

anointing, (i John, ii. 27.) In this refped, the

firft
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firft and fecond Adams are fet forth as parallels,

touching headdiip to their refpedlive bodies. As

from Adam, their natural head, all mankind have

derived their natural being; fo from CHRIST,
their fpiritual Head, do all the eled: feed receive

theif fpiritual being and nature: on which account

he is ftiled " the Everlafting Father," and they '* his

*' children," (Ifa. ix. 6. Heb. ii. 13.) They were

all in CHRIST from eternity as truly (but fpirituaily

)

as mankind in Adam when he fell; or Levi in Abra-

ham's loins when Melchifedec met him. Eve's pro-

duction (as to the manner of it) was a pq.ttern of

this: file was made of Adam's fubftance ; but fhe

came not out of his loins, but out of his fide,

(Gen. ii. 21. 23.) fo is the new creature extracted

out of CHRIST'S ; they are " bone of his bones,

" and flelh of his fleili," fpirituaily underftood.

And none can thus proceed from him, but fuch as

were ir^. him decretively before the world : men are

blefled with thefe fpiritual bleffings, as being in

CHRIST, and not otherwife, (Eph. i. 4. Tit. iii.

5. 6.)

Inferences,

Infer, I. Let no man pretend to this honourable

relation of m.embcrPnip to CHRIST, without fome-

thing to (hew, by which he may warrantably avouch

it. The currenteft mark will be your conformity,

not to men, or felf, but to CHRIST JESUS your

Head : it is that muft denominate you Chriftians in-

deed. At the latter day CHRIST will know none

but fuch as have made " their robes white in the

** blood of the Lamb." All hang-by's and ivy-

Z 2 clafpers



i8o A PRACTICAL DISCOURSE

clafpers will then be fliook off, and thofe only re-

tained that have his fubftance in them. Many Ihall

come, and plead their works, what they have been,

and what they have done j and their old hypocrify will

be fo immoveable and impudent, that they will even

expoftulate the matter with him; " Have we not pro*

" phefied in thy name, and in thy name caft out de-

*' vils,and done many wonderful works!" (Matt, vii,

22.) of whom our LORD will profers,that " he knows
** them not;" no, nor he " never knew them.'*

(Ver. 23.) Hisown he knows, by their likenefs to

him: he knows, and cannot but know, the mem-
bers of his body :

" my flieep 1 know, but who are

*' ye ?" will he then fay to all that are but profefling

members of him; which will (indeed) be a doleful

conclufion . of their groundlefs (though fpecious)

confidence : look to it therefore in time.

Infer, II. We gather hence the fafe and honourable

eftate of the church.

i^/r/?, Tkeir fiate is honourable. If the woman's

dignity rife in proportion with that of her Lord ; how
highly dignified is the fpoufe of CHRIST, in hav-

ing the Son of GOD for her Head! that feed of

Abraham, which the fecond perfon took on him,

was inftantly ennobled \\\i\\ a glory becoming the

Son of GOD, and the Head of principalities and

powers ; and no more to be confidered merely after

the fieih: in like manner, having accepted thofe his

church is compofed of, he communicates to them of

his own condition and nature; " the glory his Fa-
*^ therhad given him, he gives to them," (John,

2cvii,
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xvli. 22.) and notwithftanding their former and na-

tural bafenefs, he reckons them now as one with

himfelf; and according to what he will make them

at laft. A tindure thereof he gave them here in

regeneration; which alfo he carries on from glory to

glory, and at his appearing it fliall be perfected : they

" ^fhall be like him" indeed, (i John, iii. 2.) To
fay of the, church's Head, that he is the Son of

GOD, is to give him all tides of ftate and honour :

it is that which every knee muft bow unto. His

glory is fo incomprehenfibly glorious, that we fhall

fooner be lofh in fearching into it, than compafs en-

comiums worthy of fuch a fubject : I therefore fay

no more of it; nor can more be faid (in fo many

words) to illuflrate the church's glory, than that (he

is the fpoufe of CHRIST. Hence the glory of our

religion, and of its real confefTors. And, let it be

noted, that it is not a bare titular or temporary dig-

nity they are vefled with ; but that which is real, fo-

lid, and durable. Princes confer titles of honour,

but cannot infufe difpofitions worthy thofe titles, nor

keep them from degenerating: CHRIST, as Head
of the church, does both : he derives into his own,

his own prince-like virtues ; and that as really (and

intelligibly too), to thofe that partake of them,

(i John. i. 1,2, 3.) as the vine its fap into its natu-

ral branches. What a labyrinth is it, both of honour

and confolation, that the blood royal of heaven runs

in their veins, and will never out! but, true as it is,

how few do believe it ? and of ihofe few, who is it

that lives up to the faith of it? Two ends, therefore,

I mention it for

:

[I.] To
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[i.] To bear up your fpirits againft the world's

frowns and calumnies, which theferious thoughts of

yor.f relation to fuch an Head may well counterba-

lance and relieve you againft. Princes in exile (or,

if in their own country, unknown and mean at-

tended), are but coarfely ufed : and we marvel not

at the matter, which yet the thoughts of their high

birth, and confidence of reftorement, do mightily

fupport them under: much more fhbuld the fons of

GOD (whofe defcent is not reckoned from the kings

of the earth) have ftiil in their eye their divine ex-

trad, v,'ith that circumferent reward that is coming,

and bear up their heads in a prince-like manner ! and
*' for the joy that is fet before them, both endure

" the crofs, and defpifethe lliame;'' until they come

to be exalted, not only above thofe nick-names the

world impofes on them; but above the moft honour-

able names, and moftferene titles that are found un-

der heaven ! then fhall it be known " whofe you are;"

your luftre fhall be no longer hid ; thofe that defpife

you now, fhall" lick the duft of your feet,'' (Ifa.

yJix. 23. Pfal. Ixxii. 9.) and then (hall be accom-

pli (hed that great word c^your Saviour (and that as

furely as it were done "already), '' The glory which

'' thou gaveft me, I have given them," (John,

xvii. 22.) yea, you fnall fit with your LORD in his

throne, (Rev. iii. 21.) Befides (which alfo fhall

add to that day's folemnity), this thing fhall not be

done in a corner; but as ye have been openly reviled,

fo fliall ye have a public vindication. " The great

" trumpet Qiall be blown in the land," (If.xxvii. 13.)

the archangel, with the trumpet of GOD, ( i Theff. iv.

16.) lliall come, and that with fo Ihrill a note, that hea-

ven.
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Ven and earth (hall ring again; and this fliall be the

tenor of his long, " Ariie, iliine, for thy light is

*' come, and the glory of the LORD is rifen upon
*' thee,'* (Ifa. Ix. i. 20.) (and ihall fet no more)

" thus fliall it be done to Zion, whom no man
" (now) feeketh after,'*

(
Jen xxx. 1 7.)

[2.] To mind you that your honourable flate

obliges to an honourable deportment, both towards

your Head, yourfelves, and fellow-members.

(i.) As touching your Head. i. Own his fu-

premacy, giving him pre-eminence in all things:

call no man on earth, Mafter; that is, in point of

faith : give unto C^far all that belongs to him; only

refped: CHRIST as fupreme lawgiver. 2. Submit

to his government : fteer your courfe by his coun-

fels, and follow his condud : go after him wherever

he fliall lead you : let all your fenfes have their feat

in your Head : let every thing be underflood by

you according to his fenfe and interpretation of it;

and if there needs an argument to back the exhorta-

tion, that ordinance, " Thy defire fhall be to thy

*' hufband, and he fliall rule over thee," (Gen. iii.

16.) is as true and cogent concerning CHRIST and

the church, (Eph. v. 24.) 3. 'Expofe yourfelf for

him: ftand between him and wrongs: preferve his

honour and interefh with the utmofh hazard of your-

felf: let life and death be as things indifferent to

you, fo *' CHRIST may be magnified in you,"

(Phil. i. 20.) 4. Look to your Head for fupply of

all grace; from his fulnefs it is to be had, and no

where elfe: hold to your Head, left notions beguile

3^ou of your reward, (Col. ii. 18, 19.) Be alfo fure

that you keep to your place and duty, ie[l*you mifs

of
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of the nourifhment that belongs to you, (John,

xiv. 4, 5.) a member out of its place, is (for the

time) as a member cut off. 5. Lafily^ Adorn your

Head, by your daily afpiring to a nearer refemblance

of him : fhew forth his virtues : be holy as he was

:

let all your fruits be fuch as are meet for fuch a root.

GOD the Father is the Head of CHRIST, and he

bore the exprefs image of his perfon, (Heb. i. 3.)

in all that he did :
'* He could do nothing but what

" he faw the Father do,'* (John, v. 19.) So do 5^ou

by your Head CHRIST : make him your example \

and, in order thereto, live upon him as your imme-

diate root, and give him the honour of his own pro-

dudions; remembering withal, that every flip of
' yours cafts foil upon him.

(2.) There is a refped due to yourfelves : (a fu-

perfluous item, one would think, though needful.)

There is aptitude enough to honour ourfelves, but,

as belonging to fuch an Head, is too much un-

thought of. Things that well enough befeem the

common rank, would be a difgrace to perfons of.

honour : the king's daughter (liould be known by

her outward garb, glorious within, and cloathing of

wrought gold, decypher the fame perfon, and may
not be feparated. Ye have an '' high calling,"

walk worthy of it, (Phil. iii. 24. Col. i. 10.) and

fliew your thankfulnefs, by an humble retribution :

honour that which honours you, by comporting

with its end : make not yourfelf cheap; ftoop not

beneath your degree : make CHRIST alone the ob-

jed of your love, delight, dependence; to do other-

wife is to debafe yourfelf, (Ifa. Ivii. 9.) The
church is the glory of CHRIST; its members, there-

fore.
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fore, flioiild think themfelves too good and too great

to be {pent on the world ; and the world too mean

and empty, to afford them either iatisfli(ftion oi^

adorn menti A circumfpect walking, fobernefs of

mind, humility, felf-denial, with a meek and quiet

fpirit, are jewels of price, and ornaments indeed :

by thefe the invited guefts (liould diftinguifli them-

felves from intruders; and real Chriilians front

merely nominal. In Chriftianity, it is no badge of

pride or ill-hufbandry, to wear your beft every dayi

we fliould not be feen without it: much wearing

will better it,, and it cannot be damaged but by ly-

ing by. Your bodies too are worthy of confidera-

tion, and not a little : they are the flguresofCHRIST'S

humanity, and temples of the Holy Ghofl: ; there-

fore keep them unfpoLted, and profane them not,

either by fafhioning them to the world, or fubjeding

them to fervile ufes. But I would not caufe any to

err: thefe (though ornaments) are not your righte-

oufnefs : when ye (land before GOD, ye muft put

over all the righteoufnefs of our LORD and Me^
diator: (the prieft*s holy garments were to be fprin-

kled with blood, Exod. xxii. 21.) This was that

the fpeechlefs gueft wanted, and was therefore caft

out; thongh not difcriminable by them that flood

by: Abraham was juflified by works before men;
but before GOD, it was the righteoufnefs of

CHRIST wherein by faith he fhrouded himfelf;

faith juftifies theperfon, and works juftify his faith,

both to himfelf and other men.

(3.) Then carry it towards your brethren as mem-
bers of the fame body. i. Ufurp not upon them,

;^s if more than fellow-member with them: judge

A a
"

not
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hot the flrongj defpife not the weak : who made

thee a judge? There is none but hath need of for

bearance from others; though, for the mod part,

they that need it moft, are mod backward to yield it

:

but this take for a rule, that the lefs you fee your

need, the more need you have of it. 2. Intrude not

in another's place and office •.each member hath its

own, to which it is fitted : this it befl: becomes, and

here it is moft ufeful ; elfewhere it would be both

ufelefs, and a deformity : (as a finger tranfpofed,

and out of its own joint.) 3. Shew your co-mem-

berQiip, by your love and tender regard towards

others : have compaflion upon the ignorant, and

thofe out of the way, (Heb. v. 2.) as your Head

towards you. If one be weak or wounded, let him

that is ftrong and whole fupport and bind it up: if

one foot ftumble, let the other ftep in for its help:

" Confider thyfelf, left thou alfo be tempted,'* (Gal.

vi. I.) Members of the fame natural body need no

arguments to perfuad^ to this duty ; they do it by

inftind. Our want of compaffionatenefs towards

others (though it (liall not dry up, yet) may much

reftrain (at leaft in our apprehenfion) the fprings of

CHRIST'S pity towards ourfelves. 4. Lajllj^ let

the good of the whole have preference before a par-

ticular part ; and let that of a lower ufe deny itfelf

for the fafety and afliftance of that which is more no-

ble: this, in a degree, is '' to lay down our life for

<' the brethren." He that in thefe things ferveth

CHRIST, is acceptable to GOD, and approved of

men \ and a good evidence it is of your memberfhip

to CHRIST.

Secondlyy
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Secondly^ The church is fafe. The Son of GOD
being their Head and Saviour, befpeaks aloud their

fecurity. They are indeed compared about with

difficulties/dangers, and deaths, and yet they live;

yea, they overcome, and fliall in the end prove more

than conquerors : the realbn of all is, their Head is

in heaven, whence all relief comes; and that avenue

cannot be ftopped. If ye fpeak of principalities and

powers, which rule in the air; CHRIST has a

power above them; they are " under his feet,"

(Heb. i. 13. and ii. 8.) Their power of hurting

lies m.uch in their fubtilty; but even in this they are

ftill circumvented ; he catches them in their own net:

and hence it is, tha.t the devil has from the beginning

been a liar to himfelf. His firfl bait in tempting

vvas, '' Ye lliall be as gods," (Gen. iii. 5.) when his

meaning was, to make us iike himfelf: but the wif-

dom of GOD turns the temptation into a prophecy,

and CHRIST will make it good, (John, xt^ii. 21.)

as he alfo did that pernicious counfel of Caiaphas,

(chap. xi. 50.) The ferpent, in bruifmg CHRIST^s

heel, got a bruife in his own head; that all his de-

vices have ilill proved abortive, or turned on him-

felf: he flirred up Judas to betray CHRIST, the

Gentiles and Jews to condemn and crucify him; and

what got he by it, but the lofs of his empire? If ye

fpeak of his feed, the like infatuation hath defcended

to them ; this nothing makes plainer than their flill

making it their intereft to exterminate the church :

(with as much reafon they might think to unhinge

the world, or unbottom the rock of ages.) But

their projeds have ever been defeated, and fl-iall; as

men millaking their meafures, and made to fub-

A a 2 ferve
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ferve the interefl: the)^ delign to criiQi. The Egyp^

tians dealings with Jfiael, and nominal Chriftians

with rhofe that are reall}^ fuch, are inilances above

contradidion. It is a confideration of no fmall im-

portance to our faith, that all things were made for

CHRIST, and are at his difpofe: and therefore,

whatever the church's enemies have, they have it

from the church's Kead; who knowing his own in-

tereft and intent, will give out no more than to ferve

that turn ; nor can they ad what they have, but un-

der his government. He is Prince of the kings of

the earth, he ruleth among the gods, fits at the helm

invifibly, fleers the moft fecret and violent counfels,

and carries the cafting voice. Among other obferva-

bles it is matter of wonderment, i. That the divine

prefcience hath fo interwoven the fecular interefb

with that of his church, as induceth a kind of ne^^

ceffity to proteft the church for the world's fupport.

2. That our LORD frequently compafTeth his work*

by letting his enemies do their own, (Exod. i. ii,

12.) And, 3. That in all their devices, he fliill coun-

termines them.; and either takes out their powder,

or blows them up with their own train :
" Then the

*' king of Syria warred againfl: Ifrael, and took coun-

" ki with his fervants, faying, In fuch and fuch

'' a place (liall be my camp- And the man of GOD
" fent unto the king of Ifrael, faying. Beware that

" thou pafs not fuch a place; for thither the Syrians

" are come down," (2 Kings, vi. 8, 9.) '* The
' heathen are funk down in the jjit that they made:
^' in the net which they hid is their own foot taken,

^' The LORD is known by the judgment which he
^' execmeth : the wicked is fnared in the work of his

'* owu
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^' own hands," (Pfal. ix. 15, 16. 2 Chron. xx,

22, 23.)

But fuppofe'that hell be broke loofe, and legions
^

of locufts, belched out of the bottomlefs pit, come

lip againft them, armed with ftrength, winged with

fuiy, ambufcaded with policy, edged wath enmity,

and headed by the red dragon ; and by thefe is be-

fieged the camp of the faints, and the beloved city,

and the church as unable to refift as a woman that is

ready to travail: and now (fay their enemies), what

will become of their dreams ? Take this for your

comfort : i. There flill hangs a cloud between the

two camps, and its bright fide is towards the church,

(Exod. xiv. 20.) 2. The enemies camp is again

furrounded by the church's fuccours, and kept in a

pound, as by " chariots and horfemen of fire,'*

(2 Kings, vi. 17.) And, 3. That ''he who fits in the

" heavens, will have them in derifion," (Pfal.ii.4.)

Jerufalem will prove a burdenfome ftone to all that

trouble themfelves wdth it : and if other means fail

(and to make a total end), " fire comes down from
*^ GOD out of heaven, and devours them," (Rev.

XX. 9.)

But there is yet a more dreadful fort of enemies

than thefe; the devil, in the head of original lin, is a

beaft not to be dealt with. The church itfelf (re-

flecting on felf, and looking no higher) may cry out

with amazemen'i, '' Who is able to make war with

*' the beaft?" Indeed the whole of your native mi-

litia, with all the troops of free-will auxiliarres, will

not do it; they are but mercenaries; and if you truft

them, they will turn againft you in the battle : or, if

they Itand to it (according to their beft fkill), it

iliall
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iliall not avail you; they are with this beaft but as

Hubble to his bow; yet be not difcouraged, only re-

Bounce them all, and depend on the triple league

above, that omnipotent and inviolable confederation,

of all whole forces yourLORD is commander in chiefs

This lion of the tribe of Judah is able to deal with

that beaft, and to tear him in pieces ; yea, he hath

done it already :
" On his crofs be triumphed over

*' them," (Col. ii. 15.) yea (and which is more),

Le followed the rout to the gates of hell , there he

fiiut them in, and carries the key on his flioulder

:

they cannot wag but by licence from him, nor tarry

a moment beyond his prefcript. To be fhort, tlie

only dreadful thingis fin; the devil, death, and hell>

are but fubordinate attendants (as effeds on their

caufes), and therefore that taken away, the reft are

iinftung; they have loft their power of hurting: ib

that the church ftill remams invincible; and the rea-

fon of all is, " It is founded upon a rock," (Matth.

xvi. 18.) " and that rock is CHRIST," (i Cor.

X. 4.) All which being true, not only of the

church in grofs, but of meQ:ibers in particular.

Therefore,

Infey. III. Let every one that is of this body, be

well pleafed withhis lot ; be glad and rejoice for ever

in this your portion : this is the exaltation, the bro-

ther of low degree ihould value himfelf by, (James,

i. 9.) Be your rank and condition ever fo mean in

the world, care not for it ; but reft contented with

your place, and be thankful for it : defire not (your-

felf) to change it, but ftriveto fill it up, and be as

ufeful in it as you can. Look alfo for troubles, and

think them not ftrange, (i Pet, iv, 12.) the '' Cap-
*' tain
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*^ tain of your falvation was made perfect throngk

" fuffering/' (Heb. ii. lo.) " and the fervant may
*' not look to fare better than his Lord/* (Luke,

xxiii. 41.)

Infer, IV. If JESUS CHRIST be your Head,

be confident (then) of all love, counfel, care, and

prote6tion from him; union with him intitles to all

that is his. It is natural to the head to love and to

cherifh the body, and every member of it; to con-

trive and caft about for its welfare and fafety :
'* As

" a man cheriflieth his own flefh, fo doth CHRIST
*' his church," (Ephef. v. 29.) What though thou

be, in thyfelf, an uncomely member? He will put

the more comelinefs upon thee, (i Cor. xii, 23. |

he will clothe thee, and feed thee, and phyfic thee.

*' He will give grace and glory, and no good thing

*' will he withhold from thee!" (Pfal. Ixxxiv. ii.|

For he being the firft-born, prince, and head of the

family ; all the younger brethren are to be main-

tained upon his inheritance.

Infer. V. Rest alfo alTured of fafe conduct to the

promifed land. Adverfaries and difficulties you wil!

certainly meet with ; remaining corruptions, iiketlic

mixed multitude, will be tumultuating and tempt-

ing within ; the Amalekites, and people of his wrath,

will fland in your way without, or be falling on your

rear, to cut off the weak and feeble ; and the ferpent

will yet be nibbling and bruifing your heel ; but

higher than that he toucheth not : your heart and

your h^ad are out of his reach, therefore fafe : if it

conie to the worfh, ye can but die, and death itfelf

ftiall not hurt you : nay, you conquer in dying : it

fliall but mend your pace heavenwards, and haften

you
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you up to the throne of GOD. Therefore, quU

you like men, and as men of neareft relation, by

blood and fplrits, to the man CHRIST JESUS:

for, " GOD fliall bruife Satan under your feet

" fliortly," (Rom. xvi. 20.) Come (will your Cap-

tain fay to you, Come), " fet your feet on the neck

^' of this king of pride,'* (Jolli. x. 24.) and do by

him, as he hath done by others, and would have

done alfo by you; give him double according to his

works, (Rev. xviii. 6.) This is the time when ye*

fliall judge angels, (i Cor. vi. 3.) and all under the

condud of this your Head and Captain, who will

now " prefent you faultlefs, even before the pre-

" fence of his glory, with exceeding joy,''
(
Jude,

verfe 24.

IL That our LORD JESUS CHRIST gave his

Jife a ranfom for the eled»

That the el e 61 are CHRIST'S peculiar portion,

is fhewn before ; and what engagements were upon

him, on that account, for their redemption, will ap-

pear afterwards. By " giving himfelf a ranfon," I

underiland the whole of his humiliation, whatever

he did or fuffered as Mediator, from his incarnation

to his refurreftion; all which are fummarily ex-

preiTed, by " the blood of hiscrofs:" as all the pre-

cious fruits of his death, are by " forgivenefs of fins,

" and reconciliation with GOD." That was the

price wherewith he bought them that Iliould be

faved ; and this the falvation he bought for them,

and them for it. For albeit that Satan (through

their free-will>failing^ in Adam ) had got a temporary

mortgage
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mortgage upon the eled themfelves; they are not

his; the fee-iimple, or right of inheritance, remains

in CHRIST; and therefore, at the year of jubilee,

they return to him as the right heir; though not

without both conquefh, and full price ; which two

together make Redemption complete.

My fcope here, is to fliew, that " the body, or

'' church of CHRIST, are efpecially concerned

'' and interefted in Redemption:" and, in order

thereto, I would confider two other of the divine

works, both.which refpecl the world unlverfally, as

Redemption doth, and yet have a fpeciality in them,

as Redemption alfo hath, namely, Creation and

Providence.

1. Creation: one GOD was the Maker of all; but

all were not m:.de for the flune ufe and end : he had

a peculiar fcope in the making of fome, which was

not common to the whole ; yea, the whole was made

for the fake of that fome. As in a great houfe are

many vefTels (all of one mafter's providing, and all

for his own fervice) ; " fome to honour, and fome
" to diihonour :" fo in the world, fome GOD
raifed up to be monuments of his power and juftice,

(Exod. ix. i6. Jude, 4. Rom. ix. 22. i Pet. ii. 8.)

called therefore " vefTels of wrath," (Rom. ix. 22.)

Others are *' vefTels of mercy," whom he formed for

himfelf, (Ifa. xliii. 7. 21.) and are therefore laid

to be *' afore prepared unto glory," (Rom. ix. 23.)

2. Providence: this alfo extends to all, and to

each individual : he hath power over all, and doth

govern them in their mofl ungoverned defigns and

a6lions : but as touching his church, the " people

*' of his holinefs," (lUi. Ixiii. 18.) he holds a pe-

B b culiar
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cullar kind of government over them, and fleerage

of their concerns : and this fo far exceeds the other,

that (in comparifon) it is faid, " He never bote rule

" over them," (ver. 19.) and (which is fliU to be

remarked) the others concerns are made fubfervient

to theirs^ " He is Head over all to the church,'*

(Eph. i. 22.) In like manner Redemption may be

faid to be general, and yet to have a fpeciality in it

:

it is general, i. In refped: of perfons. 2. In refped

of things. Both which are true apart, though not

conjundly: it purchafeth fome good things for all ^

and all good things for fome. As it refpeds perfons,

it obtains a general reprieve, extenfive to all the fons

of Adam : the fm of the world was fo far expiated,

that vengeance was not prefently executed ; which

muft have been, had not the Son of GOD inter-

pofed himfelf : his being flain from the foundation

of the world, was the foundation of the world's

{landing, and of all the good things which the

world in general are^ partakers o£ All that order

and ufefulnefs which yet furvives among the creatures,

with all the remains of our primitive ftate, was pre-

ferved (or rather reftored) by Redemption : CHRIST
is " that light which lighteth every one that cometh

'' into the world," (John, i. 9.) that is, the light

and bleffings which any man hath, he has them

from CHRIST as a Redeemer j
" by him all things

" confift," (CoL i. 17.) Thus far Redemption was

general as to perfons; and in this fenfe CHRIST is

the Saviour of all men. But let us not omit, that all

this had a fpecial relped to the church elect; for

them it was that the world was made : they are the

fubftance of it, (Ifa. vi. 13.) and but for them it

had
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had been dlirolved into a lake of fire. What the

prophet Ipeaks of Ifrae], was true of the univerfe,

^' Except the LORD of hofts had left us a remnant,
*' we had been as Sodom," (chap. i. 9.) as thofe

days of tribulation were fliortened for the eled's

fake, (Matt. xxiv. 22.) (not yet in being) fo, for

them it was, that when fm came in, deftruction was

w^arded off.

But temporary things, though ever fo great and

good, were of too low an alloy to be the purchafe

of divine blood; their line is too fhort to meafure

Redem.ption by ; and their bulk too narrow to fill

up the height and depth of that great abyfs: there

muft, by that glorious atchievement, be fome no-

bler obtainment than fliort-lived bleflings; and an

higher end than to bring men into a mere poffibility

of being faved. The life of the Son of GOD was

infinitely too precious to be given for peri/liino-

things; nor would it be confident v/ith divine wif-

doni to venture it for an uncertainty. It had been a

light thing for^ CHRIST, and not worthy his fuffer-

ing-s, to raife up the ruins made by Adam to fuch a

degree of reftorement, as would only have fet him

in his former flate, and that upon terms more un-

likely to fucceed : this had been to give a greater

value for things of leffer moment: for it needs mud
be a happier (late, to be made upright, without bias

to evil, than to be moved with all manner of mo-

tives, while fettered by unbelief, and a natural bent

to revolt further : for notwitftanding- all tlu)fe mo-
tives and means, not the majority only, but tlie uni-

verfality of mankind might have periOied and gone

to hell; which would in no wife have anfwercd

Bb 2 GOD's
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GOD's end in making the world, much lefs in re-

deeming it. It was therefore neceliary redemption

Ihould have a farther reach, than to bring men into

a mere faivable ftate, and that could not be lefs. than

a flate of certain falvarion. And, in order to this.

Redemption, was general as to things, even all that

pertaineth to life and godlinefs; eternal life, and

whatever conduceth thereto, as will alter be made

evident. And this is that Redemption we are treat-

ing of; and this is the fenfe of the prefent pofition,

namely, that Redemption, thus qualified, is peculiar

to the church ; and that Eledion is the pattern by

which Redemption is to be meafured: " the Son can

'' do nothing but what he fees the Father do,'*

(John. V. 19.)

To make P^edemption larger than eleding love, is

to overlay the foundation; which (all men know) is

a very momentous error in building, efpecialiy of

fuch a tower whofe top mufi: .reach to heaven. It

therefore behoves us to fee,' that jrwe feparate not

what GOD hath conjoined, either by ftretching or

draining the bounds he hath fet. The Jews were

opinioned, that the promife of the Melliah belonged

only to them, exclufive to the Gentiles : others fince,

would extend it. to all the fons of men univerfally,

and alike; not confidering the reafon why the pro-

mife was made to the woman's feed, and not to

Adam's: but the Mefliah himfelf, who beft knew
the line of the promife, and end of his miffion, ex-

empted none; but extends it to " all nations in-

" differently;" yet fo as that he reftrains it to the

elecc among them, defcribing them flill by fuch ap-

pellations as import a iclcti party : they are called

'' his
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** his feed," and the *' travel of his foul;" with

T6ipcdi to whom he Ihould" make his foul an of-

" fering for fin," (Ifa. liii. 10, 11.) thefe alfo he

terms " his 'flieep," and himfelf '' the good Shep"

" herd" (as he well might), " whole own the fneep

" are, and for whom he laid down his life," (John,

X. 15.) and that he might not be taken to intend

thofe only of the JcwiOi nation, he prefenrly adds,

*' And other fheep I have, which are not of this

'* fold: them alfo mu ft I bring," (ver. 16.) The
evangelift, expounding the high prieft's prophecy,

*' that it was expedient one man (liould die for the

*' people," delivers it thus: that " he fliould not

" die for that nation only, but alfo, that he fliould

" gather together in one the children of GOD tha^

'* are fcattered abroad," (chap. xi. 52.) in confe-

quence whereof, they are faid to be " made nigh by
" the blood of CHRIST," (Eph. ii. 13.) though

before afar off: and that " he reconciled both (that

*' is, Jews and Gentiles, or the eledl fcattered

** amongftboth), in one body by the crofs," (ver.

16.) and this in purfuance of that blelled compa6t

made with him, for reftoring the preferved of If-

niel, as you find it recorded in Ifa. xlix. 6. It fur-

ther appears by Ifa. liii. 6. that they were " ilieep

" whofe iniquities were laid upon CHRIST:" and

again, (ver. 8.) " For the tranfgreflion of my peo-

*^ pie was he ftricken." And here let me note (for

it is very conliderable), that we read not of any party

of men termed fheep, the people of GOD, and iiis

children, in diftindion from others, but with re-

fpecl to fome peculiar intereft he hath in them above

others 3 and what that intereft may be, excepting

election.
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eleclion, doth not appear to us : for thofe other (lieep

were not yet called, and therefore not yet believers,

and Qieep on that account ; but as they were of

GOD's eled. For, though all men were loft,

CHRIST was " fent but to the loft flieep of the

'' houfe of Ifrael ;" that is, thole perfons of the loft

and perilhing world, whom GOD hath chofen for

his peculiars, as he did the houfe of Ifrael from

among the nations; and who, in that refped, were

a fpecial type of the fpiritual eleclion. # And, on

this account, the promifes of the new covenant were

made to the church under fuch names and titles as

were proper to that people, as diftinguiftied from

other nations.

In Ifa. Ixii. we find Holy and Redeemed applied

to the fame perfons: whether it berceant of eledive

Iiolinefs, or adual, it comes to one : for both of them,

too-ether with Redemption, do refer to the fame fub-

JQ'Zt: for as actual fandification is the next fruit and

confeauent 'of Redemption, fo eledion is the root

of them both; as ye have it in i Pet. i. 2. " Eied

*' unto obedience and fprinkling of the blood of

" JESUS CHRIST," (iPer. i.2.) To be holy,

is -to be facred, feleded, and fee apart for holy ufes,

by appointment of GOD; and they were adually

fanctificd by the " fprinkling of blood," (Heb.

ix. 19.) in both which refpecls, the people of Ifrael,

the tabernacle, temple, priefts, altars, eJV. are all

faid to be holy.

In Luke, i. 72. GOD's fending of CHRIST is

faid to be, '' in performance of his holy covenant ;"

which v;as firft proclaimed in paradife, as made with

the wouruVs feed, (Gen. iii. 13.) and afterwards

renewed
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renewed with Abraham, (Gen. xii. 3.) and is there-

fore termed, '* The m.ercy promifed to Abraham,
" and to his feed:*' and who are Abraham's feed ?

Not the world, but beHevers; that is, the eled: for

thefe only obtain faith, Rom. xi. 7. and Gal. iii.

29. faith plainly, " If "ye be CHRIST'S, then are

*' ye Abraham's feed." We alfo read, that it was a

peculiar people that CHRIST " gave himfelf for,

" and purchafed," (Tit. ii. 14.) it denotes fome

fpecial propriety he hath in ihem above others ; and

fo, a fpecial caufe for his giving himfelf for them.

It alfo feems that peculiar and purchafed are fo

nearly allied, that one word is ufed to fignify both,

(i Per. ii. 9.) According with this, is that in

I Pet. i. 20. where CHRIST is faid to be '' verily

*' fore-ordained, and manifefted" for thofe he

writes that epiftle to : that they were perfons eleded,

is evident by the firfh and fecond verfes; -and eleft

unto the " fprinkling of his blood :" and as they

were elected to it, fo in John, xvii. he profelfes to

make it good; '' for their fakes (fays CHRIST) I

'' fan6lify myfelf ;" and twice in John, x. that '' he
'' laid down his life for the flieep," (John, x. 11.

15.) which is as exclufive of others, as where he

faith, " My righteoufnefs extends unto the faints;

*' and he that believeth fhall be faved ;" that is,

fuch, and none elfe.

It further appears from Ads, xx. 28. that it was
*' the church of GOD he purchafed with his own
** blood." Now, the church and the world are

plainly diftind, as a garden inclofed is from the

common fields. That the church confuls of elect

perfons, is proved before; and that it was the

church
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church he died for, is proved by this Scripture ; as

alfo, from Eph. v. where hufbands are required

to love their wives, as " CHRIST loved the church,

*V and gave himfelf for it," (Eph. v. 25.) which

fhevvs, that as the huiband's love to his wife is ano-

ther kind of love, than what he bears to others of

the fame fex : fo is CHRIST'S love to his church;

and therefore his death, which was the fpecial ef-

fedl of that his love, is pecul'ar to the church only*

The elders about the throne fing a new fong to the

Lamb, becaufe " he redeemed them to GOD by

" his blood," (Rev. v. 9.) among other reafons

for that fhile of elders, this may be one, that they

" were chofen from the days of old ; and their names
" written in his book of life from the foundation of

" the world," (chap. xvii. 8.) They are alfo faid to

be '' redeemed out of every kindred, and tongue,

*' and people, and nation ;" which rationally im-

plies, that the bulk of thofe people and nations were

not redeemed with them. We alfo read, that a cer-

tain number are faid to be redeemed " from the

" earth, and from among men," (chap. xiv. 3, 4.)

if fome from among others, it follows, of courfe,

that thofe others were exempted. (Here note, by

the way, that thefe elders were now in heaven, above

the clouds of mifconception and prejudiced opinion ^

and therefore no reafon to mifdoubt their tefti-

mony. ) And further, thefe redeemed ones are

there alfo fliled, " The firft-fruits unto GOD, and

" to the Lamb," (Rev. xiv. 4.) which appellation

infinuates, that they were feparated from the reft, as

the firft-fruits under the law were by GOD himfelf,

who took them for his own portion, (Numb. iii. 13.

and
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and viii. 16.) They are llkewife faid to have the

" Father^s name written in their fore^heads," (Rev.

xiv. I.) (Eleftion marked them out for CHRIST)
and to be *' written in the Lamb's book of lifej"

and that as a lamb flain ; who on that account fays

to his Father, " Thine they were, and thou gavefl

" them me," (John, Xvii. 6. Where alfo, in his

prayer for thofe whofe facrifice he was now to offer,

he ftiles them, " The men which the Father had gi-

'' yen him out of the world;" andin ver 10. '' Ail

" mine are thine, and thine are mine:" that is, all

that were CHRIST'S in order to Redemption, were

firfl the Father's by eledion : it is as if he had faid.

All that I undertake for are thine eled; and all thine

eled I undertake for : he therefore reciprocates the

terms of relation, turns them to and again, to fhew

the famenefs of the perfons concerned in both. From

all which it feems undeniably evident, tliat as a cer-

tain number were '^ledled, fo a certain number, and

thofe the very fame perfons, were redeemed.

The ground and truth of this affertion, is further

confirmed by fuch arguments as thefe

:

Jrg. 1. The Levitical facrifices were offered for

the houfeof Ifrael, exemptiveof other nations : and

thefe being a type of the fpiritual eledlion, it follows,

that this facrifice of CHRIST (typified by theirs) was

alfo peculiar to Jews in fpirit, or fpiritual Jews: '' for

*' he only is reckoned a Jew, that is fuch inwarctry

-

*' in the fpirit," (Rom. ii. 29.) So Aaron's mak-

ing atonement for his houfhold, and bearing the

Barnes of the twelve tribes on his breafl-plate, were

C c typical
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typical of our great High Prleil's bearing the namea^^

and fuftaining the perfons of thofe for whom he

offered himfelf on the crofs : of all thofe legal fha-

dows, CHRIST, and the church of the firft-born,.

are the body and fubftance.

Jrg. II. The right of Redemption among the Jews

(which fhadowed this) was founded on brotherhood

:

hence I infer, that that relation (fpiritually taken)

was both the ground and limit of CHRIST'S office

as a Redeemer. The apoflle's difcourfe in Heb. ii.

feems to point at this ; where he fays " they were bre-

" thren, children, and fons, whom CHRIST
" fhould deliver from bondage, make reconciliation.

'• for their fins, and bring to glory/' But how

came they to be GOD's children, and brethren to

CHRIST, above others ? It was by predeftination
^

and that w^as it entitled them to Redemption; as is

evident by comparing the 5th and 7th verfes of

Eph. i. " Having predeftinated us to the adoptioa

'' of children by JESUS CHRIST; in whom we
" have Redemption through his blood." And it is

worthy your notice, that by the law of redemption, a

flranger (one that was not of the brotherhood)

might not be redeemed ; but one that was, though

not redeemed, mufl: yet go free in the year of ju-

bilee, (Lev. XXV. 46. 48. with xli. 54.) which fliews

the peculiar refped the LORD has for his peculiar

people.

Jrg. III. The faving Benefits of Redemption da-

not redound to any but ele6t perfons. Whatever is

one where afcribed to Redemption, as the fpecial

fruit and confequent thereof, is elfewhere afcribed to

eledion, and to this as the firft and original root

:

and.
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and, that Redemption itfelf is the fruit of eleding

love, is evident by i Pet. i. 2. (quoted before)
*' Eled unto obedience, and fprinkling of the
'' blood of JESUS CHRIST.'' They are aho faid

to be " blelfed mt\\ all fpiritual bleflinos in
*' CHRIST, according as he had chofen them in
*' him," (Eph. i. 3, 4.) and if all fpiritual bleffings

be difpenfed by the law of eledion, then all the fav-

ing benefits of Redemption (which are the fame

with thofe of eledion) mufl be difpenfefd by the

fame rule ; and fo, to the fame perfons only. We
alfo find, that CHRIST'S adtual diftribution of the

gifts he received for men, is guided anfwerably

:

*' he manifefts the Father's name to the men he had
" given him out of the world," (John. xvii. 6.) to^

thefe he expounds that in private, which to others

he fpake in parables: and thus he did, becaufe to

" them it was given to know the myfleries of the

'' kingdom of GOD ; but to the multitude it was
" not given," (Matt. xiii. 34. 36.) and eledion was

that which gave it them (as it follows there), " for

" fo it feemed good in thy fight." In like manner,

the apoftle, in Rom. viii. puts Eledion and Redemp-
tion together, as pertaining to the fame perfons, and

juftification (which is the next effed of Redemp-
tion) he makes alfo an unqueftionable confequent

of Eledion; *' Who (hall lay any thing to the

*' charge of GOD's eled ? It is GOD that juflifieth :

*' who Ihall condemn ? It is CHRIST that died,"

(Rom. viii. 33, 34.) The queftion being put con-

cerning GOD's eled, and the anfwer referring to

thofe for whom CHRIST died ; is a plain implica-

tion, that Redemption and Juflification are com-

C c 2 meafurate
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menfurate with eledion ; that either of them con-

cerneth only the fame perfons ; and that neither of

them extends to any, but whom the other alfo taketh

in.

Afj» IV. The price of Redemption was of that

precious and matchlefs value, that it could not be

parted with, but with refped to the certainty cf the

end for which it was paid. Now, the end of Re-

demption was the falvation of men: below which

there could not be an end worthy the death of

CHRIST j and this nothing could fecure but elec-

tion. The eled always have obtained, and (liall : this

is a rule affirmed in Rom. xi. 7. But for the reft*

they are blinded ; that is, they are left to their own

voluntary mifunderftandingj and being fo left, not

only they do not, but they cannot believe. And
CHRIST knowing from the beginning who they

were that believed not, but would certainly rejed

him, to what end (hould he make his foul an offer-

ing for them ? Why for the world of the ungodly,

whofe fpirits werein prifon fome thoufand of years

before ? Whom the LORD intends to fave alive, he

appoints an '* atonement to be made for them,'*

(Numb. xvi. 46, 47.) but for thofe he intends to

deftroy (which is always done juftly), he will not

accept an offering, (Judges, xiii. 23.) and therefore

not appoint it: as he did not (under the law) for

thofe crimes v;hich men were to die for.

Arg. V. I CONFINE Redemption to eleft perfons,

becaufe intercefTion, which is of equal latitude with

Redemption, is limited to them, exclufive to others.

Xhe priefts under the law were to pray for thofe

whofe facrilice they offered^ and what they did, was

a pattern
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a pattern of our Saviour's prieftly office ; whom like-

wife we find to facrifice and pray only for the fame

perfons : he is an advocate for thofe for whofe fm he

is a propitiation, (i John, ii. i.) whofe tranfgreffions

he was fmitten for, for them he makes inrercefTion,

(Ifa. liii. 8. 12.] for their fakes he fandified himfelf,

and for them it was that he made that folemn prayer

in the xviith of John. And he then prayed for

them, as being juftthen upon offering their facrifice :

he alfo fhuts out the world exprefsly from having any

intereft in it: " I pray not fur the w^orld, but for

" them which thou haft given me," (John, xvii.

9.) And he adds the reafon (the foundation reafon)

why he would pray for thefe, " for they are thine
;''

that is, they were the Father's by eledion : for in all

other refpedls, " the earth is the JLORD's, and the

" fulnefs thereof," (PfaJ. xxiv. i.)

Jrg. VI. Another argument for peculiar Re-

demption, is founded on the merit of CHRIST'S
death, together with its efficacy. He was not cut

off for himfelf, (Dan. ix. 26.) but thofe he under-

took for : and it was to procure them a right to thofe

glorious privileges which eledion ordained them to.

Hence I argue, i. That which CHRIST laid down

his life for, that he merited : and, 2. What he me-

rited, is due to thofe for whom it was merited.

Now, the principal thing intended and merited by

his death, was the juftification of linners ; and '' that

" GOD might bejuft in juftifying of them," (Rom.

iii. 26.) and, finally, that they might have " eternal

" life," (John, xvii. 2.) If, therefore, he merited

this for all, then all muft be juftified and faved,

(Rom. v. 8, 9, 10.) and it cannot be juftly denied

to
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to any : for it is their due, by virtue of a price : and

that price well worthy of it ; which alfo was paid to

that very end, and this by the Creditor's own ap-

pointment ; who cannot condemn any for whom
CHRIST died, (Rom. viii. 34.) his juflice fliall

not be liable to fuch a refiedion. Whence it may

rationally be concluded, that if all men are not juf-

lified, juftification doth not belong to all; and, con-

fequently, that CHRIST did not give himfelf for

all. And, as for efficacy, Adam's tranfgreffion was

efficacious on the will, and whole man, to deprave ;

Vv'hy not then the righteoufnefs of CHRIST to re,

ilore : hnce the pre-eminence, in that very thing,

is given to him ? ^' For if by one man's offence

*^' death reigned by one; much more? they which

'' receive abundance of grace, and of the gift of

*« righteoufnefs, (hail reign in life by one, JESUS
*' CHRIST," (Rom. V. 17.)

Jrg. VII. The doctrine of fpecial and pecuhar

Redemption^ is further confirmed by thofe perilous

confequenrs which attend the doctrine of genera^

Redemption, as it is comm.only held forth : for,

I. It feems to reflect on the v/ifdom of GOD; as

imputing to him fuch a contrivance for men's falva-

tion, as was altogether fruflrable; which is far from

convincing the world that CHRIST crucified is the

vvifdom of GOD. 2. It alfo feems to tax GOD of

injuftice, as not difcharging thofe whofe tranfgreffions

are anfwered for by their Surety ; or elfe, that the

fufferings of CHRIST were not fufficient to make

a difcharge due to them. Or, 3. It infmuates a de-

ficiency of power, or want of good will, to profecute

his defign to perfeclion. 4. It makes men boafters;

fuf.
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fjfpending the virtue and fuccefs of all that CHRIST
hath done for them, upon fomething to be done by

themfeives, which he is not the doer of; and con-

fequendy, that men are principals in procuring their

own falvation : and fo CPIRIST (hall have but his

thoufands, in truth his nothing, while freedom of will

Tnall have its ten thoufands to cry up the praife ofmen :

this is not '' that the LORD alone Ihould be exalted.'*

5. It would alfo follow, that thofe who are faved and

gone to heaven, have nothing more of CKRIST's

to glory in, and praife him for, than thofe who are

periflied and gone to hell : for, according to the prin-

ciples of general Redemption, he did and doth f::)r

all alike ; and no more for one than for another. 6. It

makes men prefumptuous, and carnally fecure : how

many have foothed up themfeives in their impeni-

tency and hardnefs of heart, and fenced themfeives

againfl: the word, upon this very fuppofition, That

CHRIST died for all; and why then fhould not

they look to be faved as well as any other ? And fo

they lean (pretendedly) on the Lord, and tranfgrefs ;.

not confidering, that thofe for whom CHRIST died,

he purchafed for them a freedom from fin, and not

a liberty of (inning; nor impunity, but upon terms

of faith and repentance. And that the tempter dif-

turbs them not in their reit upon fuch a foundation,

may be one reafon why men fo ftiffly adhere to it

;

and that thofe of the general principle are fo feldom

troubled with terrors of confcience.

LaJI/y, There was yet another reafon of Christ-'s

dying peculiarly for the elecl ; they were his defigned

fpoufe; and that brought upon him peculiar en-

gagements to die for them. i. As bciaig his fpoufe,

he
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he was chargeable with their debts : they being mack

under a law, andheaffuming them into a fpoiifal re-

lation, made himfelf one with them, and anfwerable

for them : it was, in the law's account, as well as his

own intent, a making himfelf their Surety, (Ifa. liii.

8. II.) and, confequently, in cafe of forfeiture, his

life mud go for theirs. He is therefore faid to be

" made under the law," (Gal. iv. 4, 5.) as they

were, and to be '' made fm for them," (2 Cor. v.

21.) and being fo, " it behoved him to fuffer,"

(Luke, xxiv. 46.) and if could not be avoided,

(A6ts. xvii. 3.) For the law being juft and holy,

its violation mud be anfwered for, either by princi-

pals or Surety : and here it was, that mercy and

truth, grace and juftice met together; making that

due temperament which anfwered the ends of both.

Grace takes hold of him as a Surety, that the finner

might go free; and juftice, as of the moft refponfi-

ble party (for none elfe could anfwer the law's de-

mands), and being apprehended, he readily yields

to make fatisfadion, and fays to the law (as one© to

the Jews, when he was on the point of fuffering for

hisfpoufe), " If yefeek me, let thefe go their way,'\

(John, xviii. 8.) 2. Another engagement was the

love he bore to them: if poffibly he might have

been quit of that furetyfliip-engagement, this of

his love would have held him to it : he could not

bear to fee his beloved faft chained, like ilaves, to

the devil's gallies, and forced to ferve againft their

natural LORD : and this bondage they could not be

freed from, but by conquering him whofe bond-

Haves they were; nor could that be done, but by his

own death, (Heb. ii. 14. John, xii. 31. 33,) And
this
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this his love conftrained him to, (Eph. v. 25. Rev.

i. 5. Gal. ii. 20.) " for love (to be fur.e his love) is

" ftronger than death/' (Cant. viii. 6.) and accord-

ingly we find that this is flill made the ground and

motive of his dying. 3. As the contract could not

be diffolved (for he hates putting away), nor his

love taken off, for he changeth not j fo neither,

as the cafe flood, could he and they cohabit and

dwell together. Creatures defiled with fin, were not

meet conforts for the LORD of glory: nor could

they be brought to a meetnefs,'but by being waOied

in his blood : as he fays to Peter, '' If I wadi thee

'' not, thou hafl no part with me," (John, xiii. 8.)

The church mufl be " fandified and cleanfed, with-

*' out fpot or wrinkle, or any fuch thing,'* (Eph.

V. 26.) before they are fit for the prefence of CHRIST
in glory ; and this could not be elfeAed, but by
*' his giving himfelf for them:" to this, therefore,

the fpirits of jufl men made perfect, do afcribe their

being in heaven :
" And they fung a new fong, fa}^-

*' ing. Thou art worthy to take the book, and to

*' open the feals thereof: for thou waft flain, and
*' haft redeemed us to GOD by thy blood, out of

*' every kindred, and tongue, and people, and na-

*« tion," (Rev. v. 9.)

Whether they might pofTibly have been faved

fome other v/ay, is to me a needlefs inquiry: but it

ieems the import of our Saviour's own fpeech, that

if he had not thus done, he muft have been in heaven

without fuitable company ; where, fpeaking of him-

felf, he fays, " Except a corn of wheat fall into the

" ground and die, it abideth alone," (John,xii.

24.) But it was not good that the maii'ihould be

D d alone;
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alone; no, not the '* man CHRIST JESUS:" it

was therefore ordained, that he (hould have a feed

to ferve him ; a church to prefide over ; in the midfl

of whom he fhould fing praife to his Father, ( Heb.

ii. 12.) who are alfo called his fellows, (Heb. i. 9.)

but his blood muft be the feed of that church, (Ifa.

liii. 10.) the price of their redemption, (Rev. v. 9.)

the laver of their regeneration, (Eph. v. 26.) • And
fo dear is the church to CHRIST, that he thinks

himfelf not complete without them, (Eph. i. 23.)

It was one of the laft requefls before he died, that

they might be with him, (John, xvii. 24.) And if

the body mud be with its Head, the holieft of holies

muil be their manfion : but fuch is that place's ho-

linefs, as not to admit them, without a perfed pu-

rity; nor could they, if not fo purified, bear the

holinefs of the place. All which confidered toge-

ther, fliew fuch a reafon of CHRIST'S dying for

the eled, as was not predicable of other men.

For the reft of the world, they were given as

hand-maids to his fpoufe : by virtue of which dona-

tion, they alfo are his ; " He is head over all to the

" church," (Eph. i. 22.) They are his, butnotas

his fpoufe; as Sodom's daughters and Samaria's were

to Jerufalem ;
" but not by her covenant," (Ezek.

xvi. 61.) His relation to them was not fuch as to

make him refponfible for their defaults, or to oblige

him for their recovery : howbeit, the price wherewith

he ranfomed his fpoufe, took in her hand-maids alfo;

as Abraham's refcuing his brother Lot, brought back

the Sodomites with him. All the benefits the world

have by Redemption, they may thank the church for,

next unto CHRIST himfelf; for they have it upoa

her
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her account, as the Sodomites theirs upon Lot's.

And, to fpeak freel}^ the fpoufe of CHRIST could

not well have been without her hand-maids: we lit-

tle think what fervice the world does for the church ;

albeit, that becaufe they intend not fo, they are not

rewardable for it, (Ifa. x. 5—12) I fliall only add

our Saviour*s own aflertion in that xviith of John

where fpeaking of thofe his Father had given him,

that he might give them eternal life, he faith ex-

prefly, that for '* their dikes he iandified himfelf,"

(John. xvii. 19.) Which was to fay, iirefFed, that

had it not been for them, he had not ftirred out of

heaven for the reft.

I SHOULD now come to the Inferences : but finding

this do(5lrine as much oppofed as that of EJedlion ; ob-

fervingalfb a greatpronenefs in men to embrace the no-

tion ofgeneralandconditionalRedemption (which pro-

ceeds, partly, from nature '^s inability to difcern a rea-

fon why one fhould be redeemed, and not another

;

partly, for that it is grateful to lapfed creatures, to

fancy them^lves adlive in their own recovery; partly

alfo, from an aptnefs to catch at any thing that but

feems to give quiet under convidions), I hope it

iliall not be time loft to weigh their exceptions and

our reply together : in the doing of which, I fhall

not anfwer every text that is made to ferve in that

caufe; the fenfe they give of fome, being evicted,

may ferve for many.

Ol?j\ In Rom v. 18. the reftoration by CHRIST
is made as large and extenfive as Adam's fin.

Anfw. The comparifon there ftated is not put ex-

tenfively, as refpeding the objeds of fin and grace ;

but intenfively, as refj^eding the different efficacy of

D d z the
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the feveral means • by which thofe contrary efFedts

were produced : the apoftle, therefore, to obviate

fuch objedions, reflrains it in verfe 15. " But not

*V as the offence, fo alfo is the free gift:" q. d. The

free gift of righteoufnefs and hfe doth not extend

to mankind univerfally and efficacioufly, as fin and

death did : and he adds a reafon to it; " For if

" through the offence of one many be dead, much

". more the grace of GOD, and the gift by grace,

*' hath abounded unto many,'* (Rom, v. 15.) which

is as if he had faid, if the free gift had took in all, as

the offence did, then all fhould have been faved; for

that o-race hath abounded more than the offence

:

wdiich fuper-abounding of grace, mufl: be meant of

the prevalent efficacy of grace (for, as to the objeds

of it, it could not take in more than all) ; and

therefore, thofe towards whom it hath fo abounded,

fliall furely partake of the benefits of it. And fur-

ther, that the word All might not be taken univer-

fally, he prefentiy varies the term of comprehenfion,

and renders that ^7 by many :
" As by one man's

*' difobedience many were made finners, fo by the

«' obedience of one i)iall many be made righteous,"

(Rom. v. 19.) " As all in Adam died, fb all in

" CHKIST fhali be made alive," (i Cor. xv. 22.)

Ohj. But Redemption is often fet forth in terms

importing univerfality, namely, " That CHRIST
*' gave himfelf a ranfom for all ; that he takes away
'' the fm of the world ; and is the propitiation for

" the fins of the whole world," (iTim. ii. 6. John,

i. 29. 1 John, ii. 2. ) which we cannot but take in a

literal fenfe.

Anjw,
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Anfw. Both facred writ, and common dlfcourfe,

do frequently fpeak in general terms, when nothing

is lefs intended by it than univerfaHty. John, iv. 29.

" Come, fee a man that told me all things that ever

" I did 1" when it was but how m.any hufbands fhe

had had, and that her prefent man was not one.

I Cor. X. 23. Paul is faid to pleafe all men in all

things j when-as (in fad) he pleafed but few in any

thing, and in all things next to none. Col. i. 6. the

gofpel is faid, *' to be come into all the world, and

" to bring forth fruit as it did in them;'* when yet

it was but 4 corner of the world, and but few, very

few,' in whom it brought forth as in them: (exam-

ples are endlefs.) It is therefore to be noted, that

where thofe general (or rather indefinite) terms are

ufed about Redemption, it is moftly to fliew, that

the church of GOD (Which CHRIST was to ga-

ther in) was not confined to the offspring of any par-

ticular head ; nor confifted of any feparate fort or

rank of perfons, exclufive of others 3 but fome of

every kindred and nation under heaven, clafles and

degrees among men : the church of GOD takes in of

all, and fo doth Redemption ; however different in

other refpeds, they are '' all one in CHRIST,''

(Gal. iii. 28.) And where this is not the fcope,

there the perfons concerned. are defcribed by a nar.

rower iift; as, that he gave his life a ranfom for

many, (Matt. xx. 28. and xxvi. 28.) and that he

was once offered to bear the fins of many, ( Heb.

ix. 28.) that he laid down his life for the fneep,

(John, X. 15.) that they are redeemed " from the

" earth, and from among men," (Rev. xiv. 3, 4.)

" and out of every kindred, tongue, people, and na-

tion,'
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*' tlon," (chap. v. 9.) That in Timothy, *' who
*' gave himfelf a ranfdm for all," gives the objec-

tion no fupport ; for all in the 6th verfe, muft in-

tend the fame as all in the ift verfe, which the tex^

itfelf expounds to be " kings and men in autho-

«' rity." As for the world, it hath many and va-

rious acceptations in Scripture : it is not always meant

of men; and of men, it feldom intends the univer-

fality ; yea, it is often meant of a very few, ia conv

parifon of the whole: it would, therefore, be unan-

fwerable rafhnefs, to limit fo indefinite a term to any

particular conftruftion; as, in part, is feen by the

following inftances : it fometimes intends the place

of men*s habitation here on earth, (Nah. i. 5.) the

time and flate of things, after the dilTolution of the

prefent frame, (Luke, xx. 35.) the extent and com-

pafs of the Roman empire, (chap. ii. i.) the reli-

gion and manners of the world, (A(5ls, xvii. 6.) the

troubles which in this world do attend the difciples

of CHRIST, (John, xvi.-33. ) the fplendour, wealth,

honour, or whatever elfe is taking with the hearts of

men, (Gal. vi. 14. ) to fet forth the greatnefs of fome-

thing that cannot be well exprefled, (John, xxi. 25.)

for the Gentiles, in diftinftion from the Jews, (Rom.

xi. 12.) for the numerous increafe of fome particular

party, (John, xii. 19.) More might be cited, but

thefe may fuffice, to fhew how much it behoves us

to confider well the fcope and context of Scripture,

aad not to be led by the vocal found of words.

There are yet two other interpretations, which

come nearer the matter in hand : one is that which

takes in the whole party of wicked men alone, and

by themfelves ^ as where it is faid, *' That faints (liall

''judge
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*Vjudge the world," (i Cor. vi. 2.) it mufl be meant

of the world of ungodly, for the faints fliall not

judge one another: fo, " All the world wondered
'' after the bead, and worflilpped the dragon,"

(Rev. xlii. 3, 4.) This alfo mufl intend the herd

of idolaters, exemptive of thofe who followed the

Lamb, (Rev. xiv. 4.) It is alfo faid, that '' the

" whole world lleth in wickednefs," ( i John, v.

19.) here ye have the very words, and alike con-

nexed, as in the place objeded; which therefore

may as well be fuppofed of the fame comprehenfion

;

and yet it may not be underftood of mankind uni*

verfally, but fuch of them as are under the power

and condudt of Satan, which the faints are not, and

therefore are no part of the world, or whole world

there intended. The other interpretation of the

word feems couched in the places objeded, where

CHRIST is faid to " take away the fms of the world,

*' and to be a propitiation for the fms of the whole.

** world :" for, why may not the world be taken in

a reftrifted and limited fenfe here, as in the places

fore-quoted? If by world is fometimes meant th^

world of ungodly, as feparated from the faints

;

by like reafon, at other times, it may be meant of

the world of faints, as feparated from the wicked

cfpecially when nothing in the fcope or context con-

tradicts it. And what then Ihould hinder, but that

world, in the places objedted, may be fetly intended

of the elecl, exclufive to others ^ as the world that

lies in wickednefs, is of thofe others exclufive of

the eled? To be fure there can be no peril in fo un-

derftanding it ; for we know that CHRIST is the

propitiation for tlieir ftn^ : but to affirm it of the

bulk
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bulk of mankind, hath many unruly and unworthy

confequences attending it, fome of which are fliewn

before. But what world was it that CHRIST would

not pray for? It could not be that for which he

died, for the prieft was bound to pray for thofe he

offered for ? It muft theri be another ; and then it

will follow that there are two: i. A leiTer, which

confifts of a fele6t party, and was taken out of the

world univerfal, as the Ifraelitiih nation was out of

the Egyptian, (Deut. iv. 34.) or as the Chriftian

church, at firft, was out of the Jewifli, (Ads, ii.

44—47. ) Thefe our Saviour ftiles '' the men which
*' his Father gave him out of the world,'* (John,

xvii. 6.) For thefe it was that he fandlified himfelf,

that is, fet himfelf apart to fLiffsr for them, and for

thefe he prayed : and of thefe is made up that world

whofe fin he taketh away, and for whofe fins (even of

the whole of them), he is the propitiation. Thefe

are the men that (hall be counted worthy of the

world to come, (Luke, xx. 35.) and they are as

properly termed a world, as that blefifed ftate and

place of glory they fhall be taken into ; or as the

dwellers upon earth are denominated a world, from

the place of their habitation, (Rom. xiii. 3, 4. 8.)

2. There is alfo a world of ungodly, from among
whom that lelTer world was taken and rated, (John,

XV. 19. xvii. 6.) of whom it is faid, " the devil is

" their god," (2 Cor. iv. 4.) and that " their names
*' are not in the Lamb's book of life,'' (Rev. xiii. 8.)

but, '' the whole of it lieth in wickednefs," ( i John,

V. 19.) And this is that world for whom CHRIST
profeiiedly fays, *' He did not pray;" furely, then,

" He
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" He would not make his foul an offering for

'' their fins."

But becaufe fo great a flrefs is laid on the literal

fenfe of the word, let us fcan a little further this

world whofe fin is taken away. I think it cannot in-

tend the univerfality of mankind, becaufe, though

the world in general be concerned in Rtdemption,

thofe general concerns are too light to balance the

weight of the text ; temporary things could in no wife

anfwer the end and worth of eternal Redemption

;

which being the mofh tremendous acl that ever the

fun had feen, or Ihall, the effeds thereof muft be

anfwerably great and glorious; and, confequently, it

muft peculiarly refpedt the eledt, for it fuits ade-

quately to none elfe. To make out this, let us in-

quire, what that fin of the world is, and what the

import of taking it away, (Pfal. ciih 12.) For the

firft : it is either fome one grand tranfgreflion, or the

whole body of fins together: if a particular fm, it ^

muft be unbelief; for that was the firft, and parent

to all the reft : and it is thus marked out, /,^^or ibai

fin of the world; i. Becaufe it was the fin of the

whole, both Jews and Gentiles. 2* It gave entrance

to all other fins; they fprang from it as their root*

And, 3. It is the condemning fin ; no man perifl:ieth

but for unbelief; where the gofpel is not, tkey pe-

rifti for not believing in GOD; and where it is, for

not beheving in CHRIST.* Or if it be meant of

all fins univerfally, then the text confiders them as

put together, and taken away at once, as if but one.

But be it unbelief fingly and fpecially, or the whole

body of fins conjund, it comes to one ; for unbelief

13 a member of that body, and a capital one ; and fo

E e that
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that be taken away, it matters not, this world is fafe

:

the.reafon is, that CHRIST, in faving from unbe-

lief, faves from all : for as faith is a complex of

graces, fo is unbelief of fms; take away this, and

the gulph is (liot, all other fins difappear; there is

an end of them, both as to guilt and prevalency

;

*' he that believes fliall be faved." For the fecond,

touching the import of taking away; i. The put-

ting of it in the prefent tenfe, implies a conflant and

continued ad, ftill purfuing the fame end; it alfo

imports a perfed adt ; not a partial taking away, or

frufhrable endeavour; but complete and certain, as

a man takes away any thing until it be all gOne.

2. That CHRIST alone, and by himfelf, performs

this work. 3. That he takes away fin, as a lamb

Hain; not for himfelf (for he was without fpot), but

for thofe whofe Surety he was. And, 4. As the

Lamb of GOD; a lamb of GOD*s own providing,

to fave the lives of his Ifaacs. This taking away is

no lefs than a total removing of fin, a fetting it at

the utmofh diftance, and placing it in the *' land of

*' forgetfulnefs,"
(
Jer. xxxi. 34.) And further, to

aflure us of its utter aboHtion, this taking away is

termed deftrudlion, the crucifying^of the old man

;

flaying the enmity, and deflroying the body of fin,

(Eph.ii. 16. Rom. vi. 6.) this was that work of the

devil, which the Son of GOD came to deftroy; and

deflroy it he hath, by " nailing it to his crofs,'*

(Col. ii. 14.) The blood of the Lamb hath fo over-

come, that there needs no more facrifice for fin; nor

any thing exterior to itfelf, to make its Redemption

eternal. And to have fin thus taken away, cannot

b^^ faid of the world univerfally ; the reafon is plain,

becaufe
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becanfe fin being gone, nothing remains to charge

the world with. But nothing is more evident, than

that the generality of men he plunged in (in, and

are bond-ilaves of corruption to the laft: it muft

therefore be another world (or tribe) to whom this

great blefllng muft be afligned, and of whom veri-

fied: and Imce there is but one more (who are called

GOD's eled), I conclude, that they are the men,
and the world Intended in the text: for we know that

they " are of GODj and that the whole world be-
*' fides lies in wickednefs,'* (i John, v. 19.)

0I?/\ But if fome only are redeemed, and thofc

hut few in comparifon; then all ground of believincr

is taken away from the moft of men.

Jufw, I. That CHRIST did not die for all,

hinders none from believing, any more than that

many of thofe he died for are not faved : or that bc^

caufe one Only can win the prize, hinders others

from running. Nay, to teach (as they do) that

CHRIST died for all, and that yet the generality of

men fliall die in their fins, and periHi for everj is a

greater impediment to believing, than that he died

only for fome; and that every one of that fome fhall

certainly be faved. 2. If we judge of trees by

their fruit, we fliall find, that the generality of men
(fuch as reckon the matters of refigion worth fpeak-

ing of), hold fliilf for the general point; which fiiews,

that that notion has no great influence towards the

working of faith : if it had, the number of con-

verts would not be fo thin. It is alfo found, that

the generality of carnal men, and fuch as hate to be

reformed, are the greateft: defpifers of peculiar Re-

demption, as well as of Eledion. 3. To make

E e'^ faith
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faith an evidence of a man's intereft in Redemption,

puts by the claim of unbelievers, as much as if it

were a condition. 4. He that will know his own

particular Redemption before he will believe, begins

at the wrong end of his work; and is very unlikely

to come that way to the knowledge of it. The firfl

ad: of faith is not, that CHRIST died for all, or foi

you in particular : the one is not true^ the other not

certain to you, nor can, until after you have believed.

He that would live, muil fubmit to mercy, with

*' peradventure he will fave me alive." 5. Any
man that owns himfelf a finner, hath as fair a ground

for his faith, as any in the world that hath not yet

believed ; yea, as any believer had before he believed :

nor may any perfon, upon any account, exclude

himfelf from Redemption; unlefs, by his obftinate

and refolved continuance 'in unbelief, he hath

marked out himfelf.

There are reafons enough, and of greatefl weight,

to induce men to believe, without laying general

Redemption for the ground of their faith: as, (i.)

That " faithful faying, and worthy of all acceptation,

'' that JESUS CHRIST came into the world to

** fave finners,'* (zTim.i. 15.) and fuch are you.

(2.) That he gave his life a ranfom for many, (Mat.

XX. 28.) and you may be of that number, as well

as any other. (3.) That thofe he died for, fhall

be juflified upon their believing, (Rom. v. 9.) and

fliall have faith alfo, upon their feeeking for it, as a

part of his purchafe, and given on his behalf, (Phil.

i. 29.) (4.) That to believe on his Son, is the will

and commandment of the everlafting GOD, (Rom.

xvi. 26. I John, iii. 23.) whom wrought to obey,

thouglx
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tliough fo it were that falvation were not concerned

in it. 5. Thofe many faithful promifes, affiiring

falvation to them that believe, (John, iii. 16. 36. and

ch. vi. 47.) Lajily, The remedilefs danger of un-

belief, (Mark, xvi. 16. John, viii. 24.) And if

fuch confiderations as thefe will not prevail with you

to believe; the notions of general Redemption, to-

gether with the general fuccefsleifnefs of it, will ne-

ver do it.

Ohj. The extending of Redemption to the whole

race of mankind, tends to magnify the grace of

CHRIST; but confining it to a remnant, is a

leflenlng of it.

Anf. It no more difparages the grace of CHRIST,
to die peculiarly for that remnant, than his choof-

ing a fingle nation, and fewefl in number out of the

univerfe, and giving them laws that tended to life

;

while he fufFered all befides to run wild, in the broad

way, which inevitably leads to defl:ru6lion. And as

for Redemption made general, with conditions an-

nexed ; it is fo far from magnifying the grace of

CHRIST, that it plainly contradids it : for if he

knew from the beginning who they were that be-

lieved not, nor would ever believe; it would rather

have argued a degree of grace and favour, not to

die for them; than that their fin and condemnation

fliould be thereby {o greatly aggravated : as it had

been better for fome, they had never known the way

of Fighteoufnefs, than to depart from it, (2 Pet.

ii. 21.)

Obj, This leaves the mod of men without

remedy.

Jnfw,
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Jnfw. The fallen angels were higher than we, yet

have no caufe to complain, that no Mediator was

appointed for them; and if any be left remedilefs,

the fault is their own: for, if freedom of will, as.

now it is, impowers men to make a remedy (licil.

by acceptance and application), much more, as it

was, it might have kept them, if they would, from

needing a remedy. -You will fay, perhaps (as fome

do), why were men left to this freedom of will, if

forefecn thus to ufe it? nay, rather, why do men,

after fo woeful an experiment, choofe to be fo left?

they have their option; let them look to it.

And fo I leave their objedlions : for I heartily wifh,

both for the truth's fake, and for peace, to fee thefe

contefts buried, rather than agitated, left they eat

out the life of religion. (They breathe in a health-

lefs air, who make them their element.) And I

verily think, that if the controverted texts were duly

weighed (that is, if fpiritual things were compared

with fpiritual, and fleflily confultations fetafide), the

prefent differences would quickly be compofed, be-

ing moftly fomented by a loofe and luxuriant way

of philofophizing in divinity ; and by holding to

words of an indefinite fignification, more than to

the fcope and context.

Inferences.

Infer. 1. Upon what hath been faid of the work

and ends of Redemption, I would turn (a while) to

thofe of the general point ; I mean not fuch as are

men profeffing godlinefs (too many of which are yet

leavened with it), but thofe very fordid and dilinge-

nuous fpirits, who pretend to the general ranfom

(cover-
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(covering themfelves with the fliadow of it), and yet

ftudy nothing lefs than to anfwer its ends : who

dream of Redemption from hellj but for Redemp-

tion from fin, it comes not into their mind : they

contend, that Chrift died for all ; and yet carry it as

if he died for none ; at lead, not for them : for they

have no mark or tin6lure of fuch a Redemption upon

them ; but remain evidently bond-Haves of corrup-

tion. Can you think that the Son of GOD died

for you, while you defpife a living to him, hate

them that love him, oppote whatever is dear |:o him,

and perfecute to the death (if your line would reacla

it) thofe that have any fpecial mark of Redemption

upon them ? Did he make his foul an offering for

fm, to procure men a liberty of finning ? or, was

CHRIST crucified, that the body of fin miglK: re-

main unmortified; yea, get ground, and be the

more rampant upon it ? Is this your kindnefs ta

your friend, to be fo in love with his enemies (the

fpear and the nails that pierced him), that you will

fpend and be fpent for the fervice of your lufts ? He
died, that thofe he died for might live : live to

whom? Not to themfelves, but to him that died

for them : and did you really believe that he died for

you, you could not but fo judge; his love would

conflrain you. Redeemed ones are the Lord's free-

men ; and you are free to nothing but the devil and

fin. Is this the badge of your freedom ? the cogni-

zance by which the iubjeds of CHRIST are known

from rebels ? No ; it is the rebels brand, and you

will find it at laft. This is that will aggravate your

condemnation, and make it a condemnation to pur-

pofe, thus to deny the LORD that bought you :

vou .
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you are haters of GOD, and he will make you to

feel it : wrath will come upon you to the uttermoil.

If GOD fpared not his own Son, who had no fm

(but by imputation), how fhall he fpare you, that

are nothing elfe but fm ? '' He that defpifed Mofes's

*' law, died without mercy : of how much forer

*' punirhment (liall he be thought worthy, who hath

" trodden under foot the Son of GOD; and counted

*' that blood (which you pretend to believe was (bed

*' for yout redemption) an unholy thing ?" (Heb.

X. 28, 29.) The wrath of the Lamb is dreadful;

he will tear you in pieces, and none fhall deliver

you. Bethink yourfelf, therefore, in time : con-

iider how you fhall bear that weight of wrath which

the Son of GOD funk under ! There is yet hope

concerning this thing : and if ye have any mind to

efcape, delay it not : *' If ye will enquire, enquire

" to purpofe ; return, and come." (Ifa. xxi. 12.)

Infer, II. The dodlrine of peculiar Redemption

may not be taken to difcourage or weaken the hopes

of any in their coming to CHRIST for falvation

;

any more than that " many fhall feek, and fhall

" not be able- to enter," fliould keep men from ftriv-

ing: but, on the contrary, which alfo was

CHRIST'S intent in telling us fo, it fhould quicken

our diligence and fpeed in going to him, left the

door fhould be fliut; which is certainly open while

he calls- Suppofe the worft: fuppofe, I fay, that

your intereft in Redemption were only as it is, gene-

ral, that is, for temporal mercies, even that deferves

all you can' do, and more. What criminal is it,

that lying at his prince's mercy, would not think

himfelf oWiged to fpend the time of his reprieve-

ment
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ment in his prince's fervice 3 efpecially confidering,

that even that fervice fhall have its rev;ard? But why-

will you fhut out yourfelf ? no man is namely ex-

empted ; and for any to exclude himfelf, is to fin

againfl: his own foul; and to be a fecond time guilty

of deftroying himfelf. Put it upon the trial: you

can lofe nothing by venturing: but all without. Who
can tell, but your name may be written on the Hio-h-

Prieft's breaft-plate; as well as Reuben's or Judah's ?

belides, you have no way to prove it, but by going

to fee ; which never any, in good earneft did, but

they found it fo.

Infer. III. From what hath been faid of Redemp-
tion, as peculiar to theeled, with the plaufible fiiews

brought againftit; I infer, the important neceffity

of " trying the fpirits, and thedodrines they bring,

"whether they be of GOD." A plaufible outlide,

and fair fliewin the flefh, are no argument of truth

in the bottom : takingnefs with nature, fhould ren-

.der things fufpicious to us, rather than approved.

Our befh rule of judgment in this cafe, is that of our

Saviour, '' The tree is known by its fruits." And
if by this we meafure the general point, it will be

found wanting in what it pretends to, and not a lit-

tle reproveable: for, i. Inflead of magnifying the

grace of CHRIST, and merit of his fufferings, ic

does, in effect, nullify both : it makes Redemption

general, as to perfons, but not as to things: it re-

deems the whole of mankind from part of their bon-

.dage, but no part of them from the whole : or upon

fuch a condition as no man in nature is able to per-

form : which is too defedive to be the device of fo-

-vereign wifdom and grace. That cannot be called a

F f catho-
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catliolicon, or general remedy, that fuffers itfelf to

be generally worfled by the difeafe : nor that a per-

fed Redemption, which leaves flill under bondage,

I doubt not at all, that the blood of the Son of GOD
in our nature, is of infinite merit ; but withal, that

it is of like infinite virtue and efficacy, and will for

ever operate accordingly. But, if the fuccefs and

faving effeds thereof fhould depend upon fomething

to be done by men, which Redemption itfelf doth

not inveft then! with; then will men come in for a

fhare with CHRIST, in the glory of their falvation

:

yea, in this cafe, any addition of human ability an-

nihilates the grace of CHRIST, (GaLv. 2.) where-

as, to depend upon CHRIST for fandification, as

well as righteoufnefs ; to exped from him a power to

repent and believe, as well as acceptance upon your

believing, gives him his true honour, as intitling

him to the whole of your falvation ; which is indeed

his proper due, and due to him alone. And this

may be a main reafon, why men profefTing the name^

of CHRIST, are fo generally flrangers to faith and

holinefs : they do not feek it at the hands of CHRIST,

(John, v. lo.) as a part of his purchafe; but relyoa

their own ability. 2. Inftead of laying a foundation

for faith, and a help to believing ; the general doc-

trine muzzles the foul in its unbelief, upon a pre-

fumption of power in himfelf to believe when he will.

We little think how much prefumption and carnal

fecurity derive from this root ; whereas peculiar Re-

demption, in the vigour and latitude of it (namely,

as procuring for us a right to faith and holinefs, with

the SPIRIT of CHRIST to work them effedually

in us), is far greater encouragement to apply our-

felves
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felves to CHRIST for them, as a part of his pur-

chafe, (Phil. i. 29.) and that without which we can-

not partake of the other benefits of his death. And
I cannot but think, that any man, in his right mind,

(Luke, viii. 35.) (upon a due enquiry, and thorough

confidering the matter), would rather depend upon

fuch a Redemption as redeems from all iniquity,

though the perfons concerned in that Redemption be

but few, than on that which is fuppofed to redeem

all univerfally, upon condition of faith and repent-

ance, but does not redeem from impenitency and un-

belief. In that Redemption let my part be, that

faves from fin, that flays the enmity, that reconciles

to GOD effedually, that makes an end of fm, and

brings in everlafting righteoufnefs; that does not

only bring into a falvable ftate conditionally, but

works alfo and maintains thofe conditions and qua-

lifications that have falvation at the end of them.

Infer. IV. If CHRIST gave himfelf a ranfom for

the eledt, then is Redemption alfo of grace, and

free as Election itfelf; which befpeaks both ouf

thankful remembrance, and all felf-denial. There

is a great aptnefs to forget. our original j to pay tri-

bute where it is not due, and to withold it where it

is, It was needful counfel of old, and no lefs at this

day, '' Ye that follow after righteoufnefs, look ta

" the rock whence you were hewn," [Ifa, li. i.)

Your Redeemer firft brought you out of nothing

;

and when you had fold yourfelves for nought, he

himfelf became your ranfom, though he needeu you

not: fee, therefore, that ye afcribe all to his love.

It was not any betternefs of yours that gave you pre^

ference in Redemptionj nor was it your ingenuous

F f a - compU
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compliance that made Redemption effedual to you

(thole are flight pretences); had not your Redeemer

bouc-ht you from ^^onrfelf, releafed you from your ima-

ginary freedom, and faved you from unbelief, you

had never known what this Redemption had meant,

nor what it is to be free indeed. No, it was purely

your Redeemer's love : he valued you as being his

Father's gift; and as given to be one with himfelf;

*' He therefore loved you, and gave himfelf for

*' you." When you were in your blood, and no

eye pitied you (no not your own) ; then was the time

of his love : even then he accepted the motion made

by his Father and yours, and figned the contract.

He knew both your weight and your w^orth; your

natural unfitnefs for him, and averfenefs to the

match : he alfo knew what it mufh cofl: him to make

you both meet and willing ; and that it was fo ftupen-

dous a work, that all the hofts of heaven would have

broken under. He further knew, that after all he

fhould do and fufFer for you, you could not advan-

tage him in the leaft -, only he (liould have the fatis-

fadlion to have made you happy againft 5>our unre-

newed will ; and yet he declined it not : he came
" leaping upon the mountains, and ikipping over

*' the hills" (of death and difficulties), as longing

for, and delighting to be in that work : he was flrait-

ened until it was accomplifhed ; fuch was the in-

tenfenefs of his love to you ! And a great deal ado

he had with your wills, before you were brought to

be willing. And for all this, he only expeds 5rou

will carry it worthy of fo great a lover, and fuch man-

ner of love : which is, in effc6l, but to accept of,

and to continue in, his love, ^and be v/illing he

Ihould
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fliould fave you freely ; and own this love of his, as

the immediate fountain whence your happinefs is

derived.

Infer. V. Since your propriety in Redemption is

founded in eleding love, " give all diligence to make
" your eledion fure :" fpare not for pains; its fruit

will be worth all the labour and coft you can lay out

upon ir; if clear in this point, the whole body will

be full of light. And among other evidences of

eledlion, review the marks fpecified before under that

head. Make out alfo your intereft in Redemption,

by walking worthy of redeeming love; which cannot

be, but by doing and being fomething more than

others; fome fingular thing mud warrant ycur claim

to that fingular privilege: hold forth, therefore, in

your life, the eiFecls of your union with CHRIST
in his death : let the fcope of Redemption be the

fcope of your converfation. You have no fuch way,

if I may fo fpeak, to gratify your Redeemer, as by

letting him fee the travail of his foul : a thorough

newnefs of life, with a total devoting yourfelf to

GOD, will illuftrate Redemption not a little, and

proclaim convincingly both its merit and efficacy.

It will alfo be a good office done to yourfelves, as an

evidence of your fpecial concern in Redemption;

and much more vindicate your Chriftianity, than for-

mal profeffions, or eager contefls. And in order to

this, I. Determine to '' know nothing but JESUS
" CHRIST, and him crucified :" count all things

elfe not worth youx knowing; for, in truth, all

knowledge t\{Q will come to nothing. Let all,

therefore, be " lofs and dung, for the excellency of

" the knowledge of CEIRIST JESUS our LORD,'*
(Phi!.
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(Phij. ili. 8.) And (ludy the doclrine of his crofs;

that ye may not fland by and hear hun defamed, and

liot have a word to fay for him : fo alfo obferve him,

that when the world and he part, you may know
your own Mafter, and be known by him. 2. Led

nothing be fo dear to you, as not to part with it for

your Redeemer when called for ; and rife early to

do it: take up your crofs, and inure yourfelf ta

the bearing of it, before it be laid on : the LORD
patted with his delight for you from eternity ; there

is nothing more reafonable, nothing more natural to

an heart rightly poftured, than to love and live to.

iiim who died for you : and whoever hath known

the grace of GOD, and the love of CHRIST in

tratb, cannot but fo judge. 3. Deal with fm ac-

cordino; to its kind; the dreadful nature whereof no-

thing difcovers, nor can, but hell itfelf, and the fuf-

ferings of CHRIST, and moftly thefe : let it die no

other death but that of the crofs, and the more it

cries out to be fpared, do you cry out the more ur-

gently that it may be crucified. 4. Let not

CHRIST be divided : his offices are requifxtely con-

joined, and cannot be feparated .with our fecurity;

nay, not without our certain ruin. Know him,

therefore, for your Prophet and Lord, as well as

your Redeemer; and for your wifdom and fan6lifi-

cation, as well as your righteoufnefs; (one and all.)

Take orders from him as your Captain-general; re-

ceive your law from his mouth ; whatever he bids

you do, do it : follow him wherever he goes, and

carry it as becomes his attendants: the armies in

heaven follow him upon white horfes, and arrayed

i,n white : be not your own diredor in any thing,

ngr
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nor over-hafty; ftir not up your beloved until he

pleale, but await his counfel and condud, as pre-

ferring his knowledge of times and feafons, with the

manner and method of his working and prefcribing,

before your own. 5. Let nothing divide you from

CHRIST: let nothing but death, yea, let not death

itfelf feparate between you and him. Nothing, you
fee, could feparate him from you, nay, had it not

been for you, and fuch as you are, he had not died:

*' We are not our own, we are bought with a price,'*

(i Cor. vi. 20.) which is the higheft engagement in

every ftate and duty, whether living or dying, to be

the LORD'S, (Rom. xiv. 8.)

Lifer. VI. CHRIST'S giving himfelf a ranfom for

you, warrants your largeft expediation of good

things from him : what lins too great to be par-

doned ? or iniquities fo ftubborn as not to be fub-

dued? (Heb. ix. 14.) or graces fo precious as not

to be obtained ? The LORD delights in nothing

more than mercy ^ the only bar was fm; which be-

ing. dilTolved by the blood of CHRIST, grace and

glory run freely. The making us kings and priefls

unto GOD, yea, " one in the Father and himfelf,"

( John,xvii. 21.) being the thing he died for, no in-

ferior good thing can be withholden from us. Faith

and holinefs are great things indeed, and highly to

be valued: yet, let me fay, that even thefe, and all

other good things laid together, will be but a very

litde heap, to that grace which put us into

CHRIST ', the honour and privilege of union with

him; and the price he hath paid for our ranfom!

" Herein is love, that GOY> fent his Son to be the

^' propitiation for pur fms!" (i John^iv. 10.) The

purchafe
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purchafe is paid, releafes are fealed, and he in pof»

feffion ; all things are ready : it is now but his giving

forth the revenue that lies by him, which alfo he

deliorhts to do.o

Other notes of ufe this dodrine affords, which

I can but touch, as Jonathan the hone}^ : i. It fhews

the high efteem that GOD has for his chofen ; whom
he " went himfelf to redeem, and purchafed with his

" own blood," (2 Sam. vii. 23. Ads, xx. 28. ) 2. That

by this fliandard thofe favourites of heaven (hould

value themfelves; not weighing the world's con-

tempt, nor clouding thofe marks of worth Redemp-

tion has put upon them. 3. It (hews the conta-

gious nature of lin; the deadly venom whereof no-

thing but the precious blood of the holy One could

poflibly antidote, nor withftand the torrent of that

fiery lake : as alfo its dreadfulnefs, in that the Son

of GOD died in the conflict. 4. It argues the great-

nefs and precioufnefs of the foul; the Redemption

whereof had ceafed for ever, if CHRIST, the Son

of GOD, had not made his own foul an offering for

it. 5. That the world is not a little beholden to

GOD's people for all the good things they poifefs;

for they have them on their account, and fhould

therefore afford them better quarter. 6. That GOD
will not lightly pafs by the wrongs done to his peo-

ple : Redemption hath made them kings, (Rev. v.

10.) againfl whom even hard fpeeches are criminal

:

how feverely then will he make inquifition for blood !

(Pfal. ix. 12.) 7. It argues the abfolutenefs of elec-

tion, for that an infinite price was irrevocably de-

creed and paid to confirm its title. 8. It alfo evin-

ceth the abfolute freenefsand independency of ele(5t-

ing
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ing love, fince creatures could not poffibly deferve

or be worthy of fo great a ranfom. 9. It infers the

exceeding weightinefs of that glory, which required

fo vaft a price, and could not be had for lefs. Lajlly^

It further yields a chief corner-ftone for the faints

perfeverance : for, i. They are not now at their own
difpofei Redemption has transferred their title to

another, who loves them better [than to leave them
expofed to a fecond lapfe, from which there is no re-

covering. 2. Redemption being a valuable conli-

deration, and fo accepted, even the righteoufnefs

of GOD is engaged to favetbem; and muft there-

fore prevent, remove, or over-rule whatever would

hinder th^t falvation. On all which accounts (and

others) Redemption fhould be much the fubjed of

our difcourfe and contemplation : it was the firfb-

born promife after the fall; by the repetitions where-

of, and further explanations, the LORD hath per-

fumed the breath of all his holy prophets which have

been fmcethe world began. Our Lord and Saviour

himfelf was frequently fpeaking of it; which fhews

that his mind was much upon it, and that the fame

mind Qiould be in us. It is a theme that glorified

faints take pleafure to dilate upon; witnefs Moles

and Elias on the holy mount, (Luke, ix. 31.) and

John, wrapped into heaven on the LORD's dav,

found them at this fervice before the throne of GOD,
{Rev. i. 10. chap. v. 9. 12, 13.) where I cannot but

note (by the' way) three obfervables. i. That the

faints in heaven were celebrating the work of crea-

tion, and that of Redemption, both in one day;

and it was the LORD's day: a good argument for

our LORD'S day Sabbath ? 2. That they afcribe the

G g fame
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fame glory and honour unto the Lamb that wa9'

flain, as to him that fits on the throne ; an evident

proof of CHRlST^s divinity! And, 3. That the

ground of their triumph and exukation was not the

general point (no fpeechof that in heaven), but pe-

culiar Redemption : a good confirmation of the pre-

fent truth. And further, our Lord and Saviour ftill

bears about him the marks of his crucifixion ^ he

appears " as a lamb that had been flain, (Rev. v. 6.)

and he glories in it. " I am he that was dead,'*

(Rev. ii. 8. and i. 18.) and with thefe marks he

will appear when he cometh [to judge the world,

(Zech. xii. 10.) Till when, the LORD's day, and

its mofl folemn ordinance, are for an unchangeable

remembrance of him, (i Cor. xi. 26.) Whatever

therefore befalls us, fliould mind us of this glorious

tranfaclion : if it be evil, that Redemption hath

faved from the evil of it; if good, Redemption

hath purcbafed it for us; whether good or bad in it-

felf, Redemption will fandlify it to us. But when ye

think of heaven, and the heaven of heavens as your

portion, with all that heavenly viaticum (angels food,

and better) that attends you at every ftage, " until

*' ye appear before GOD in Zion," (Pfal. ixxxiv.

7.) efpecialiy, when ye are admiring, for what it is

ye capnot think, I fay, when ye are admiring that

tranfcendent glory which fliall arife from that ineffa-

ble onenefs, to be then completed between the Fa-

ther and CHRIST, and his faints; fay with that

heaven-born Pfalmift, " What fliall I render unto the

" LORD for all his benefits?'* And anfweryourfelf

with him; I will " take (not this or that fingle be-

" nefit, but) the cup of falvation (glorious Re-
*' demption,



OF REDEMPTION. 235

'^ demptlon, which thatcnp fignifieth), and call on
" the name of the LORD.'* Ail the divine attri-

butes centre in Redemption, as light and heat in the

fun, and are thence lavingly refleded upon men re-

deemed: and this is the moft compendous way of

beholding the glory of GOD, and of celebrating

our dear-bought happinefs. Something, perhaps,

like this may that " fruit of the vine'* be, though

unfpeakably beyond it, which CHRIST and his

difciples *' ihall drink new in his Father's kingdom,"

(Matt. xxvi. 29.) " when he that fowed, and we
" that reap (hall rejoice together,"

(
John, iv. 36.)

Therefore, " unto him that loved us, and wafhed us

*' from our fins in his own blood, be glory and do-

" minion forever. Amen," (Rev. i. 5, 6.)i

III. That the purpofe or intent of CHRIST^s
death cannot be fru (Irate ; that is, thofe for

whom CHRIST died ihall certainly obtain all

the benefits accruing by his death.

All the counfels of GOD from eternity; all his

promifes and declarations holding forth thofe coun-

fels ; and all his difpenfations in order to their ac-

complilhment ; have a fpecial relation to CHRIST as

dying for his people, and their actual falvation there-

by, as the end thereof. Now the end of a thing, is

that for which the thing itfelf is; and but for which,

it had not been; it is that the chief agent princi-

pally purpofeth, and aims at ; and if he be wife, he

wull certainly ufe and appoint fuch means, and order

them in fuch manner, that the thing defigned ihall

notmifcarry. Men indeed may mils of their end;

G g 2 they
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they aim at f his, and that is produced, as in building

the tower of Babeb but this is flill from fome im-

perfedion in themfelvesi either the thing itfelf is

not feafible, or the way to it imprudently contrived,

or the means unduly applied; their minds alter, or

they are made to defift by a power above them, &c.

But with the only wife and Almighty GOD it is not

fo; none of thofe things which impede the defigns

of men can happen >to his ; there can be no other

event of them, but what he fetly intended ; the leaft

of his purpofes fhall not fufFer difappointment, much

lels that great defign of men's falvation by the death

of his Son. That the thing itfelf is feafible, is at-

tefted by that innumerable company already in hea-

ven on his account. It was fo wifely contrived, that

all interefts cencerned are fecured and fatisfied : GOD
is juft in jufliifying; the fmner faved, while ven-

geance is taken on his fin ; and CHRIST well pleafed

withafeedtoferve him. The way of obtainment is

fuch as will certainly compafs the end; the divine

power is engaged in it; which refts not in the leafh

on the concourfe or compliance of any mutable

.agent, or fruftrable inftrument. His heart cannot

be taken off from it; it is that his bleffed thoughts

have run upon from eternity; and thofe thoughts of

his {land fail to all generations. And /aji/y, no

higher power can fuperfede his decree ; he is fovereign

LORD and controUeth all.

To confirm the point, take the following argu-

ments.

Jrg, L Is from Redemption itfelf; wherein,

I. The greatnefs of the price; 2. The kind or man-

ner
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ner of payment; and, 3. The fcriptural import of

the word, are not a Httle conliderable.

1. For the price: it was the life of the Son of

GOD; whofe perfonal dignity was fuch as put a

tranfcendency of merit upon his death ; which there-

fore could not be parted with for a doubtful or un-

certain purchafe; nor could any obtainment, inferior

]to falvation, compenfate the price. In this lies the

flrefs of the apoftle's argument ; who, to fet forth

the happy ftate of GOD's eled:, and to prove them

out of danger, brings in the price of their redemp'

don; '' Who (hall condemn? it is CHRIST that

" died,'* (Rom. viii. 33.) The eminency of the

perfon, and the fufferings he fubmitted unto, as

they greatly illuflrate his love to men; fo they

ilrongly affirm and infure the event of his death:

*' For, if reconciled to GOD, by the death of his

*' Son, much more fhall we be faved by his life,"

(chap. v. 10.)

2. The kind or manner of payment; it was by

fuffering. Had the ranfom been of the nature of

depofitable things (namely, to fecure fatisfa(5tion,

in cafe the treaty took efFed, and to be refumed, in

cafe it fucceeded not), it had much altered the mat-

ter; there had no great damage accrued to the depo-

fitor; he might have received his own again, though

not with advantage : but fufferings once undergone

jcannot be recalled ; they are as water fj)ilt upon the

ground; they cannot be gathered up again, unlefs

in their fruits, namely, in the accompli fhment of

the end they were defigned for; which, duly

weighed, will not allow Redemption to be condi-

tional
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tional, nor its intended effe6ts to depend upon things

cdntineent. Befides, that which is infinite, will not

admit of addition; nor can that which hath all worth

intirely within it, find any thing of worth without

itfelf to depend upon. But this, methinks, fliould

not need arguing, fmce it is fo apparent.

3. From the fcriptural ufage and import of the

word : which fliews, that Redemption hath made

eternal life our due; and that all fuppofable condi-

tions, all manner of graces, means, and helps,

which mufl: come between our natural (late and

glory, with glory itfelf, were all intentionally in the

defign of it, purchafed byit, and contained' in it; as

the ilalk which the flower mufl grow upon, is vir-

*
tually in the fame feed with the flower itfelf. Re-

demption doth not only allow men their book, and

fave them in cafe they can read (that is a heartlefs

notion), but enables them to read, and that in point

of will, as well as knowledge. Faith is to falvation,

as livery and feifm are to pofTeffion ; they are no pare

of the price, nor condition of your right; but a le-

gal and notifying introdu6lion to your actual enjoy-

ment; yea, the purchafe-money entitles you to them,

a-s well as to the inheritance. As we can afk nothing

of GOD, either warrantably or fuccefsfully, but as

entided thereto by Redemption ; fo, on Redemption's

account, ye may afk any thing that hath a ten-

dency to its end; ye may claim faith in order to fal-

vation, as well as falvation as the end of your faith.

And now, that Redemption doth not barely

make men releafeable, or capable of being faved ;

but doth, by its own proper virtue, profecute its end

to perfedlion, that the actual complete falvation of

redeemed
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redeemed ones is bound up in it, and whatever

might let it taken out of the way, I fhali clear by a

Ihort indudion of particulars, i. Redemption ^im-

ports fatisfadlion. Without this the world had not

been reconciled ; nor could it be faid, " The plea-

" flire of the LORD hath profpered in his hand:"

but both thefe are affirmed, Ifa. liii. 10. '' It pleafed

" the LORD to bruife him." It does not intend

only, that it was the pleafure or will of GOD, that

the thing fliould be done, but that he was well-

pleafed by the doing of it ; that is, he was again pa-

cified towards us, in whofe ftead he fuffered ; his

juftice being thereby atoned. And this very rea-

son ye have annexed in Ifa. xlii. 21. *' The LORD
" is weil-pleafed for his righteoufnefs fake; he fhali

*' magnify the law and make it honourable;" that

is, by levying fatisfadion upon CHRIST : which

alfo accords with, and explicates that in Rom.
iii. 31. " Do we then make void the law through
•' faith ? GOD forbid ; yea, we eilablifh the law.'*

It is further confirmed by 2 Cor. v. 19. " GOD was

" in CHRIST reconciling the world to himielf
:"

this mufl be reciprocally undeiTtood, for elfe the

breach had continued : but, furely, the LORD
would not be at fuch coft, to have his w^ork but

half done; for what is reconciHation, but the renewal

of friendfhip on both fides ^ and that this is

CHRIST'S own fenfe upon the word, is evident by

Matt. v. 23, 24. " If thy brother hath ought againft

" thee, go and be reconciled to thy brother." It

muft, therefore, take in GOD's reconcilement to

us, as well as ours to him; which could not be with-

out fatisfadion^ his juftice would not permit it; he

will
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will by no means clear the guilty. And, to put it

beyond dilpute, our grand Creditor proclaims him-

felf fatisfied, by his fending from heaven to reieafe

our Surety, (Matth. xxviii. 2.) It was to fay in ef-

fed, that he had no further demands upon us.

2. Redemption alfo imports juftiHcation, or free-

dom from guilt, Ephef. i. 7. "In whom we have

** Redemption through his blood, the forgivenefs of

*' fms." Rom. iii. 24. " Being juflified freely by
*' his grace, through the Redemption that is in

" JESUS CHRIST,'' Rom. v. 9. Gal. iii. 13.

" CHRIST hath redeemed us from the curfe of

*' the law, being made a curfe for us : he blotted

" out the hand-writing that was againft us, nailing

" it to his crofs," Col. ii. 14. 3. It imports the

evidion, vanquilhing, or binding of the flrong

man; who would not elfe have let go the prey, nor

have left his poffeffion ; " By death he deftroyed

" him who had the power of death ; that is, the de-

" vil,*' Heb. ii. 14. " By the blood of his crofs,

*' he fpoiled principalities and powers, and tri-

<< umphed over them," Col. ii. 15. 4. It imports

freedom from the power of fin, Rom. vi. 6. " Our
" old man was crucified with CHRIST, that the

" body of fin might be deflroyed ; that henceforth

" we fhould not ferve fm :" upon which it follows,

*« He that is dead, namely with CHRIST, is freed

" from fin," verfe 7. And " fin fhall not have do-

•' minon over you," verfe 14. 5. It imports inhe-

rent holinefs, or fandification, Col. i. 21. " You
** who were fometimes enemies in your minds, now
*' hath he reconciled, in the body of his flefh,

*• through death, to prefent you holy," verfe, 22.

Heb,
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Heb. X. 10. '* Wc are faadified through the offer-

•' ing of the body of JESUS CHRIST : Rom.
vi. 18. '' Being then made free from fin, ye be-
" came the fervants of righteoufnefs :'* And that

it was by value of CHRIST'S death, appears by
verfe 8. '' For if we be dead with CHRIST, we (hail

" alfo live with him." It is his blood which '"puro-es

" the confcience from dead works, to ferve the liv-

" ing GOD," Heb. ix. 14. 6. It likewife imports

refurreftion, John, vi. 54, ^^. " I will raife him
" up at the lafh day; for my nefli is meat indeed,"

(that is, as crucified.) CHRIST dying, was the

death of death, (Hof.xiii. 14.) '- In CHRIST
" fhall all be made alive," (2 Cor. xv. 22.) 7. It

further extends to the actual poiTeflion of redeemed

ones with bleilednefs and glory, R.om. viii. 30.
*' Whom, he juflified, them he glorified." Liberty

of entering into the holieft, is by the blood of JE-
SUS, Heb. X. 19. " Thou haft redeemed us to

*' GOD by thy blood," (Pvev. v. 9, 10.) It is the

voice of thofe in heaven. Now, that all thefe are in

Redemption, is evident; and as evident it is, that

Redemption, thus qualified, is not, cannot be, lia-

ble to fruftration, for it brings us to heaven ; and

then we are fure be5rond the reach of danger. And
for this it was, that Paul cared not (he need not

care) " to know any thing, in comparifon, but JE-
*' SUS CHRIST, and him crucified," i Cor.

{u 2. It is true, the refurredicn cf CHRIST,
his afcenfion, fitting at GOD's right hand, and

interceflion, have their refpeclive influence into

all thefe glorious privileges and parts of eternal

glory ; but they all fpring from his crucifixion ; if

IT h he
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he had not died, he had not been a prieft for ever,

as he is.

Jrg, II. The end of Redemption cannot be fru-

ftrate, becaufe the righteoufnefs of CHRIST is, at

leaft, as prevalent and efledlual to his feed, as Adam's

tranfgreflioQ was to his. All his pofterity, indeed,

were involved in the curfe ; yet, fo, that there ftill

remained, through the intervention of grace, a poffi-

bility of releafe : but the righteoufnefs of CHRIST
hath fo perfedly recovered and eilabHfhed his feed,

that their juftified ftate can never be loft: and the

reafon is, becaufe grace hath out-done fin, and gone

beyond it; '' grace hath abounded much more,"

(Rom. V. 20.) Which fuper-abounding of grace

cannot refer to the fubjeds of grace, as if they were

more in number than the fubjeds of fin; for fin

came upon all, and grace cannot come upon more

than all: but it is meant of the prevalent efficacy of

grace; and the permanency of its effeds tovv^ards all

that are the fubjeds of it : and thence it is, that

grace is faid to reign through righteoufnefs, and that

to eternal life, Rom. v. 21.

Jrg. III. If the end of CHRIST'S death might

poffibly befruftrate, as poffibly might the main end

of GOD's making the world fufter difappointment.

All things were made for himfelf ; and by this fcale

they afcend to him; the world for the eled, and the

eled for CHRIST ; and CHRIST for GOD. All

his works praife him : but above all, that of Re-

demption, as of highefl note and eminency. Moil

confpicuoufly doth the glory of GOD (hine forth in

the face of CHRIST as dying, and as dying for

fuch an end, namely, the falvation of his people. It

is
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]s die chief of the ways of GOD, the very meridian

and height of his glory (not eflential, but manifef-

tive), both in this world, and that to come. Re-

demption was defigned to glorify all the divine at-

tributes ; it therefore behoved fo to be laid, that of

all his delignments, this might be fure io fucceed :

for do but fubtradl the furenefs of its effect, and

leave his redeemed in a periOiable condition, and it

draws a blemilh, inftead of beauty, upon all the di-

vine attributes. For, I. Theend of GOD's fetting

forth CHRIST as a propitiation, was to declare his

righteoufnefs in the '* remiffion of fins," (Rom,

iii.25. ) which it does doubly, i. That without

{atisfadion, fin could not juftly be remitted. 2. That

fatisfadion being given, it could not juftly be im-

puted, (chap, viii.34.) But if thofe for whom fa-

tisfadion has been given, (hould not be juftified and

faved, divine juftice would be as liable to impeach-

ment, as if they had been faved without : and fo,

the thing defigned for the honour of his righteouf-

nefs, would turn to its difparagement, 2. It would

not accord with the love and goodnefs of GOD to-

wards his eled;, that that which was meant for their

recovery, and was alfo a price well worthy their ran-

fom, fhould poilibly turn to their deeper condemna-

tion ; for fo it muft, if they be not effeftually faved,

(John, iii. 19.) This could not be that pleafure of

the LORD, which fliould profper in die hands of

CHRIST. 3. It Vv'ould ^ot be according to the

faithfulnefs and truth of GOD, that CHRIST
Ihould fail of that he was promifed, and earneilly

looked for, as the fruit of his fuiTering ; which was
^* a feedtofervehim," (lia. iiii. 10.) Thethoughts

H h 2 of
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of which were matter of complacency to him from

everlafting, (Prov. viii. it.) But if thofe he died

for, fbould not only abide in the fame condemnation

he came to deHver them from, but under a much

forer vengeance than if he had not undertaken for

them : how grievous would it be to him, and contra-

didious to the faithfulnefs of GOD! 4. Another

end of Redemption was, that the manifold wifdom

of GOD might fliine forth in the fight of angels

and men. " CHRIST crucified is the wifdom of

" GOD," (i Cor. i. 24.) But if it were fo con-

trived, that the thing chiefly defigned might poffi-

bly mifcarry, it would be no illuftration of wifdom.

Will on'e of common prudence part with his jewels

and choicefl treafure, and leave his purchafe know-

singly under hazard ? Men, indeed, may pofTibly

wafte their eftates in trials and effays that come to no-

thing; but did they forefee the event, they would

not fo expofe their prudence to reproach. 5. The

greatnefs and power of GOD would fufFer an eclipfe,

if it were in the ^^ower of creatures to defeat his moft

wife and holy defignments : and hinder the accom-

plillTment of his greatefh work. What would the

Egyptians fay, but that he deftroyed them, becaufe

not able to go through with that he undertook ?

Lajtly^ if the end of CHRIST'S death might poffi-

bly be fruftrate, then that bleifed projed for glorify-

ing the grace of GOD might poffibly be difan-

nulled and come to nothing; for none but faved ones

do, or can, glorify that grace.

Arg. IV. Another argument for. the fure effecls

of CHRIST'S death, is, that he hath the manage-

ment of the whole work committed to himfelf ; as

well
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well the. application of Redemption, as the procure-

ment of it. He is the repofitorjr, root, and treafury,

wherein all the benefits of Redemption are laid up;
and the great Almoner by whofe hand they are dif-

penfed. Adam was no more a public perfon after

his fall : the new fcock was not intrufced with him,
but put into the hands of CHRIST, who will give a
better account of it.

Jrg. V. There is nothing wanting to our LORD
and Redeemer, which might any way conduce to

the final completement of his work. Ther? are five

things m.ainly requifite to make a great undertakino-

fuccefsful, namely, .authority, fcrength, underftand-

ing, courage, and faithfulnefs : all which the Cap-

tain of our falvation is cminendy invefled with:

" The Father loveth the Son, and hath given all

" things into his hands,** (John iii. ^i^.)

1. Authority: he was appointed to his oflice (for,

as Mediator, the Father is greater than he): *' He
" came not of himfelf, but the Father knt him,"

(John ix. 42.) He w^as '' called of GOD," (Heb. v.

4, 5.) It was laid on him, and undertaken by him,

in the way of covenant, (Ifa. xlii. 6. ) and confirmed

by an oath, (Heb. vii. 21.) never to be reverfed

;

which alfomay pardy be the meaning of GOD the

Father's fealing him, (John, vi. 27.) '' The go-
*' vernment is laid upon his Ihoulder," (Ifa. ix. 6.)

" He hath the key of David committed to him,"

(Rev. iii. 7.) which fliews the abfolutenefs of his au-

thority : without him, no man can lift up his hand,

or his foot, in all the earth.

2. Strength, or power : thefe cannot be want-

ing to him, if all in heaven and earth be fufficicnt

for
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for it : for this he hath, (Matth. xxviii. i8.) and he

Iiath it to this end, that he might give eternal life

to as many as he undertook for, (John, xvii. 2.)

which if they (hould mifs of, it would be faid that

all his power was not able to fave them. He that

made the world, is furely w^ell able to govern it, and

to over-rule whatever comes into it : he would never

liave fuffered Cm, the only enemy, to invade it, if

Le could not have quelled it at pleafure: their *' Re-
**- deemer is ftrong: the LORD of hofts is his

^^ name; he (liall thoroughly plead their caufe,'*

IJer. I. 14.) He mud "reign until he fli all have

^'^ put all enemies both under his own feet and

" ours," (i Cor. xv. 2.)

3. Understanding, or knowledge: this cannot

be wajiting to him, who is the wifdom of the Father

:

the LORD hath given him the *' tongue of the

^^ learned, that he might fpeak words in feafon to

'^ him that is weary," (Ifa. 1. 4.) He knows his

Vvori<.; v/hat it is; how to efFed it; and who they be

that are concerned in it. i. He knows what his

work is ; it was, in fliort, " to feek and to fave that

*' which was loft :" not to bring them into a falva-

ble condition (as fome fpeak), but to fave them,

and that from their fins, (Matth. i. 21.) He came

to open the blind eyes; and to bore the deaf ears

^

to reftore the withered limbs ; to cleanfe the lepers;

to heal the fick ; to raife the dead ; to cafe out de-

vils ; to preach the gofpel; and to caufe thofe it be-

longs unto to hear and receive it : Jie knows they are

dead, and he knows as well that he is to quickea

them ; and thence we have it in John, v. 25. the

" dead Ihall hear and live :" and chap. x. 1 6, '' Other

" flieep
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" flieep I have ; them alfo mud 1 bring, and they

" (liall hear my voice/* He is alio to keep them,

and to look to them, fo as not one be loft, (John,

xvii. 12, 22. chap. vi. 39.) and, finall)^ to raife

them up at the laft day, and to take them to heaven

with him: all which he is perfedlly acquainted with;

" his work is before him,'* (Ifa. xl. 10.) 2. As he

knows his work, what it is, fo the beft feafon and

method for its performance. He came in the fulneis

of time; when things were ripe for his coming:

He came then when there w^s moft need of him:;

the devil's kingdom at the higheft ; his oracles m
greateft credit ; the world overwhelmed by the Ro-

man power; and the true religion near quite de-

praved among the Jews. It argues a dextrous un-

derftanding, to take an enemy in his ruif, at his

higheft pitch of ftrength and confidence, and throw

him on his back ; to fuccour a diftrefled friend or

ally, when brought under foot, and fet him on his

high places. This the Scripture calls, '' a fbrength-

*' ening of the fpoiled againft the ftrong," (Amos,

V. 9.) and thus doth our LOPs.D JESUS CHRIST,
who is partly, therefore, faid to be of quick under-

ftanding, (Ifa. xi. 3.) In all his undertakings he

deals prudendy, (chap. lii. 13.) And to this it is

that Hannah afcribed fuccefs :
" The LORD is a

" GOD of knowledge, and by him actions .are

" weighed," (i Sam. ii. 3.) He knows who they

are for whom he is to do it. The fruits of his death

are not as things to be given in common ; they fall

not indifferently upon men., as rain upon all forts of

ground : he knows whom lie came to redeem ; not

their number only, but their purfons ; they were all

written



248 A PRACTICAL DISCOURSE

written in his book : and To well is he verfed in it,

that '' he calleth them all by their names, (John,

X. 3.) he does not omit any, nor call one for an-

other : he knows whom the Father hath chofen and

given to him, (chap. xvii. 2. 6.) he can neither for-

get them, nor mifbake them : they are written in his

breafi:, and on the palms of his hands, (If. xlix. 16.)

4. To a great undertaking is required courage or

greatnefs of Ipirit, to confront oppofition, and cut

through diiHculties: and if this be wanting, all

other endowments will fignify little as to fuccefs.

And how was our LORD and Redeemer quahned

as to this! When he was entering into his pafTion

(againft which he prayed, " If it were poffible that

*' cup might pafs from him"), he then needed cou-

rage in the abftrad, and we find that he had it an-

fwerably. In the 50th of Ifaiah, the prophet brings

him in as putting on his armour of proof j
" There-

" fore have I fet my face as a flint, and I know that

*' I fliallnot be confounded," (Ifa. 1. 7.) In the

greatnefs of this his ftrength did he travel through all

thofe contradictions of finners, temptations, re-

proaches, blafphemies, ^r. And when his hour

was come, he did not recoil, nor hide himfelf from

them; no, norfcay till they came where he was, but

goes to meet them, (John, xviii. 4.) And though

he might have had more than twelve legions of an-

gels for aiking, he waves their afliftance, and his

own fmgle perfon undertakes both this world and the

powers of darknefs, yea, and the wrath of his Fa-

ther too, which was much more grievous, and of far

oreater terror than all the reft : and in all this he was

alone, there was none with hims and that an^angel

appeared
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appeared to him from heaven ftrengthening him,

(Luke, xxii. 43.) it was rather a token and part of

his deep humiliation (that the mighty GOD fliould

feem to want, and fo admit the;, proffered fetvice of

his creature), than a leflening of his fufferings. Now
all this was for the procurement of Redemption; and

can he then be wanting to the effeclual application

of it ? he cannot fhrink at the fight of ftraggling

parties, that hath won the pitched battle, and re-

mains abfolute mailer of the field : for this alfo, we

have a fure word of prophecy, " He (hall not fail

" nor be difcouraged, until he have fet judgment
" in the earth,** (Ifa. xlii. 4.)

5. Faithfulness: this alfo is a grand and necef-

fary qualification for an high undertaking; and for

this our Redeemer is alfo fignally eminent. To do the

Father's will, was that he came about from heaven

:

and this was his will, " That of all he had given

*' him, he fhould lofe nothing; but Ihould raife it

" up at the laft day," (John, vi. 38, 39.) that is,*

that he fhould " give them eternal life," (chap.

xvii. 2.) And we find him profeffing, that '* he

" had done it accordingly," (verfe 12.} and that

** he will do it," (ver. 26.) according to his promife

fo often repeated in the 39th, 40th, 44th, 45th verfes

of the 6th of John. And he keeps them in faith-

fulnefs to his truft, namely, " That the Scripture

*' might be fulfilled," (John, xvii. 12.) Judas was

let go, to fall by his own tranfgreffion ; whom doubt-

iefs he could and would have kept, as he did the

reft, had he been, as they were, committed to his

charge: for he gives to everyone according as he

received for them, as is feen by comparing Pfahn

I i - Ixviii.
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Ixviii. 1 8. with Eph. iv. 8. In .the one place it h
faid, " he received gifts for men;" and in the other

(which is a quotation of the former), " he gave gifts

" to men:" thofe, (l^erefore, for whom he received

eternal life, cannot fail of it, unlefs he lliould. fail

of his truft; which, indeed, he cannot do; for,

" he is faithful in all his houfe," (Heb. iii. 5, 6.)

and that as a Son ; and joint intereft, you- know, is

a natural and prevalent obligation to faithfulnefs. If

any {hould offer to difpoflefs him, he would anfwer

asNaboth didAhab; ":GOD forbid that I fhould

*' part with the inheritance of my fathers," ( i Kings,

xxi. 3.) And this faithfulnefs further appears, in

that he makes it a main part of his bufinefs, now in

heaven, to have this work perfected;. " he everliveth

" to make interceflion for them," (Heb. vii. 25.)

There is great weight put upon this, in Rom. viii.

34. " Who is he that condemneth ? It is CHRIST
" that died ;. yea, rather, that is rifen again—who
^' alfo maketh interceflion for us:" and the fum of

his prayer is, that thofe given to him might be

kept from evil; that they might be one in the Fa-

ther and himfelf ; and that they may be *' where he
*' is, to behold his glory," (John, xvii. 24. 21.15.)

Now, then, ii^^he falvation of thofe he died for was

the end of his death ; and the price that he paid

well worthy the purchafe : if it be the Father's will

^ha.t they fliould be faved: if alfo this falvation be

the thing for which he prays, *' and whatfoever he
" afkethof GOD, he will give it," (John, xi. 22.)

it needs muft follow, " that the intent of his death

*' cannot be fru Urate."

Yet
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Yet does not this^ truth go unoppofed ; not for

any fault of its own, but that it. will not give place

to another, "which unduely affedls the pre-em'*;ence.

Denied in terms it is not ; no#^ will fay diredly,

that CHRIST'S intent in dying may be fruftrated:

but, that intent of his is fo narrowed by fome, and

fo clogged with conditions, as would bring it to no-c

thing. The rife whereof, or its ufe, I underftand

not^ but fuppofe that neceffity drove to it (for want

of a better ), to fliore up the general point. I thought,

at firft, of no objedion here: but, having fince

found this in the way, I w^ould put it in the facred

balance, and try its weight. The fum alledged is

this.

Obj. That the intent of CHRIST'S death was

only to bring men into a falvable ftate; with fuch

means and helps as will bring them to falvation, if

they will ufe them : and that any are not faved, is

from their unbelief.

Anfzv. I. That unbelief is the condemning fin,

needs no proof: but men's not believing in CHRIST
is not the only, .or firft- procuring caufe of their

condemnation j but their apoftacy and rebellion

againfl GOD-: although the condemnation of thofe

who believe not^ is greatly aggravat<?«i by rejeding

the remedy; as one condemned for treafon, refufing

his pardon, that refufai is, indeed, the next and im-

mediate caufe of his execution, and perhaps Ihall

heighten the rigour of it; but his treafonable prac-

tice was the liril procuring caufe of his death

;

which alfo he fliould have fuffered for, if no fuch

pardon had been offered. There will need no accu-

lation fronvCHRlST to jutlify the condemnation Kii

I i 2 fmners

;
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finners : Mofes, whofe law they have broke, fhall

witnefs againft the Jews ; and the law of nature

agair *' die Gentiles. That faith is the one thing

pecellary on our par|^ in order to our being faved, is

a foundation truth, and moft neceflary to be known:

and as true it is, that this faith adds nothing of me-

rit or virtue to the crofs of CHRIST. Where men

are faid to be juftified or faved by faith, it is meant

of the objed; of faith, and not of the adt, though

not without it. For as bread muft be eaten, and

taken in, before it can nouridi; fo mufi: the righte-

oufnefs of CHRIST be apprehended by faith, be-

fore we can be juftified by it. But as the adion of

eating or chewing is not the matter or fubftance of

of our nourifliment, but the bread we eat; fo nei-

ther is our ad of believing, but the righteoufnefs of

CHRIST alone, apprehended by faith, the matter of

our juftification. But,

2. Why (hould Redemption depend on a fove-

reign power to bring about its end } Why fliould fo

great a thing be left in the hands of a human arbi-

trement, to fucceed, or be defeated at the pleafure

of a perverfe will r That CHRIST fliould'die, ought

rather to have been conditional, and not the falvation

of thofe he (hould die for; and fo, in prudence,

fliould have been deferred until the end of the

world, to fee if any fruit w^ould come of it ; and if

nor, then not to die at all : for why (hould he die in

vain ? But that CHRIST fhould die, and at that

very time when he did, was /fore-determined of

GOD, and confirmed with an oath; whereby it was

made neceffary, and impoflible to be reverfed. It

could not, then, ftand with the wifdom or truth of

GOD^
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GO®, that the end of his death (liould pofTibly mif-

carry, or be fruflrable; which it muft be obnoxious

to, if dependent on the human will; a thing fo lie-

kle and uncertain, that it knovys not this moment
what it will do, or pitch upon the next; bclides a

natural antipathy to the thing itfelf : but evident it is,

that the end has the fame infurance as the means,

namely, decree, promifes, and oath. And now,

(ball fo great folemnity, and expedation upon it,

evaporate into contingency ? CHRIST was promifed

a feed to ferve him, and fuch a fight of the travail

.of his foul, as fliould fatisfy him : That he*' fhould

" dividethefpoil with the ftrong," (Ifa. liii. 10, 11.)
*' That the heathen fhould be his inheritance,*'

(Pfal. ii. 8.) *' That kings fliould fee and arife;

" princes alfo fhould worlhip,'' (Pfal. xlix. 7.)

" and his enemies become his footftool,'* &c, (Pfal.

ex. I.) And this, as a reward of his fufferings;

and he fits in heaven, expeding undl it be done,

(Heb. X. 13.) And now, Ih^ll lapfed creatures

ufurp a negative vote to their Sovereign's will } (hall

it be at their pleafure, whether he wdio is heir of all

things fliall pofTefs his patrimony ? fhali fmful dufl

fo arrogate to itfelf, as to fay. My Creator's will

fliall be done, fo mine may be the flandard of it ?

Shall thofe ftatutes of heaven, in favour of the con-

ditional dodrine, run thus } The ftrong man armed

fliall be fpoiled and caft out, if he will : The heathen,

whofe god is the devil, fliall renounce- him, and

turn tenants to CHRIST, if he will confent to it,

and they alfo think it their intercft : Kings and prin-

ces fliall arife and v/orfhip him, if their own gran-

deur will bear it ; and enemies become his footitool,

in
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in cafe they be free to fubmit to It, ^c. Who
would not tremble to hear fuch indignities put upon

CHRIST?
3. There was no reafon why CHRIST, the Son

of GOD, lliould die for fo fmall a purchafe, as to

make men but conditionally falvable : that the great-

cfl thing in the world fliould be hung on fo weak a

pin as would riot bear the weight of an apple. I call'

It a fmall purchafe, becaufe they had more than this.'^

in Adam : they had then a pure freedom of will,

%yi'thout bias to evil. But now, fay you, they^are

helped by motives and arguments from the danger

they are in, and the benefits attainable by changing

their courfe : but what are thefe as the cafe flands ?

i¥hat motives will move, while infenfible of that

dano-er, and ignorant of the benefits propofed? Such

motives alfo they had before, and more amply than

iiow ; inafmuch as the prefefit fenfe of a happy con-

dition was more attraclive and prevalent to keep it,

than the mere propofal of a diftant and unknown

privilege can be to attain it (for of thmgs unknown,

men" are ri-Qt defirous) ; efpecially when things that

are more fuitable to prefent fenfe are theirs in poiief-

fion ; and to leave thefe for thofe they underftood

not, is contrary to their reafon : they fee neither

danger nor privilege, and therefore defpife both.

Or if" they have ikin-deep conviclions at times, the

prefent content they dream to have in their lufls,

carries them head-long, as with wind and tide.

' 4. If rational motives and argumentations were of

that weight and efficacy for the working of faith, as

-fome have pretended ; then thofe of the largefh en-

ciowments of nature (liould be the mod capable fub-

jeds
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je6ts>, and mod likely to be wrought upon. But do

any of the Pharilees believe on him ? 'Do not the

princes of worldly wifdom account the preaching oi

the crofs fooliOinefs ? Do we not fee men of renown

for human fapience, highly pretending to moral

fan(flity, and highefl: flown in their free-will princi-

ples, neverthelefs to defpife the ways of holinefs ; yea,

defpoiiing CHRIST himfelf of his deity, ancj the

Chriftian religion of its chiefeft glory ? Nothing

more plain to common obfervance ! furely,. then, it

could not be reafonable, that this glorious Redemp-
tion fliould lie at the mercy of a perverfe will ; fince

that is the thing which hath letted, and will kt,

until it be taken out of the way. CHRIST was but

once delivered to the wills of men, and then they

crucified him, (Luke, xxiii. 24.) and ever fince

they crucify hi^ crofs. *' Had they known him.,

" they would not have crucified the LORD of

" glory," (i Cor. ii. 8,) but fo it is in the wifdom

of GOD, that " the world by wifdom know not
'* GOD," (chap. i. 21.) The wiiciom of men ne-

ver was the author of faith, either to themfelves, or

others, (chap. ii. 5.) the preaching of the crofs is to

the Jewifli legaliftsaflumbling-block, (chap. i. 23.)

and foolilhnefs to the rational philoiopher, and thofe

at Athens, ( Ad:s, xvii. 11.) ,

5. Condi TioNALiTY will not confort with the

fcope of CHRIST'S Redemption, nor yet with the

nature of the bondage it refers unto : it is fumma-

rily termed, the bondage of corruption: in parcels,

it bears the name of blindnefs, darknefs, death,

hardnefs, unbelief, enmity, &c\ And, that deli-

verance from thcfe was the very fcope and end of

Redemp-
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Redemption, might be made out particularly: I

(hall inftance only two or three generals :
*' For this

•* purpofe the Son of GOD was manifefted, that

*' he might deflroy the works of the devil," ( i John,

iii. 8.) *' Our old man was crucified with CHRIST,
*' that the body of fm might be deflroyed," (Rom.

vi. 6.) " GOD fent his own Son, in the likenefs of

" liftful flefh, and for fm, condemned fm in the

*' fiefli," (chap. viii. 3.) Which texts, left they

might feem defedive for want of univerfaHty, that

alfo is fupplied in Tit. ii. 14. " Who gave himfelf

*' Tor us, that he might redeem us from all ini-

*' quity,'* Ephef. v. 25, 26, 27. CHRIST gave

himfelf for the church, that he might fanclify and

cleanfe it, " and prefent it to himfelf a glorious

*' church, not having fpot or wrinkle, or any fuch

*' thing.'* But was it not a thing in defign only,

and liable to fruftration ? No, it was determined and

fixed: for^ *' he fhall redeem Ifrael from all his ini-

" quities,'' (Pfal.cxxx. 8.) and the blood of JE-

SUS CHRIST his Son '' cleanfeth us from all lin,'*

(i John, i. 7.) it is fpoken of in the prefent tenfe, as

a thing ftill and always in doing. And this all here

muft be taken univerfallyj becaufe, if not faved

from all, it would be, in the end, as if faved from

none: one mite left on the fcore, binds over to

wrath ; efpecially unbehef, (John, iii. 18.) Why
then fliould they of all the reft be exempted or de-

puted? is ir, that we think faith fo eafy a matter,

that we need not trouble our mafter about it ? Few

believers have found it fo : or do we think ourfelves

better able to deal with our own hearts, or truer to

our intereft than he? It is our hearts deceitfulnefs

that
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that makes us think fo: or fliall we impofe upon

CHRIST fomething of ours to increafe his merits,

or to make them effedual? He abhors it; for " if

" ye be circumcifed, CHRIST fliall profit you no-

*' thing,'* (Gal. v. 2.) or do weafpire to fit on his

right hand in the glory of Redemption : I know

not what it is; but am fure, that fomething not

right lies in the bottom, though unfeen. For fmce

the honour of Redemption lies in faving from fin,

he that faves from unbelief, which is the capital,

fliares deepefl: in that honour : unbelief is the lock

of our chain and bondage; and till that be unflior,

there is no getting loofe. CHRIST'S Redemption

is not like thofe laws of men, who hold the fmall,

but let the great ones break through : no, Redemp-
tion aims at the head, and it was fo defigned from

the firft, (Gen. iii. 15.) But how are men faved

from unbelief ? is it their own ad, or another's ? if

their own, then it is of works: which will not con-

fort with grace, (Rom. iv. 4. and chap. xi. 6.) if

another's, that otl^er does it either abfolutely, or

conditionally: if abfolutely, the objedion ceafes: if

conditionally, what was the condition of it ? It could

be nothing in us before we believed ; for *' whatfoever

" is not of faith, is fin," (Rom. xiv. 23.) It

mufh then be for another caufe, and without condi-

tion, and that can be only Redemption itfelf, for no-

thing elfe can pretend to it ; and the pretenfions of

that are good, for CHRIST is exprefsly laid to be

the author of our faith, (Heb. xii. 2.) and the

evangelift John affirms all grace to be out of his ful-

nefs, (John, i. 16.) Paul alfo fliews, that CHRIST
apprehends us, m^t becaufe we do, but that we

iviight apprehend him, (Phil. iii. 12.) And further,

K k *< the
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*' the HOLY GHOST (who is the immediate ope-

*' rator of all grace) is Ihed upon us, through

" JESUS CHRIST our Saviour," (Tit. iii. 6.) That

faith which is not from CHRIST intireiy, as its au-

thor and root, will never lead the foul to CHRIST
as its objedt and centre. But methinks the dodlrine

of conditional Redemption fhould be for ever fi-

lenced, by that one declaration of our Saviour him-

felf, " I am found of them that fought me not,"

(Ifa. Ixv. I.)

Now fliall this truth be yielded, namely, that

CHRIST'S Redemption made an end of (in ? or

fhali we fay, that our old man was crucified all but

his vital parts ? that all the v^orks of the devil are

deftroyed, except his mailer- piece? that Ifrael is re-

deemed from all his iniquities, fave only the worfL

and moil condemning ? Does the Scripture fpeak

fallaciouily ? or does vain man deal deceitfully in his

covenant ? I would afk (with great ferioufnefs, for

the matter requires it), what good (hall Redemption

do us, if it fave only from fomt iins, and not from

all? or if from all excepting unbelief ? this would

too much refemble a pardon for petty trefpafles

(petty in comparifon), while the guilt of our treafon

lies ilill upon us : to purchafe falvation upon terms

of believing, without purchafmg faith alfo, is too

like an undertaking to cure a man of his phrenfy,

upon condition he will be ibber : what will they do,

who content themfelves with fuch a Redemption as

this ?

Lafi/y, Consider Redemption in its type: the

people's fins, under the law, had not been expiated

by the facrifice, without fprinkliiig the blood -, and

it
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It was not themfelves that fprlnkled it, but the prleft :

and can we then think, that CHRIST fhed his

blood for thofe on whom he will not fprinkle it ? that

he will not give a little faith to thofe he died for,

when-as without that, all that he doth befides will

not prolit them ? hath he wrought fo great a deliver-

ance for his fervants, and now (hall they die for

t4iirfl? (Judges, xv. 18.) It is impofTible that his

love fliould be fo cooled (fmce his going to heaven),

as to be indifferent touching the travail of his foul

:

Ihallhe perilh for whom CHRIST died, for want of

a good word ? efpecially when that word can be fpo-

ken effedually by no body elfe : if any fay, he would,

but they will notj I anfwer, this will-not is their un-

belief, and the great thing they are to be faved from 3

he that is faved from that, is faved every whit; and

this CHRIST is to do by making them willing: a

will to believe, is believing; and in the day of his

power they find it. And for any to fay, that a will to

believe is not purchafed by CHRIST, and effedually

applied by him, but dep.^ids on fomething to be done

by men, is a great derogation to the merit of his

fufferings : it is, in effedl, tofteal a jewel from our

fovereigii's crown, and to wreath it on a fooFs cap.

Inferences.

Infer. I. The impofTibility of fruflrating the end

of CHRIST'S death, is a manifeft proof and argu-

ment of peculiar Redemption. For if the falvation

of thofe he died for, was the end .of his dying, and

the intent of his death cannot be fruftrate, then he

had not in his eye and defign the i'alvation of thofe

that are not faved,

K k 2 Inj€t\
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Infer. II. Take heed what you hear, and how.

Beware of thofe dodrines which tend to enervate the

covenant of grace ; reducing it to a covenant of

works, or fomewhat more difficult : a principal one

is, that which makes Redemption conditional, and

dependent upon fomething to be done by men,

which CHRIST is not the doer of: of its evil con-

fequences I fliall mention two.

1. It bereaves us of that folid ground of comfort

(for the joy of the LORD is our ftrength) which

the abfolutenefs of Redemption intends and offers to

us, expofmg our naked fkin to every blaft of tempta-

tion. Who can promife the {landing of that fabrick

which refts on a doubtful foundation.^ To build hay

and ftubble on the rock, has not half that danger in

it, as gold and filver on the fand. The one fliall

be faved, though with difficulty; the other lofes

both his work and himfelf : for let Redemption be

never fo firm and folid in itfelf, if yet its {landing

and efficacy depend upon that which is fleeting and

vjnfixed, the ground of our confidence is gone: It

is like thofe pumps that have water within, but

yield you none, unlefs you firfh put in fome of your

own, which yet ye have not; (like Jacob's well, but

nothing to draw with.) But for men to annex con-

ditions, is to offer a bar to their own pardon ; and,

inflead of amendment, to add a deftrudlive pro-

vifo to the bill of free grace : that paradox of the

preacher feems pertinent here; " Be not righteous

" over much, neither make thyfelf over wife: why
'' fliouldd rhou deflroy thyfelf?" Ecclef. vii. i6.

2. To make Redemption dependent on our filth,

anributes to created grace and honour v*^hat is due

only
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only to CHRIST, which redeemed ones fhould be

very tender of. Was he alone in the obtainment of

Redemption, and fliall we think he needs a coad-

jutor in its application ? Shall we impute to that glo-

rious atchievement, a need of our help to make it

fuccefsful ? No, whatever graces ye have, you muft

thank Redemption for them, and not them for your

being redeemed. The whole conftellation fhines by

a borrowed light ; they have none of their own, but

what the Sun of Righteoufnefs communicates to

them. Haft thou faith ? Have it to thyfelf, and

know it for thy good; take it as an effed and evi-

dence, but not as the caufe of your intereft in Re^
demption. Each grace is of ufe in its place, and

beautiful; as each ftar hath an orb of its own; and

to move out of that, is to break the harmony of the

fpheres : even gofpel graces legalized, lofe their ex-

cellency. I muft fay to faith 17. this cafe. Friend,

fit down lower; this place belongs to your author;

you are Redemption's creature; from that you had

your birth: and in that you live and move; ye are

welcome as a gueft, yea, as a chief ruler of the feaft,

though not as the bridegroom's compeer. But true

faith, and unclouded, is more ingenuous than to in-

cur fuch a rebuke.

I}?fer. III. If all merit and grace be virtually in

Redemption, and thence difpenfed by the hand ot

our Redeemer himfelf ; this yields both a friendly

reproof, and diredion together : reproof to expect-

ancy any where eife; and direction to poor thirfting-

fouls, where and how to be fatisfied. Undone you

are in yourfelves, that ye find ; and would gladly

put this ruin under the hand of CHRIST, (lia.

iii. 6.)
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ill. 6.) as one that is able to repair it. Thus far ye

aye right: but fomething you feek in yourfelf that

may flrengthen your hope, and induce his favour to

j.'ou. Away with fuch pretences, and flee to your

Redeemer as 3'ou are ; tor " from him alone is that

'' fruit to be found," (Hof xiv. 8.) Be as fenfible of

your deformity and unworihinefs as you can, and

walk humbly under the fenfe of it; but let it not

llacken your pace, nor abate your hope. If any

thing may render you worthy, that is, a fuitable ob-

ject: of mercy, it is your coming boldly to the throne

ef grace with all your unworthinels about you. It is

a difguftful modeily to be (liy inaccepting'fromthofe

above us : it looks as if we would not be thought to'

need their kindnefs; or elfe, as if we thought they

^^jieeded our requital; or, at leail, as if we were unwil-

lirj:g to be obliged to them: much more unbecom-

ing it is, to be backward in accepting the offers of

grace from fo great a penbn as our Lord and Re*

dcemer. O, the unnaturainefs of our natural hearts,

even to our own good! We are pitiful objeds of

charily: all fulnefs is in CHRIST, and may be had

for going for ; and yet, asif he wanted cl ients, he is fain to

make proclamation; "Ho! everyone that thirfteth,

'' comeve to the waters; and he that hath no money,"

(Ifa. iv. I.) and, " if any man thirft, let him come
*' to me and drink," (John, vii,. 37.) Great things

are proffered; and what is the price? Nothing; it

is but come and take : and yet this nothing will be

found to be fomething; yea, a thing both of the

grcateil moment and diiiiculty : it is one of

the hardeft matters under the fim to become no-

thing ( nothing in curlelves), and to fiv diredly to

CHRIST, that ,wc may be fomething: but go to

him
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him even for this. Had the prodigal deferred his re-

turn till he had better clothes on his back, and a vi-

fage more like the fon of fuch a father, rags mufl ftill

have been his cloathlng, and huiks his entertain-

ment. Do but confider how it is; JESUS CHRIST
calls you, becaufe you are blind, to come to him for

eye-falve; and you will not go until you can fee bet-

ter: you are naked, and he calls you to come and

receive change of raiment; and you will not go un-

til better arrayed : he offers you gold, for he knows

your poverty, and you will not take It, until you

have fomething of_^ your own to give for it, o^c.

Look over it again, and fee if this be handfomc

dealing either with yourfelf or him. It is free grace

in Redemption that is to be glorified; but Ibme-

thing of your own would lefTen your need of

CHRIST, and lower your efteem of his grace; nay,

it would be a means to keep you from him, as farms

and oxen did the invited guefts from the wedding

fupper. Confider further, no man was ever ac-

cepted of CHRIST for what he brought to him

:

they are beft welcome that bring nothing, and yet

exped all things. What did you give to CHRIST,
or what did you for him, or even can, that might

move him to die for you ? Yea, to be made lin and

a curfe for you ? Did he go into hell to fetch you

thence, and pawn his 'foul (his precious foul) for

your ranfom ? And can you think that he will flick

at petty matters? Defervedly may you and I be up-

braided with, '' O fools, and flow of beart to be-

*' Jieve !'* He knows we have nothing, and would

have us know that he knows it; and withal that he

hath ail things for us: and, for our invincible en-

courage-
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couragement, that all things are ours in a way oP

right; his purchafe hath made them fo : we are his

invited guefls, and fliall not need to bring our feat

or provifion with us. I (liall add but- one confidera-

tion more ; namely, whether your keeping off from

CHRIST, until fit for his prefence (as ye term it),

be the way to better your ftate : fearch, and fee, if

fomething like pride be not at the bottom : fome-

thing you would have, ere you come, that might

render you acceptable ; and that you can have only

from him; and you cannot have it, but by coming

without it. Redemption hath in it infinite treafures

of what we want; and our Redeemer is infinitely

more pleafed to give them forth, than we to receive

them. Think, therefore, you are always hearing

that joyful found, " Come unto me, all ye that la-

*' bour, and are heavy laden, and I will give you
*' reft,'* (Matth. xi. 28.) ** and him that cometh
*' unto me, I will in no wife caft out," (John,

vi. 37.)

Infer. IV. This gives to believers the highefl en-

couragement in their fpiritual conflid. " For if

*' our old man was crucified with CHRIST, that

*' the body of lin might be deflroyed," and the in-

tent of his death cannot be fruflrate, then " fm fhall

" not have dominion over you," (Rom. vi. 6. 12.

22.) than which there is nothing more fortifies our

faith in fighting againft fm; nothing more comforts

the foul '* concerning the work and toil of his

"' hands," (Gen. v. 29.) For, to take away fm

being the end of Redemption ; to make the work

fure, CHRIST himfelf was made fin, imputatively,

not inherently : all the fins of thofe he died for, met

on
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on him ; he and they were fo incorporated, as not to

be feparated by death; fin could not die, unlefs

Christ died ; Christ could not die without

being made fin; nor could he die, but fin muftdie
with him: whole CHRIST, both Head and mem-
bers univerfally, were all crucified together, and they

all rofe together; all, excepting fiti, and that he

left in his grave; and let us remember it is there.

So that now, we have nothing to do, in comparifon,

but to take the prey; for the enemy is beaten to our

hands: Eleazar flew, and the people returned after

him only to fpoil, (2 Sam. xxiii. to.) and fo it is

liere: and herein is that faying verified, " One fow-
" eth, and another reapeth," (John, iv. 37.) Our
bufmefsnow is to difplay our general's trophies; to

tell of his vidories; and prepare ourfelves for his

triumph, that we may be fuitable attendants on him,

at that glorious and longed-for day.

There are flraggling parties, indeed, who vvatch

for our halting; and feldom, elfe, can they have

iadyantage againft us: but their heart is broke; and

if followed in our Captain's vid:orious name, they

will fiill be recoiling; nothing daunts them more
than to fee you fland to it. Your adverfary would

make^you a bridge of gold, or any thing, even to

the half of his kingdom, fo you would found a re-

treat, or fpeak np more in that name, " Gird up,

" therefore, th^ loins of your mind;" let an holy

magnanimity polTefs you ; as knowing your confliA

iliali end in your being crowned. You run not for

an uncertainty, therefore fight not as they that beat

the ai;-: for it is neverthelefs true, that your enemy

is ftubborn, and your conftant purfuit will make

L 1 him
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him defperate; fince he may not have quarter, he

will do ail he can not to die alone; he will ftand on

his flumps when his legs are off, or lie on his back

and fight : for his malice is implacable ; he will ne-

ver give over, until quite out of breath : which yet

he will not be quite without, while we have any ; wq

expire together. But here lies the odds, that we,

dying in the confii61:, fhall rife again with marks of

honour, and our laurel hold green to eternity, yea,

we fliall fit with our glorious Captain in his tri-

umphal chariot, (Rev. iii. 21.) But our enemy lies

in eternal filence, and his name forgot; or remem-

bered only to greaten our exultation and glory : only,

as before, be fure you fland to it; fet your face as a

flint, as your Lord and Mafter did: and know^

that as he was not confounded, fo neither Ihall you :

all that he had, you have on your fide, and the me-

rit of his improvement added to it : what power the

Father gave to him, he delegates to you , even a
*' power over all the power of the enemy:'' as it

were an antidote or fuperfedeas, to invalidate all

that comes againft you. Wherefore then fliould

you doubt ? though they come about you like bees,

*' in the name of the LORD you- fhall deftroy

*' them,'* (Pfal. cxviii. 12.) Remernber the ad-

vantages you have; befides the braifing of your ene-

my's head, and that incurably, your own Head is in

heaven ; and he is there as on a mount, to behold

both yours and your enemy's pofture, and to fend ir^

. relief, which " he never fails to do at a dead lift,"

(Ifa. xli. 17. chap. xxv. 4.) And " he makes in-

*' tercefhon for 'you," (Heb. vii. 25.) While you

are lighting, his hands are up, and never weary, and

therefore
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therefore you may be confident of fuccefs. It was

by virtue of his prayer that Peter's faith did not

fail, when there was but a hair's breadth between

him and death: the devil winnowed, but CHRIST
Hood by, and'' held tlie wind in his fift," (Prov.

XXX. 4. Jer. xxxi. 11.) But,

Lafily^ Suppose you be foiled j things go not

with you as they were wont, or as you expeded ; and

that cafts you back in your faith; makes you cry

out, *' If it be fo, why am I thus? (Gen. xxv. 22.)

Here the LORD fays to you (as once to his fervant

Jofliua), " Get thee up; wherefore liefl thou thus

" difcouraged upon thy face,** (Jo(h. vii. 10.)

There is fomething to be done: find out the trou-

blerof thy peace, and give it no quarter; and if it

be too hard for thee, as certainly it will, call in

the mercy promifed in Pfal. xii. " For the oppref-

'' fion of the poor, for the fighing of the needy,

'' now will I arife, faith the LORD, and fet him in

'f fafety from him that puffeth at him," (verfe 5.)

And then go on with your work : let nothing flop

you of your boafting in this region, this upper region

of the grace that is in CHRIST JESUS : in that

let your flrength be renewed, the journey elfe will

be too great for you, ( i Kings, xix. 7, 8.) and in that

flrength foar aloft ; take the wings of that eagle,

and mount towards heaven, above all the fmoak and

dufl, both of felf-ability and felf-weaKuefs. Make

your " boaft of GOD all the day long : in the LORD
" have I righteoufnefs and ftrength :" Of myfelf I

^can do nothing; but through CHRIST (the flrength

I have from his Redemption) nothing Ihall be too

L 1 2 hard
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hard for me. " O death, where is thy fting? O
" hell, where is thy vidory? The fting of death is

" fin, and the ftrength of fin is the law :
but

« thanks be unto GOD, who giveth us the viftory,

'* through our LORD JESUS CHRIST. Amen,''

(i Cor. XV. 55, 56,57.)



OF

EFFECTUAL CALLING.

nnH E doarine of Calling (which I term Effeaual,

to diflinguifh it from that which is outward

only, and prevails not) refpeds the means whereby,

and the manner how, GOD's eled are adually pre-

pared for that falvation he hath chofen them to : it is

GOD's revealing his Son in them ; and he doth it

by theHOLY GHOST, whofe office it is to fa'ndify

whom the Father hath eleded, and CHRIST re-

deemed, (iPet. i. 2. Jude, verfe i.) Thefe three

adts of grace are peculiar to the three perfons of the

facred Trinity refpedively, and are all predicated of

the famefubjedls; and that as a party fele6t, and dif-

tinguifhed from others : they are " chofen out of

'' the world,'* (John, xv. 19.) *' redeemed from

*' among men," (Rev. xiv. 4.) and taken " from

*' among the Gentiles," (Ads, xv. 14.)

Next to the glory of his grace, and the honour

of his Son, the LORD hath placed the bleffednefs of

his chofen as the principal fcope and end of all he

bath done in the world, or will do. It could not,

therefore,
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therefore, ftand with his holy wifclom, to leave thofe

.he was pleafed to choofe unto falvation, to the con-

dud of their own underftanding and will, with fuch

means and helps as they have in common with other

men, and thereon to fufpend the whole of his great

defign ; for by fuch a courfe it would not only be

liable to fruflration, but be certainly defeated. For

prevention whereof, and that the purpofe of his

grace might ftand, he hath made it of the fubftance

of predeftination, to prepare and apply the means,

as well as to appoint the end; which in facred lan-

guage is termed a *' giving of all things pertaining to

" life and godlinefs," (zPet. i. 3.)

The fum of what I intend on the prefent fubjeft

. is comprifed in the following propofition, namely,

Prop, That whatever things are requifite to fal-

vation, are given of GOD freely to all the

eled; and wrought in them eifedually, by

the divine power, in order to that falvation^-to

which he hath appointed them.

By falvation here, I underftand the faints per^

fed fettlement in bleffednefs and glory : and, by

things requiiite thereto, all thofe gifts, graces, and

operations, that are any way necelTary to their

adual obtainment of that ftate. The divine power,

is that ability of working which GOD hath referved

to himfelf ; and is not moved or governed by the

creature's act, but by the good pleafure of his own

will.

That divers things are requifite to falvation,

needs no proof; my bufinefs therefore is to {hew,

I. What
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L What thefe requifites to falvatloii are.

, IL What root it is they proceed from.

lit. Whom they do belong unto, and by what

right.

IV. The way and martner of GOD*s dlfpenfing

them.

I. What thefe requifites to lalvation are.

They are of three forts ; fome to be done for

US ; fome upon us, or in us ; and others by us ; yet

fo as not without the fpecial aid and affiftance of the

firfl agent, that good SPIRIT who began <he work,

and worketh all in all. The great thing to be done

for us (next after eledion), is redemption from fin

:

this was a work of infinite moment, and as far

above the undertaking of creatures: for, i. The
jufhice of GOD, that muft be fatlsfied, by a bear-

ing the curfe due to tranfgreffors : by this we are

faved from wrathV and without this, divine juflice

will not open the houfe of his prifoners. 2. All righ-

teoufnefs muft be fulfilled by an abfolute perfed fub-

jedion to the law: by this, we are interefted in

eternal life ; and without this, there is no enterins:

into reft. 3. The devil, who had the power of

death, mufl be deftroyed, and his works of darknefs

(by which he leads captive at his will) difTolvedj

that life and immortality might be brought to light,

and the prey deHvered. None of which works

could ever have been effedled, but by one of the

fame nature with the parties peccant or aggrefling,

and yet equal in power and dignity with tl =? majefly

offended i for which caufe and end, "GOD fent

^' forth
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*' forth his Son, made of a woman, and made un-
*' der the law," ^c. (Gah iv. 4, 5.) that what

the law could not do, becaufe of its weaknefs through

the flefli, the Son of GOD, in thelikenefs of finful

ilefh, might perform ; and fo condemn fm in that

fiefh which gave it entrance, (Rom. viii. 3.) This

was the proper fubjedl of the former head, namely.

Redemption: the end of which (partly) was, to

bring in the next fort of things requilite to falvation,

that is, fuch as are to be done upon and in the electa

namely, their reconcilement to GOD, and receiv-

ing the adoption of fons. This is the actual per-

formance of what was intentionally in election, and

virtually in the death of CHRIST, as the necefTary

way and means to their ultimate end. The fum of

thefe requifites confifl in faith and fandification,

(2 Their, ii. 13.) the one imports our right, the

ether our capacity ; faith intitles, and holinefs meet-

ens : both which, though expreffed as two, go al-

ways together, as if but one ; and are as infeparable

as light from the fun : and, without thefe, our little

world would ftill be in darknefs', notwithftanding all

the light that iliines about us, or within us : neither

knowing our danger, nor how to efcape it.

I. Faith. This, in general, is that fpiritual

light in which we fee ourfelves by nature children of

wrath, and wholly unable to change our flate, and

withal, do apprehend " GOD juftifying freely by
" his grace, through the redemption that is. in

'' JESUS CHRIST,'^ (Rom. iii. 24.) and to that

end, do roll ourfelves upon him, and give up our-

felves to his laws and government. It is of the ef-

fence of faith,* to empty the foul of felf-ability.

And,
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And, I, Of its own underflanding: It is a beam
of divine light, which evidenceth all a man's natu-

ral knowledge to be ignorance and darknefs, as to

fpiritual things : the apoflle fpeaks of it, as of a fa-

culty newly given, (i John, v. 20.) and the nature

of its new objeds requires it ; for " the natural man
" cannot difcern the things of GOD," (i Cor. ii,

14.) They that have the bed eyes now, were fome-

times darknefs. Faith empties the foul of its own
righteoufnefs ; i. By difcovering the uncleannefs of

it, (Ifa. Ixiv. 6.) 2. By Ihewing the neceffity of a

better, (Rom, iii. 20.) 3. In whom this better

righteoufnefs is to be found, (chap. x. 4.) 4. That

it may be attained and had, (chap. iii. 21.) 5. That

being attained, the foul is fafe^ and may triumph

overall, (chap. viii. 34. and chap. vii. 25.) 6. That

this better ris;hteoufnefs and its own cannot ftand to-
•

gether, (Gal. v. 2.. Rom. x. 3.) And then, 3. The

next work of faith is, to empty the foul of its own

flrength, that is, of all confidence in himfelf, as to

the obtainment of that better righteoufnefs. He
makes it, indeed, hisbufinefs to be fliutof his own^

and moft gladly would be invefted with the righte-

oufnefs of GOD ; but finds it a matter of tranf-

cendent difficulty: now he is convinced it is no eafy

matter to be faved ; fmce to believe, and to keep the

whole law, are things of an equal facility j that is*

they are both alike impofTible to him^ but nothing,

he knows, is too hard for GOD, and therefore

" takes hold of his flrength,'' (Ifa. xxvii. 5.) To

work this faith in him; and fo, by a faith unfeen,

believes to afaiththat is vifible, (Rom. i. 17.) it is

M m f^lth
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faith that is at work all this while, though the foa-l

knows it not till afterwards.

2. The other grand requifite to falvation, is fanc-

tification, or perfonal inherent holinefs. Juftifica-

tion is by a righteoufnefs imputed ; fan^lification, in-

fufed: the former is firfl: in order of nature; they

commence together in point of time, even a^ light in

t'he air at the fun's approach; or as the reverfing an

outlawry inftantly re-inftates the party in his former

privileges; or as the cancelling a bill of attainder

reflores the blood. Sandification is the divine na-

ture communicated; by which the whole man is ex-

pelled, with his deeds, or rather fubdued and

brought under y for they are not totally nulled in this

lif^ ; only proud flelh is put down from its feat (and

that is^ great matter), its dominion is taken away^

and the feed of GOD enthroned in its ftead : and fo

we are faid " to be tranflated out of Satan's kingdom^
" or government, into CHRlST's," (Col. i. 13.) It

is fometimes called Regeneration, or a being born

again, (John, ili. 3.) the feparating a man from his

wild ftock, and grafting him in the true, (Rom. xi»-

17.) the forming of CHRIST in us, and the law

written in the heart," (Heb. viii. 10.) that is, dif-

poiitions according to GOD, or an heart after his

own. It is alfo termed, " the paffing away of old

" things, and a becoming new of all," (2 Cor. v.

17.) there is a change of priniciples, fcope, and

end of a man's life. Not that the old faculties are

blotted out or deftroyed, but reduced or renewed,

according to the " image of him that createth it,'*

(Col. lii. 10. Rom. viii. 29.) As the body, when
it is regenerated (or raifed again), fhall be the fame

that
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that was Town; but (o changed, and dignified in its

qualities, as if it were another: fo, in the fours re-

generation, the fame underftanding, will, and aftec-

tions do remain ; but quite otherwife difpofed and

qualified, according to the new objedls they are to

converfe with. And this is fo main a requifite to

falvation, that we are not capable of heaven without

it : even the local heaven would not be a place of

happinefs to a foul unfandified : no communion

there without concord ; and that is the reafon why
fpiritual notions are fo difguftful to carnkl men ; and

if they cannot endure the Ihadow, how (hould they

bear the fubftance and thing itfelf ? in this work the

foul is paflive : but being thus quickened by the Spirit

of life from GOD, and fet upon their feet, they are

capacitated for adion^ and now (fay they, as Daniel,

now) " let my LORD fpeak, for thou haft flrength-

*' ened me,'* (Dan. x. 19.) And thenceforth their

work and bufmefs is, '* to walk worthy of the LORD;''
to glorify that grace v^hich hath faved them ; to walk

before GOD in the daily exercife of thofe graces he

hath given them ; and to prefs after perfection, that

is, a ripenefs in grace, or meetnefs for that flate of

glory which all thefe are preparatory to; to fliew

forth his praifes; the virtues of him that hath called

them; making his law their rule, and his glory their

end above all; and all in a way of dutiful gratitude:

for though ye may, and ought to have refpeCt to

your own falvation, peace and comfort; yet (o, as to

fubflitute all to the glory of the grace of GOD :

and take this by the way, to encourage you in your

duty, that the glory of GOD, and his peopl&'s blcil-

jedaefs are fo interwoven, as never to be divided

:

M m 2 while
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while ye keep that mod diredly in your eye and

fcope, your own concerns are mofl currently going

on; they fall in together, and keep in the fame

channel.

II. Whence thefe requifites to falvationdo proceed.

That men might know themfelves to be crea-

tures, it was needful to know the world had a be-

ginning, by whom, and how : and no lefs needful

to know the original of the world renewed.- The

not minding of which, may have been the occafion

of men's afcribing the new creation to the con-

courfe of free-will atoms: which feems at kaft, as

irrational as the contingent coming together of the

vifible frame.

Our prefent inquiry therefore is, touching the

author of faith and holinefs : what root they fpring

from ', who, or what is the efficient caufe of regene-

ration ; what power it is by which the new creature

is formed, and brought forth. Our affertion is, that

the new creature is GOD's workmanfliip, entirely

and alone. This the Scripture feems evident for,

and delivers in pofitive terms in James, i. 17.

" Every good gift, and every perfed gift, is from
*' above, and cometh down from the Father of

*' lights :'* which is fo full an anfwer to the quef-

tion, as one would think admits of no reply. But

being a truth unacceptable to nature, and fuch

ilriving among men to intitle the human power and

will to the fatherhood of this new creation, it mud
be argued : and our argument for it is this ; that the

pew creature mud be wrought, either by a divine

power.
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power, or by a natural power, or by a concurrence

of both together. But,

Firfi, It cannot be wrought by a natural power,

and that for fuch reafons as thefe ;

Arg. \. Because it is acreature; and, of all crea-

tures, the nobleft and moil excellent. All the vir-

tuofi in the world are not able to make an atom

:

they may refine and fublimate things that are, but

cannot give being to the lead thing that is not.

How then fliould the natural man give being to the

new creation } To fuppofe fuch a thing would be

a degrading to the divine nature ; a fetting the image

of the heavenly below that of the earthly : for he

that builds, is worthy of more honour than the

thing that is built by him, (Heb. iii. 3.)

Arg, n. Nothing can afford what it hath not in

itfelf. Now, every foul, in nature, is darknefs, and

poffefTed with an habitual averlion from GOD : but

light is not brought out of darknefs, nor friendfhip

out of enmity : no man will expedl grapes from

thorns ; the product will be according to that of

which it is produced ; every feed will have its

own body, (i Cor. xv. 38.) an evil tree cannot bring

forth good fruit, (Matth. vii. 18.) that which is

born of the fledi is flefh, (John, iii. 6.) and will ne-

ver be better: therefore the new creature, being a

divine thing, cannot be educed of natural principles.

Arg. IlL The natural man is not only void of all

virtue and property that tends to regeneration; but is

oppofite thereto. To be grafted into the true olive-

tree, is contrary to nature, (Rom. xi. 24.) " the

" carnal mind is enmity againft GOD," (Rom.

viii. 7.) and enmity being a principle uncapable of

recon-



278 A PRACTICAL DISCOURSE

reconcilement, it cannot be fuppofed it will help to

deftroy itfelf :
" they will not lb much as feek after

*' GOD, nor take him- into their thoughts," (Pfal.

X. 4.) Satan they follow with natural motion,

(John,viii.44.) but as for the word of the LORD,
they profefs ftoutly, they " will not hearken unto it,*'

(
Jer. xlix. 6.) *' they have loved fhrangers, and after

*' them they wii-1 go," (chap. ii. 25.) So defperately

wicked are the hearts of men, (ch.xvii.9.) they are

even made upof ilelhly lufts, which war againft the

foul, and whatfoever hath refped to his happy reftore-

ment. And this enmity is maintained and animated,

( I.) By the darknefs that is in them ; which all men

in nature are filled with ; or with falfe lights, which

are equally pernicious and obftrudlive to this work :

by reafon whereof, the moil glorious objedts, though

juft before them, are hid from their eyes : they do

not, nor they cannot difcern the things which are

of GOD, (i Cor. ii. 14.) they have falfe concep-

tions of every thing; call good evil, and evil good;

put ilght for darknefs, and darknefs for light; and

the moft excellent things are commonly furtheft ofT

their approbation. It is a known experiment, that

the more fpiritual any truth is, the more will carnal

reafon objed againft it :
" how can thefe things be ?"

(John, iii. 9.) and " how can this man give us his

*' fleili to eat?'* (chap. vi. 52.) By all the under-

ftanding that men have before converfion, they are

but more ftrongly prejudiced againft the truth,

(A(5ls, xvii. 18. I Cor. i. 19—23.) (2.) This en-

mity is further confirmed and fixed by the naturality

of it. If it were an adventitious quality, it might

pofTibly be feparated; but now it cannot by any hu-

man
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man power. And that it is natural, appears, in that

the univerfality of mankind is infeded with it : it is

not here and there one, but all and every one, Jews
and Gentiles, are all under fin >

'' non& that under-
•' (landeth; none that feeketh after GOD; none
*' that doth good, no, notone," (Rom. iii. 9— 18.)

" all flefli had corrupted his ways," (Gen. vi. 12.)

" every abomination of their heart is only evil, and
" that continually,*' (chap. viii. 21.) " every man
" is brutifh, and altogether filthy,'* (Jer. x. 14.)
*' and this is their root; conceived in fin,'* (Pfalni

li. 5.) " they go aftray from the womb," (Pfal.

Iviii. 3. ) It alfo grows up with them ; and the longer

it lives, the worfe it is, and the more impregnable,

(Jer. xiii. 23.) " it is not fubjed to the law of GOD,
" neither indeed can be," (Rom. viii. 7.) And
though, at times, they look another way (like bul-

lets of ftone or lead, which, aded by a foreign

power, are mounted into the air), their upward mo-
tion quickly ceafeth, becaufe it was not natural ; they

come again to their centre of their own accord, and

there they live and die : as was verified in Saul^.

Ahab, Agrippa, and others.

Arg. IV. The new creature cannot be the product

of natural power, becaufe every thing is received

and improved according to the nature of that which

receives it. Plants, and other creatures, turn al!

their nourilhment into their own fpecies and pro-'

perty. A vine and a thiftle, both planted in one

foil, have the fame fun, dew, air, and other influ-

ences common to both, yet each one converts the

whole of that it receives into its own fubflance and

kind. You may plant and prune, dig and dung

/^ an
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an evil tree, beftow what pains you will upon it, it

does all but enable the more pregnant produclion of

evil fruit : jufl fo doth the natural man, even " turn

<' the grace of GOD into lafcivioufnefs,'V
(
Jude,

ver. 4. ) as to the pure all things are pure ; fo to the

impure all things are defiled, (Tit. i. 15.) " Da-
" vid, by his afflidlions, learned to keep GOD*5
*' laws," (Pfal. cxix. 6,7.) *' but Ahaz trefpaifed yet

*' more," (2 Chron. xxviii. 22.) Good Joliah's

heart melts at reading the law, he humbles himfelf,

and falls to reforming, (chap, xxxiv. 27. 31.) but

wicked Jehoiakim, he cuts the roll in pieces, and

burns it, (Jer. xxxvi. 23.) thus fm, that is, " cor-

'* rupt nature, works death by that which is good,'*

(Rom. vii. 8. 10.)

Secondly, That" the new creature is not wrought

by the concurrence of divine and natural power to-

gether, the following arguments Ihew.

Jrg. I. The HOLY GHOST needs no affiftance

in his work : who and where is he that flood up for

his help when he '' moved on the waters," and

brought forth this world into form? (Gen. i. 2.

Job. xxxviii. 4.) when " he weighed the mountains

" in fcales, and the hills in a balance? (Ifa. xl. 12?

14.) He that made all things of nothing, cannot be

fuppofed to need the aid of any. As man had no-

thing to do in the conception of CHRIST'S human

nature, but the power of the Mod High was alone

in that work ; fo alfo it is in forming CHRIST
within us. Why fhould he call in the aid of another,

unlefs deficient in himfelf ? and he mufl be greatly

put to it, that takes in the help of an enemy.

/^^f.
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Jrg. IL If the HOLY GHOST had need of

help, the flePa affords not the leaft, nor can. For,

(I.) The natural man is " without flirength,"

(Rom. V. 6.) The be ft natured man in the world

(until regenerate) is but ftelh; and" all flefh is grafs,

*' and the glory of it as the flower of grafs/' (i Pet.

i-. 24. ) which fades in a moment ; it is art arm that

has no ftrength, (Job, xxvi. 2.) makes a fliew, but

can do nothing. And it is not weak only ia

itfelf, but it renders weak and impotent what-

ever relies upon it, or may be ufed by it, for

any fpiritual end : a flraw in the hand of a giant will

make no deeper impreffion than if in the hand of a

flrippling: the law itfelf, " which was ordained to

" life, is made weak through the fieQi," (Rom.vii.

10. with chap. viii. 3.) Theflelli is on an oppofite

principle, at perfed: enmity againft the holy feed ; as

you fee before: it anfwers, as Pharaoh, " Who is

" the LORD, that I fliould obey him r" (Exod.

V. 2.) its whole bufmefs is to crufli the workings of

the SPIRIT ; and the confild ceafeth not, but in the

total overthrow of the one party. The flefh and the

fpirit always have been, are, and will be two; yea,

even where the enmity hath lofl its dominion, it will

. maintain a conflid to the lad : and if the one fights

againft the other after the new creature is formed, it

will doubtlefs oppofe the firft formation of it. (3.) If

we fhould fuppole the flefh able, in any refpe(5l, to

give afTiftailce in this work, the HOLY Gf-IOST

would none of it: " what concord hath CHRIST
" with Belial ?*' (zCor. vi. 2.) Such mixtures are

an abomination to him: he would not permit his

people to yoke an ox and an afs together in plough-

ing, (Deut. xxii. 10.) nor to fow their land with di-

N n ^
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vers N feeds, (ver. 9.) and if In building an altj^r

theirtools were lifted up upon it, the LORD rec*

kons it defiled, (Exod. xx. 25.) (4.) Suppofe a

poffibility of conjundioa: what would be the iffue

of it? " when the fons of GOD went in to the

" daughters of men, giants were born to them,"

(Gen. vi. 4.) If creatures of feveral kinds fliould

couple together, w^hat can be produced but a mon-

fter in nature ? fuch monfters in fpirituals are hypo-

crites and temporary believers : in whom there is

fomething begotten on their wills, by the comm.oii:

ftrivings and enlightenings of the SPIRIT, which

attains to a kind of formality, but proves, in the

end, a lump of dead fleili : it never comes to be a-

new creature : as you fee in Herod and Agrippa. An
owFs egg, though hatched by a dove or eagle, will

prove but a night-bird : the feed of the bond-wo-

man will be carnal, though Abraham himfelf be the

father of it.

To illuftrate this a litde farther, I would briefly

recount what moil probably fliould influence the

hearts of men, and lead them to repentance j with

their common, if not conftant effect, when left to

their free-will improvements. .1 reduce them to

five: a profperous condition j. aiHiclions; the word

of GODi the ftrivings of the SPIRIT; and

miracles.

I. Prosperity: this, we find',, hath not done it.

How many have been the worfe, and how few, if

any, the better for it? even " Jefliurun waxed fat and

" kicked,'* (Deut. xxxii. 15.) In the time of the

Judges, whenever they had refpite from trouble,

they prefently fell to idolatry :
" when Uzziah was

» ** ftron^
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*« ftrong, his heart was lifted up to his deftrudion,"

.(2 Chron. xxvi. 16.) Some there be that are not
in trouble like other men; their ejes ftand out with
tatneis; they have more than heart can wifh, ^c.
But are they bettered by it ? no j

" pride compaffeth
" them-aboutlikea chain, and they fet their mouths
" againft the heavens," (PfaL Ixxiii. 3—9.) fo true

is that maxim, " Let favour be fliewn to the wicked,
*' yet will he not learn righteoufnefs : in the land of
*' uprightnefs will he deal unjuflly," (Ifa. xxvi. to.)

2. Afflictions and judgments will not do it.

It appears by Amos, that that people were loaded

with variety of judgments, *' yet they turned not to

" him that fmote them," (Amos, iv. 6— 12.)

*' the more they were flricken, the more they re-

*' volted," (Ifa. i. 5.) " The LORD was wroth

" with Ephraim, and fmote him^ he hid his face

*' from him, and was wroth" (which, if any thing,

fliould have moved him) : but what cares Ephraim.^

*' he went on frowardly in the way of his heart,"

(Ifa. Ivii. 7. ) The Jews continue to this day in their

unbelief, though " wrath become upon them to the

*' uttermoft." The antichriflian world, when vials

of Hvrath were poured forth upon them, '' they

*' blafphemed GOD, and repented not," (Rev.

xvi. 9— II. Hof. vii. 9, 10.) thus " bray a fool in

" a mortar, yet will not his foolifhnefs depart from

" him," (Prov. xxii. 27.) it is natural to him, and

therefore infeparable.

3. The word of GOD and his ordinances.—Nei-

ther is it in thefe to turn the heart back again. Of

this, the people of Ifrael are a pregnant example;

«' to them were committed the oracles of GOD,"
N n 2 (Rom.
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(Rom. ill. 2.) no nation had GOD fo nigh them as

they, (Deut. iv. 7.) and yet the mod flubborn,

fliff-necked people that ever the earth bore. " The
*' LORD fends them his prophets, riling early and

<« fending,*' (2 Chron. xxxvi. 15, 16.) and fee

how they are ufed ! firfl, " they flight his meffen-

" gers, and fend them away empty,'* (Jer. xxv.

3, 4.) then they fall to *' beating and imprifoning of

*' them," (Jer. xxxviic 15.) yea, they proceed far-

ther (for this enmity knows no bounds), fome they

floned, others they " flew with the fword," (Luke,

XX. 10— 15.) when was there one that efcaped them?

At lafl he fends them his Son; furely, '« they will

" reverence him!" No, this is the heir; come, let

" us kill him," (Mat.xxi.38.) andthustheywenton,

^' until there was no remedy," (2 Chron. xxxvi. 16.)

4. The world of ungodly in Noah's time.—After

warning of the flood, they had the " SPIRIT of

" GOD flrivingwith them fix-fcore years together,"

(Gen.vi. 3.) and yet, not a man in the whole uni-

verfe prevailed upon. The people in the wildernefs-

—

how many ways did the LORD ftrive with them, by-

mighty deliverances, terrible appearances, merciful

providences, dreadful judgments; and this forty

years together 1 and yet, flill they went on '' rebel-

** ling againft him, and vexing his HOLY SPI-

'' RIT," (Ifa. Ixiii. 10.)

5. Miracles will- not do it.—What a multitude

ofthefe, mingled with judgments, were fliewn upon

Pharaoh ! all which did but further harden him,

(Exod. vii. 14—22. chap. viii. 19. chap. ix. 7, Sec.)

Then the people of the wildernefs : take but that

one inflance of Korah and his company ;
'' the earth

" clave

\:
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*^ clave afunder, and fwallowed up- the chief of the

*' mutineers, with all that they had : they went alive

" into the pic," (Numb. xvi. 32.) two hundred

and fifty more were confumed by fire from heaven,

(ver, 35.) which one would think fhould caufe them

to fear the LORD, and do no more prefumptu-

oufly ; and yet the next thing we hear of them, on

the very morrow, they are at it again ; and that not

a party of them, but the whole congregation, (ver.

41.) Ail which confidered and laid together, it

follows, with much evidence,

Thirdly, I'hat the new creature is the produd of

divine power alone. A point of great concernment,

if duly confidered.

The evangelifl: John is clear on our fide, touch-

ing ^his original and pedigree of it; both whence it

i5 not, and whence it is :
" it is born, not of blood;"

that is, it belongs not to, nor is brought forth in

any, as they are men made of flefli and blood ; nor

as they are '' Abraham's feed according to the flefli,"

(Rom. ix. 7.) nor is it born " of the will of the

*' flefh;" the carnal and fenfual affedions have no-

thing to do in the fpiritual birth :
" nor of the will of

" man;" the rational faculties, by which men are fee

above the rank ofother creatures, eventhefe contribute

nothing to our divine fonfliip :
*' but it is ofGOD,"

(John, i. 13.) that is, it is his work alone; and the na-

tural man has nothing to do in it : he is as perfedly

unactive in it, as the dry bones in caufing them*

felves to live, (Ezek. xxxvii. 5. 9. 14.) or as Laza-

rus in reviving himfelf; of whom it is faid, *' He
" that was dead .came forth bound hand and foot,"

(John, xi. 44.) which was fuch a demonftration of

divine
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divine power, that the Pharifees themfelves acknow-

ledge, " if they now let him alone, all men will be-

" lieve In him/' (John, xi. 48.) (And If it were

BOt fo, the LORD alone iliould not be exalted.)

And with this falls in that other beloved difclple,

James; " Of his own will begat he us," (James, i.

1 1. 2Pet. i. 8.) that is, by his own divine power he

forms and brings forth the new creation, without any

affiftance from the old, or co-operation of it : they

contribute no more to it, than thofe who lleep in

the dull to their own refurredion. Peter, he alfa

tells us, " It is born of incorruptible feed," (i Pet.

i. 23.) and John, again, that *' it is born of the

" SPIRIT," (John, ili. 8.) which is plamly to be

of the offspring of GOD. Of like tenor is that of the

prophet, *' Thou haft wrought all our works in us,"

(Ifa. xxvi. 12.) and that ot Paul, '' We are his

** workmanihip," (Ephef. ii. 10.) as alfo that of

tlie Pfalmift, " It is he that hath made us, and not

" we ourfelves, his people," (PfaL c. 2.) We find

it here, and in John, exprelied both negatively and

])olitively; as purpofely and forever to exclude what-

ever is in man, from being fo much as thought con-

tributary to the new creation; and that the whole

work might be fathered upon GOD only : which is,

indeed, the natural refult of all thofe Scriptures

which fpeak of it under the notion of a creature

;

which necelTarily implies, that the>'hole of it, both

matter and form, is from the Creator: for, in truth,

a creature's foundation is nothing, befides 'the good

pleafure of GOD. It may further be noted, that in

James, " the Father of lights" is fiid to beget it

;

^nd in the Galatians, " Jerul'alem which is above"

tQ
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to be the mother of it; and in John, as before, that

it is born of the SPIRIT. Now, if father and mo-
ther, begetter and bringer forth, are both in heaven,

what Ihali the man of earth found his pretenhons

upon, as to the parentage of the new creature ?

And further, it is worthy of remark; i. What
fort of inftruments were moflly ufed in this work.

Not the learned, but illiterate men : and of thefe,

fuch mofl eminently as had neither elegancy of

fpeech, nor majeflic prefence, (2 Cor. x. 10.) and
the end of this was, that it might appear, and men
might be convinced, that '' their faith fhood not in
*' (was neither made nor maintained by) the wifdoni
*' of men, but the power of GOD," ( i Cor. ii.

3» 4, 5-

The natural iinaptnefs of the perfons commonly
wrought upon, to receive thofe high-born principles

:

not many of the wife and noble, but the poor, bale,,

and foolifli ; that is, in comparifon of others. And
why thefe ? Truly it was to make good the truth

that is here afferted, namely, " That no flelh might
-' glory in his prefence," (chap. i. 26—29.) And
yet likewife take notice, that the wife and noble were

not excluded ; witneis the wife of Herod's (leward,

Jofeph, Nicodemus, and Sergius Paulus, a prudent

man : which further illuftrates the power of GOD,
in that he didj by thofe weak and contemptible

means, bring in alfo fuch as thefe.

3. The Scripture is fo emphatically afcribing this

work unto God : which kind of afcription were very

improper, if faith and holinefs were things fo com-

mon, and eallly attained, and the natural man fo

able and virtuous an engine in that work, as mofh

men
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men Imagine. Paul ftiJes it, " The faith of the

" operation of GOD," (Col. ii. 12.) Ifaiah makes it

dependent on the " arm of the LORD revealed,"

(Ifa. liii. I.) that is, made bare, and put forth to

the utmoft. Our Saviour, he attributes it to GOD
the Father, as LORD of heaven and earth, (Matt,

xi. 25.) And Paul, again, to the "exceeding great-

nefs of his mighty power, even the fame by which

" he raifed JESUS CHRIST from the dead," (Col.

i. 12.) even then, when the fm-s of all his people lay

upon him ; and all the malice, flrength, and fubtiky

cf the powers of darknefs were up in arms againft it

:

which was indeed the higheft indication of divine

power that ever was put forth, or ihall be.

III. The next thing to be fhewn is, who thofe blelied

ones are to whom thefe requifites to faivation do

belongs and by what title.

The anfwet is, they all do belong to elecl perfons,

and that in right of their Election. Eledt and Believer

are convertible terms : every believer is an eledl per--

fon, and every eled perfon is a believer, or (hall be

in his time. This right, indeed, is nextly founded

upon Redemption; but being originally from Elec-

tion, I (hall fpeak here only to that. To put effeds in

the place of caufes, and caufes of effedls, is a great

abfurdity in natural things j and yet how prone are

we to it in matters of divine concernment ! which

chiefly comes from the pride of our fpirits, who fain-

would be fomebody in procuring our own happinefs ^

and do therefore afcribe it to any caufe, rather thao

that which is proper to it. This is a great evil s and

the
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the more perilous and catching, becaufe efpoufed

by fome of no common profeflion, and that with

great pretences of rcafon for it. To refute which,

your moft rational courfe will be to fearch and con-

fuit the Scriptures; whofe tellimony, and right rea-

fon, do always fort together: and if by this afcent

you follow (alvation, and all the conducements

thereto, up to their head, you fhall find them all to

be intirely and abfolutely of GOD, and contained

in the fame decree ; and, confequently, that faith

and holinefs are the effeds and certain confequences

of eledion.

The genuine import of Scripture-falvation is

broad and comprehenfive, extending to all manner

of requifites which any way conduce to the perfedt

accomplifhment of the thing itfelf Outward falva-

tion, whatever belongs to the outward man's prefer-

vation ; as water, bread, walls, bulwarks, &c. (Ifa.

xxvi. I.) *' Salvation will appoint walls and bul-

" warks;" that is, the promife of falvation implies

and carries in it all things pertaining to fafety : lb

fpiritual falvation, whatever pertains to bleffednefs

and glory ; as redemption from fin, faith, holinefs,

and holding out to the end : any of which being ab-

fent, would invalidate all the reft, as one round of

a ladder plucked out, hinders your afcent to the top.

If one gives me a piece of land that is all around in-

clofed, the law gives me a way to it (though no cx-

prefs mention thereof in my deed), io as to take

the profits; his gift would otherwife little avail me.

Salvation is that the eled are endowed with; faith

and holinefs the necelliiry way to their a6lual poflef-

fion : and, therefore, thefe they mutt be ordained

O o ^into.



290 A PRACTICAL DISCOURSE

unto, and are, as well as to falvation itfelf : for, be-

ing " predeflinate to the adoption of fons," (Eph.

i. ^.) " and to be conformed to the image of

" CHRIST," (Rom. viii. 28.) (which is not per-

fedly accomplilhed until his appearing in glory)

(i John, iii. 2.) they mufh be predeftinated alio

to all thofe intermediate difpeniations and graces

which are requifite thereto. For, right to the end,

gives right to the means : they are therefore faid to

be " chofen to falvation, through fandification of the

<' Spirit, and belief of the truth," (2 Thefl^. ii. 13.)

In order of intention, GOD wills the end firft, and

then the means ; in order of execution, the means

firft, as directive to that end, (Rom. viii. 30.) The

end is the caufe of the means, (Eph. ii. 4, 5.) and

election the caufe of them both, (chap. ii. 8. 10.)

The promife of Canaan to Abraham's feed, did

virtually contain whatever muft come between the

making of the promife, and the final performance of

it: as, I. To multiply his feed into a nation. 2. To
keep Efau, Laban, and others, from hurting them.

3. To provide for them in time of famine. 4. To
prcferve and encreafe them in Egypt, notwithftand-

ing the Egyptians' craft and cruelty to fupprefs

them. 5. To bring them forth with an high hand,

in contempt of Pharaoh's refolvednefs againft it, and

his potency to withftand it. 6. To divide the fea be«

fore them, and provide them a table in the wilder-

nefs. 7. To caufe their enemies hearts to faint,' and

become as water. 8. To fend the hornet before

them, and to fight for them, ^r. (For otherwife

the LORD'S giving them Canaan, had been but as

the Pope's giving England to the Spaniard, that is,

n
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if he could get it). And, lajlly, to pardon their ma-
il itold great and high provocations; by which they

expoied th'emfelves to wrath and extirpation daily.

So is it in the cafe of eledlion; it draws with it even

all that rs tendent to the faints aftual inveftiture

with glory. The apoftic, therefore, linketh eternity

pafl, with eternity to come : he makes Eledion and
Glorification the two extream points of the compafs;

Calling and Juftification (which are parts intermedi-

ate) he founds upon the firfl, in order to the lad;

and gives you their fet-courfe. In Rom. viii.

''^ Whom he did foreknow, them alfo he did predef-

'' tinate (to what?) to be conformed to the image
'• of his Son ; and whom he did predeftinate, them
" alfo he called," (Rom. viii. 29.) And what did

he call them tQ.^ He called them to holinefs, to

glory and virtue, (2 Pet. i. 3.) and '' whom he
*' called, them alfo he juftiiied and gloriiied,"

(Rom. viii. 30.) Thefe all do belong to the fame

perfons, and that by virtue of the decree; and no

one of them did ever go alone.

The like fucceffion of caufes and effecls yd

have in the 16th of Ezekiel, 6— 12. The
LORD finds them in their blood, that is, in their

natural loft condition: he enters into covenant with

them, and makes them his own ; there is their elec-

tion: then he jf'aflies them, and that thoroughly:

there is their juftification: and then adorns them;

there is their fanclification, which always isconfum-

mated in glory. In the 17th of the A6ls, ye have

Paul preaching at Thsflalonica, (ver. i—4.) Trie

fame doftrine was propounded to all indefinitely; and

it mud be fo, for the minifter knows not the cled

O 2 troni
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from other men : but the HOLY GHOST, who

iearcheth the deep things of GOD, and hath the

mana^^ement of this work commired to him, he

knew the eled by name, (John, x. iii.) and accord-

ingly took them, " gathered them one by one," (If.

xxvii. 12.) (each one in his proper time) " and

" opened their ears to dilcipHne," (Job, xxvi. lo.)

making them what they were chofen to be. And

the fame apoftle, in his epiftie to the Theffalonians,

where he celebrates theeffeds of this fermon, brings

in their Eledion as the caufe of their converfion;

" Knowing, brethren, beloved, your eledion ofGOD j

" for our gofpel came not to you in word only (as it did

'' to others), but in power," (iThef 4, 5.) So in the

Adls, "As many as were ordained to eternal life,

'' believed," (Ads, xiii. 48.) and " the LORD
'' added to the church daily (whom did he add.^)

" fuch as fliould be faved," (chap. ii. 47.) Effec-

tual Calling is a fure demonftration of election, and

the firfl effect by which it can be known.

That precious faith through which we are faved,

is obtained *' through the righteoufnefs of GOD,
" and our Saviour JESUS CHRIST," (zPet.i. i.)

I. It is given through the righteoufnefs of GOD
the Father ; and fo, it either refpeds his ordaining

us to eternal life ; in which ad he did implicitly en-

gage himfelf to give us faith, whi(^i may therefore

be *' called the faith of GOD's eled," (Tit. i. i.)

or elfe it refpeds his promife made to CHRIST,
" that making his foul an offering for fm, he fliould

'•^ fee his feed," (Ifa. liii. 10. Tit. iz. with 2 Tim.

i. 9.) or it may be intended of both. 2. The righ-

teoufnefs of CHRIST is concerned in it two ways

:

I. As
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I. As the meriting or procuring caufe thereof; and

fo this faith belongs of right to every one he died

for, (Phil. i. 29.) Or, 2. As he is that faithful fer-

vant, who gives to every one according as he hath

received of the Father for them, (Epheff. iv. 7, 8.)

in all which refpedls it evidently flows from Elec-

tion. To confirm which, Peter fays exprelsly, in

his former epiftle, that they were *' eleded unto
'' obedience, and fprinkling of the blood of JE-
'' SUS CHRIST," (i Pet. i. 2.) So the myftery

of his will is made known, according to his good

pleafure, which he had purpofed in himfelf, (Eph.

i. 9.) The fame intendment we have in the Corin-

thians ;
" The preaching of the gofpel is to them that

*' perilli, fooliflmefs : but to us who are faved, it is

'' the power of GOD," (iCor. i. 18.) and in Ti-

mothy, " Who hath faved us, and called us with an

" holy caUing," (2 Tim. i. 9.) in both places fav-

ing is put before calling, and then it muft be before

faith : and how men are faved before they believe,

unlefs by Eledion (or Redemption, which is com-

menfurate with Eledion), doth not appear to us.

To thispurpofe it is further obfervable, that in Rom,
viii. 30. the apoftle fets predeftination before call-

ing ; as in Timothy and the Corinthians, he doth

faving : and in Rom. ix. 23, 24. he puts calling in a

tenfe fubfequent to Eledion, or preparing unto glor)\

The apoftle Jude, his fentence alfo accords with it

:

be direds his epiftle " to them that are fandificd by

*' GOD the Father, and preferved in JESUS
'' CHRIST, and called," (ver. i.) where, by fanc-

tified he means elected, feparated, or let apart : in

this fenfe the word is ufed elfewhere, where it will

noi
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not admit of any other, (Exod. iii. 13.) "lam
".the LORD that doth flinclify you :" and more

plainly in Numb. viii. 17. " All the firfl-born of

*^ the children of Ifrael are mine : on the day that I

*' fmote every firil-born in the land of Egypt, I

*' iandified them for myfelf :" here no other thing

but choofing, felecling, or fetting apart, can be in-

tended : and I fee no reafon why it iliould not be io

tinderflood in that of Jude.

And it is termed an holy calling, not only as it

calleth us to holinefs ^ but as it is facred, peculiar,

fet apart, and appropriated to an holy people, namely,

thofe whom the LORD fet apart for himfelf : whofe

eternal fanclifying them in his decree, was the ori-

o-inal caufe of their being fanclified adlualiy; " he

*-' loved them with an everlafling love, and therefore

*' with ioving-kindnefs doth he draw them,'* (Jer.

xxxi. '^.) and this their actual iandification is fo in*

dubitable a confequent of the decretive, and fo ap-

propriate to the fame perfons, that the fame word is

ufed for both ; as it is alfo for Redemption :
*' for

" their fakes (fays CHRIST) I fanclify myfelf/'

(John, xvii. 19.) A like inftance of this we have

in Eldadand Medad, who though they came not up

to the tabernacle with their brethren, yet, being of

them that were written, " the SPIRIT came upon

" them, and they prophefied in the camp," (Num.

xi. 26.) (Eledlion finds out men w^hen they think

not of it.) So the LORD firft determines Jeremy

to his office ; then puts forth his hand, and fits

him for his work,
(
Jcr. i. 9.) Even CHRIST him-

felf was firft appointed to his mediatory ofhce ^ and

then
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then the SPIRIT came upon him, becaufe fo ap-

pointed, (lia. Ixi. I.)

^(er. In the ill of John, 16. it is faid, that " to

*' them which received him, he gave power to be-

*' come the Ions of GOD ;" which fcems to pur

their believing before their fondiip,

SoIiU. Albeit that faith goe^ before the manifei-

tation of our fonlhip, yet not before our fonfliip

itfelf ; " the adoption of fons, is that we were pre-

" deftinated to before the foundation of the world,"

(EpheiT. i. 4, 5.) That therefore in John, mufl be

underftood with that of Mofes, when he pleads with

GOD for his pretence with his people ;
^' {o Ihali we

" be feparated from all the people that are on the

" face of the earth,'* (Exod. xxxiii. 13.) not that

this feparation was now to be made ; it was done be-

fore, (Lev. XX. 24.) but his meaning is, that by the

LORD'S going with them, this their feparation Ihould

be manifefted. The fame fenfe of the word ye have

in Matth. v. " Love your enemies; blefs them that

*' curfe you ; that ye may be (that is, that ye may
*' appear to be) the children of your Father which

" is in heaven," (Deut. vii. 6. Matth. v. 44, 45.)

in like manner we become " the fons of GOD by
'' faith," (Gal. iii. 26.)

The budding of Aaron's rod was not the caufe

of GOD's choofing him to the prieflhood, (Numb,

xvii. 5. 8.) nor the falling of the lot upon Saul, and

afterwards upon Matthias, the reafon why GOD de-

figned them, the one to the kingdom, and the other

to the apoftlefliip; they were both appointed before,

and thofe events were but the effedis of their fore-

appointment, and evidences of it, (i Sam. ix. 16.

wich
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with chap. x. 21. A61s, i. 24. 26.) So the giving

of the SPIRIT is that which follows eleclion

;

« becaufe fons, GOD hath fent forth the SPIRIT
" of his Son into your hearts," (Gal. iv. 6.) Al-

though the manifeftation of our adoption, and our

adual enjoyment of its privileges, are in time ; yet

the thing itfelf we were predellinated to from ever-

lafting, (Eph. i. 4, 5. 9. 11.) Purfuant to this, our

Saviour manifefts the Father's name to the men he

had given him out of the world ; and thefe receive

it, (John, xvii. 6. 8.) The flieep hear his voice,

and follow him, (chap. x. 27.) Of others he faith ex-

prefsly, " Ye beUeve not, becaufe ye are not of my
" fheep," (ver..26.) '' He that is of GOD, heareth

*' GOD's words; ye therefore hear them not, be-

*^ caufe ye are not of GOD," (chap, viii.47.) The
fame reafon he gives for his different miniftration to-

wards his own and others : to the one it was given,

" to know the myfteries of the kingdom of GOD;
'' to the other it was not given," (Matth. xiii. ii.)

and, therefore, having ended his parables, he dif-

miffes the multitude, as having no more for them ;

but to his difciples he expounded every thing in

private, (Mark, iv. 34.) and ye fee he puts it upon

eledion, as that which had invefled them with this

prerogative above the reft ; "To you it is given;"

that is, it belonged to them by GOD's donation and

appointment : they are firft faints by eledlion, then

faints by calling, (Rom. i. 7.)

When CHRIST appeared to Paul going to Da-

mafcus, they that were with him were all in a maze;-

a voice they heard, but knew not what it fpake;

why fo, fmce they were as likely to yield as he ? it

was
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was not indeed intended for them, and therefore

their ears were not bored, nor the fpeech dirccled to

them, but to Paul; and to Paul by name: but why
to Paul above the reft, fmcc he was the rino--leader

and chief perfeeutor in the company ? Paul was a

chofen veiTel ; and this, in brief, was the reafon of

it, as you have it recorded in Adls, xxii. 14. " The
*' GOD of our fathers hath chofen thee, that thou
*' fliouldeft know his will." The Jews had many-

means of knowing the MefTiah, and inducements to

believe in him, which the Gentiles had not -, and

yet thefe embrace the gofpel, while the Jews rejetfl

it. Thofe who fought after right eoufnefs, fell ftiort

of it ; when thofe who fought it not, attained it,

(Rom. ix. 30, 31.) For the bottom reafon of which

different difpenfation, we are referred to eledlion

;

" The election hath obtained, and the reft were

" blinded," (chap. xi. 7.)

How variouily are feveral men affeded In hear-

ing the fame word .? The llieep, and the reft, have

both the fame outward means ; one negle(5ts it, at-

tends not at all, or regards not what he hears: a fe-

Gond quarrels at it ; as the Jews often did : a third is

perfuaded almoft; as Agrippa was, and thofe that

would hear Paul again of that matter : a fourth is

pricked in the heart, and perfuaded altogether. It

is a ftumbling-block to fome, foolidinefs to others^

and to fome it is the power of GOD : and thefe fome

are fuch as were eledted -, of thofe to whom the pro-

mife was made, (Ads, ii. 39.) and are therefore

termed, the Galled according to Lis purpofe, (Rom.

Viii.28.) and according to his own purpofe and grace,

which was given them in CHRIST before the vvorld

P p began.
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began, (2 Tim. i. 9.) they are firfh cbofen, and*

then caufed to approach unto GOD, (Pfal. Ixv. 4.)

There is ahnoft no end of Scriptures to this pur-

pole : I lliall inftance one more, and.fo clofe up this

particular. All the bleffings which the faints are

bleffed with, in time, are all befkowed according to

GOD's decree of election before time; as is manifeft

from EphelT. i. 3, 4, 5. Where I obferve, i. That

eledion goes before the adual donation of fpiritual

bleffings : for thefe are given in time, that was be-

fore time; and that which comes after, cannot be the

caufe of that which went before it : one efFedt may be

the caufe of another;, but net the caufe of that

which caufeth itfelf. 2. That the actual donation

of fpiritual bleffings is according to eledlion; tliat

is, ele{5lior^ is the rule by which the difpenfation is

guided: it is adequate with election, and anfwerable

thereto; even as the impreffion is to the printing^

types ; or as the fafbion of David's body, to the plat-

form thereof in GOD's book ; and the tabernacle,.

to the pattern fhewn in the mount, according to

which all things are made, as well in refpecl of num-

ber, weight, and meaiure, as form and figure. Spi-

ritual bleffings are not given to one more or fewer>

or in other manner, but juft as eleflion had laid it

forth : which alfo is further confirmed by Rev.

xxi. 27. where we find, that none are admitted

into the holy city, but fuch '' whofe names were

*' written in the book of life ; and whoever was not

" found written in that book, was caftinto the lake

*' of fire,*' (Rev., xx. 15.) which fliews, that at

the latter day it will be taken for granted, that *' as

^^ many as were ordained to eternal life, believed;"

and
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unci that all and every one without the lift of elec-

tion, died ill unbelief; that " the eledion obtained,"

(AdSjXiii. 48.) '' and the reft were blinded," (Rom.
xi. 7.) therefore faith and holinefs are not the caufe,

but the certain ^ffedts and confequents of election.

Now if any fliould afk (by the way) wherein the

fpecial love of GOD to elecl perfons difcovers itfelf

before their converlion ? I cannot aflign any plain

or open difcoveries of it, by which the elect may be

known from other men, fince all outward things

fall alike to all :
" the heir, while a child, differs no-

*' thing from a fervant, although he be lord of all,"

by Eledion, (Gal. iv. i.) And yet there are divers

gracious operations of that love towards them, even

in common providences, albeit they are not per-

ceived till afterwards : as,

1. In keeping alive the root or ftem they were to

grow from: this, perhaps, was not the leaft caufe of

adding fifteen years to Hezekiah^s life; namely, for

Jofiah's fake, who was to come of his hneage ; Ma-
nalTeh, who was to be his grand-father, not being

yet born : fo thofe days of tribulation were iliortened,

and many of the Jews, by fpecial providence, kept

alive, for the eled's fake that fhould be of their pro-

geny, perhaps two thoufand years after.

2. In preferving the elect themfelves from many a

death they were obnoxious to before their converfion,

as he alfo did Manafleh : and this was the caufe,

when Satan had them in his net, and had dragged

them to the brink of hell, that " the LORD fent

" from heaven, and faved them," (Pfah Ivii. 3.

)

** Deliver him; 1 have found a ranfom," (Job,

P p 2 xxxiii.
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xxxiii. 24.) q. d. He is mine, and I have defigned

him to another end.

3. In keeping them from the unpardonable fm:

thus Paul, being a chofen velTel, was kept without

that knowledge of CHRIST which fome of the

Pharifees had; for otherwife his perfecuting the

church of GOP had been incapable of pardon, as

appears from i Tim. i. 13. " 1 obtained mercy, be-

^' caufe I did it ignorantly.'*

4. I^ cafting the lot of their habitation where he

hath planted, or will plant, the means of grace ; or

brinoing them, providentially, where fome effedual

word lliall be fpoken to them : the one is verified in

thofe who dwelt at Corinth, where Paul muft preach,

and not hold his peace; for, fays the LORD, '* I

" have much people in this city,'* (Adls, xviii. 9,

10.) the other, in thofe who were come to Jerufa-

lem at the feaft of Pentecoft, from all parts of the

world ; which gave them the opportunity of coming

/ together, and of hearing Peter's fermon, by means

whereof thoufands were converted, (chap. ii. 5.) It

is further exemplified by the ftory of the Eunuch,

(chap. viii. 27.) as alfo that of Zaccheus, whofe in-

tent reached no higher than to fee what manner of

perfon CHRIST was, being fo much talked of

abroad; and being low of ftature, he climbs into a

tree, and there falvation meets both him and hi§

houfe, (Luke, xix. 2-—9.)

IV. Our lafl enquiry is. Of the way and manner

of GOD*s difpenfing fpiritual bleflings : and

that is effectually and freely.
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FirJI^ Effectually. The foul is not turned to

GOD by a twine-thread ; nor doth the LORD con-

tent himfelf with wifhlng and woulding that it might

be fo, after the manner of men, who either are fome-

what indifferent about the thing, or have not w here-

with to effect their defires : nor merely by pro-

pounding, moving and driving, by moral fualions,

inftrudions, threatenings, and the like (which are

of little avail with a dark underflanding, and fixed

enmity, which every natural man is afted by); but

by the putting forth of a power invincible : a power

that will not be faid nay; but what it wills, that it

will do; what it undertakes, it goes through with.

To do a thing effedlually, is to do it perfedl}'-, tho-

roughly, fuccefsfully : fo to ufe and apply the means,

that the end defigned is furely brought to pafs ; and

this, notwithflanding all the weaknefs, averfenefs,

and repugnancy of the carnal mind againfl it.

I might produce inflances not a -few, touching

GOD's effedlual working to bring about things of

lefTcr moment. How unwilling was Mofes to be his

melTenger to Pharaoh ! (Exod. iii. and iv.) fo oppo-

lite to it, that when he had no farther plea nor ex-

cufe to make, he carries it perverfely towards the

LORD ; " Send by the hand of him whom thou

" fhouldeft fend," fays he, (chap. iv. 13.) but

GOD having dcligned him for the work, leaves him

not until he had won him to it, (verfe 18.) So

Pharaoh refolved he would not let the people go :

but " I will flretch out my hand (fays GOD), and

" he fhall let you go.'* Much more will he make

his arm bare for the falvation of his chofen, whom

he loved from everlafting : and it muft be fo done,

Aro. L
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Jr^, I. Because, otherwife, the eled (liould be

in no better condition than other men; for, until

converfion, Satan hath as fait hold of them as of the

r^ft, Adam's fall was the devil's mafter-piece : to

bnnamen into his own condemnation, is the trophy-

he glories in j and being a prince, both proud, fub-

til, and imperious, you may not think he will be

battled or complimented out of his hold : intreaties,

menaces, and force of arguments, are of no weight

with h;m; he laughs at your ftrong reafons, and

counts them but rotten wood ; JESUS I know, and

ins SPIRIT I knows (A(51:s, xix. 15.) but what are

thefe? No; this kind goes not forth by confent; no-

thino- will move him, but that power which heaven

and earth do bow under: he that made him (and he .

onlv) can caufe his fword to approach unto him,

and take the prey from this terrible one. And for

this it was, that our Saviour tells the apoftles (when

he fends ihem to '' turn men from Satan unto

" GOD"), that " all power in heaven and earth was

'' commitied to him,'' (Matt, xxviii. 18.) and that

in this power " he will be with them to the end of

" the world," (Matt, xxyiii. 20. Luke, ix. i.)

which was indeed but needful; for they had furely

crone on a fieevelefs errand (a weak and fruitlefs de»

iign), if CHRIST himfelf thus impowered had not

oone v;ith them. And for the eled themfelves, they

are (of themfelves) no better difpofed to this work

than thofe that never fliall be wrought upon : they

are enemies in their minds, darknefs, dead in fin,

and children of Vvtath, even as others : and this they

are by nature: their (late, therefore, could not be

changed, if a power ^invincible, and invincibly re-

\ folved
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folved in what he undertakes, were not engaged in

it. Ephraim, though an dcit vefiel, yet while in

nature, was of fo bad a nature, that all moral endea-

vours were loft upon him. Let melTengers be lent

to him earl)^ and late, he pulls away the flioulder

:

the LORD was wroth with him, fmote him, hid his

face from him ; he ftill went on frowardly : (hew
him his ficknefs, fo that he cannot but fee it; and
he fends to king Jareb, takes any courfe rather than

turn to him that fmote him, (Hof v. 13.) take off

the yoke from his jaw, give him the fcope of his will,

and the firft thing he takes to (hall be the forbidden

fruit: lay meat to his mouth, that which is meat in-

deed, and he will rather ftarve than eat; (men left

to their owai will, will rather go to hell, than be

beholden to free grace for falvation.) But, fays

GOD, '' Is Ephraim my dear fon ?" one whom I

bought with a price ? '' Is he a pleafant child?'*

(Jer, xxxi. 20.) whom I loved from everlafting: and

(hall I fo lofe him? (liall it be faid, that I railed up

a creature whom I cannot rule and bring to my bent ?

or, that I made him for fuch an end, as that any

thing conducible thereto may not be done for him?

fnall my will be forced rather than his? mine to de-

ftroy him, rather than his to be faved ? No ; I have

not done all this to lofe him at laft; nor have I iuf-

fered thofe unworthy repulfes, for want of power to

prevent them, but that Ephraim might fee whac

would become of him if left to the condud of hi^

own will; (free indeed to nothing but his own ruin !)

and now I will heal him: and the firft efted of this

healing was, Ephraim's applying himfeif to GOD;
*' Turn thou me, and I ihali be turned/* (chap.

.\xxi.
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xxxi. 1 8.) Thofe cords of love, by which the

LORD draws men to himlelf, are not love and

kindnefs meerly propounded, with fruftrable mo-

tives to perfuade acceptance, but " divine love died

*' abroad in the heart," (Rom. v. 5.) not written

with ink (a thing of human compofition) but by the

Spirit and power of GOD. And hence it is that we

find thofe imperial terms, '' I will, and ye Ihall/'

fo much in ufe about this matter. Thus the LORD
began with the ferpent (which was a leading cafe to

all that follows), *' It fhall bruife thine head ;" in

which compendius word, the dellrudion of Satan

and lin is effedually provided for : and elfewhere he

fpeaksasmuch for quickening the foul; " A new
*' heart alfo will I give you, and I will put my
" SPIRIT within you, and caufe you to walk in my
" ilatutes; ye ftiall be my people, and I will be

*' your GOD,'* (Ezek.xxxvi. 26, 27, 28.) *' They
" fliall return to me with their whole heart,'' (Jer.

xxiv. 7.) with many others. The LORD flill ut-

ters himfelf in terms of omnipotency, as putting

forth an almightinefs of power j which, as it needs

not, fo it, will not (yea, it cannot with a falvo to his

honour) admit the lead dependence upon created

power to make it fuccefsful: " his word fhall not re-

<« turn unto him void ; it fhall accomplifli that which

*« he pleafeth, and profper in the thing whereunto

« he fends it," (Ifa. Iv. 11.) " He that was dead,

<« comes forth at his word, though bound hand and

" foot," (John, xi. 44.)

JrgAl. Conversion is a creation-work ; which,

though done by degrees, muflbe gone through with,

and that by him who laid the foundation j or all the

foregoing
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foregoing parts (as convidion, ^r.) will moulder and
come to nothing. As, when Adam was to be made,
the LORD firft prepares the earth, then moulds it

in fuch a form, and then '' breathes into him the

" breath of life j" cKe that lump had never been a

living foul.'* So, in the new creation, the LORD
works, and goes on to^work, and leaves it not, un-

til he hath fet it a-going. He doth not only caufc

the light to ihine into darknefs, but gives, withal, a

fuitable underftanding, (i John, v. 20.) a faculty

connatural with the object, as without which the

darknefs would never comprehend it, (John, i. 5.)

Ezekiel might have prophefied till doom's day, ere

thofe dry bones would have lived, if the LORD
himfelf had not caufed breath to enter into them

:

and, probably, he is called " the Father of lights,"

(James, i. 17.) (plural) to denote, that as well the

light comprehending (or capacitating our compre-

henfion) is from GOD, as tliat to be comprehended,

(2 Cor. iv. 6.) '' In his light we fee light,** (Pfalni

xxxvi. 9.)

Jrg. III. GOD's effeflual working in this matter,

and the neceffityof his fo working, may alio be ar-

gued from the common fenfe of thofe already wrought

upon, and brought in, by whofe prayers and con-

feffions it is- evident, that they flill needed a power-

ful and efFeftual influence to carry on the work al-

ready begun: " Turn thou me, and I fliall be

" turned,** (Jer xxxi. 18.) "Quicken us, and we
" will call upon thee,'* (Pfal. Ixxx. 18.) '' Draw
" me, we will run after thee," (Cant. i. 4.)

'' Not
" that we are fufficient of ourfelves to think any

" thing, but our fufficiency is of GOD," (2 Cor.
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iii. 5.) " I live, yet not I, but CHRIST liveth hi

"me," iSc. (Gal. ii. 20.) Hence it readily follows,

that if thofe already turned, and made partakers of

the divine nature, whole hearts are fixed in the sood

ways of GOD, and who defire nothing more than

to walk in them ; cannot yet keep themfelves going,

without a continued efficacious influx and fpring,

from above; much lefs can the natural man (without

the like fupernatural and divine efficacy), effeclualiy

bend himfelf to a compliance with them : for, " It

" is an abomination to fools to depart from evil,"

(Prov. xiii.. 19.)

Arg, IV. If the LORD did not work effeclualiy,

he fhould lofe the honour of his work. If the effi-

cacy of grace fhould depend on the human will

(that is, if grace fliould be rendered efTedual by

fome motion or acl of the will, which grace is not

the author of), then will nature afTume the priority;

works will glory over grace, and free-will will be

faid to be better than free-grace; for, that the lefs is

blefTed of the better, is without contradidion^

(Heb. vii. 7.) and that that which fandifies, is

greater than that which is fandified by it, is fo ob-

vious, that CHRIST appeals it to the reafon of

fools and blind, (Matt, xxiii. 19.) If, therefore, you

will grant, that grace is better than nature; follow

it muft, that the will is bleiTed and fanclified by

grace, namely, by its powerful and.effedlual opera-

tion upon it. And here, indeed, lies the honouc

and efficacy of grace; not in a vincible moving, excit-

ing, pcrfiiading, or threatening the will to a com-

pliance; but in taking off its natural biaSj and

placing it, as it were, on the other fide; working-

the-
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the heart into a kindly agreeablenefs with the divine

will, which before was fo contrary to it: and thus

the LORD doth, and thus he will do, wherefoever

he will be gracious; though never fo much ao-ainft

the prefent mind and natural propenfion of the fub-

je6l: and yet there is no fuch thing as forcing the

will, as ye will fee afterwards.

Jrg, V. The doctrine of effedual calling is fur-

ther confirmed, from the office of CHRIST as a

Redeemer ; which was not only to purchafe, but to

put us in adual poffeffion of the good things he pur-

chafed for us. Redemption, forgivenefs of fins,

and reconciliation, are relatives, commenfurate,

and infeparable, (Eph. i. 7. chap. ii. 13. 16. Heb;

ii. 17.) It is not only a reconcileable ftate that Re-

demption puts us into, but a flatc of adual recon-

cilement, (Rom. V. 8, 9, 10. Col. i. 20, 21, 22.) it

'' aboliilies the enmity," (Eph. ii. 15.) ^' makes an

" end of fin, and brings in everlafling righteoufnefs,**

(Dan. ix. 24.) On this account our Saviour bears

that gloriolis title, " Thou Ilialt call his name JE-
" SUS; for he fliall favehis people from their fins,"

(Matt. i. 21.) and for " this caufe was the Son of

*' GOD manifefted, that he might dellroy the

*' works of the devil," (i John, iii. 8.) Now, of

thofe works blindnefs of mind is the firil-born, and

fofter-mother to all the reft, (2 Cor. iv. 4.) it is that

keeps the foul in unbelief, as under locks and bars ;

and therefore muft of neceffity be difpelled; which

ca'nonly be done by caufing the true light to fhinc

effeduiilly: as he did the light of this woiid in the

firfh creation, which the Scripture rcfembles it to,

(ver. 6.) Hence thofe frequent mentions of his be-
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ing lent '' to open the blind eyes," (Ifa. xliii. 7.)

to give light to them that fit in darknefs, (Luke, i,

no,) and to bring forth the prifonersfrom the prifon-

houfe, (Ifa. xlix. 9.) which may not be valued as

things in defign, yet liable to obftrudlion; but to be

as certainly performed as that CHRIST (hould die.

In tbecviith Pfalm, it is fpoken of as done already;

" He brought them out of darknefs and the fliadow

«« of death, and brake their bands in {under," (Pfal.

cvii. 14.) and that he fpeaks it of redeemed ones,

appears by ver. 2. Firft, take them as in darknefs -,

and he is fo tc give them light, as to " guide their

«' feet into the v^'ay of peace," (Luke, i. 79.) The

flory of the blind man in Mark, is a pertinent fha-

dow of it ; CHRIST fpits on his eyes, and puts his

hand upon him ; as yet he faw but darkly, " men
" as trees walking;" but he puts his hands on him

as^ain ; and difmilTes him not until he hath made

him fee clearly, (Mark, viii. 23,24,25.) Then

take them as prifoners, and prifoners in the pit,

(Zec'b. ix. II.) and he that will deliver them mull

not -only opep the gate, but difarm their guard,

knock off their ihackles, and bring them forth as

the angel did Peter, even '' while the keepers flood

*' befoie the door," (A6ls,xii. 6, 7.) He fo calleth

his iliecp, that he " leadeth them out," (John,

X. 3.) and this he doth, by the blood of his cove-

nanti it is that makes thofe in the pit to be prifoners.

of hope, (Zcch. ix. 11, 12.) And thefe effeds as

duly flow from Redemption, as light from the fun:

it IS therefore exprefsly faid, that " the blood of

" JESUS CHRIST cleanfeth from all fin," ( I John,

i. 7.) and that " we arc fanclificd through the offer-

ing
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^' ing of his body once for all,*' (Heb. x. 10.) This
gave the apoftle to argue fo pofitively in Rom. vi.

that " if phmted together in his death, we Ihall be
^' alfo in his refurredion," (Rom. vi. 5.) and to put
thatemphafis upon it; that " if reconciled to GOD
*' by the death of his Son; much more Ihall we be
*' faved by his life.'* (Rom. v. 9, 10.) That faying

of CHRIST is much to our purpofe; and " other
*' flieep I have, them alfo mull 1 bring, and they
" ftiali hear my voice," (John, x. 16.) this mifi,

imports a duty not to be difpenfed with; he had
*' received a commandment for it from the Father "

(ver. 18.) and this Jhall, that eftediual working,
" whereby he fubdues all things to himfelf .^'^ and
whereby they are w^J^ to believe, (Eph. i. 19.) The
fheep, of themfelves, lie as crofs to this work as

other men :
" What have I to do with thee," cries

the pofTeiTed Gadarene ? (Mark, v. 7.) but being

his iheep, he muft make them willing, (Pfal.cx. 3.)

But fuppofe they flop their ears; then he is to bore

them ; for " he received gifts for the rebellious,"

(Pfal. Ixviii. 18.) Men's averfenefs does not lofe

CHRIST his right ; nor (hall it render his work in-

effectual. For this very end GOD raifed him up,

namely, "to blefs his people, in turning them from
" their iniquities," (Ads, iii. 26.) and to give them

repentance, and that fuch as hath forgivenefs of fins

annexed to it, (chap. v. 31.) which alfo he doth as

a prince ; that is, as one invefled with power to re-

move whatever might let the efFed of his purpofe :

to him are committed " the keys of hell and of

*' death," (Rev. i. 18.) From thefe premifes I

fafely conclude, that what CHRIST, as a Redeemer,

came
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ca.me to do, that he doth, and will do ; and that

-none of his work fhall fall to the ground. What he

faith in the xviith of John, is prophetical of what he

will fay at the latter day :
" I have finiflied the work

" which thou gavefl me to do ; of all that thou haft

" given me, I have loft nothing ; I have manifefted

*' thy name unto the men which thou gaveft me
" out of the world ; I have given them the words

*' which thou gaveft me, and diey have received

** them," (John, xvii. 4. 6. 8.) More might be

added ; but by thefe I hope it is evident, that JE-

SUS CHRIST was not only a Redeemer to pay our

ranfom, but the officer appointed of GOD to fet us

at liberty, even that glorious liberty of the fons of

GOD: and this is that pleafure of the LORD
which fliould profper in his hands, (Ifa. xlix. 10.) as

it hath done, and doth, and for ever fliall : and it is

matter of great confolation to them that take hold of

Lis covenant.

Secondly, All that GOD doth for men, or gives

to them, in order to their falvation, is given and

done freely. Now, a thing is then faid to be thus

given or done, when it proceeds from the meer good-

will and favour of him that worketh, or giveth

;

without refpecl to any thing done or deferved by the

receiver : it is a voluntary act ; fuppofing no obliga-

tion in him that gives ; nor any attractive or oblig-

ing virtue in him that receives ; nor yet expectation

of recompence from him. Much need not be faid

to prove the free-giving of the things we are fpeak-^

ing of, did we duly confider, r. The fovereign great-

ncfs of him that gives : it is the " Moft High GOD,
*< polTeilbr of heaven and earth ," who is infinitely

and
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and independently blefled in himfelf, and therefore

cannot be added unto, nor receive from any creature.

Who can gtve to him, that gives to all their life and

breath ? 2. The fuper-excellent, unfpeakable worth

of the things that are given: the firfl and chief is

our LORD JESUS CHRIST ; whofe dignity was

fuch, that heaven and earth were too low a price to

iet them at, efpecially to be given as he was ; and in

him righteoufnefs and ftrength, adoption and recon-

ciliation, grace and glory. 3. The vanity and

wretchednefs of thofe on whom they are beftowed :

both Scripture and experience fpeak nothing of them

in their naturals, but what befpeaks a condition

eyery way deplorable, and incapable of yielding mo-

tives for fuch a gift ; as is fliewn before. But being

fo greatly in love with ourfelves, and fond of our

own Improvements, and fo ftlffly bent to a covenant

of works, to help us off thofe dangerous Ihelves,

let us dwell a while on the following arguments.

Jrg. I. Is taken from the nature and import of

the covenant of grace. This covenant is that which

all profeffing Chriflians profefs to be faved by, how-

ever they differ about the import and latitude of it.

But if we receive the fcriptural notion (which needs

muil be the righteft), we fhall find, that it is of the

very nature and fubftance of this covenant, to give

freely and abfolutely ; without conditioning for any

thing to be done by men, as the ground or motive

thereof. All that GOD doth for thofe he will favc,

is for his name's fake; which name is recorded in

Exod. xxxiv. 5, 6. '' The LORD GOD, gra-

" clous and merciful," bV. To be gracious, is to do

well to one that dcfervcs ilU and if otherwife, it

would
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would be but after the covenant of works, or firfl

covenant: which yet was not faulty or defedive in

itfelf, for it gave a fufficiency to obtain the benefits

propofed by it ; which if they had ufed and im-

proved as they might, there would not have needed

a fecond. But the LORD foreknowing the crea-

ture's mutability, and, confequently, what need

there would be of another kind of power and grace

than that Adam was created with, did therefore

determine of a fecond; which in Scripture is

called " the hope of eternal life, which GOD, who
" cannot lie, promifed before the world began,"

(Tit. i. 2.) It is called the covenant of grace, not

only as defigning the glory of his grace in the faving

of men; but as giving freely, and of meer grace

and favour, whatever mufh bring about that falva-

tion : for where elfe can lie the difference betweeri

the two covenants? It cannot be in refped of the

eafmefs and difhculty of the duties enjoined ; for

faith and repentance are much more above the com-

pafs of natural power, than to forbear the forbidden

tree : but the difference lies in this, that the new co-

venant confifts in better promifes ; and this better-

nefs, in the free, abfolute, independent engagement

of GOD himfelf, to invefl: his covenant ones with

all things conducing to the blelTednefs held forth ;

as w'ell that to be done on their part, as on his own

upon their doing of it : that is, plainly, to give tq

them, and work in them, whatever in this covenant

he requires of them. The law fliews matter of duty,

but gives not wherewith to perform it : the covenant

of grace does both, by writing the law in the heart

:

and without this, it would flill have been but a co-

venant
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venant of works, be the duties enjoined whatever
you will. It therefore runs not upon conditional or

fallible terms, ''
1 will, if ye will ;" but abfolute

and fovereign, " I will, and ye fliall." This cove-

nant does not only give life upon terms of believino-;

but faith alfo and holinefs, as the neceflary means
of attaining that life : and this, not upon your inge-

nuous compliance (as fome term it), or better im-

proverpent of what you have in common with other

men (fuch allegations the LORD difallows, and

often cautions againft), but of grace. It is a cove-

nant made up of promifes; and promife (by Scrip-

ture intendment) is always free: both freely made,

and freely performed ^ without the defert or procure-'

mentof men. Take Ifaac for infiance : Abraham's

body was now dead, and for Sarah (befides her na-

tural barrennefs), " it ceafed to be with her after the

" manner of women,'' and yet Sarah fhall have a

fon, (Gen. xviii. 11. 14.) But how? The promife

had in it (though Abraham and Sarah had not) what-

ever might tend to Ifaac's conception and birth; and

for this caufe he was called " the fon of the pro-

" mife," (Gal. iv. 23. 28.) as alfo believets are,

(Rom. ii. 8. Gal. iii. 29.) they are alfo termed

*' heirs of promife ;" (Heb. vi. 17.) And on this

account CHRIST is called the " promifed feed;"

and the^HOLY GHOST the " SPIRIT of pro^

** mife ;" namely, to Ihew the independent frcenefs

of thofe divine gifts; the promife of lending them,

their adtual coming, and effcdlual operations, are all

free, and free in all refpe6ls. This " dew from thd

*« LORD waiteth not for men," (Micah, v. 7.)

R r FoK
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For further illuflration, the Jews are a pertinent

infiance, as ye read in Jeremy, (Jer. xxxii. 30

—

2,5-)

they had done nothing but evil from their youth up,,

and were a continual provocation ^ and when fcat-

tered among the nations, were no whit bettered • but

caufed even the heathen to blafpheme : and yet not-

withftanding all this, the LORD will gather them,

and " give them an heart to fear him for ever," (ver,-

3^—44.) and this, even whife they were not moved,.

*' neither could they bluOi,.'* (chap. viii. 12.) See

alfo with what inexprelTible freenefs of grace the

LORD deals with them in the xliiid of Ifaiah, " I,

" even I am he that blotteth out thy tranrgreffion,

—

** and will not remember thy hns,*' (Ifa. xliii. 25.)

But what is the introdudion to this fo great a pro-

mife? fee it, and wonder at it 1
" Thou haft not

*' called upon me, O Jacob, but thou haft been

*' weary of me, O Ifrael : thou haft not brought me
'« the fmall cattle of thy burnt-offerings : thou haft

" bought me no fweet cane with thy moneys but

" haft made me to ferve with thy fins, and wearied

" me with thine iniquities,'' (ver. 22, 23., 24.), '« I,

" even I (whom thou haft dealt fo ungratefully with

" and difingenuouily, even 1) am he that blotteth

" out thy tranfgreffions, for mine own fake," (ver.>

25.) And this was a great thing they looked nor

for: as, indeed, confidering themfelves, and what

their demeanour had been, they had no reafon to

look for it. From all which it i^ clear, that grace

refpeds not the wonhinefs of men in what it does

for them ; nay, it muft refped their unworthinefs

rather, as that by which grace is more illuftrated,

and the glory thereof more advanced: in that,

*' where



OF EFFECTUAL CALLING. 315

*' where fin abounded, grace did much more
*' abouiid/; (Rom. V. 20.) And Paul proclaims

it as verified on himfelf; '' f was a blafphemer, and
*' a perfecutor, and injurious : but I obtained mercy i

*' and the grace of our LORD was exceeding abun-
" dant," (i Tim. i. 13.) and hereupon he falls to

adoring that grace ^ " Now, to the King eternal,

'" immortal, invifible, the only wife GOD, be ho-
'V nour and glory for ever and ever. Amen,"
(verfe 17.)

The riches of mercy is made out by faving the

chief of fmners, and in quickening them when
dead, (Eph. ii. i. 4.) and it is very obfervable, that

the apoflles, whenever they mention the grace of

GOD in faving, quickening, ^c. give not the lead

intimation of men's worthinefs, preparednefs, com-
pliance, or any fuch thing; but dead in fms, and

quickening, come one on the neckv of the other (as

light does upon darknefs, which in no fort induces

the light, or prepares the dark earth or air for it), as

is abundantly evident in all their epiftles. And how
often does the LORD declare againfh all the preten-

fions of men, as to their adivenefs in this matter, in

Ifaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Hofea ? &c. and as a

bar to thofe pretenfions, the holy people he calls,

" A people fought out;" and proclaims, '« I am
" found of them that fought me not." This I lliall

end with a very obfervable inftance within my own
memory; ^nd I bring it not in for proof, but illuf-

tration. I knew a man, who when he came under

convidions, endeavoured with all his might to ftifle

them : his convidions grew (Ironger, and he hard-

ened himfelf againft them : he law their tendency ;

R r 2 but



3i6 A PRACTICAL DISCOURSE

but was fo oppofite to it, that he refolved, in exprefs

terms, he would not be a Puritan, whatever came of

it. To the church he muft go, his mafler would

have it fo ; but this was his wont, to loll over the

feat, with his fingers in both his ears : (here general

or conditional grace was furely nonplulTed.) But a

chofen vefTel muft not be fo loft : now fteps in eled-

ing grace, and, by a cafual flip of his elbow, drew

out the ftoppers, and fent in a word from the pulpit,

which, like fire from heaven, melted his heart, and

caft it in a new mould. Surely, in this the LORD
did not wait for the man's compliance or improve^

ments; his work was not originated thence, nor de-

pendent thereon.

Jrg. II. If all that pertains to falvation were not

given freely, falvation itfelf would not be of grace

;

for " to him that worketh, is the reward not rec-

" koned of grace, but of debt," (Rom. iv. 4.)

but falvation is of grace, (Eph. ii. 5.) *' By grace

" yearefaved." Andagain, (ver. 8.) "By grace

'' ye are faved, through faith :" where alfo, left the

adding of faith fliould occafiona lefTening of that or

grace, or feem to detract from the freenefs of it, he

cautioufly fubjoins, that this faith is the work of

that grace, *' not of yourfelves, it is the gift of

*' GOD." For if grace be perfedlly free in choof-

ing, it muft beanfwerably free in giving and apply-

ing the means to bring about the end it hath chofen

us to : for if the effed of the means fhould depend

upon fomething to be done by men, which gr^ce is

not the doer of, then works would put in for a fliare

in the glory of men's falvation, and io the grace of

GOD
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GOD would be dethroned, and be as if it were not •

grace is no more grace, as is argued in Rom. xi. i6.

Arg, in. Spiritual bleffings mud be given

freely, and of pure grace, becaufe the natural man
cannot perform any fnch ad as might be motive for

fuch a gift. Things materially good they may do, as

Cain in offering the firft-fruits ^ but not acceptable^

becaufe not done in a due manner; that is, in faith •

the want of which makes incenfe itfelf an abomina-
tion, (Ifa. i. 13, 14.) If without faith it beimpoffible

to pleafe GOD, then it mud be impoflible to do
ought before you believe, that may move GOD to

give you faith. Salvation is promifed to faith, re-

miflion of fins to repentance, the bleffed vifion to

purity of heart : but we find not thefe graces pro-

mifed to any ad or qualification inferior to, or o-q-

ing before the graces themfelves; our holy calling,

and the wafhing of regeneration, we are nor intided

to by works of our own, (2 Tim. i. 9. Tit. iii, 5.)

Jrg. IV. If any of the requifites to falvatidn-

fliould be given upon condition, reafon would it

fliould be that which in worth and virtue containeth

all the reft, and without which the reft had never

beet), or been of none effed, and that is our LORD
JESUS CHRIST ; of whom it is faid, that *' all

" the fulnefs of the godhead dwells in him bodily,'*

(Col. ii. 9.) " and that out of his fulnefs all grace is

" received," (John, i. 16.) the giving of whom was

the moft fuperlative commendation of GOD's love

to men, (P^om. v. 8.) and is therefore termed '' the,"

or '* that gift of GOD," (John, iv. 10.) being fuch

a gift as comprehends all others. And as touching

the free and uncoriditional giving of CHRIST, fee

that
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that ancient authentic record in Gen. iii. 15. " It

*''fhall bruife thy head :" wherein is contained an

abfokite free promife to fend the Son of GOD, in

human fledi, to be a Redeemer. And we evidently

know,, that his adual coming and performance

thereof, was not fufpended on any defert or worthi-

nefs of men : how could it, when after the fall they

did not, nor could do any thing but what might turn

his heart more againft them ? For evidence hereof,

v/e need not go out of the context : do but obferve

the firft Adam's carriage, and the manner of it, a

little before the promife was made : hrft, they be-

lieve the ferpent rather than GOD; then they break

the commandment of life, when they had neither

need nor occafion fo to do. This done, and finding

themfelves lofh, they do not fo much as feek after

GOD for help, but rather to hide*themfelves from

him ; fo far from confeffing themfelves faulty, that

they charge GOD fooliflily, and (hift the blame of

their mifcarriage upon him ;
" The w^oman whom

'' thou gavefl to be with me, fhe gave me of the

*' tree—and the ferpent (which alfo is a creature of

*' thy making), he beguiled me," ^c. Here is no-

thing in their deportment that looks like the mo-

tive of fuch a promife. But, though they run from

GOD, he will not fo part with them ; yea, he fol-

lows them, finds them out, and, for a door of hope,

freely pronounceth this gracious promife, of fending

his Son to deftroy this old ferpent, the devil; and,

confequently, the ferpentine nature, that had now

infLilled and mingled itfelf with theirs. It is the firft

promulgation of the gofpel, and fpeaks with as much

abfolutencfs as words can exprefs, " It fnall bruife
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*^ thy head.*' This I inl^the more upon, becanfe

it is the firfl that was made in time, and that ou^

cf which all following promifcs are educed.

The intent of this promife, was Adam's recovery

and comfort j who, doubtlefs, at this time, was in

a very difconfolate condition -, as lying under a fre(h

fenfe of the happinefs he had loft, and the woful

eftate he was now plunged into ; and therefore it w^as

neceffary (if Adamfliall have comfort by it), that

the terms thereof be altogether free and abfolute :

for, fuppofe them to be conditional, as, namely,

if Adam fhall now repent and convert himfelf ; if

he Ihall better improve afecond ftock (or rather, the

cankered rerhnant of that he had at iirft), my Son

then fhall come into this lower world, to ftiil that:

€nemy and avenger : his life fliall go for thy life ; I

will be friends with thee, and reftore thee to thy

farmer flate. ^AU this, and more of this 'kind, had

yielded but little comfort of hope to a guilty and de-

filed confcience, who found itfelf not only naked,

and wholly bereft of its primitive righteoufnefs, buc

at enmity with its Creator, and a bond-flave to

Satan : for fuch reafonings as thefe would have

broke in like a fiood, to bear down, and ftifie all hopes

of future fuccefs, efpecially, if when I was in fo

blefled a ftate, and endued with power to keep the

law, upon fo flight a temptation I yielded and fell ;

how fliould I rife now I am down, and my ftrength

is gone ? If when I had freedom of will, and flood

upright, I fo eafily warped into crooked paths ; how

can I hope to return, and do better, now my will is

fo perverted, and bent to a contrary courfe ? If whilft

1 had eyes in my head, and iliw things wilh clear-

nei'^



300 A PRACTICAL DISCOURSE

nefs, I yet loft my way, and wandered ; how flioulti

I think to recover it, being now both fadly bewil-

dered, and my eyes put out ? How fhould I bring

a clean thing out of an unclean, who kept not niy

heart clean when it was fo r How fliould I gain rnore

with fewer talents, who ran myfelf out of all when

I had abundantly more ? Grapes will not grow upon

thorns, nor figs on thiftles : nay, were my primitive

ftate reflored to me on the former terms, I could

not expefl: to keep it, having this woful experience

of fo caufelefs and dreadful an apoftafy, efr.

It was therefore importantly necelfary, that this

firft promife, made upon fo great and folemn an oc-

cafion, and bearing in it all the hopes and comforts

of GOD's people to eternity, fhould be thoroughly

free and abfolute, and not depend, in the leaft,

upon any good thing to be done by men as the

condition of it. And if CHRIST be given freely^

there is good ground of arguing thence, the free

giving of lefler things : for, " he that fpared not his

" own Son, how fhall he not with him freely give us

*' all things ?" (Rom. viii. 32.) " Is not the life more

*' than meat ?" (Mat. vi. 25.) Is not CHRIST more

than faith and all grace ? Has GOD given us the iledi

of his Son, which is meat indeed ; and will he not

reftore our withered hand to receive it ? It cannot

be ; efpecially confidering, that this may be done

with a word -, and without this, the other would be

loft, and as water fpilt in the ground. But though

this promife of CHRIST be virtually a promife of

all grace ; yet, becaufe of our flownefs of heart to

believe, and to win us off from our legalizing no-

tions.
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tions, the LORD cbndefccnds to gratify his people

in words, as well as fubftance : and therefore,

Jrg. V. To make it exprefsly evident, that all

fpiritual bleffings are perfedly free, he hath put

them all into abfolute^promifes. Not that all pro-

niifes run in that tenor: many of them have condi-

tions annexed; which alfo (in their place) have a

very fig nificant ufefulnefs : i. As proofs of our wil-

ling fubjedion to GOD> (Gen. xxii. 12.) 2. As
directives by what mediums we mud get to iht

bleffednefs deiigned us, (John, iii. 16. and xiv. 6.)

and how qualified for the enjoyment of it, (Matth.

V. 8. 2 Cor. vii. i.) 3. As marks and evidences of

our being in the way to it, and of thofe to whom it

doth belong, (Mark, xv. 16. Rom. viii. i. John^

X. 9.) But this annexion of condition does not im-

ply a powder in men to perform them ; though per-

formed they mufl be, before we come to the pro-t

mifed reward ^ nor does the effe(5l of thofe promifes

depend upon any aft to be done by us, which fome

oth^r promife doth not provide us with. But that

great fundamental promife, on which is founded

our hopes of eternal life, was abfolute ; it was given

before the world, (Tit. i. 2.) Though clearly con-

ditional to him with whom the compact was made,

yet perfedlly free and abfolute to us ; and, therefore,

the adding of conditions to after-promifes, may not

be taken as invalidating that firft promife, or as a

defeazance to it. It is a Scripture maxim, that

" the covenant which was before confirmed of GOD
" in CHRIST, the law (which was four hundred

« and thirty years after) cannot difannnl, that it lliculd

<« make the promife of none effeft," (Gal. iii. 17.)

S f The
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The like may be faid of promifes made in time>

namely, that the conditionality of fome does not

make void the abfolutenefs of others. As the law

was to CHRIST, fuch are conditional promifes to

the abfolute ; they fhew what we (liould be and do ;

and, by confequence, that we can neither be nor do

as we fliould; and thence infer to us, the neceflity of

divine grace to undertake for us; and then, indeed,

and not till then, is the freenefs of grace adorable,

which promifeth help in terms of an abfolute tenor.

And accordingly we find, that whatever is in one

Scripture made the condition of acceptance with

GOD, and eternal life, in other Scriptures thofe

very conditions are promifed without condition

:

fome of which we have a profped of in the following

balance, which being that of the fanfluary, may

well be allowed to caft it : nor would it be once de-

bated, if men knew their interell ; for intereil will

not lie.

. Conditional Promifes.

" Wafh ye, make you

** clean ; ceafe to do evil

;

" learn to do well : come,
*' now, and let us reafon

" together; and though

" your fins be as fcarlet,

*' they fhall be white as

« fnow,'' (Ifa. i. i6, 17,

18.)

^^ Repent and turn ; fo

" iniquity fliall not be

" your

Promifes ofthe Condition.

'' Then will I fprinkle

" clean water upon you,

" and ye fhall be clean :

*' from all your filthinefs

" will I . cleanfe you,"

(Ezek. xxxvi. 25.) " I

" will forgive your ini-

^' quity; and your fin I

*' will rememberno more,

(Jer. xxxi. 34.)

'' I will put a new fpirit

"within you/' (Ezek.

xi=
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•Conditional Promifes,

** your ruin," (Ezek.

xviii. 30.)

" Make you a new
" heart,andanewrpirit5"

(Ezek. xviii. 31)
" Hear, and your foul

" dialllive." (Ifa.lv. 3,)

*' If thou (halt feek the

*' LORD thy GOD, thou

" fhalt find him, if thou
*' feek himwith thy whole
*' heart,'* (Deut. iv. 29.)

" Then (hall we know,
** if we follow on to know
" the LORD," Hofea,

vi. 3')

" Circumcife, there-

" fore, the foreikin of

" your heart," (Deut. x.

16.)

" Return, O backflid-

" ing children," (Jer.

iii. 14.)

*' If ye be willing and

" obedient, ye fhall eat

*' the good of the land,"

(Ifa. i. 9.)
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Promifes of the Condition.

xi. 19.) "A new heart

" alfo will I give you,

" and a new fpirit will

" I put within you,"

(Ezek. xxxvi. 26.)

" Thou fhalt return,

'' and obey the voice of

" the LORD," (Deut.

XXX. 8.) " They fhall

" return unto me with

" their whole heart,"

(Jer. xxiv. 7.) "I am
" found of them that

" fought me not," (Ifa.

Ixv. I.)

" Thou fhalt call me,

" My Father, and fhalc

"not turn, from me,"

(Jer. iii. 19.)

" The LORD thy

" GOD will circumcife

" thine heart," (Deut

XXX. 6.)

" I will heal their

" backflidings," (Hof.

xiv. 4 )

" Thy people fliall be

"willing," (Pfal. ex. 3.)

" I will caufe you to walk

" injijiyftatutes," (Ezek.

xxxvi. 27. Phil. ii. 13.)

Sf I will
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Conditional Promifes.

*' I will yet for this be

*^ enquired of by the

" houfeoflfrael," (Ezek.

xxxvi. 37.)

" He that endureth

«' unto the end, the fame

" (hall be faved," Matt.

xxiv. 13.

Promifes of the Condition,

*' I will pour upon the

" houfe of David, the

" SPIRIT of grace and

'' fupplications," (Zech.

xii. 10.

^' They (hall not de-

'' part from me,'*" (Jer.

xxxii. 40.) " Who (hall

" confirm you unto the

"end," (I Cor. i. 8. Jer.

iii. 10.)

These are fome of thofe many exceeding great

and precious promifes, by which we are made parta-

kers of the divine nature, (z Pet. i. 4.) and if duly

confidered, would much conduce to eftablifh the

prefent truth, which affirms the abfolute free giving

of " all things pertaining to life and godlinefs,'^

(ver. 3.) and this nothing more plainly contra-

dicts, than to make the diipenfements of grace to

depend on the wills and improvements of natural

men : to exclude which is a principal fcope of ab-

folute promifes, " that no fle(h ihould glory in his

^' prefence," (i Cor. i. 29,) fince it is GOD that

worke.th all in all, both to will and to do ; and that

of his own good pleafure, (i Cor. xii. 6. Phil.

ii. 13.)

There are yet divers things alledged againft this

dodrine; which the holy Scriptures, with reafons

drawn from thence and fanflified experience, do af-

ford a plentiful bar and anfwer to : and this fervice

tliey have done us, to bring fom.e things to mind

(before
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(before omitted) which may prove to the further

clearing and confirmation of the truth.

Obj. All' men univerfally (others as well as thofe

you call the ele6l), are endued with means fufficient

for falvation.

Jnjw. It fliall be far from us to lefTen the means
'

afforded to any ; or their fm in not living up to what
they have : they have all means to be better than

they are ; and yet we cannot afTent, that ajl men
now (fmce the fall) have the fufficiency alledo-ed :

for, of all the reft, the name of CHRIST, and
faith in him, muft not be excluded; but thefe all

men have not. In a great part of the world CHRIST
is not fo much as named, and " how IhaJl they be-
*^ lieve in him ofwhom they have not heard ?" (Rom.
xi. 14.) and where the gofpei is, *' all men have not
*' faitlV* (2 Their, iii. 2.) For men to believe (or

fancy rather) that fome excellent perfon hath inter-

pofed an atonement, to keep off vengeance from Im-

ful men (as fome fpeak), is not to believe on the name
of the Son of GOD, but rather to ered an altar to an

wnknown deity, and to worlhip they know not what.

Our Savour tells the Jews (who knew that Me/Iiah

cometh), " If ye believe not that I am he, ye Ihail

" die in your fms,'* (John, viii. 24.) For other rea-

fons alfo, we cannot admit the objedion. i. Becaufe

it fets man in the fame ftate now, as before the fall

;

then, indeed, they had a fufficiency to retain their

prefent ftate; but ever fince, all are born children of

wrath, and enemies to GOD. 2. Becauie the ob-

jedlion, while it feems to magnify common grace,

it nullifies the fpecial ; ^as if GOD no more regarded

his own eled than other men. 3. Becaufe it lays a

• found a-
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foundation for felf-boafting: for, if all have but the

fame means given from above, the betternefs of any

muft be from themfelves ; men mufl; make themfelves

to differ; which is contrary to all reafon, fmce the

fame means can have but the fame effe^ xipon fub-

j^ds alike qualified. 4. Becaufe the Scripture fpeaks

exprefsly the contrary; and that of thofe who had

the likelieil fufficiency of any others; and yet they

" could not believe," (John, xii. 39.) and of be-

lievers themfelves, that *' they cannot think,"

(2 Cor. iii. 5.) and of CHRIST'S own difciples

(who, of all believers, had the higheft means), that

" without him they can do nothing," (John, xv. 5.)

and if fuch as thefe can neither do, nor think,

where is the fufficiency boafted of? You fay, they

have power to believe, if they will : not fo, but if

they will, they have power. Power and will, in

this matter, are the fame thing varioufly expreffed:

it is common to fay, we cannot, when nothing is

wanting but will. And, for power to will (if fuch a

thing could be) without a will to put that power

into ad, it would fignify no more than an arm with-

out flrength (which makes a fliew but can do no-

thing); like the feet and ankle-bones of him that

was born a cripple. But is not that a deplorable kind

of fufHciency, which leaves *' without hope, and

<« without GOD in the world ?" (Eph. ii. 12.) and

yet fuch is the ftate of a very great part of mankind.

You will fay, perhaps, they had a fufHciency, but

by mif-ufage they loll it : and can there be a more

palpable inftance of a thing s infufficiency, than its

inability to preferve itfelf, and the general fuccefs-

fulnefsof it? But means may be proper enough,

and
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and in their kind fufFicient, towards the produfllon

of fuch an event, and yet that event never fuccced,

for want of fomething elfe wliich alfo was requifite

for it. Some of the Jews, by the evident tefti monies

of CHRIST'S divinity, were convinced that he was

the Mefliah; but it came not up to a perfeft work.

;

** they did not confefs him," (John, xii. 42.) and
this becaufe " the arm of the LORD was not re-

*' vealed to them,'* (Ifa. liii. i.) that is, as Mofes

fpeaks, " the LORD had not given them an heart to

*> underftand," (Deut. xxix. 4,) Planting and

watering are proper, and fufficient in their kind, as

means and fecondary caufes ; but nothing as to in-

creafe, without a bleffing from GOD. Who could

reafon more ftrongly than Paul ? or fpeak more elo-

quently than Apollos ? and yet the fuccefs of their

miniftry was " as GOD gave to every nian," ( i Cor.

iii. 5.) it is GOD that worketh both will and deed,

(Phil. ii. 13.) it is he that openeth the ear to difci-

phne, (Job, xxxvi. 10.) and fealeth inftrudion,

(chap, xxxiil. 16.) wdien his hand is fet to, then it

is authentic and powerful, and not before. Of this,

thofe ancient Jews are a downright inftance : they

had means of being purged, and yet were not

purged, (Ezek. xxiv. 13.) but afterwards, the

LORD takes the work into his own hand ;
" I will

*' fprinkle clean water upon you, and ye fliall be

** clean; from all your fiUhinefs, and from all your

" idols will I cleanfe you ; a new heart alfo will I

" give you, and caufe you to walk in my ftatutes,"

(Ezek. xxxvi. 25—28.) by which it appears, that

the LORD will not only afford them means, as afore-

time, and leave the improvement thereof to them-

felvv'S

;
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felves; for that he faw would not do: but now, he

will take the whole upon himfelf: not to exempt

them from their duty, but enable them for it ; add-

ing alio his own divine power to make the means

effectual: as is plainly implied in that of the prophet

Jeremiah, *' I will bring it health and cure, and I

" will cure them,'* (Jer. xxxiii. 6.) that is, he

would give them an honeil: and good heart, which

fliall bring forth fruit to perfe6tion, ( Luke, viii. 1 5.)

Thefe are the means proper and fufficient for falva-

tion , and lefs than this will not do.

Obj. They have as full a fufFiciency as is meet

and juftfor GOD to give.

Jnfw. I. Is it meet and jufi: to do good ? Why
not then the chiefeft good that men are capable of>

which is, to have their hearts perfedly turned to

GOD, and united to him for ever ? 2. The objec-

tion attributes more to man, in the bufinefs of his

falvadon, than to GOD : for, if ail that GOD can

juftly or meetly do in order thereto, will not fave

him, without fomething done by himfelf, which

GOD is not the doer of^ then man will be reckoned

chief ap-ent in the work, and fo, " the ax will boaft

*' itfelf againft him that handles it," (Ifa. x. 15.)

Suppofe a plaifler or medicine to be made up of

twenty ingredients, and one of them to be of that

fovereign virtue, as to influence all the reft; all

which, if that be wanting, will but ulcerate the

wound, or heighten the diftemper; that one muft

be counted the principal. 3. It is not to be fuppofed,

that the great and only wife GOD would fet up a

creature, whofe will he cannot juftly and meetly

over-rule, efpecially in things requifite to the very

end
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end for which he was made : nor, that he fliould

make him for fuch an end, as that any thing condu-
cible thereto may not meetly and juftly be done, in

order to its accompHrtiment. 4. It would not an-

fwer the end of CHRIST'S receiving gifts for men;
yea, for the rebellious, to bring in whom, all power
was given to him. Suppofe a general iliould take

inthelefler forts of a revolted city^ but leave the

fort royal, which commands all the reft in the ene-.

my'shand: iball he tell his prince they would not

yield, and that, being men of reafon, he thought

it not fair to force them ? would this be a fair ac-

count of his expedition ? I trow not ; for it would

be to fay, in effecl, that he did not reduce them, be-

caufe they were rebels. 5. It cannot be righteous

or meet for men to ajErmj nor for the honour of fo-

vereign majefty to admit, that the creature's will

fhould limit, divert or fruftrate, the will and intent

of the Creator. Shall it be at Li:ie will of one pof-

feiTed, whether or no the devil lliall be caft out } Ihall

every bafe and pitiful luft have a negative vote to

that which has palled the Trinity's fiat ? It was reli-

giouilyfaid of one, '' I will not have him for my
" GOD, that hath not power over my will." And,

lajilyy Suppofe a man crazed in his head, and you

intend him an honour or office, which he never will

be capable of without the full ufe of his reafon; is

it not meeter, and doth it not argue an higher de-

gree of love, prudence and juftice, to cure his dif-

temper, though in a way contrary to his prefent

mind, than to wait his complying with your pre-

icriptions, which (as he is) he will never underftand?

And what hinders, but that GOD ma}^ -do Xq by hij>

T K
" people;



330 A PRACTICAL DI'SCOURSE

people; even give them a heart to know him, and

to fear him for ever, fave only that this boggy prin-^

ciple of human liberty will not comport with it ^

Obj. But if a fufEciency of means to repent and

believe be not' afforded to all, how lliall GOD be juft

in punifhing for neglefts ?

Anfw. The juftice of GOD will not need our

falving, efpecially by a balm of our making : whe-

ther he judge or juftify, he is juft in what he doth,

though purblind reafon fees not how. His judg-

ments are a great deep; not to be fathomed by hu-

man comprehenfion. In founding at fea, will it

follov/ that there is no bottom, becaufe your -line

will not reach it ? GOD dealt not fo (in refped of

means) with any nation as with Ifraeh and the

fiien going with Paul to Damafcus, the LORD
would not give them to fee his face, nor to hear his

voice ; both which he vouchfafed to Paul, and yet

he needs no vindication or apology for punifhing

their unbelief: " They that have finned without law,

" fhall peiifli without law," (Rom. ii. 12.) Befides,

m.en are juftly obnoxious to punifliment, for ne-

gleding or not improving the means they have ; al-

beit thofe means, when made the beft of that na-

ture can, will not fave them : they are punifhable

for not feeding and not clodiing : and yet by doing

thefe, men are not juftified. The leaft tranigreffion

lays men open to wrath ; and we cannot, by keeping

fome commands, compenfate the breach of others.

Obj. Where it isfaid, " I will write my law in

" their hearts: and caufe them to walk in my fta-

" tutes,** &c. there is no more intended by it, but

the giving of things or means proper to fuch an end.

Anfiv,
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Aufw. If one obliged to fave your life, iliould

thus expound his engagement, you would not think

it good pa3^ment, nor that he had dealt faithfully

with you. The {ti\^^ objeded cannot be the mind
and limit of that moft gracious promife: for, i. The
promife mud be as broad and large as the precept

:

ir would elfe be too fhort to repofe our confidence in.

li", then, the precept intends as much as the words

of it do literally import, then alfo doth the promife :

but the precept not only requires a ufmg the means

that tend to the duty enjoined, but the perfed,

effedual performance of the duty itfelf, both as to

matter and form ; therefore doth likewife the promife

:

and then it will follow, that to write the law in the

heart, and caufe us to walk, l£c. is more than a

means: it is the thing itfelf. 2. That dodrine is

hardly beflead, and not much to be credited, which,

for its fupport, mufb put fuch a conftrudion on the

highefl and moil abfolute promifes that GOD hath

made, as would render them weak and fruitlefs

things. 3. Where GOD hath abfolutely faid, that

fuch a thing he will do ; for men to put in conditions

or limitations, is to raze or interline a record ; which

is a felonious ad : and how he will deal with thofe

who add to, or take from, the words of his pro-

phecy, you have recorded in the laft chapter of his

book : (it is ill trifling with facred things.) 4. A phy-

fician that undertakes to cure a man of his phrenzy,

and to keep him in his right mind, is not faid to

have done his work, or made good his word (what-

ever means have been applied to him), if the patient

continue his former diftradion, or relapfe into ir.

5„ There is no need or reafon, why the LOR.D

T t 2 ihould
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fhpuld promife, or make fhew of promifing, more

than he intends to perform (for that would be as a

broken ftaflf): or why he fhould exprefs himfelf in

terms of a fuller or more abfolute engagement, than

might in all points confift with his wifdom, juftice,

holinefs, &c. 6. Lajfy, The objedion is further

excepted againft and rejeded, not only as it makes

man the chief agent in his own falvation ; but as

denying that GOD doth any thing more for them

that are faved, than for them that perifli. If men

make themfelves to differ, the gofpel defign of mag-

nifying grace, is dalhed at once. And, truly, it is

matter both of wonder and grief, to fee how induf-

triouily witty fome men are to enervate the promifes

of GOD ; as if they could not accept of falvation,

unlefs their own wills may ftand partners widi his

grace.

0^*. But is it not faid, " To him that hath fliall

" be given ?" (Matt. xxv. 29.) that is, he that ufes

common grace well, fliall have fpecial.

Jrifzv. I. If that gracious promife, of writing the

law m our hearts, intend only the affording of means

(which is but common grace), where fhall we fiild

a promife of the fpecial ? The well uiing of com-

mon grace, is indeed a duty incumbent upon all

;

but is no way meriting, or moving GOD to beflow

the fpecial : he is above all human motives ; and is

not wrought upon by them, as men' are. This is

feen by Paul, whom fpecial grace took hold upon,

even while in the heat of mifufing that which is

common : there was no fpace of time between his

being a perfecutor, and his obtaining mercy,

(i Tim. i. 3. with Adls, ix. 4, 5, 6.) 2. What pro-

portion
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portion is there, in value, between a liandful of

clay, and a talent of gold ? Infinitely more is the

difproportion between the grace of faith, and all

that a natural man can do for the obtaining of it

:

^' they that are in the flefli cannot pleafe GOD,''
(Rom, viii. 8.) 3. Whatfoever is not of faith is fin;

but a man's fin cannot be a motive for his good : to

plead your improvements, is to make your likliy racrs

an argument why GOD ihould accept you. Re-
member the condition he was in, that proffered mo-
ney for the gift of the HOLY GHOST, (Ads,
viii. 18, 19.) improvements for faith is no better

4, It would not become the wifdom, power, or

grace of GOD, to build on a foundation made ready

to his hand : he needs it not, nor will it fort with

his defign ; which is to have his grace acknowledoed

the alpha and omega of men's faivation. Lajily, A
will to improve, is as much from GOD as the thino-

to be improved :
" A man can receive nothino-, ex-

"' cept it be given him from above," (John, iii. 27.)

the thing given, and power to receive and improve it,

are both from thence : and things from above are

not fetched down by men ; but they come down
when, and upon whom, the Father of lights pleaf-

eth, (James, i. 17.)

Obj. Men are commanded to make them a new

heart, (Ezek. xviii. 31.) which muft imply an abi-

lity fo to do : for how can it be juft to require things

impoflible ; and that under fo fevere a penalty ?

Anfw. Whatever is implied in the command,

fuch allegations do furely imply, that the framers of

them are much unacquainted with the Scriptures,

or extremely rafli in drawing conclufions from them.

There
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There are reafons enough, and holy ends, which do

juftly warrant fuch commands, without fuppofing thole

to whom they are given able now to perform them :

as, I. Perhaps the LORD fpeaks it ironically; de-

riding their vain confidence, as Elijah did the priefts

of Baal, when h:e bids them, '' Cry aloud, for he is

" a god," (i Kings, xviii. 27.) will you hence infer,

that Baal was a GOD? or that idols can (liew things

to come, becaufe the LORD bids them do it,

thereby to evidence their godhead? (ICi. xli. 23.)

or that Adam had advantaged himfelf by his fall,

becaufe the LORD fays, " The man is become

*« like one of us?'* (Gen. iii. 22.) The like form

of fpeech is fometimes ufed concerning Babylon

;

" Take balm for her pain, if fo be llie may be

** healed ;" even then when '' his device was to de-

•-' ftroy her," (Jer. li. 8. with chap. 1.) So, here,

as upbraiding thofe carnal Jews v/ith their fond opi-

nion of felf-fufficiency, freedom of will, and power

to do great matters ; " Make you a new heart, for

<« why will ye die ?'*
q. d. " You know that the

" end of thefe things is death : you pretend to an

" hidi pitch of ability, that men may be good if

*' they will, and turn when they pleafe, and yet you

" cfQ on in an evil way : if ye can make you a new

*' heart, do it ; why will ye, by negleding fo eafy a

'' matter, fall under a fentence of death?" 2. To

let men know, GOD hath not loft his right of com-

manding, though they have loft their power of obey-

incr; time was when they had ir, and power to keep

it; but, having loft it, GOD is not bound to reftore

it, nor unjuft in puniiliing thofe negle61s which

arife from the want of it. It is man's duty to feek

after
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after GOD, though it be a peradventure whether

they (liall find hiui or not, (A<ls, xvii. 27.)

3. Hereby to convince them, what was that one

thing neceffary, namely, the change of heart; as,

without which, all labour is fpent in vain upon them

;

as in the parable of the fower. The root mufl be
holy before the fruit; grapes will not grow upon
thorns; nor the ftony, thorny, or highway ground
bring forth to perfedion, (Luke, iii. 12— 15.) when
Ephraim was turned, then he repented, and not be ^

fore, (Jer. xxxi. 19.) 4. That being convinced of

the neceflity of fuch a change, and findino- their own
endeavours wholly inefFedual, as Paul did, (Rom*
vii. 8, 9. 23.) they might fee alfo the neceiTity of

free grace, and of the divine power to do it for them ;

and fo have their eyes turned off from themfelves,

and drawn thitherwards, even towards thofe hills of

flrength, which the church had an eye to when they

prayed, " Turn thou me, and I (hall be turned,"

(Jer. xxxi. 18.) 5. If the giving a command from

GOD infers in men a power to obey ; then it wiH

follow, that men have a power to keep the whole

law, and that without turning afide to the right

hand or to the left; and to make themfelves holy,

as GOD is holy; for thefe he commanded, (Deur.

V. 32, 33. 2 Pet. i. 15.) But, 6. That the LORD
intends not fuch a conclufion fliould be made upon

his command, appears from the xviith of Jer. ver. i.

*' The fin of Judah is written with a pen of iron,

** and with the point of a diamond graven on the

*' table of their heart;" that is, fo as not to be blot-

ted out by human wit or ftrength : and therefore,

7. He tells them exprcfsly, it is as impoffibie lor
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them to make themfelves a new heart, *' as for the

*'\^thiopean W) change his ikin," (Jer. xiii. 23.)

" For who can bring a clean thing out of an un-

*' clean ?" (Job, xiv. 4.) " They that fandify them-

*' felves, and they that offer fwine's flefh, Iball both

" be confumed together," (Ifa. Ixvi. 17.)

Obj. Why then are men enjoinecj attendance on

the means, if there be fo little in them ?

Anfw. If there were no other reafon or end, this

were enough, that GOD had commanded it; that

binds us to ufe the means, though not the means

to effe6b the thing it is ufed for: nor is the means fo

much to be confidered, as GOD's inflitution and

appointment j nor the ufe thereof to be reded on,

but the grace and power of GOD giving influence

thereto; who himfelf is not bound to means or me-

thod : originally he is found in his own way, and

out of it we are not to look for him.

Obj. But to what end is the gofpel preached in

terms univerfal, and univerfally to all, if fome par-

ticular and determinate perfons only can receive it ?

Anfiv. The counfel of GOD concerning el^ftion

it fecret : the minifter knows not who are the objeds

of it; and therefore muft preach to all, according to

his commiffion. The LORD deals in this, as in

the matter of lots: Saul was fore-appointed to be

king ; yet all Ifrael mud come together, and lots

mull be caft on the whole nation, as if the perfon

were yet undefigned, (i Sam. ix. 16. with chap. x.

20, 21.) The falling of the lot was wholly contin-

gent, as to men: another might have been taken

as well as he it fell upon: but the ^LORD difpofed

it, and cafts it on the /ight perfon, (Prov. xvi. 2t3')

So
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So, touching the gofpel, it is fcnt to a place where

(perhaps) but one, or very feweledl perfons are, and
thofe only lliall be taken by it, and yet it mufl be

publillied to the whole city promiicuouily : but the

HOLY GHOST, " who knoweth the deep things

" of GOD,'* brings it to the hearts of thofe for

whom it is prepared, and there it fixeth : which the

jailor, Lydia, and other examples make evident.

Obj, Man is a rational creature, and accordingly

to be proceeded with: but this way and manner of

converfion deflroys all freedom of will 3 and makes
converfion a compulfory thing.

Anfiv. The will cannot be forced: the man ma/
be forced to ad againft his will, but not to will

againft his will : or, he may will that to day, which

yefterday he willed not : but this change is fo far

from being an infringement, that it is rather an effect

and demonftration of his freedom. There are three

forts of compulfion, violent, natural, and rational.

I. Violent 3 when a man is conftralncd to do that

which his will is oppofite to: thus the Ifraelites, to

ferve the Egyptians, and go into captivity : fo alfd

Paul, and other faints, are led captive to tliac they

would not, (Rom. vii. 9.) but the will in converfion

comes not under this kind of conllraint, nor any-

thing like it. 2. There is a natural compulfion j

thus men and other creatures are compelled to eat,

drink, ileep, and breathe ; there needs no violent

Land to impofe it, nor arguments to perfuade to it

;

they do it by inftind, which GOD hath endued

them with for their own confervation : this kind of

compullion is proper to the foul converted, in refer-

ence to a fpiritual life and actions. 3. There is alfo

V u aratioual
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a rational compulfion, which is neareft the cafe in

hand: this is when the iinderflanduig and judgment

are convinced of the goodnefs, neceffity, or expe-

diency of a thing; which before he judged other-

wife of. For this, fee the prodigal's reafons for re-

turning to his father, (Luke, xv. 17.) and the le-

pers for going to the Syrians camp, (2 Kings, vii.

3,4.) there reafon told them, it was better to g<y

where there was hope, than tarry where there was

none. See alfo the arguments for the faints living

to CHRIST; the love of CHRIST conftrains them

;

i,hey cannot butfo judge, namely, that if CHRIST
died for them, they are bound to live to him,

(2 Cor. v. 14.) yet no breach of their liberty, albeit

that other while they were otherwife minded.

The firfl of thefe, namely, that which is violent,

our doftrine hath nothing to do with: it is true,

there is a drawing in converfion ; and there would be

no converfion without it; ^' no man can come to

*' CHRIST except he be drawn,'' (John, vi. 44.)

which drawing implies an averfenefs, or at leaft a

difability in him that is drawn; and, confequendy,

a kind of force or extrinfical power put forth upon

him. But let me fay, it is fuch a force, as the en-

lightened foul moll gladly fubjeds itfelf unto, and

would not be from under the power and bleffed in-

fluence of it for a world. Let it therefore be ob-

ferved how the Father draws : it is in the mod ge-

nuine and kindly way that can be conceived : he

draws by teaching, (John, vi. 45.) not as Gideon

taught the men of Succoth, (Judges, viii. 16.) nor

as the tafk-malicrs drew the people to their burdens,

(Exod. v. -iS.) but as Jacob was drawn into Egypt;

who
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who need not be forced to diflodge, and remove
his tent, when he found himfelf furrounded with

famine, and he heard there was corn in Egypt; that

the king had fent waggons for him, and provifions

for the way ; telling him withal, that the good of all

the land was before him; efpecially confidering that

his beloved Jofeph was there alive, and in the greateft

honour, ready to receive him, (Gen. xlv.) In like

manner, when the foul hath a fight of theholinefs of

GOD, and of its own vilenefs; of the purity

Uraitnefs, and juftfeverity of the law; with its own
vincleannefs, crookednefs, guiltinefs, and difability,

either to keep it, or bear the vengeance of it : that

in GOD alone is all its bleflednefs ; and that yet it

cannot pollibly come at him, but as dried ftubbleto

a devouring flame: and yet again, if he comes not,

he dies in the place where he is, and muft dwell with

everlafting burnings ; and withal hears of a mediator,

who came from heaven to fave fuch as himfelf is;

and who cafhs out none that come to him; and by

w^hom he may come to GOD both fafely and accepta-

bly : there will need no violent hand on the will

;

even love to himfelf makes the foul wings. There

is, indeed, a violent (or rather, almighty) conftraint

and calling out of him that did ufury upon the will,

and perverted it, by deluding the underftanding with

falfe gloiies and carnal reafonings; which being dif-

pelled by the true light's Ihining, the will Mh in

with it, and follows with perfedt freedom. CHRIST
offered no violence to the man when he caft out the

legion ; but thereby reftored him to his proper free-

dom: for we prefently find him at " JESUS's feet,

'< clothed, and in his right mind, (Luke, viii. 35.)

U u 2 defirine
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defiring now to dwell with him, the fight of whom
beifore was a torment to him: here, no man will

fay, the patient was wronged, though his will was

crofledj if any do, there is caufe to enquire, whe-

ther himfelf be yet in his right mind. When the fa-

culties are put in order by renovation, the under-

flanding is the fpirit of the will; which therefore

looks and goes the fame way as of courfe, as the

wheels did after the living creatures, (Ezek. i. 19.)

without any foreign or violent conftraint : it hath

now a fpring within it, by which it is moved and

guided (itfelf being alfo renewed and fandified) ac-

cording to this renewed light : as a needle that is

righdy touched, needs not to be forced to look to*

wards the pole; it will do it by fympathy :
" if the

" eye be fingle, the whole body is full of light/*

(Matt. vi. 22.)

But fuppofe the thing objedled to be true (namely,

that in converfion the will fulfereth violence), it no

way deferves to \iQ fliled cruel or tyrannical, as fome

(extremely tender in nature's concerns !) do prefume

to fpeak, nor indeed to be complained of in the lead,

lince the tendency and ilTue thereof is an infinite

good. What father would not crofs the will of his

child, rather than fee him deftroyed by his fool-har-

dinefs? ib all parents, as it were, force their children's

will for their good, and be blamelefs; and fhall not

much more the Father of fpirits, that we may live ?

(Heb.xii. 9.) Was it not a mercy to Jeremiah, that

" the word of the LORD was as fire in his bones,

*' that he could not forbear fpeaking,"
(
Jer. xx. 9.)

rather than be confounded for holding his peace?

How much better is it to enter into life halt or maimed

,

than
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than go into hell with a whole ikin ! I hope there is

none fo much befide themfelves as to judge otherwife

of it ; or complain of their being compelled to go
to heaven, though it were by a whirlwind and cha-

riot of fire. At firft, I grant it is pure neccfficy

drives to CHRIST : but afterwards, his perfonal ex-

cellency and lovelincfs conftrain to abide with him j

(a fweet and blefled compuliion!) and now you

would not leave him again, although the firft ne-

ceflity of your going to him were quite at an end

;

but ftill we fay, as before, that the will is not vio-

lated, but changed, and that in a due and orderly

way, by being made fubject to an enlightened under-

Handing, than which there is nothing more pleafanc

and natural to it.

Inferences.

The inferences from this dodrine I reduce to

two forts; I. Cautionary, to prevent the mifufmg

fo great a truth : 2. Diredive, to draw forth fome

of the fpirits of it into pradice : and of thefe, in-

termixedly and briefly, though capable of much en-

largement. In general, take notice, that the fcope

and defign of the dodrine, is not to fofter remifsncfs

in duty, nor to countenance a ftupid or carnal quiet:

but, to fet forth the fulnefs, freenefs, and prevalent

efficacy of divine grace, with the creature's nothing-

nefs (as to any confiderable ad) in this matter.

More particularly

:

Infer. \. Presume not yourfelf interefted in the

promife of eternal life, until you find in yourfelf

thofe neceffary evidential qualifications of faith and

.^generation : or, at leaft, a truly earneft and reftleis

pur-
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purfult after them :
" I will not let thee go, except

" thou blefs me," (Gen. xxxii. 26.)

Infer. II. Let not the means be defpiftd, or

lightly regarded, becaufe of themfelves not fufficient

to fave. Where the means are, the LORD ex-

peds that men fhould ufe them ; and we read not

of any faved without, where they might be had.

hifer. III. Let no man fit ftill in the wilful or

carelefs negled of his duty, pretending, that if

elected he (hall furely be faved ; if not, all be can do

will not help him. Such a difpofition argues a great

height of pride, or fullennefs of fpirit, and enmity

againft GOD : fly from it, as from hell ; for it is

truly that death which hell follows after : as, on

the contrary, ye can hardly have a more hopeful

i}'mptom of your Hate, than a ferious attendance

upon GOD in his way. And, in feeking to know

your ele6tion, begin at the right end ; give all dili-

gence to make 3.^our calling fure ; and the certainty

of your election will fall in upon it.

Infer. IV. Take notice, from the import and te-

nor of the contrary doctrine, what ftanding need and

ufefulnefs there is of thofe often repeated cautions,

to '* try the fpirits ; fearch the Scriptures ; take heed
*"* how you hearj" and not to be led by " fairfliews^

"in the flelh.'* The more fmooth and pleafing

notions are to the carnal ear, the more to be

fufpe(fted, and thoroughly examined before theypafs.

Let the drift of the law and the teftiniony determine

the queftion ; and that will tell you, thofe dodrines

arc not to be held guildefs, that cry up that excel-

lent creature man ; with the ftrength and capacity of

natural reafon, the fufficiency of free-will grace;

power



OF EFFECTUAL CALvLlNG, 343

power of improvement (and truly I know not what,

for they are. not after the pattern of vvholefome

words) ', making thefe the great hinge whereon the

defign (that glorious defign) of grace in eledion, the

mediation of CHRIST, and the HOLY GHOST's
operations, mufl all hang and move ; yea, be fruf-

trate too, and come to nothing, except the rea-

lon of man will dethrone itfelf, and fubmit to

that which it reckons foolifhnefs. Godlinefs is

a myftery, (i Tim. iii. 16.) and a great one (it

is .a fpiritual myftery) ; which it could not be

faid to be, if reafon could comprehend it. . With

all your care and circumfpedlion, fly from that dan*

gerous quickfand; which the Jews funk into and pc-

riflied, (Rom. ix. 31, 32.) and how many in our

days are in danger of it ! It hath flain its thoufands,

for others fingle tens. As preventive of this, I would

put in a three-fold memorial.

I. That there is a fpeclfic difference between

moral virtues and divine, or holinefs of truth. True

holineft has all morality in it 3 but all that is called

moral may be without true holinefs, nor will ever rife

to it ; fublimation does not vary the kind ; holinefs

muft have a root of its own : he that bed knew the

nature of things, and what may be made of them,

atiirms it as irrational to think otherwife, as to exped

figs from thiftles, (Matt. vii. 16.} That they pro^

ceed from feveral heads, appears from their feveral

ends. What rifes from the divine nature, directs

its courfe towards GOD, ^nd ceafes not until it

arrive at him; and what rifes in felf, terminates

there; as a circle, wherefoever it begins, there il

ends, fetch it never fo far a compafs. Paul was x

moralift of no ordinary fize i
his often quoting it,

ihcW;:?
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ftews the efleem he had once had of it : but when

it pleafed GOD to reveal his Son in him, (Gal. i.

^5.) he counts it all but dung, (Phil.iii. 8.) which

he would not have done, had the new creature fprung

out of the old : but thus far he was, when he knew

better things, from his former fondnefs; and fo fhall

we. Think not, therefore, to find in yourfelves the

materials of gofpel holinefs, or to raife them out of

the dull of your natural endowments : which, though

of good ufe in their place, will not bear of the right

kind, (Matth. xii. 33.) till headed by the ingrafted

word, (James, i. 21.) He that thinks to draw fav-

ing graces out of natural principles, does but fpin

out his- bowels to die in his own web.

2. You may not think to obtain fpecial grace upoit

your improvement of that which is common ; he

that does, builds on a wrong foundation, and is

yet under a covenant of works ; under which no

man was ever faved, or fliall be, (Gal. iii. 10.)

This was the cafe with thofe who followed after the

law of righteoufnefs, and did not attain to it : what

was it that hindered ? " They fought it (as it were)

*' by the works of the law,'' (Rom. ix. 31, 32.) and

yet the Gentiles, who fought it not, attained it, (Rom.

ix.30.) Where note (bythe way), that thofewhodonot

at all feek after righteoufnefs and life, are as likely to

fpeed, as thofe who feek it unduly ; that is, by-

works of their own. In vain is falvation looked for

from the hills of natural freedom, free-will-grace,

human improvements, or whatever elfe is of highefh

efleem with men : none in fuch danger of being

broke off (that is, of lofing that they profefs and

feem to have), as thofe who are high-minded, who

ftand
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ftind on their terms, and will not yield without tak-
ing their baggage wich them : it was the very fame
with thofe carnal Jews, " Wc have Abraham to our
*' father; were never in bondage to any man,"
(John, viii. ^2-) " And are we alio blind r" (John,
ix. 40.) If thy carnal heart hath been hankering that

way, and is now brought off, blefs the LORD -for

itj remember the danger thou haft efcaped, and
come no more there j and bear in thy heart, as a
frondet between thine eyes, that good word re-

corded in Jeremy, which fliews the danger of mak-
ing '' ilefli thine arm," and the bleflednefs of trufl-

ing only in the LORD, (Jer. xvii. 5, 6, 7.) And
this, I vejily think, is the caufe that feme, who have

made a fair profeflion, do fail off and wither ; thev

make the promifes of grace conditional, and the

efficacy of them to depend upon their free-wilFs dif-

pofe, and treat them accordingly. Such faich is

but of human extrad ; it is of men, and therefore it

comes to nought ; whereas, '' if it were of GOD, it

*' could not be overthrown," (Adls, v. 38.)

3. Human wifdom is no competent judge in

this matter. Ye may as well try metals on a brick-

bat, of judge of colours by moon-light, as of fpi-

ritual things by natural reafon; they are above it,

though not contrary to it : nor will the clearnefs of

light without help in this cafe; high-noon and mid-

night are both alike to one that was born blind; the

light of the fun, if feven-fold, would but more

dazzle the fight that is not adapted for it. Divine

things are not vlfible but by an organ fuitably dif-

pofed ; in the want of v^hich the Scripture itfclf is

too often perverted ; and the letter of it fet up to

X X obii-
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obliterate its meaning. The verydifciples ofCHRIST
knew not the Scriptures, but as he " opened their

*' underftanding,'* (i John, v, 20. with John,

XX. 9. and Luke, xxiv. 45.) and (hone inco it: and

enabled by this, they looked upon and handled the

word of life as fuch, (i John,i. i.) '' they beheld

*' his glory, the glory as of the only begotten Son of

" the Father," (John, i. 14.) when, at the fame

time, the learned fcribes, with all their moral and

literal endowments, faw no fuch thing; but counted

him a deceiver, and one poffefTed, (John, vii. 12.

20. chap. X. 20.) " The things of GOD knoweth

« no man, but the SPIRIT of GOD," and he to

whom the SPIRIT will reveal them: " but the na-

" tural man (while fuch) receiveth not the things

''of the SPIRIT," (i Cor. ii. 14.) ^' they are

" foolilhnefs to him," (iCor. i. 18, 19. and Heb.

i. 5.) " neither can he know them, becaufe they are

" fpiritually difcerned," and not otherwife. " But,

'' he that is fpiritual, endued with power from on

" high, (Luke, xxiv. 49.) judgeth all things, yet

*' he himfelf is judged of no man," (i Cor. ii. 15.)

no unfpiritual man underftands him, nor his princi-

ples ; it is a " new name, which no man knows but he

" that hath it," (Rev. iii. 17.) Hence they are

called unintelligible
,
notions ; and *' what will this

" bablerfay? when he preached JESUS, and the

" refurredlion of the dead," (Ads,xvii. iS.) And
for this caufe the apoftle ftill prays for thofe he

writes unto, " That GOD would give them the fpi-

'^ rit of wifdom and revelation, and enlighten the

" eyes of their underftanding," (Eph. i. 17, 18,)

where note, that one of the great things they were

t9
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to dicern, was, the " exceeding greatnefs of the di-
*' vine power put forth in them that beheve," (ver.

19.) and, that " they miglit abound in knowledge,
" and in all judgment; and this, that they might
'' approve things that are excellent," (Phil, i. 9,

10.) (or try things that differ, as the margin hath it.)

So, for the Colofiians; " He ceafeth not to pray for
** them, that they might be lilled with the know'-

" Jedge of his will, in all wifdom and fpiritual un-
'* derflanding," (Col. i. 9.) Which Scriptures

plainly import, that there is not in every man this

knowledge; nor yet enough in the bed; for why
iliould he pray fofolemnly for that which is common,
or eafily obtained ? fo then, wifdom is the principal

thing, (Prov. iv, 7.) and it mud be wifdom from

above^
(
James, iii. 17.) without which the mind is

not good, nor capable of right judgment, however

garnifhed with human habiliments : but, endued

with this, thofe other will be ferviceable handmaids
jj

if the eye be fingle, the whole body fliall be full of

light. Thofe leffer lights are yet of ufe, and may

ferve to rule the night (which they were made for),

but when the day-ftar is up, they vanilh; then thofe

wild beafts ofhuman abilities, lie down in their dens,

and man goes forth to his work, (Pfal. civ. 22.)

with another kind of ikill and power than ever he

had before, and with better fuccefs. Therefore

" get wifdom, and with all thy getting, get under-r

«« {landing," (Prov. iv, 7.) " It is a well-fpring of

" life to him that hath it," (Prov. xvi, 22.) the

image of GOD and eternal life begin here, (John,

xvii. 3. Col. iii. 10.) The firft flep towards it, is

your fenfe of its want :
" he that thinks he knpws

X X ^
" any



348 A PRACTICAL DISCOURSE

'' any thing, knows nothing yet as he ought to

*' know, (i Cor. viii. 2.) The more ye know in

truth, the deeper fenfe fhall ye have of your Icanty

attainments. *' He that will be wife, let him be-

" come a fool (in his own fight), that he may be

" wife,*' (I Cor. iii. 18.) " Whom GOD will

<' teach knowledge, and make to underfland doc-

*' trine, he w^eans from the milk, and draws from

" the breads'' (Ifa. xxviii. 9.) of their mother-wit

and carnal underftanding. Your next ilep is, to

feek wifdom where it is to be had, namely, at the

fountain-head, '' the Father of lights,*' (James,

i. c.) He that thinks to obtain of himfelf (a phrafe

too much in ufe with fome), goes to a wrong door;

and is but as likely to fpeed, as a beggar that afketh

an alms of himfelf: and hence it is, that in fo many

feekers, there are fo few that find. When Solomon,

from a fenfe of his childhood in knowledge, fought

wifdom of GOD, he obtained it; when of himfelf,

though better flocked than before, he failed; " I

" faid 1 will be wife, but it was far from me," ( Eccl.

vii. 23.) he feemed (at this turn) to be of the free-

will perfuafion, and he fped accordingly. He there-

fore puts upon this courfe a mark of ignominy

;

^' He that trufteth to his own heart is a. fool/' (Prov.

xxviii. 26.) 1 heartily wifli it may not be faid 10 any

among us, '' Thy wifdom and thy knowledge, it

*' hath perverted thee," (Ifa. xlvii. 10.) And hav-

ing once got this fpiritual faculty, preferve it like

•' fire upon the altar ; let it never go out," (Lev.

vi. 13.) and for your growth in it, live up to what

you know. " He that will do his will, ihall know
»' of his doArine," (John, vii. 17. 2 Pet. i. 5—8.)

Infer.
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Infer, V. If tl\e divine power be fo abfolutely ne-

celTary ; then reft not on means or miniftrv, tliougli

the beft ; ufe them as means, but flill have your

eye towards that power and grace which alone can

make them effectuaL Ehdia fmote the waters v;ith

Ehjah's mantle i but it was the GOD of Elijah that

parted them hither and thither, to make a way over,

(2 Kings, ii. 14.) Men rolled the ftone from La-

zarus*s grave; but CHRIST was he who brought

Lazarus forth, (John, xi. 41—44.) (o, the minifter

preaches CHRIST ; but it is GOD only that gives

an underftanding to know him. Our bufinefsis, to

mind our duty, and to have our faith in GOD, as

the principal part of it : for, he it is, who is both

the maker of our plaifter, and the layer of it on

;

who alfo doth influence and manage it for us, from

firft to laft; he is both author and finilher, (Heb.

xii. 2.) '' It is GOD that worketh all in all,"

(i Cor. xii. 6.)

Infer. VI. In looking over the feveral parts of

this great work, and parties concerned about it, let

not the grace of JESUS CHRIST be overlooked;

nor let it be lightly confidered, how little (indeed

lefs than nothing) you or I have done to induce or

help it on. See how manifeftly our Lord and-

Redeemer approves himfelf the good fhepherd : he

is not fatibfied to fend his fervants, but he goes him-

felf j and fuch is his care and love to our fouls, that

he leaves no place unfearched ; ranges the briars and

thickets; balks neither mountains nor valleys ; no,

not the valley of the fnadovv of death ; nay, he knows,

that there he is moft likely to meet them, and refts

him not until he has found. He doth, as it were,

forget
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forget the ninety and nine of his very fheep, tliat

are already brought in (yet fa, as not to leave them

without a good guardian), and all to fetch in a

flraggler : which having found, he doth not yet

think it found, till he have it at home in the fold.

It is not enough with him to move, argue, perfuade,

threaten ; and if they will not comply, let them take

their courfe, and feed on the fruit of their doings

:

his mercies are not like cm' free-will mercies to our-

felves : to fee them but deeper plunged, by all he

liath done for them, would not be to fee of the tra~

vail of his foul and be fatisfied. But if all this will

not do (and he knows it will not), he apprehends

ills loft flieep (as he did Manafleh and Paul, or as

an officer does a fugitive), lays it on his (boulders,

and brings it home ^ which plainly (hews the flieep's

averfenefs to return : for, if it would either lead or

drive, the fhepherd would not trouble himfelf ta

bear it on his back. O that the love and faithful-

nefs of CHRIST might have its weight on cur

hearts, to love him highly, and ourfelvesonly for his

fake, who faves us atfirft againft our wills, in faving

\is from felf-willednefs 3 and fo making us willing to

be faved indeed !

Infer. VII. If all that pertains to falvation be

given in right of eledion, then let every foul that

feks for fpiritual gifts, and would be fure to fpeed,

apply himfelf to eleding love; -and let all your

thankfulnefs for all that you have or hope for, be re-

ferred to that love : for that is the rock out of which

they are hewn, the fountain and fpring from whence

they proceed. See the bounty and noblenefs of it!

electing love not only provides your home, but

fends
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fends you waggons and provifion for the wa}' : re-

gard not your fluff: wliatcvcr you have of your

own, be it good, or he it bad; for, " the good of
** all the land is yours." Make mention of nothing

that is properly thine, except the " greatnefs of thy
" fins," as David, (Pfal. xxv. 1 1.) the power of in-

dwelling corruption, as Paul, (Rom. vii.) thy ina-

bility to ferve him, as Jofliua and Jeremiah, (Jolh.

xxiv. 19. Jer. i. 6.) that without faith thou canfl not

pleafe GOD, nor give glory to him; that without

holinefs thou canft not flievv forth his virtues, nor

anfwer the end for which he haih chofen thee : and,

finally, that thou canft be fanclined by that will

only, which wills thy i'andification, (Heb. x, 10.)

When Mofes would prevail for the gracious pre-

fence of GOD with that people, what does he plead

for it? ''Remember (fays he), this nation is thy

" people; and wherein iball it be known, that I

" and thy people have found grace in thy fight ? Is

" it not in this, that thou goeft with us ?" (Exod.

xxxiii. 13. 16.) Here, you fee, he makes GOD's
prefence with them an evidence of his having chofen

them ; and from his choofingthem, he draws an ar-

gument why he (liould be with them. Mofes duril

not fay, " They are a people that keep thy com-
" mands ; they are perfons of a very honcft, inge-

" nuOus difpofition (as fome fpcak) ; a tradable lort

** of men, that have complied with thee, and better

" improved thy favours than their neighbours have

" done ; therefore own them, and go with them :"

no, but " confider, I pray thee, that they are thy pco-

" pie ; thou haft chofen them above all people,"

(Deut. X. 15.) and therefore deal with them above

the rate of thy dealings with other nicn.

In



352 A PRACTICAL DISCOURSE

In like manner, having received any fpeclal fa-

vour from GOD, facrifice not to your better deferv-

ings ; but as Daniel, who though a man of fingular

wifdom, yet, fays he, '' This fecret is not revealed

*' to me, for any wifdom that I have more than any

" living,'* (Dan. ii. 30.) Thus alfo we find Da-

vid deporting himfelf, when Nathan brought him

that gracious meffage from GOD, how great things

he would do for him, and for his houfe ; what does

David put it upon ? " Thou, LORD GOD, know-
** eft thy fervant j" that is, thou knoweft that 1 have

done nothing which might move thee to this muni-

ficent bounty : but, " for thy word's fake, and ac-

" cording to thine own heart, thou haft done all

*' thefe great things," (2 Sam. vii. 20, 21.) this is

the voice of the man after GOD's own heart.

Again, fuppofe you have done any fignal fervice

for GOD; retire into felf-abafement, and magnify

GOD, that he was pleafed to vouchfafe you that ho-

nour. Thus alfo did David, when fetting his affedlion

to the houfe of GOD, he had gathered that huge in-

credible mafs of treafure for the building it : he won-

ders not fo much at his having gotten it (though that

might well be wondered at) ; as that he had an heart

fo freely to devote it to that facred ufe :
" Who am

*' I (fays he), and what is my people, that we fhould

" be able to offer thus willingly? for all things are

" of thee," (1 Chron. xxix. 14.) He acknow-

ledgeth their willino-nefs to offer to be as much of

GOD, as the offering itfelf. And Paul, having la-

boured more abundantly than all the apoftles, puts

from hmifelf the honour of it :
'* Not I, but the

f' grace ofGOD which was with me/' ( i Cor.xv. 10.)

Three
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Three or four things, in feeking for fpiritual

bleflings, be fure to keep flill in your mint].

I. That you mufl be nothing in yourfelf. New
xvine Is not for old bottles ; the bottles mufl firft be
undone, and made up a-new; or elfe the wire will

be fpilt, and the bottles perifh, (Matt. ix. 17.) All

your imaginary righteoufnefs, vvlfdom, flrength,

&c. muft be parted from you ; and it is as neccliary,

as to leave your made ground, to build on the firm

rock«.

2. THAt fpiritual bleiTings are a gift, and will

not admit of any plea which may feem to make them
wages. Lazarus loved CHRIST, yet would not

his fiflers ufethat as their argument; but, '' LORD,
" he whom thou loved is fick,*' (John, xi. 3.) What
the Scripture holds forth as a motive with GOD, that

you may plead, and that in his name: and, indeed,

nothing elfe is pleadable at the throne of grace.

Efteem not yourfelf the better for what you may carry

with you : think not to be accepted becaufe of yout

prefentj it is not your money, (lia. lv» i. John, vii.

37.) nor your double money in your hand, ihat will

fetch you corn from above, though it may from

Egypt : liiver and gold, your own works and wor-

thinefs, are of no value at the mint of free-grace ;

but there it is, and thence you mult have whatever

may render you welcome at xhe court of heaven.

Be not over-folicitous how you fliall fpeed ; nor

think you fhall fare worfe for coming in fo tat-

tered and pitiful a condition. Free- grace is com-

paffionate, rich, bountiful : you are not the lefs

welcome, becaufe you bring nothing : the bed qua-

lification is to find yourfelf ill-qualified, empty, hun-
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gry, poor, naked, blind, mlferable. Electing love

hath provided enough, and more : not bread and

water only (though thefe are very welcome to an

hungry and thirfty foul), but wine and milk, '' wine

" on, the lees, a feafl of fat things,*' (lia. xxv. 6.)

not aprons made of fig-leaves^ or coats of beads,

ikinsj but '' long robes of linen, fine and white,"

(Rev. xix. 8.) not money made of leather, or bafe

metal, that would burthen one to carry a month's

provifion of it; but gold, and of that the fineft, and

tried in the fire, (Rev. iii. i8.) which hath nothing

of drofs or cankering rufl adhering to it. And if

thou have but little, look on that little as an earnefb

of more ;
'' To him that hath fliall be given :" al-

though thou be but " fmoaking flax, he will not

" quench thee," (Ifa. xlii. 3.) But to make fu re

this important work.

4. Be fure you leave not out your Mediator, the

LORD JESUS CHRIST. Eleding love doth all

in him, and fo mufl: you : ailc all in his name, and

then fay, " LORD, he is worthy for whole lake

" thoij fhouldeil do this." And, withal, take heed

of patching ; join not law and grace together, left

the rent be made worfe: the righteoufnefs wherein

you muft appear before GOD, is not made up of

divers forts and pieces, pardy his and partly your

own ; but a feamlefs vefture, wrought throughout

of one kind of fubftance, and by one hand : in this

you may approach with boldnefs, and touch the top

of the golden fceptre.

Infer. \lll. Having fo firm and impregnable a

rock to found your faith upon ; why fhould the

greateft of difncukies, even the power of inbred cor-

ruption.
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rnption, difcourage any foul from cafling itfelf upon
eleding love, as that which is perfcdly able ; and

the very defign of it is, to fiibdue iniquity, as well

as to pardon it ? It chofe us, not becaufe we were,

or would be holy, but that we might be fo, ( Eph.

i. 4.) and, to that end, undertakes the whole of our

work for us. It is between us and fm, as it was be-

tween Ifrael and the Canaanites ; until the LORD
began to drive, they did not fliv; they were giants,

too big for graflioppers to deal with ; had iron cha-

riots, and cities walled up to heaven: and yet that
'

company of grafhoppers turned them out ; and this,

becaufe the LORD, who gave them that land, was

at the head of them ^ he went before them, and cut

their way for them ; while he drove, they were

driven; when he ceafed, the work flood flill, (Plal.

xliv. 23. Exod. xxiii. 28.) nay, his own people

were routed and put to the worfe,
(
Jofli. vii. 4.)

And we fhall find both Mofes and Jolhua flill ufing

arguments fetched from the covenant that GOD had

made with them, by which always they were fup-

ported. Let us do likewife, make cledion our all ;

our bread, w^ater, munition of rocks, and whatever

^iit we can fuppofe to want : here we are fure of fup-

ply and fafety : it is a tower that is really walled up

to heaven j a never-to-be emptied cloud of manna,

and a Jacob's well that is never dry; it is deep in-

deed, and you have nothing (of your own) to draw

with; yet be not diGieartened ; flay by it, and the

well itfelf fhall rife up to you, (Numb. xxi. 17.) ra-

ther than you fliall want.

Infer, IX. Having done all you can, and in the

midfl of your doing, walk humbly, as living on

'Y y 2 another's
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another's bounty. AlTume not to yourfelf, but af-

ciibe the whole of your falvation, and of all the con-

ducements thereto, to eledling grace, and hang on

that root alone : even faith itfelf, as it is the believer's

ad, is not to berefted in, nor to fhare in this glory.

We may fay of faith, as he to Felix, whom C^far

fet over them, '' By thee we enjoy much quietnefs j"

but the honour chiefly belonged to C^far, who gave

them that governor. Give unto faith its due; " ac-

*' cept always, and in all places, the benefits you
*' have by it, with all thankfuinefs," (Ads, xxiv.

2,3.) for it does you many good offices, and you

cannot indeed live without it; only in the throne,

let grace be above it; ibr that is the potentate which

puts faith in that capacity, and maintains it there:

and the truth is, true faith is befl pleafed with its

own place. To this end, the LORD tells his people,

it was not their fword nor theirbow that drove out their

-enemies : but, fay fome, it was the fword and bow
which GOD put into their hands, and which they

manfully employed : no, GOD will not have men
arrogate fo much to themfelves; but to acknowledge,

" It is GOD that fubdues our enemies under us,"

(Pfal. Ix. 12.) The people with Gideon he reckons

too many to give the Midianites into their hands

;

why ? Left they (houid vaunt themfelves againft him,

(Judges, vii. 2.) Faith, and other graces, are

mighty only through God : as they are his work-

manfhip, fo it is he only can keep them going, (as a

watch, or other engine, cannot wind up itfelf. ) To
frame a perpetual motion, no man hath ever attain-

ed ; no, not in trifling matters. As thou hadft no

hand in changing thy heart at firft, fo, neither, of

thyfelf.
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tbyfelf, in carrying on the work afterwards : all our

fufficiency is of GOD, even all the ftrivings of the

faints are ''according to the workings of GOD in

" them," (Col. i. 29.) A good tree will bring

forth good fruit; but not without fun, air, (.hw,

and other heavenly influences; for if feparate from

thefe, the tree itfelf will die : fo, without a conti-

nual communication of virtue from above, (Cant.

iv. 16.) the new creature can neither ad nor live.

Depend, therefore, on that radical grace (that i^,

on the GOD of all grace), for preferving and

adluating the grace he hath given you : reft not

in this, that you know GOD ; but, rather, that

you are known of him.

By this, I hope, the proportion is made evident,

with fomething of its ufefulnefs, namely, that what-

ever things are requifite to falvation, are freely given

of GOD to all the eled, and wrought in them efFedu-

ally by his divine power, as a part of that falvation

to which they are appointed ; and are all contained

in the decree of eledion. And I cannot but reckon

it one (and that a principal part) of thofe works of

GOD that fland for ever; and is fo perfe6t, that no-

thing can be taken from it, nor any thing added to

it ; and is a good introdudion into, yea, and argu-

ment for, the final perfeverance of believers.
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PERSEVERANCE;
OK,

The lavincible Progrefs of Believers in Faith

and Holinefs.

T?OR the firmer fupport and comfort of his peo-

^ pie (notvvithftanding the prefent weaknefs of

their faith, and daily infirmities of the fiefli), as alfo

to allure and bring in others, who are hankering

about the door, or yet in the high-ways and hedges,

it hath pleafed the holy and only wife GOD, to in-

dulge us with plain and pofitive aiTurance of the cer-

tain continuance and going on, of all who have once

believed and received the grace of GOD in truth,

albeit that many concerned in this afllirance attain

not to it. That faith and holinefs do infeparably

follow eleft ion, is lliewn before: our bufinefs now

is to fliew, that faith and holinefs are of an abiding

nature, and fhall never be loft : and this is what we

call Perfeverance, which being the crown and glory

of all the former points, and that which fecures to

us the comforts arifing thence, being alfo as much
impugned as any of thofe, the proof and confirma-

tion thereof is apparently neceflary, and tending to

profit. And, I trull, it fliall not only appear that the

dodrir^e
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docftrine is true, but alfo replete with arguments pro-

motive of holinefs, by which the contrary opinion

will befl be contradidted : for, io it is, in the wifdoni

of GOD, that, every truth hath that in it, which

properly tends to its own defence and eftabli(hmenT;.

It is the property of men truly wife, to enterprife

only attainable things, and things worthy their wif-

dom, as alfo, fo to frame and model the means, as

not to mifs their intent : much more muft it become,

and be incumbent upon him who is wifdom itfelf Co

to do. If then the ultimate end of all things is the

glory of GOD; and the fecond great end the falva-

tion of his chofen ; it may well be concluded, that

the properefh means for atttalnment are pitched upon,

and thofe, fuch as will compafs his end. Hence

alfo we may be fatisfied, that all intermediate occur-

rences (however improper in their own nature, and

cafual to us), were all fore- appointed of GOD, and

that by a decree mod wife and fixed ; and, confc-

quendy, are, and fliall be, fo difpenfed and over-

ruled, as not to hinder, but help on, and bring

about, the thing principally deligned ; which theie-

fore ihallnot (cannot) mifcarry, nor be finally defeated.

However, therefore, men of corrupt minds may flura-

ble at the word, change the truth of GOD into a lie,

and turn his grace intoiafcivioufnefs; and feme others,

not of defign, but by m/iftake, and unacquainted-

nefs with the true ilate of the quefllon, may difap-

prove andobjed againfl it: yet may not the truth be

difcarded, nor its friends fhy to own it; but ftrive

the more induftrioufly, by their fobriety, meeknefs,

holinefs, and all good fruits, to make the world

know, that *' to the pure, all things are pure;"

while
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while to other men (through the impurity of thelf

own Ipirits) all things are defiled and turned into fm;

and, in particular, that the dodrinc of GOD's un-

changeable love to his chofen, and their endlefs abid-

ing therein, is no way an inlet or encouragement to

fin, or remiiTnefs in duty ; but the mod powerful

flrengthener againil apoflacy, and moft effeduai

quickener to gofpel-obedience.

The fubflanceof what 1 intendliesin this propo-

rtion; namely,

That all and every one of G,OD's eled, being

once regenerate and believing, are, and iliall

be invincibly carried on, to the perfed: obtain-

ment of bleffednefs and glory.

Towards the evidencing of this truth,

I. Let us take in things of a lower confideration

than that of eternal favation, and obferve how thofe

perfons, formerly inftanced, being deftined of GOD
to eminent fervice in the world, were carried through,

and that completely, to the end of their work ; not-

withftanding the greatefl: ofdifficulties, and natural im-

poffibilities, which flood in the way to obftrud it

:

by which will appear the certain effed of GOD's

purpofesi and will contribute not a little to iliuf-

trate the point in hand.

I. I BEGIN with Abraham's feed. In Gen. xii. 7.

the land of Canaan is given them by promife: Ifaac,

in whom this feed fhould be called, was not yet

boriij nor yet, until both his parents were pad age,

(Gen. xviii, 11.) To help this, the LORD brings

back the fun many degrees s makes ic anew fpring

time
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time with them, and gives them Ifaac, (ch. xxi. 2.)

When Ifaac was married, his wife proves barren:
after twenty-years waiting, the LORD (in anfwer to

prayer) gives her conception, (chap. xxv. 21.) Nov\',

two children they had; the elder of which the

LORDrejeds, (ver. 23.) and the other, to whom
the promife belonged, in danger every day to be
killed by his brother, and fo the line of the pro-

mife in danger of failing, (chap, xxvii. 41.) Jacob,
to fave his life, flies to Padanaram, (ch.xxviii. 2.)

there Laban deals hardly with him, (ch. xxxi. 41.)

and when he made homev;ards, follows him with

evil intent: but the LORD in a dream takes him
off, (ver. 23, 24.) No fooner is he efcaped from

him, but Efau comes againfl him with four hundred

men, full bent to revenge the old grudge, (chap.

xxxii. 6.) the LORD turns his heart in a moment,
and melts him into brotherly affedion ; that inftead

of deftroying Jacob, he proffers himfelf to be his

guard and convoy, (chap, xxxiii. 4. 12.)

When Simeon and Levi had fo highly provoked

the Canaanites, that it was a thoufand to one but

they would come and cut off Jacob's family at

once, (chap, xxxiv. 25.) the LORD caufes a terror

to fall upon them, that they do not fo much

as look after them, (chap. xxxv. 5.) When a

feven years famine was coming upon the land (likely

enough to eat up poor Jacob and his houfe), the

LORD, by a flrange providence, fends a harbinger

to make provifion for them in Egypt, (chap, xxxvii.

28. with chap. xli. 54.) When opprelfed by the

Egyptians, and all means ufed to deflroy them, and

that both with craft and cruelty, the LORD fo or-

ders the matter, that the more they v/ere oppreiTed,

* Z ;z; the
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the fader they grew, (Exod. i. 12.) and by an high

hand brings them out at laft. In the wildernels, they

carry themfelves as unworthily towards GOD as ever

people did; doing all that in them lay to cut off the

intail of that good land, by their unbelief, and daily

repeated rebellions; infornuch that the LORD
threatens to difpolTefs them : but, for his promife

lake made with Abraham, withdraws his hand, and

fpares them. I might inftance alfo the great flraits

and dangers they were in at the red fea, which the

LORD divided for them : afterwards for want of

water, which he brings them out of a rock : then

for bread, which alfo he gives them from heaven

:

how they were denied paiTage by fome, and way-laid

by others ; and yet carried on and delivered : and at

iaft, how the LORD drcive out thofe giants, whom
they defpai red of overcoming : and fo gave them

the land in pofTeflion, according to his promife hun-

dreds of years before : ^' there failed not ought of
*' any good thing the LORD had promifed : it all

" came to pafs,'' (Jo(hua, xxi. 45.)

2. Joseph. Little Jofeph is one the LORD will

honour; which in feveral dreams he intimates to him,

(Gen. xxxvii. 7. 9. 11.) his brethren therefore hate

him : and to fruftrate his dreams (which fignified

their fubjeflion to him), they confpire to kill him,

(vcr. 18.) and how fli all Jofeph efcape ? they are ten

to one, and he the leaft. Reuben, who being the

eldeft, was mod concerned, in point of honour, to

hinder Jofeph's advancement; he fhall relent at the

very motion of making him away; and, out of re-

fpedto his father, fhall deHver him, (ver. 22.) Well,

though they will not prefently kill him, they will

call
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caft him into a pit, where, in all likelihood, he mufl
periQi: bur, in the good providence oF GOD, the

Ifhmaelite merchants pafs by in the very inflant, ere

any wild bead Ihall have found him, or his brethren

determined worfe againft him, (ver. 24. 28.) to

them they fell him, and by them he is brought into

Egypt (far enough out of Jacobus enquiry), and fold

to the captain of Pharaoh's guard, a perfon likely-

enough to deal roughly with him. But here the

LORD owns him, and, to bring him into favour,

makes all that he doth' to profper : which his mafter

obferving, puts the management of all his eflate

into Jofeph's hands, (chap, xxxix. 3, 4.) Now
there is fair hopes of his coming to honour : but

how foon is it dallied ! Jofeph being a goodly perfon,

his lafcivious miftrefs tempts him to folly; which

the t'ear of GOD keeping him from, fhe mifreports

him to his mailer, charging her own wicked nefs upon

him. Hereby Potiphar's favour is loft, and Jofeph

cad into prifon, and laid in irons, (Gen. xxxix. 7. 9.

17. 20. Pf. cv. 18.) Now all hopes of preferment are

gone, and what will become of his dreams ? yet flill the

gounfel of the LORD, that fliall ftand; and • this

^ downfall of Jofeph (hall prove another ftep to his ri-

fing: and to make way for it, two of Pharaoh's

fervants (hall fall under their lord's di(j)leafure, be

put in prifon, and committed to Jofeph's keeping:

here they (hall dream, Jofeph Qiall interpret, and the

event Hiall anfwer it. Now the day begins again to

dawn vipon- Jofeph, and, by the chief butler's re.

florement, fome hopes of his enlargement: buc

this again is foon overcaft s
for the butler forgot him,

(Gen. xl. 23.) notwithftanding all which, the pro-

Z z 2 videnccs
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vidences of GOD doth ftill piirfue his decree, and

ceafeth not until Jofeph is lord over Egypt, and his

brethren bow down before him, (chap. xii. and ch.

xiii. 6. and chap. 1. 18.)

3. David. GOD promifeth David to give him

the kingdom, and anoints him to it, (i Sam. xvi.

12,) What, notwithftanding all poffible interveni-

encies ? Yes, for the promife is abfolute : hath the

LORD faid it, and iliall he not do it ? If, there-

fore, Saul call a javelin at him (unfufpeded), to

nail him to the wall ; a fharpnefs of eye, and agility

of body, fhall be given him to difcern and avoid it,

(chap, xviii. 11.) If he determine evil againil him,

Jonathan fhall advertife him of it, (chap. xix. 7.)

If he fend mefTengers to Naioth to apprehend him ;

they fhall forget their errand, and fall a prophefying:

and if he fend others, and others after them, they

fhall do likewife ; yea, Saul himfelf fliall turn pro-

phet for a day and a night together, that David may

have time to efcape, (ver. 20—24.) If he be in a

city that will betray him, and not a friend among

them to advlfe him of it, the LORD himfelf will

be his intelligencer, and fend him out, (chap, xxiii.

12.) If SauFsarmy have encompalTed him, and no

way left to efcape ; the Philiftines fhall invade the

land, and tidings Qiall come in the very inftant, and

take him off, (ver. 26, 27.) If an hofl do encamp

againft him, he will not be afraid, (Pfalmxxvii. 3.)

why fo ? The LORD had made an abfolute pro-

mife; and, therefore, if no help on earth, *' he fliall

fend from heaven, and fave me," (Pfalm Ivii. 3.)

Yea, David's wavering at times, and the weaknefs

of his faith, fliall not hinder it; and the reafon of

air
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all was this, the LORD took Jiim to be ruler over

his.people, and therefore he was with him wherefo-

ever he went, (i Chron. xvii. 7, 8.)

4. JosiAii. " A child fhall be born in thehoufe
*' of David, Jofiah by name, who fhall ofter the

." bones of Jeroboam's priefts upon his altar,""

(i Kings, xiii. 2.) If, therefore, Athaliah determine

to deftroy all the feed-royal, Joafli (hall be ftolen

from among the reft, and preferved, (2 Kings, xi.

2.) and by him David's line fliall be continued:

and Hezekiah, though (ick unto death, he {hall not

die, but be healed, as it were, by a miracle, and

fifteen years added to his life, rather than ManalTeh,

who mufh be Jofiah's grandfather, (liail be unborn,

(chap. 20. 6.)

5. PAtJL. Paul was a chofen veflel, appointed

to preach Chrill to the .Gentiles, and, at laft, to bear

witnefs of him at Rome : and this muft be done, al-

though bonds, imprifonments, and death itfelf, do

attend him in every place. If, therefore, they lie in

wait for him at Damafcus, and watch the gates night

and day, to kill him, he Ihall be let down by the

v^all in a bafket, and fo efcape them, (Acts, ix.

2—25.) If all Jerufalem be in an uproar to kill

him ; the chief captain fliall come with an army, and

refcue him, (A61s, xxi. 31, 32.) though no friend

to Paul, nor to his caufe. If more than forty men

have bound themfelves with an oath, that they \ ill

neither eat nor drink until they have killed him,

his kinfman fhall hear of it, and by his means the

chief captain fliall be his friend again, and, grant

him a fufficient convoy, (chap, xxiii. 14— 23.) afid

this attempt fliall be art occaiion of fending him to

RomV,
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Fvome, where his lad teftimony is to be given. If

Jews and Gentiles make an aifaiilt together, to iile

him deipitefully, and to flone him, he ihall be aware

of it, and by fleeing fave himfelf, (ch. xiv. 5, 6, 7.)

by which means aifo the gofpel lliall be further

fpread. Bur, fuppofe he be left in their hands, and

they (o far prevail as to flone him, and drag him cue

of the city, (ver. 19.) then, fure, his work is at an

end: no, ali'this ibali not hinder ; death itfeif Ihall

not feparate Paul from his work. It is not his be-

ing once ftoned, nor his thrice fufFering fliipwreck^

nor his being in deadis often, nor any thing elfe,

that (hall make void the purpofe of GOD .for his

bearing witnefs of CHRIST at Rome, as is abun-

dantly evident by the {lories of him, and the event

at lafl.

Other infhances might be produced to the fame

effed 5 but by thefe we may take an eftimate of the

thing under proof, and rationally infer, that if the

LORD be fb e.xacb and pundual, in performing his

tvord, touching tliefe lefTer things, carrying on his

work through fuch ^ prefs of natural oppofuions,

much more will he be, in fecuring and bringing

about the eternal welfare of his chofen: that as he

dealt by his people of old ; " he bore them upon
'' eagles wings,'* (Exod. xix. 4.) (above the reach

of danger) and '' kept them as the apple of his eye,'*

(with all pofTible care and tendernefs) " until he had

*« brought them to himfelf," (Deut, xxxii. 10.) fo

will he carry it towards his elect ; for he values th®

world but liitle, fave with refped to them.

II. Now for a more dired proof of the propofi-

tion : though two or three witneires ii:iight fuffice to

eflablilh
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eilabiifli it ; yet, fince the Scriptures do abound vvirh

tedimonies for it (the collection whcrpof may be
very ufeful to us, for the help of our faith, in a time

of temptation, as, alfo, to fortify our fouls againfl

the affauks of fuch as teach final apodacy), I Ihall

iomewhat enlarge in reciting them, with fome of

thofe genuine deduclions that flow from them. In

the Old Teflament are many petitions and rcfolves

made by holy men, which imports the truth of this

dodrine, as, that " the LORD will perfect tliat

" which concerns them : that he will not forfake the

** work of his own hands," (Pfal. cxxxviii. 8.)

" that he will guide them by his counfei, and
" after receive them to glory," (Pfal. Ixxlii. 2.4.)

and that, in the mean time, " none of their flcps

*' lliali Aide," (Pfal. xxxvii. 31.) and this, becaufe

" it is GOD that girds them with flrength, and

•
.*' he will make their way perfecl," (Pfal.xviii. 32.)

(with abundantly more ; as alfo in Paul's epiftlcs.)

In every of v^'hich is implied a promife of the thing

prayed for, or concluded upon : for, without fuch

a promife, they could not have done it in faitb^

nor juftly have given them down as matter of inflruc-

tion to others. But we know they fpake as they

were moved by the PIOLY GHOST, (2 Pet. i.

21.) who knowing the deep things of GOD, what

his decrees were, and what was contained in the

" promife of eternal life before the world began,"

(Tit. i. 2.) drew out their hearts to believe, a*^d

formed their prayers accordingly.

But, befides thefe, we have many cxprcfs pro-

mifes and affirmations of it. In the tenth ot John,

our Saviour fays, his " flieep ihall never perilh,"

ver.



368 A PRACTICAL DISCOURSE

ver. 28. which is, in effed, their faith fliall nevef

fail ; for, fafe they cannot be from peri filing, with-

out the fecurement of their faith. Again, fpeaking

of the Spirit of hoHixefs which believers receive from

him, John, iv. 14.) he faith exprefsl}^ " Whofoever
** drinketh thereof, (hall never thirft : but it fiiall

*' be in him a well of water, fpringing up to ever-

*' lafhing life," (then it fhall not be dried up.)

Prov. X. 30. " The righteous (hall never be re*

•' moved,'* that is, they Ihall never fall back

into their former flate; and the reafon is, becaufe

*' the w^ay of the LORD is ftrength to the upright,"

ver. 29. Whether by " the way of the LORD" be

meant his way or manner of dealing with upright

perfons, which is, to increafe their ftrength (accord-

ing to Job, xvii. 9.) or, of the genuine property of

GOD's ways, which is, to afford that peace and fa-

tisfaction to thofe who walk in them, that they are

daily more habituated and connaturalized to them,

and edranged from all ways elfe ; they are both to

the purpofe in hand. Prov. xxiv. 19. *' A jufl

" man falleth feven times, and rifeth up again ;"

he falls not fo as to lie where he fell ; he falleth not

into mifchief, as the wicked doth; yea he [rather

gets ground by his fall, as ver. 5. " A man of wif-

•' dom increafeth ftrength," from afenfe of his own

weaknefs, he is led to ftrength everlafting, as was

Paul, 2 Cor. xii. 10.

Prov. xii. 21. " There fliall no evil happen

" to the juft," then, not the greateft and worft of

evils, which is, to " depart from the living GOD:"
fo verfe 3. " The root of the righteous (hall not

** be moved i" his fruit may fometimes be blighted',

or
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6t blown off, and his branches tofled with a temped;
but flill his root is where it was; his hfc is hid, and
free from all commotion, and fliall therefore renew
both his fruit and branches; *' he that trufteth in
*' the LORD, fliall not ceafe from yielding fruit,"

-^Jer. xvii. 7, 8.)

Jer. xxxii. 40. «' I will put my fear in their
*' hearts, that they Oiall not depart from me." This,

fay fome, is the promife of affording them means,

but not of eff^ding the end; therefore fee chap.

iii. 19.) '' Thou flialt call me, My Father, and
" (hall not depart from me :" and this, becaufe he

worketh effedlually in them that believe, ( i Theff.

ii. 13.) as at firft in caufing them to believe, fo now,

in maintaining and perfecting their faith.

Psalm Ixxxiv. 11. "The LORD wuhholdeth
^' no good thing from them that walk uprightly :'»

^nd if fo, then continuing to walk uprightly Ihall

not be withheld from them ; which dedudion is alfo

warranted by this; " that the righteous Ihall hold

** on his way, and he that hath clean hands fliall be

" ftronger and ftronger," (Job, xvii. 9.) as aUb

from Prov. iv. 18.) " The path of the jufl: is as

*' the fliining lightj which fliineth more and more

." unto the perfed day.'* And David further backs

it, where, from his prefent faith, he concludes his

future progrefs, " I have trufl:ed I Ihall not Hide,"

(Pfal. xxvi. I.) and this, becaufe " the LORD hold-

" eth his foul in life, and fuffereth not his feet to be

" moved," (Pfal. Ixvi. 9.)

Mark, xvi. 16. " He that believeth fliall be

" faved;'* and John, xi. 26. " Whofoever liveth

*' and believeth in me (fays CHRIST) (hall never

A a a '' die/'
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*' die," that is, he that once has faith fliall never

lofe it : for to fay, he fhall keep it, if he do not

lofe it (as fome would give the fenfe) had been a

comfortlefs and empty notion, and injudicious way

of fpeaking. This is yet further confirmed by John,

V. 24. " He that beheveth is palTed from death unta

** life, and ihallnot come into condemnation:" the

reafon of which is this, that their faith is founded

on a rock; which winds and waves may beat and

break themfelves againft : but never the rock itfelf,

nor that which is built upon it, (Mat.vii. 25.) " He
" that trufleth in the LORD, is as mount Zion,

" which cannot be removed," (Pfal. cxxv. i.) no,

not fo much as one of the flakes of that tabernacle

fhall be removed, and that for ever, (Ifa. xxxiii. 20,

I Pet. ii. 6.) '' They fliall not be afhamed nor con-

** founded, world without end," (Ifa. xlv. 17.)

It would very much allay that fuperlative caufe of

rejoicing, *' that our names are written in heaven,"

if poflibly they might be blotted out again ^ fince we

find in ourfelves fo great a pronenefs to revolt, which

every one acquainted with his own heart mufb ac-

knowledge: but we are fare CHRIST would not

propound to us a fallible ground of rejoicing: for

that kind of dependence he is evermore calling us

from. Believers are indeed fometimes foiled, but

never overcome : though they fall, and that {QVQn

times in a day (as was faid), as often do they rife

again : and it is no difparagement to their leader t

nay, it is the glory of a general, to give his enemy ad-

vantages, and take them again at his pleafure, to his

enemies greater confufion and overthrow. Satan got

nothing by his winnowing Peter : Peter loft fona^ of

his
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his chaff, which well might be fpared, and the

tempter loft many an after-advantage; for the world

of believers have been the warier ever fmce. To
this I (liall only add that of the holy apoftle, in

Rom. viii. he was perfuaded (that is, he was tho-

roughly fwayed in his faith, to believe it for himfelf,

and deliver it down to the ages to come, as a truth

infallible) that '' neither height, nor depth, nor any
*' other creature, (hall be able to feparate from the

*' love of GOD, which is in CHRIST JESUS our
« LORD," (ver. 38, 59.) He reckons up all that

can be named; and, left any thing might have flipt

him, he brings in height and depth ; as being thofe

two extreams that take in all, and more than men
can think : and then refolves, that even thefe fnall

not be able to do it. And furely, if the fuper-ce-

leftial height of GOD's holinefs, nor the infra- infer-

nal depth of fmful fin, fhall not feparate from that

day of glor}^ which the fons of GOD were predefti-

nated to, and for which they were both made and

redeemed, called into, and groan for, then are be-

lievers roundly fecured againft final apoftacy.

III. A THIRD fort of evidence for confirmation,

are certain arguments or reafons why the faints muft

needs perfevere in faith and holinefs.

By needs muft, I underftand no othei kind of

neceffity, than well confifts with perfedl freedom

;

fuch as was upon Paul to preach the gofpel, which

was a work he rejoiced in; and fuch as was upon

JESUS CHRIST to bring home his (heep, and to

lay down .his life for them; he *' muft needs fuffer,'*

Ads xvii. 3. Yea, he was '' ftraitened till it was ac-

" complilhed," Luke, xii. 50. That it was written

A a a z in
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in his heart, was no hindrance to the freedom of

his will.

Jrg. I. The firft argument, in proof of Perfever-

ance, is founded on the faints extrad or original,

*' they are born of GOD," (John, i. 13.) and this

hath the force of a double argument.

I. As GOD is their Father and eternal root. Our

Saviour holds forth this relation as the ground of

our faith in prayer, (Matt. vi. 9.) and he begins

with it hlmfelf, when he prays for his own glory, and

that his difciples might be partakers of it, (John,

?:vii. I.) to the fame end, he frequently ufeth that

flile of Father in the gofpel of John 5 as taking de-

light in mentioning that relation, " the Father him-

feif loveth you,'* (chap. xvi. 27.) and " I afcend to

" my Father, and your Father," (chap. xx. 17,) It

is to ftrengthen our faith in GOD (through himfelf)

on the account of his fatherhood to us. " The Fa-

*' ther loveth the Son," (chap. iii. 25.) and he loves

his believers, as he loveth CHRIST himfelf, (chap,

xvii. 23.) on which ground the apoflle concludes,

that " he cannot but give us all things elfe," ( Rom.

viii. 32.) Believers are the produd of his love,

both in refped of eledion and regeneration; and

being fo, he cannot but have a paternal affedion for

them; to adminiiler to them whatever tends to their

fuflentation and growth, and to keep off whatever

would interceptor weaken his gracious influences to-

wards them: "having once loved them, he loves

f' them for ever," (John,xiii. i.) They may there-

fore be confident, that " what he hath begun in the

" fpitit, he will not let end in the flefli :" that " ha-

ving begun a good work, he will alfo *' perform it,"

PliiL
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(Phil. i. 6.) for, as they have their fpiritual be-

ing from him, as the Father of it ; fo it is as natural

to him to difFufe his virtues into them without inter-

miflion, as for a vine to fend up Its fap into its own
branches, or the fun to cheri(h the plants of its owa
production All the natural affedions that are in

creatures towards their own, are but drops of his

immenfe fulnefs : a mother may pofTibly forget the

child of her womb; but the LORD cannot forget

his offspring; " that none may hurt them (nor
*' they, themfelves), he will keep them night and
" day, and water them every moment,'* (Ifa.

xxvii. 3.) they are born by him from the belly, and
carried from the womb ; and even to their old acre

lie will carry them, and deliver them, (Ifa. xlvi. 3.4.)

2. The new creature, as it comes from GOD, fo

it ^xifls in him, and lives upon him, and it is na-

tural to it to feek its nouriQiment where it had its

Pjriglnal : nothing can fatlsfy it, but that great deep

from whence it fprung : as a new-born child, that

has not the ufe of reafon, will hunt for the bread by

natural inftln^l, and not be quiet without it. As

foon as ever Paul was converted, " Behold he prays,"

(Ads, ix. II.) Having once received the SPIRIT

of CHRIST, they cannot but incline after him, as

Eliflia did to Elijah, upon the calling of his mantle

on him, (i Kings, xix. 19, 20.) it is natural to

them, as for fparks to fly upwards. They are faid to

be " baptized with fire;'* not only becaufe of its pu-

rlfying nature ; but in refped of its afpiring quality ;

it will be mounting, and not reft till it comes to its

own element. Obflrudions many it meets withal

;

but ftill it prefTeth onwards, and by degrees bears

down
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down all before it, and carries that with it in which

it dwells, to the place of its birth; as the dove could

DOt reft, till (he came to the ark, whence flie fet out.

This is lively fet forth by our Saviour, in John,

vii. 38. " He that believeth in me, out of his belly

" fliall flow rivers of living waters;*' rivers, that

bear down all oppofition; and rivers of living waters,

not land floods, which are but of fhort continuance;

or fl:anding pools, fubjed to drying up ; but rivers,

and thofe fuch as have an immortal head. We fee

how all things tend to their centre :
" The wicked

fleep not unlefs they do evil," (Prov. iv. 16.) They

can bear the want of things mofl: neceflTary to their

being, rather than ceafe from fin : they are of the

ferpent's brood, and the " lufts of their father they

will do," (John, viii. 44.) Judas Was a devil, and

that carried him headlong to his own place, (A6i:s,

3. 25.) And if being born of the devil, habituates

men with fo ftrong and reftlefs a bent to devilifli

lufts, the divine nature muft needs work as efficaci-

oufly towards GOD, and God-like adlions : his love

conftrains them, (2 Cor. v. 14.) And if it were

not fo, the ingrafted word had never born an human

flock to heaven : the firft fiuits of the SPIRIT poffefs

them with an earneft expedation and longing for the

harveft, (Rom. viii. 23.) It is true, the remainders

of the old man will ftill be oppofing the new, and

many contefts there are between them : but grace

(like him that is advocate for the king) will ever

have the laft word, and will alfo go out vidor. Ye

may fee it in Jeremiah, the word of the LORD was

made a reproach to him; he therefore refolves to

fli-fle it, and will no more fpeak in his name : but

how
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how fucceeds this carnal rcfolutlon ? " The word of
*' the LORD was in his heart, as lire fliut up in his

*' bones, he was weary of forbearing, he could not

" hold,'* (chap, xx. 3, 9.) And Jonas, when he

thought himfelf cut off, and in the belly of hell j

" yet (faith he, yet) will I look again towards thy
*' holy temple," (Jonah, ii. 2. 4. Pfal. Ixxxiv. 6, 7,)

(as the needle, that is rightly touched, never refls,

but in pointing towards the pole) ; and when ob-

ilrufted in their courfe, they cry the more earneRly,

" O, when (hall I come and appear before GOD ?'*

(Pfal. xlii.2.)

Jrg, II. Another argument is taken from the

graces themfelves which are the fubjeds of perfe-

verance ; namely, faith and holinefs : which kz us

confider, firft, as they are a gift, then in the genuine

life and property of them.

I. As thdy are a gift. They are of thofe ** good
•' and perfect gifts which come down from above,

*^ from the Father of lights, with whom is no varia-

" blenefs, nor Qiadow of turning," (James, i. 17,

18.) This attribute of GOD's unchangeablenefs is

fitly and fignificantly added, to Ihew, that as good

and perfed: gifts are from GOD, and from him only;

fo that he never changeth in his purpofe concerning

thofe to whom he once gives them ; they are of thofe

gifts which are without repentance : as alfo, that

thefe his gifts do partake of his own unvariablenefs ;

they cannot die, nor turn to be any other than what

they were at firft, fave only in point of perfe<5tion.

There can happen no after-unworthinefs in thofe he

gives them to, which he did not forefee when he

gave them, (which feems to be implied in the fol-

lowing
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lowing words, " Of his own will begat he us"), and

ib, no caufe why he Ihould withdraw them, which

would not as well have hindered his giving them at

firft. As the word of GOD is not yea and nay, i^d

neither are his gifts. They are alfo GOD's work-

manftiip j and " we know (faith Solomon) that what-

*^ foever GOD doth, it fliall be for ever, nothing

^' can be put to it, nor any thing taken from it,"

(EccL iii. 14.)

2^ Let faith and holinefs be confidered in the

genuine ufe and property of them, Nothing fo en-

dangers the foul as felf-fulnefs ; faith, therefore,-

was ordained to nullify that, and devolve the foul on

another, namely, Chrift; which the more it does^

the fafer it is ; and having once done it, it never un*

does it again. Faith alfo is an adive grace, and di-*

ligent, and therefore thriving ; he that hath it, fiiali

have more of it, (Luke, xix. 26.) (then fure he

fhall not lofe that he hath !) it is always travelling,

and never tired 3 i. Becaufe it travels in the ftrength

of omnipotence, '' which never faints, nor is weary,*'

(Ifa. xl. 28.) and, 2. Becaufe it works by love, (GaL

V. 6.) /which is the moil kindly and efficacious prin-

ciple of fervice and great ads. Love is an endlefs

fcrew: it has truly attained the perpetual motion;

it enables to endure all things, and faileth nor,

( I Cor. xiii. 7, 8.) All that GOD doth for his peo-

ple is from love, (John, iii. 16.) and all that they

do for GOD grows from the fame root -, they love

him, becaufe he loved them firfl, (i John, iv. 19.)

Love is that which renders a work both pleafant to

the agent, and acceptable to the objed of it ; faitli,

therefore, working by love, (liall never be weary of

its
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Its work, nor foil of its end 3
'« it is of faith, that it

'' might be by grace,** and confequently fure,

(Rom. iv. i6.) And as for holinefs (which isadif-

pofition according to GOD, and capacitates for the

blelTed vifion), a little of it, in truth, is of infinite

value; the very fmoak of it (hall not be quenched,

(Matt. xii. 20.) and it would be ftrange, if a thing

fo precious fliould be liable to putrefadion : but it

is not; yea, it changeth other things, but is itfelf

never changed. It is of a fpreading nature; com-
pared therefore to leaven put into dough, and hid

there, till the whole lump be feafoned. It is of an

affimulating property there is an heavenly; tincture

in it, which fandifies all that it toucheth ;
" to the

*' pure all things are pure," (Tit* i. 15.) It alfo

meetens for converfe with GOD, and it draws and en^

gageth the foul to him; there it is in its proper ele-

ment, and out of which it cannot live : and by this

converfe it is both increafed, and fublimated.

A NATURAL body, once in being, can never ba

reduced to nothing : how then (liould things of di-

vine fubftance ? they are '' born of incorruptible

'' feed, which liveth and abideth for ever," ( i Pet.

i. 23.) and as the feed is, fuch will be the fruit j

the older it grows, the firmer it is; "he that hath

*' clean hands, (liall be ftronger and ftronger," (Job^

xvii. 9.) They are the holy feed; and, therefore,

though they caft their leaves (at times), '' then* fub-

** fiance is in them," (Ifa. vi. 13.) by which riiey

are flill renewed* Holinefs is the feed of glory ^

and holy perfonsare in glory, as to its kind, and the

certainty of their obtainment; albeit it has no glory

at prefent, in comparifon of that which ihall be, ai

B b b ihi



378 A PRACTICAL DISCOURSE

the feed of the rofe or lily, compared with the flowers

they will grow into, and which are virtually in them-

According with this is that of our Saviour, *' He
" that believeth, hath everlafting life," (John. iii.

36.) it argues the certainty of their perfeverance,

" the law of his GOD is in his heart; none of his

" fleps fliall flide,*' (Pfal. xxxvii. 31.) and there-

fore he faith, " Deftroy it not, there is a blefling in

" it,*' (Ila. Ixv. 5. 8.)

Jrg, III. Another proof arifes from the nature,

extent, and defign of providence ; or from the in-

tent and purpofe of GOD, in that great variety of

things which believers are exercifed with in the

world. There are three things confiderable, to

make out this argume nt

:

I. That there is a divine providence which go-

verns the world ; as in dividing to the nations their

inheritance^ and bounding their habitations, at firft;

fo, by continuing them in pofTeffion, or outing them,

at his pleafure; and this, fometimes, by very unlikely

means, and over-ruling things accordingly. Seir

being given to Efau, and Ar to the children of Lot,

and their term not yet expired, the'LORD inclines

them to let Ifrael pafs through, and to give them meat
for their money : whereas the Amorites, who were

deflined to deftrudion, " he hardens their fpirits,

and makes them obftinate," (Deut. ii. 29, 30,) that

they deny them palTage, and come out againft them

in battle. So, when he would tranflate the Chaldean

monarchy to the Perfians; he enfeebles the one,, hut

flirs up the others fpirits ; and " girds them with
*' flrength," (Jer. xv. 11. Ifa. xlv. i—5.) How
often doth the Scripture repeat, " that the LORD

" reigneth:
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*' relgneth: that he puts down one, and fets upano-
'' ther," (Pfal. xciii. i. xcvii. i. Ixxv. 7.)

*» that he
*' doth according to his will in the armies of heaven,
*' and amongft the inhabitants of the earth," (Dan.
^v. 3S.) How evijent is it in his humbling of
Pharaoh, Nebuchadnezzar, and others ? This pro-

vidence reacheth to all manner of perfons, times,

and things, and circumfcribes them : it leaves

not the leaft things to a contingency ; even ravens,

fparrows and lilies; yea, and the hairs of your head
are all numbered, and under the conduct of the

providence of GOD, (Matt. vi. 26.)

2. That the defign and courfe of GOD's provi-

dence is to accomplifli his purpofe. As providence

governs the world, fo purpofe is the director of pro-

vidence. He is a provident man that orders his

affairs prudently ; that is, fo that nothing is wanting,

nor any thing fpent in wafte. Both thele are in the

providence of GOD eminently: for, i. It is all-

fufficient; fupplies all needs ; gives all things per-

tainino; to means and end. 2. It does nothingr in

vain, nothing fuperfluous or impertinent to his pur-

pofe. Things moft cafual to men, are levelled at a

let and certain end: " what the LORD fpeaks with

" his mouth, he fulfils with his hand," (i Kings,

viii. 24.) and his ad (hall not vary a tittle from his

decree : for, known unto GOD are all his works

from the beginning of the wodd. Whence was it

that Efau tarried fo long at hunting, that he was over-

faint } that Jacob was making pottage jull when

Efau comes in, which fct his appetite on edge after

it, but that the purpofe of GOD, according to elec-

Uon, might Hand ? the elder mufl ferve the younger j

B b b 2 which



380 A PRACTICAL DISCOURSE

which now came to pafs, by the fale of his birth-right ?

and thus the providence of GOD makes even the

profanenefs of men fubferve to his end. The

LORD had determined to cafl Judah and Jerufa-

lem out of his fight for their obftinacy ; and to this

end (that is, to make way for it), " It came to pafs,

*'. that Zedekiah rebelled againfl the king of Baby^

*' Ion," (2 Kings, xxiv. 2to.) it was to fulfil the

word of the LORD before declared, (2 Chron,

xxxvi. 21,) though that was far from the rebeller's

intent. So he gave Cyrus all the kingdoms- of the

earth, that he might build his temple at Jerufalem

;

and it was to fulfil his purpofe before alfo recorded,

as is evident, ver. 22, 23. In like manner Herod,

Pilate, and the Jews, they all confpire the death of

CHRIST, and each party on^a ieveral account; not

thinking in the leaft to fulfil the determinate counfel

of GOD; yet that was it which providence in-

tended, as is plain by Ads, ii. 23. As alfo the fol-

diers, in parting his garments, and piercing his fide :

it was their barbarous rudenefs which put them upon

it 'y but providence defigned to make good a pro-

phecy ;
" thefe things therefore the foldiers did,'*

(John, xix, 24.) All that GOD doth in the world,

Js the tranfcript or impreflion of his ancient

decrees.

3. That the providence of GOD never fails of

its end. If he will work, who fhall let it ? for " our

" GOD is in heaven, and doth whatfoever he will,*'

(Pfal. cxv. 3.} And what will he work? *« the

*' things that are coming, and fhall come," (Ifa.

xliv. 7.) " he hath bothdevifed, and done it," (Jer.

li. 12.) His purpofe is to preferve his people ; and,

therefore^
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therefore, " no weapon that is formed againft them
" (hall profper: whofoever gathers together againft
•* them fliall fall for their fakes,'* (Ifa. liv. 15. 17.)
" for as he hath purpofed, fo it Ihall ftand," (chap.

xiv. 2.4.) The Scriptures abound with inftances of
this kind : as, on the contrary, when the LORD
will execute judgment, the thing fliall be done, b^
the means never fo weak and improbable'; *' though
' the army of the Chaldeans were all wounded men,
'' yet fliall they burn Jerufalem with fire,

( Jer.

Xxxvii. 10.) Shamgar fliall kill fix hundr-d men
with an ox-goad, (Judg. iii. 13.) and Sampfon a thou-

fand with the jaw-bone of an afs, (chap. xv. 15.)

Thefe things confidered, and laid together (thoiiO-h

moftly referring to temporal things), dc ftronglv in-

force the aagument for things of fpiritual concern-

ment ; inafmuch as things of eternal moment are

worthy of more peculiar regard and fecurity.

Now, all a believer's exercifes, which may feem

to endanger him, are either from the guilt of fins

committed ; from the power of in-dwelling corrup-

tion ; from Satan's temptation, or perfecution from

the world ; none of which come on them accident-

ally, but as things fore-appointed of GOD, and for

^ good intent. It is " for the eled's fake that all

*' things elfe have their being," (2 Cor. iv. i ^,)

** and are all caufed to work together for their

" good," (Rom. viii. 28.) as, namely, to humble

them for fm ; to wean them from the world ; to

endear JESUS CHRIST to them ; to ihew them

the ufefulnefs of ordinances; toexercife and try ihcir

graces ; to purge out their drofs; to enable them to

fuccour others 5 to demonftrate the vvifdom, power,

and
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and faithful nefs of GOD towards them ; to meeten

them for glory ; and to make them groan and long

to be clothed upon with their hot3re from heaven :

as might plentifully be made out by the Scriptures,

and the vilible efFeCls thereof upon thofe who have

been exercifed thereby. To inftance a few particu-

lars : David, after that great mifcarriage in the mat-

ter of Uriah, with his broken bones upon it, walked

the more humbly and warily all his days : he was

alfo the more intent on that great duty of " teach-

'' ing finners the way of GOD," (Pfal. li. 13.)

Peter, he alfo got ground by denying his mafter

;

thereby he came to fee his own weaknefs, the need

he had of CHRIST'S fupport, and continual prayer

for him ; and we hear no more of his cj^rnal confix

dence after that: but what a clamour and ontcry

does he make againft our adverfary the devil 1

(i Pet. v. 8') to warn others by his own example,

what* danger they are in by a carnal confidence.

And, doubtlefs, what the tempter got by Peter's fall,

he loft the double of it, by the after^vvatchfulnefs of

others-, for that is the defigned end, to flrengthen,

ftabJilh, and fettle them, (ver. 10. Luke, xxii. 31.)

Paul had a mefienger of Satan let loofe upon him,

to buffet him ; the end of which was, to humble

him, and to Ihew him the fufiiciency of the grace of

CHRIST. It is likely alfo, that he got as much

by that thorn in his flefli, as by his rapture and re-

velation : to be fure, they did well together, and

poifed him the better for his work. The like effe(5l

upon Job, (Job, xxiii. 10. with chap. xl. 4. and

chap. xlii. 6. ) Mary Magdalen, the remembrance

of the feven devils which once poffefled her, and of,

that
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that love wh\^A\ caft them out ; how did it heighten

her love to CHRIST, and keep her heart in a melt-

ing frame !
*' the loved much, becaufe much was

** forgiven her," (Luke, viir 47.) The people's

forty years travel through that great and terrible vvil-

dernefs ; among fiery ferpents and fcorpions, it was

to prove them, 'and to do them good in the latter

end, (Deut. viii. 15, 16.) They were alfo fent into

captivity for their good, (Jer. xxiv. 5.) this was all

the fruit intended, to take away their fin, (If^ xxvii,

9.) and to make them partakers of his holinefs, (Heh.

xii. 10.) Thefe things, indeed, at prefent, are phyfic,

which nature delires not : yet are they as neediul, in

their feafon, as our food; and in very faithfulnefs we

muft have them ; which alfo is evident by the fcopc of

the new covenant ; as will appear afterwards. Now,

thefe things confidered and laid together, I think ic

may be well inferred, that " all thefe things work-

" eth GOD with man," not to deftroy him, but to

" bring back his foul from the pit," (Job, xxxiii.

29, 30.) they are all made to turn to their falvation;

they have always triumphed over them, and been

" more than conquerors, through him that loved

"them," (Rom. viii. 37.) and ever Hiall. And if

this be the fruit of all that doth or can befal a be-

liever, while in this world (and there is no more of

evil or danger when this is done), then wdcome let

them be (by the grace of GOD), as another demon-

ftration of their invincible Petfeverance. '* Wliofo

«' is wife, and will obferve thefe things; even they

" (hall underftand the loving-kindnefs of the

^M.ORD," (Pfalm cvii. 43-)
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Arg, IV. A FOURTH argument for the faints per^

feverence, is built on their union with CHRIST,
which is of that intimatenefs, that the Scripture fets

it forth by terms of neareft relation, as foundation

and building, vine and branches, father and chil-,

dren, hufband and fpoufe, head and members, yea,

they are both called (interchangeably) by the fame

Dame; he is called Jacob, and they are called

CHRIST, (Pfal. xxiv. 6. with 1 Cor. xii. 12.)

And, which is more, if more can be, he commum-
cares to them that title which one would think in-

communicable, namely, '' The LORD our righte-

*' oufnefs," (Jer. xxiii. 6. with xxxiii. 16.) And
this union is fuch as can never be dilTolved : there

is the hke onenefs between CHRIST and them, as

between the Father and CHRIST, as is plain by

that paflage of his prayer in the xviith of John, 21.

** That they all may be one" (how one ?), " as

** thou Father art in me, and I in thee, that they

*' may be one in us." They are fo near to him,

that they are faid to be '* of his flefli, and of his

*' bones," (Eph. v. 30.) as, alfo, that they are

" one fpirit," (i Cor. vi. 17.) He and they are

aduated by the fame Spirit, as the head and mem-

bers of the fame body are by one foul.

And this is the reafon why believers cannot walk

after the fleHi. " The SPIRIT of life which is in

" CHRIST JESUS (as their root) rules in them,"

(Rom. viii. 2.) They are preferved in CHRIST,

(Jude, ver. i.) as Noah was in the ark; or as

branches in their own flock : for this difference is

flill to be noted, that believers have not this hfe

in themfelves, as CHRIST hath ; but they have it

in
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in him, which is better for them dun if^in their own
keeping

: for, being in him as in a root, it is natu-
ral to him to communicate to them; and as natural
to them (by virtue of the divine nature communi-
cated to them) to derive from him: and, confe-
quently, " becaufe, and while he lives, they (hall
*' live ahb," (John, xiv. 19.) *' he that hath the

y Son hath life," (i John, v. 12.) and they have it

in a way of right ; as he that is polTelTed of the foil

has right- to all that grows upon it. All that is

CHRIST'S is theirs ; there is a happy commutation
of interefts ; their debts, with the confequences

thereof, are devolved upon him ; and all that was his

imputed and communicated to them. And his care

of them is fuch, that he will be able to fay at the

latter day, " Of all that thou haft given me, I have
*' loft nothing," (John, xvii. 12. ) he will not leave

an hoof behind. The fignet on his right hand (men
of Ihiningoutfides) may poffibly be plucked thence,

(Jer. xxii. 24.) but the leaft joint of his finger fhall

notj no man that is compos mentis will fufrer \\\z

meaneft part of himfelf to gangrene and perilh,

if it be in his power to help it ; how then (liould otir

LORD CHRIST .?* who, befides the natural affec-

tion he hath to thofe of his own body, ( Eph. v. 25.

)

hath alfo received a commandment from the Father

to keep them fafe, (John, vi. 40.) and is perfedly

qualified in all refpedls to make it good. On this ac-

count, as well as others, they are " compleat in him/*

(CoL ii. 10.) Believers are fo one with CHRIST,

that whatfoever he did, they are faid to do it with

him; clrcumcifed with him, (ver. 11.) crucified

with him, (Rom. vi. 6.) buried with him, (ver.4.)

C c c rifea
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rifen with him, (vei\ 5.) afcended with him, (Epb.

iv; 8.) and they fit in heaven with him, (chap. ii. 6.)

It is no more pofiible for beUevers to mifcarry finally,

than for CHRIST himfelf to be held under the

power of the grave ; there is one law for them both

:

it is a faithful faying, *' If we be dead with him, we
** iliall alfo live with him," (aTim. ii. 11.) '^ If we
*' fufter with him, v;e fliall be glorified together,**

(Rom. viii. 17.) As CHRIST once raifed, dies no

more, (chap. vi. 9.) fo none of thofe raifed with

him, fliall return any more to corruption: for he

gave himfelf for his church; not only to fandlify

and cleanfe it once, but once for all; and to " pre-

" fent it without fpot or wrinkle," at the lail day,

(Eph. v. 25, 26, 27.) by that *' one offering, he

*' perfected for ever them that are fandified," (Heb.

X. 14.) Thefe are thofe " fure mercies of David,"

recorded in the Ivth of Ifaiah, and explained in the

xiiith of the Acls.

It is not for nothing that our blefTed Lord and Sa-

viour fo often repeats that good word and promife

concerning believers (which furely he did as being

greatly pleafed with the thoughts of it) ; " I will

'' raife him up at the lafl day ;" and '' I will raife

" him up at the lafl day," (John, vi, 39, 40. 44.

54.) q, d. " I will be with him unto the end of the

" world, and fee him fafe in heaven:" and this may

be faid of it (as by Jofeph to Pharaoh), *' the thing

" is doubled, becaufe it is eflabliflied of GOD, and
*' he will bring it to pafs," (Gen. xli. 32.)

Arg, V. Another argument for believers in-

vincible Perfeverance, is, that all the attributes of

GOD do lland engaged for it. Virtue invincible

has undertaken it ; therefore mufl it needs fucceed.

I. Power.
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I.Power. In Jer. xxxii. 27. GOD's fovereign

power over all flefli is laid down as the ground of their

faith, touching their return from captivity, and h\^

giving them a new heart ; and for his fo keeping

them, that they '' fhould not depart from him any
*• more," as they had done, (Jer. xxxii. 36-»—41.)

So, when he would ftrengthen his fainting people,

he fliles himfelf, " The everlafting GOD, the LORD,
" the Creator of the ends of the earth, who fainteth

** not, neither is weary," (Ifa. xl. 28.) and which

is yet more, his right hand, and the arm of his

ftrength are engaged by oath, .(chap. Ixii. 8.) In

2 Tim. i. 12. the apoftle argues the certainty of his

falvation from the powder of GOD; (which he could

not have done with any good reafon or comforr, had

not that power been engaged for it.) " I am not

'* afhamed—-for I know in w^hom I have believed,

** and that he is able to keep that I have committed to

" him againft that day." And he gives the like coun-

fel to others, where he points at the " power of GOD,
*^ to make all grace abound in them," (2 Cor-

ix. 8.) The calling alfo of the Jew^s, and grafting

them into CHRIST, is laid on the fame rock, for

" GOD is able to graft them in again," (Rom. xi.

23. Col. i. II.) In Eph. vi. he tells tliem what

kind of enemies they were to wreftle with, namely,

*' principalities and powers, and fpiritual wicked-

*' neffes in high places," (Eph. vi. 12.) a fort of ad-

verfaries too potent for fpirits houfed in clay : but,

to harnefs them fit for the battle, he (hews them a

power that is higher than thofe, and, indeed, much

more above them, than they above us : and with

this he would have them to inveil themfelves, '* B(^

C c c 2 " ^^^^^^g^
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'' flrong in the LORD, and in the power of his

** might/* (ver. TO.) this is an armour compleat

;

aptly termed, " the whole armour of GOD," (ver.

1 1.) and in this flrong tower believers are fafe. Sa

likewife in Eph. i. to confirm them, touching the

hope oi his calling, he brings in the mighty power

of GOD, even " that exceeding greatnefs of his

*' power, by which he railed JESUS CHRIST from
*' the dead, and (ct him at his own right hand, far

*' above all principalities and powers, and putting

*' all things under his feet," (chap. i. 19—22.)

wherein he fets forth CHRIST as a pattern of what;

GOD will do for believers; they fhall be raifed, and

fet above all, as he was. And .though they fome-

times fall (" for there is no man which finneth not,'*

I Chron. vi. 36.) let it make them more wary, but

not difcourage them; fOr ^' they fhall not be utterly

*' caft down," (Pfal. xxxvii. ^4. ) and this, becaufe

*' the LORD upholdeth them with his hand."

The archers may fhoot at them, and forely grieve

them ;
yet (ha.\\ their '' bow abide in flrengrh, and the

*' arms of their hands be made ftrong by the hands of

" the mighty GOD of Jacob," (Gen. xlix. 23, 24.)

And well it is for us that the divine power hath un-

dertaken this difficult work; and that. the Scriptures

do fo clearly avouch it : for nothing lefs cojjld be a

buttrefs fufficient to flay our faith upon, touchino'

our holding out to the end : but, becaufe " he is

" flrong in power, not one faileth," (Ifa. xl. 26.)

2. Wisdom. This is an ability to fit and direifl

means to their proper end. In matters of lefs con-

cern, we find the Lord fo laying his work, that it

cannot mifcarry : if, therefore, it be his good plea-

fure
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fure to ordain men to falvation ; his wifdom requires

that it be in fuch a way as is fure to fucceed ; and
that all forts of impediments be either prevented, or

fo over-ruled, as not to interrupt, but become fub-

fervient to his great end. Irlaving counted his coll,

and paid it off, and alfo began to build, it behoves

his wifdom to fee that his work be done, and brought
to perfe6lion, (Luke, xiv. 29, 30.) and accordingly

to provide fuitable inftruments , fuch as he knows
will do, and yet not over-do the thing intended;

much like to the hufbandman's forting his feed to the

nature of the foil, and thrafhing inftruments to the

capacity of his grain ; he will not ufe a wheel, where

the rod will ferve ; nor a rod, where the wheel is need-

ful : and this he hath from his GOD, " who in-

" ftrudeth him to difcretion," (Ifa. xxvili. 2:^. 28.)

So, the LORD " ftayeth the rough wind in the day
*' of the eaft-wind," (chap, xxvii. 8.) he doth not

only defign the end of a man's journey, but every

ftep in it is of his ordering, (Pfal. xxxvii. 23. Job,

xxxi. 4.)
'' the LORD preferveth his going out,

" and his coming in,'* (Pfal. cxxi. 8.) In Ifaiah

xxvi. 7. the LORD is faid, ** to weigh the path of
'' the juft;" which is not meant only of his obferv-

ing their works, and difpenfmg to them accord-

ingly ; but, as pre-pondering what they are to do,

and what is requifite for their doing of it; and ap-

portioning their faith and afliftance anfwerably. As

at the making of the world, *' he weighed the moun-
" tains in fcales, and the hills in a balance," (Ifa.

xl. 12.) that its parts might be of equal weight : or,

as one that is to run in a race, and muft carry weights

^houi him ; it will be his wifdom to have them

evenlv
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evenly poifed : fo, the LORD fets one thing

acrainft another in our foul's concernments. Paul,

therefore, brings in this vvifdom of GOD, as well

as his power, to he]p their faith touching their efta-

bliihment, (Rom. xvi. 25. 27.) and the apoftle

Jude, in the clofe of his epiflie, gives glory to

GOD, " as the only wife GOD," upon the account

of " his keeping them from falling; and prefenting

" them faultlefs before the prefence of his glory,'*

(Jade, 24, 25.)

3. Honour. The concernment of GOD's ho-

nour, is alfo an important argument for proof of

this do6lrine : the LORD's manner of dealing with

his people of old, and the reafon of it, is an inftance

above contradiction. The promlfe of giving them

Canaan, was not more abfolute than the promlfe of

falvation to believers ; nor was it lefs clogged with

conditions, threatenings, and cautions (which were

afterwards added) : but, the promife being once

made abfolute, " To thy feed will I give this land,'*

(Gen. xii. 7. chap. xv. 18.) the LORD held him-

felf obliged in honour to make it good. How often

did he feem to be pouring out his wrath to deftroy

them.? firfl in Egypt ; then in the wildernefs, ^V.

(Ezek. XX. 8. 13. 21, 22. 40.) And what kept it

off, but the interefl of his honour ? this put him

upon finding out ways to deliver them ;
'^ I wrought

"'"(fays he) for my name's fake," (ver. 14.) The

LORD did, as it were, labour to fnpprefs his righ-

teous fury, incenfed by their intolerable provoca-

tions : his name and honour were concerned, and

that held his hands: he had once made.an abfolute

promife, which therefore mud be made good ;

though
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diougli they made tliemfelves never fo unworthy of

it. We likewife find, in the xlviiith of Ifaiah, that

they had dealt very treacheroully, than which no-

thing is more provoking: but, iays the LORD,
" For my own fake will I defer mine anger :;" and
again, '' For mine own fake, even for mine own
" fake, will I do itj for how fliould my name be
" polluted?" (Ifa. xlviii. 9. 11.) The LORD
will overlook a thoufand tranfgreflions, rather thaa

expofe his name and honour to reproach, as once it

was by a temporary iulpen lion j to recover which,

and that his name might be fanflified, he will bring

them home again ; yea, though it be in the eyes of

men a thing impoflible ; and they themfelves do
think fo likewife ; for, " our hope is loft, and we
" are cut off," fay they, (Ezek. xxxvii. 11.) and,

again, my " hope is periflied from the LORD,"
(Lam. iii. 18.) Whether at home, or abroad, they

ftill caufed his name to be profaned ; and for this

his holy name, he had pity on them, (Ezek. xxxvi.

20, 21.) for if he fhould have caft them off for ever,

it would have been faid, that he did not forefee how
unworthy a people they would be ; or, he was not

able to keep them in their own land, nor to bring

them back again ; or elfe, that he was changeable

in his purpofes, and not true to his word, iffc.

Some reflection or other they would caft upon him,

which he would not bear. All which, and mu^
more of a like kind, is applicable to believers with

refpe<ft to their perfeverance.

4. Justice, or Righteoufnefs. There can hardly

be found a firmer fupport, or more full confolation

to believers, than that the juftice 0^ GOD is en-

g;a2:ed
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gaged to fave them :
'' for, the righteous LORD

" loveth righteouinefs/* (Pfal. xi. 7.) and " cannot

" deny himfelf.'* He would not juftify any, no,

not his very eled, but in a way confident with his

juflice : for which caufe, he fent forth his Son a pro^

pitiation for fin. Surely, then, having received the

atonement, he will not expofe his juilice to cenfure,

by leaving them in any wife obnoxious to condem-

nation. Salv'ation now is their due, his grace hath

made it fo, by both giving and accepting fuch a

price for ky as engageth righteoufnefs itfeif to fave

them ; for, " who (hall condemn, fince it is

'' CHRIST th^t died?" (Rom. viii. 34.) it is as

righteous a thing with GOD to give reft to his peo-

ple, as tribulation to thofe that trouble them,

(2 Thef. i. 6, 7.) Paul therefore builds his expec*

tation of the crown upon this attribute, as well as any

other ;
" henceforth is laid up for me a crown of

" righteoufnefs, wliich the LORD, the righteous

*' Judge, Iliall give at that day,'* (aTim. iv. 8.)

The righteoufnefs of GOD fecures to them their

holding -out, " to finifli their courfe, and to keep
^' the faith/* as well as the reward when then: work

is done. " GOD is not unrighteous to forget his

*' people'slabour of love,** (Heb. vi. 10.) muchlefs

CHRIST'S. This gave the apoftle to be perfuaded

better things of thofe he writes to, than to be fub-

jt'd: to failing away, (Heb. vi. 9.) The blood of

the everlafting covenant, is engaged to make them

perfed in every good work, to do his will, (chap,

xiii. 20, 21.) Yea, they (hall bring forth fruit in

their old age, (Pfal. xcii. 14.) and this, to declare

that the LORD is upright, and no unrighteoufnefs

in him, (ver. 15.)

5. THt
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5. The faithfulnefs, or truth of GOD, Is alfo

concerned in the final perfeverance of believers. For,

having drawn them from all created bottoms, to a to-

tal reliance on himfelf, he cannot but give them that

they have trufted him for. The LORD will not

be to his people, as that broken flaff Egypt was to

the Jews, to fail them at their greateft need; which

is, when they are loft, driven away, broken, and

lick, and perhaps have no mind to return; as Ephra-

im, who "went on frowardly,'* (Ifa. Ivii. 17, 18.)

then is the fit time for the fafthfulncfs of GOD to

difcover itfelf, by feeking them out, bringing thsm

back, binding them up, healing, and comforting

them, (Ezek. xxxiv. 16.) To heal their back-

Hidings, as it (hews the freenefs of GOD's love, (b

his faithfulnefs. " The LORD will not behold ini-

*' quity in Jacob,*' (Numb, xxiii. 21.) that is, he

will not take notice of it, lb as to recede from his

word: for he could not but fee their perverfenefs

and murmurings ; for which he punilhed them fe-

Verely ; and fometimes made as if he would difin-

herit them: but flill he remembered his covenant,

and that reitrained it j the LORD had blelied, and

therefore men could not reverfe it 3 neither them-

felves, by their infufferable contumacy, nor Balaam

with his enchantments, (ver. 20.) ** The LORD
*' loveth judgment" (that is, truth and faithfulnefs),

and " therefore he forfaketh not his faints, they are

" preferved for ever," (Pfal. xxxvii. 28.) The

faints are in league with GOD, *' they have made a

*' covenant with him by facrifice," (Pfal. 1. 5.) and

it is a league of his own propounding, by which he

hath obliged himfelf to proted them. And though

D d d meu
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niCxT may break their compads, the holy One of Is-

rael will not; " He is not man, that he (hould lie, n^r

'' the Ton of man, that he Ihould repent," (Numb.

Xxiii. 19.) David having made GOD his fortrefs,

concludes from thence, that *' the name of GOD
" was engaged to lead, and to guide him,'*

(Pfalm xvi. i. with Pfalm xxxi. 3, 4.) Thofe Co-

rinthians were as liable to temptations, as other

men who fell by them ; for they had ftrong remain-

ders of corruption (as appears by both the epiftles),

and a fubtil adverlary to obferve and draw it out

:

befides, they w^ere highly gifted, and fo the more

ready to think themfelves above the rank of ordinary

Chriftians ; than which, nothing could more expofe

them to danger : but, notwithftanding all thefe dif-

advantages, they ihall be kept ; the faith fulnefs of

GOD,- that fecures them, and " fhall confirm them
" unto the end," (i Cor. i. 8, 9.) for '* GOD is

"^ faithful (fays he), by whom ye were called ;" it

is as if he had faid, GOD would never have called

vou into the feilowfhip of his Son, if he had not re-

Iblved to keep you there. So, again, he tells them,

*' GOD will not fuffer them to be tempted above

'' what they are able," (i Cor. x. 13.) and he brings

it in as an inference from the faith fulnefs of GOD.
He likewife lays the fhrefs of his confidence, for the

Thefialonians being preferved blamelefs unto the

coming of Chrifl, upon the fame attribute ;
" Faith-

" ful is he that called you, who alfo will do it,"

(i Thefl'. v. 23, 24.) And when he would move the

Hebrews to purpofe, to hold faft the profeffion of

their faith without wavering, he ufes the fame en-

gine flill, " Faithful is he that promifed," (Heb.

X. 23.) Peter, he alfo direds the faints to '' com-
'' mi:
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•* mit their fouls unto GOD, in well doing, as unto
'' a faithful Creator," (i Pet. iv. 19.) Now, the

Scripture always propounds to us, fuch attributes

and motives as are proper to the matter in hand ;

and, therefore, in ftiling GOD, here, a *' i^ithful

Creator,'* it is as much as to lay, " He that hath
*' wrought you for this felf-fame thing is GOD,'*

(2 Cor. V. 5.) who is faithful to his purpofe, or firll

intent of his work, and will therefore perfect it, not-

withftanding the fiery trial you are to pais under,

( I Pet. iv. 12.) you may therefore build upon it,

and commit yourfelves to him accordingly : for " his

" faithfulnefs ihall not fail," (Pfal Ixxxix. 33.) and^

confequently, not yours.

6. Mercy. This attribute alfo freely contributes

to the faint's perfeverance. Mercy refpeds men in

difhrefs, to fupport and bring them out, not having

of their own to help themfelves : this, none are {6

fenfible of as believers; them, therefore, will mercy

efpecially provide for; (Hof xiv. 3.) " In thee the

*' fatherleis find mercy." (Pfal. lix. 10.) *' The
" GOD of mercy (hall preferve me." Mercy is the

name of GOD, and his glory, (Exod. xxxiv. 7.)

Mercy is his way, " all the paths of the LORD are

*' mercy," (Pfal, xxv. 10, ) and it is his pleafanc

path, called, therefore, his delight, (Micah, vii. 18.)

it pleafeth him above any thing; yea, " he takes

" pleafure in them that hope in his mercy," (Plalm

cxlvii. II.) Vv^e may fay, in a good fenfe, *' His

" throne (that is, his glory in the world), is up-

*' holden by mercy," (Prov. xx. 28.) It is mercy

that makes men to fear him, (Pfal. cxxx. 4.) The

cxxxvith Pfalm throughout, is an encomium of

D d d 2 mercy,
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mercy, as that which doth all for us ; and this, be^

caufe it " endures for ever.'* In the cxxxviiith

Ffalm, the prophet grounds his confidence, touching

his perfeverance, upon this attribute exprefsly,

namely, that GOD would perfect that which con-

cerned him, " becaufe his mercy (which began the

" work) endureth for ever." The great covenant

is founded in mercy, and is therefore ftiled, " The
*^ fure mercies of David,'* (Ifa. Iv. 3.) I Ih ail not

add more touching this attribute : for if all the reft be

on our fide (as you fee they ate), the mercy of GOD
mufh needs be for us; for it is that, indeed, which

hath engaged and brought in all the reti.

Arg, VI. The faints perfeverance may alfo be ar-

gued from the ends of their being, with the author

of thofe ends: this the Scripture puts weight upon.

Their ends are to glorify GOD, and to be glorified

with him: but neither of thefe can be attained with-

out perfeveri;ig ; not the firft; for nothing fo diflio-

nours GOD as apoftafy: not the latter, becaufe

fuch only as endure to' the end lliall be faved. They

mud, therefore, perfevere, or thofe ends will be fruf-

trated ; which will not ftand with the author's in-

terefb or authority, That thefe were the ends of

their being, is evident, Ifa. xliii.21. *' Thefe peo-

" pie have I formed for myfelf;" and verfe 7.
*' I

* created him for my glory." The apoftle alfo is

very exprefs for it, in 2 Cor. v. where, fpeaking of

that divine building in the heavens, prepared for

believers, he tells us, " they were vvrought for that

•' felf-fame thing." The manner of expreffion is

worthy of remark : it is not barely fiiid, this end, or

|his thing, we were made for; but, in effecV, this

very
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very thing, and nothing elfe ( to be fure, nothing lefs),

was the fcope and end of our creation, both old and
new, evenof allGOD's workmanfliip iiponus. And
as evident it is, that GOD himlelf is the autlior of

thofe ends, and that therefore they cannot mifcarry.

Upon this ground the LORD would have his peo-
ple to found an undauntable confidence : as may
well .be gathered from his fo frequent indicating of

it. In Ifa. xliii. he thus fortifies them againfl: the

forefl of evils; " Fear;rot, for I have redeemed thee;
'' 1 have called rhee;'* and verfe, 7. " I have ere-
*' ated him; I have formed him; yea, "I have made
«' him, I, even! the LOPvD," (verfe 11. and chap,

xli. 10.) " Fear thou not, for I am with thee: I

^' will ftrengthen thee, 1 will help thee, yea, 1 will

'' uphold thee :" the emphafis lies in the perfon

adive, I, that is, I the LORD, (a note of infinite

fignificancy and fecurity to believers!) the apofi;ic

alio in that % Cor. v. that believers might know
themfeives invincibly fecured, he points us to GOD,
as the great author of thofe important ends, and al-

mighty undertaker for their accompli fhment ; " he

^' that wroug;ht us for the felf-fame thino- is GOD."
It is as if he had faid, It is impofiible we ihould lofe

the thing we were wrought for, becaufe it is GOD
that wrought us for it. It is not the defignment of

an idol; that is, of fome ignorant, rafi-i, fallible, or

mutable agent, fuch a one as may poiTibiy be fur-

prized by unlooked-for accidents, circumvented by^

a fublimer underfianding, over-born by a power

above him, or recede from his purpofe through le-

vity and ficklcnefs of his nature, ^c. But it is GOD,
who is " wife in heart, and mighty in ilrcngth,'*

(Job,
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(Job, ix. 4.) It Is he from whom all things that

are have their being, and are perfect!}^ under his

i*ule and obeifance. He had eternir}' before him, to

la}' his defign furely ; and acccordingly, " he de-

*' clared the end from the beginning.'* It is there-

fore as impoliible for him either to do, or neglect to

do, or fuffer to be done, any thing whereby his puT-

pofe might fufferdifappointment; as it is impoffible

that GOD fhculd lie. He would never have fet up

thofe ends as the fumand upfhot of his defign, if he

liad not determined to fee them made good. And
therefore (as fays the apoftle) '' We are always con-

*^ fident, that when abfent from the body, we Ihall

'' be prefent with the LORD," (2 Cor. v. 6. 8.)

This is alfo further confirmed by that compendious

promife, (Jer. xxxi. 33.) " I will be their GOD,
" and they fhall be my people :" every word here

hath a peculiar emphafis; i. That he will be a GOD
to them; 2. Their GOD; and, 3. for ever: this/

ivtU imports both a fixed refolution, and time with-

out limit. It is as if he had faid, Though other

lords have had the rule over you, and you have ftill

a pronenefs to revolt to them, it fhall not be; I will

not be outed any more; I will heal your backflid-

ings, and be your GOD fliJl : I will carry it towards

you and for you, as becomes a GOD to do; and I

will make you fuch a people, as becometh GOD to

ov/n :
" I will not be afliamed to be called your

'' GOD," (Heb. xi. 16.) It would indeed be both a

difparagement and difiatisfadion to GOD, if his

people ihould fail of that he made them for;

which certainly cannot be, becaufe GOD is theirs;

and if GOD be theirs, all things are theirs,

both
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both this world and that to come, (i Cor. iii,

22, 23.)

Arg. VII. La[ily\ For the final perfeverance of

believers, a principal argument is fetched from the

fovereign decree of Election. I call it fovereign., partly

becaufe it is the highefi: manifeftation of GOD's ab-

folute dominion over his creatures, in choofing

whom he would, and pafTing by the reft : panl}^, alfo,

becaufe all forts of things whatfoever are fubjeded to

it, and made fubfervient to its final accomplifliment.

And this 1 take for a principal reafon v;hy election is

fo frequently placed in eternity (or before the foun-

dation of the world), namely, to {l:iew, that the very-

fabric of the world, and all occurrences therein,

werefo contrived and framed in GOD's decree, as

having eledion for their primary fcope and end: that

this firft caufe is the fupreme moderator of all inter-

mediate caufes, and is itfelf fubjed to none. It was

not any lovelinefs in eled perlons, which moved

GOD to love them at firft; fo neither (hall their un-

lovely backilidings deprive them of it, though it

may be eclipfed by their own default, to (he break-

ing of their bones. The LORD chofe them for

that bleifed image of his own, which he would af-

terwards imprint upon them ; and this he Hill pro-

fecutes through all difpenfations.

That eled nation the Jews, tliey apoftatized

from GOD, and did worfe than any other; yet would

not the LORD utterly caft them off. In Samuel's

time their wickednefs was very great
; yet, fairh

he (to flay them from total apoftafy), " The LORD
** will not forfake you :'' but what is the ground of

thai his confidence, and grand warranty } The very

fame
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fame that now we are upon ;
^« The LORD will

*' not forfake you, becaine it hath pleafed the

*' LORD to make you his people :" not becaufe

they remembered their duty, and returned to GOD;
but becaufe " he remembered them for his cove-

" nant :" in purfuance whereof he long maintained

their title, notwithftanding their often repeated for-

feitures ; and, when in captivity, brought them,

home again.

And, indeed, there is nothing fo melts the heart

of thofe in covenant with GOD, as that " the

*' LORD fliould be pacified towards them after all

" their abominations,'* (Ezek. xvi. 6;^.) The
manner of GOD's dealings with his people, is efpe-

tially inftrU'flive to help the faith of the fpiritual

election upon all occafions, as holding forth the fpe-

cial regard the LORD has for them, becaufe of his

covenant : that though he may and will punifli theit

iniquities; yet his loving-kindnefs he will not take

from^them. And he puts it ftill upon his having

once chofen them, as ye have it in Jeremiali, xli. 9.

*' I have chofen thee, and not cad thee away."

This latter claufe, " and not call thee away,^* feems

added to fhew, that his choofmg them was an ad
unrepealable, q. d. I knew beforehand what thou

wouldefl: do, and how thou wouldeft prove ; and if

\ had meant ever to call thee off; yea, if I had not

refolved againft it, I v;ould not have chofen thee at

all : but, fincel have, be fure I will ftand by thee ;

*' I will ftrengthen thee; 1 will help thee; yea, 1

*' will uphold thee with the right hand of my righte-

" oufnefs."
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It is true, the body of that nation, for their un*

belief, are now broken oiff^ there is a fufpenhon of

the outward part of the covenant : not that GOD
intends an utter rejedion of them : for fuch as have

part in the fpecial eledion, are always flived, (Rom.
xi. 7.) and the time will come when all IlVael Ihall

be faved : for as touching the eledion, they are be-

loved frill, though yet unborn. For their fakes ic

was, t4iat '' thofe days of tribulation were fhortened,"

Matt. xxiv. 22. Which anfwers to that in Ifa.

ixv. 8. " Deftroy it not, there is a bleffing in it.'*

The LORD will not fo much regard what they have

done or deferved, as what his covenant is concerning

Abraham's feed ; which minding of his covenant, is

from the unchangeablenefs of his purpofe^ and,

therefore, though broken off at prefent, " they fliali

*' be grafted in again," (ver. 24.) though driven

into all lands ; fcattered into corners ; mingled with

the heathen ; and become fo like them, as not to be

known afunder; yet being his chofen, and within his

covenant, he will bring them out of their holes, and

gather them one by one, (Ifa. xxvii. 12.) he will do

it fo accurately, exadly, pundually, that none (hall

be wanting; *' though fifted among all nations, not

" one grain fliall fall to the earth," (Amos, ix. 9.)

The refervation mentioned in Rom. xi. was GOD's
omnipotent lafeguarding his elecl, when the reft of

the nation fell to idolatry : they had gone all, as well

as fome, had not eleclion held them back 3 it is there-

fore faid to be according to the clcilion of grace :

eledlion was the pattern, and refervation the copy of

it. And that this was not a finglc cafe, or rcftrained

to that prefent time, is evident from Matth. xxiv.

E e e where



402 A PRACTICAL DISCOURSE

where oiar Saviour foretells, that the fubtilty of de-

ceivers, and temptations of the times, fliall be"

fuch, and the torrent rife to that ftrength, that it

will be next to impoffible not to be^ carried away by

it ; but for the elec^, they are fafeguarded : how ?

By the coming in of the firfl and fovereign caufe,

by the virtue of which, the whole force and influ-

ence of thofe fecond caufes, fhall either be pre-

rVented, or removed, mitigated, inverted, (hortened,

or over-ruled, (Matt. xxiv. 22.) and the faith of

his fealed ones fo confirmed, that they fliall not be

hurt by them, (Ezek. ix. 6. Rev. vii. 3.) yea (and

which is more), thofe very things which are deftruc-

tive to others, (hall work life in them. This turned

Balaam^'s curfe into a bleffing to Ifrael, (Deut.

xx.iii. 5.) and Paul's afflidions to his falvation, (Phil.

i. 19.) they are to them a caufe of '' lifting up the

" head," (Luke, xxi. 28.) And if it were not fo^

the apollle could not exhort us to " count it all joy

" when we fall into divers temptations," (James^

i. 2.) but that in the midft thereof " he keepeth

" the feet of his faints," (i Sam. ii. 9,) for (fays

GOD) " they are my people, children that will not

« lie," (Ifa. Ixiii. 8.) q. d. They are of thofe I

have chofen, and fet apart for myfclf, and therefore

they fliall not fruftrate my purpofe in choofing them :

which feems implied in the word fo, " fo he was-

*' their Saviour;" I will fave them, becaufe I have

made them my people.

And, further, it is worthy your notice, that this

fovereign decree is always regnant ; a kingdom that

beareth rule over all, and fhall never be broken,

(Dan. ii. 44.) PfaL Ixxxix. 34. ** My covenant

'' will
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^^ will I not break, nor alter the thing "that is gone
'' cut of my lips : my covenant (hall Hand faft with

•' him," (ver. 2§.) It is meant of the covenant

made with David and his houfe ; or, rather, with

CHRIST and his fpiritual feed, of whom David
was a type. And that we might have ftrong confola-

tion, the LORD is pleafed to bind it with an oath ;

*' once" (that is, once for all, and once for ever; it

was fo full, perfed, and abfolute, that it needed no

alteration, amendment, or repetition) "once have
*' I fworn by my holinefs, that I will not lie unto

" David," (ver. 35.) And how impoffible it was

that this covenant (hould be broken, appears

by Jeremiah, who, fpeaking in the name of the

LORD, delivers it thus; " If you can break my
" covenant of the day, and my covenant of the

*• night, that there Ihould not be day and night in

" their feafon ; then may alfo my covenant be broken
'' with David my fervant," (Jer. xxxiii. 20, 21.)

Here note, by the way, that day and night take their

turns; but Hill it is in their feafon. And David

himfelf fays of it, that '' it is a covenant everlafling,

" ordered in all things, and fure," (2 Sam, xxiii. 5.)

that is, whatever might pollibly fall in to interrupt

it, there was that order obferved in the compofition

of the covenant, and fuch a power laid up within

it ; as fhould certainly over-run and bear down thofe

impediments, triumph over all, and hold on its way

:

(as all the tempefls and tumults that happen in this

lower world, can in no wife obftrud the courfe and

harmony of the fuperior orbs. ) He therefore de-

clares in high, yet humble expreflions, that he de-

fires no other or better fecurity for his falvation. And

E e e 2 it
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it is not unlikely, that David and Solomon were

both of tbem left to thofe great and grievous back-

flidings, to give proof of the furenefs of this cove-

nant, which indeed was fufficiently done by them,

and tried to the uttermoft : tor they both broke the

covenant on their part ; and yet the covenant was

not nulled : no thanks to them, but to that fovereign

o-race, that had laid in provifion before to prevent ir,

by making it abfolute and unrepealable. Yet will

not the LORD connive at their mifcarriages ; but

" if his children forfake my law, and break my ila-

'' tutes, I will viiit their tranfgrefiions with the rod>

*' and their iniquity with ftripes : neverthelefs, my
" loving-kindnefs will I not utterly take from him,

^* nor fuffer my faithfulnefs to fail,'* (Pfal. Ixxxix.

31, 32, 33.) There was indeed (at times) afeeming

to make void this covenant, (ver. 39.) and great

complaints are made upon it (as well there might)

but it revives, and looks frefh again ; joy comes in

the morning; as is evident by the clofe of that Pfalm;

" Blefled be the LORD for evermore. Amen and

" Amen !" Its return was the more welcome for its

temporary abfence; and therefore he meets with a

double gratulation, Amen and Amen! It was but

in a little wrath that he hid his face from them, and

that but for a moment of time !
'' but with everlafl*

*' ing kindnefs will I have mercy on thee, faith the

*' LORD, thy Redeemer. The mountains fliall de-

** part, and the hills be removed;—but my kind-

" nefs (hall not depart from thee, neither (hall the

•' covenant of my peace be removed, fiiith the

« LORD, that hath mercy on thee," (Ifa. liv. 8. 10,)

In Jeremiah another impoflibiiity is inilanced, to
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fliew the eternal validity of this covenant; " Thus
*' faith the LORD, If heaven above can be mea-
^* fured, and the foundations of the earth fearched

*' out beneath, I will alfo cad off all the feed of

" Ifrael, for all that they have done, faith the

" LORD," (Jer. xxxi. 37.) The LORD (you

fee) has made himfelf both the alpha and omega

of this great fentence; to flievv, that both ends of

the covenant are in his own hands.

By thefe Scriptures (with many others) it is appa-

rent, there fhall be no failure on GOD's part 3 and

confequently none at. all, becaufe he hath taken on

himfelf the performance of the whole; not fo, as to

exempt us from our duty, but to reduce us to it,

and carry us through it : believers, therefore, fliall be

invincibly fecured to the end of their faith, the flil-

vation of their fouls.

Yet doth not this do6lrine go free of contradic-

tion : and, truly, confidering how plain and perti-

nent the Scripture is for it, it may well be conjec-

tured, that if the firfl impugners of Perfeverancc

had not found themfelves in a toil, and necefiitated

to oppofe it, for the maintenance of other principles

they had before efpoufed, and which would not (land

with this, they would never have fet themfelves againfl:

it. But errors (like truths in that) do hang together,

or as links in a chain; the firft mover draws the refl

after it : but I truft, through help from above, all

the objedions that are laid againft this doclrine, (hall

(by one hand or other) prove to its farther confirma-

fion. The chief that have occurred to me, are thefe

that follow; and if I had met with any more confidcr-

able, I hope I ihould not have Hiunned their trial

Obi.
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Obj. The dodrlne of abfolute Perfeverance de-

prives men of the fliarpefh bit which GOD hath givea

ihem, to curb the unregenerate part of the foul ; we
mean the fear and dread of eternal fire.

Anfm. The law is good, if lawfully ufed ; fo Is

fear, in its time and place ; but out of that it is as a

bone out of joint. The law works by fear, as a

fchool-mafter unto CHRIST : it is ordinarily the

firfh occafion of our motion towards believing. The
heir, whilrt: a child, may be under the tutorage of

fear : but when faith is grown up, then cafh out the

bondwoman and her fon ; fear fhall not be heir with

faith : for, though it be a good fervant, it is an ill

mafter. For fear to predominate over faith, Is for

''' i^rvants to ride, while princes walk on the earth,

** which is an error the earth cannot bear," (Eccl.

X. 5. 7. with Prov. xxx. 21, 22.) Believers (efpe-

ciaiiy fuch as know themfdves fo to be) '' receive

" not the fpirit of bondage again to fear," (Rom.

viii. 15.) they are adted now by another principle,

as a horfe that is thoroughly broke and well wayed,

is better managed by a gentle hand, than a biting

eurb. Faith works by love : it is not henceforth

the fear of wrath, but the fenfe of CHRIST's love,

in delivering from wrath, that both curbs the unre-

generate part, and carries to higher acts of obedi-

ence than fear is capable of, although, at times, all

forts of motives maybe needful to keep us going;

and the LORD, for exercife of our graces, and

other holy ends, may let the deareft of his children

long confli6l with their fears, under which he yet

fupports them, and brings them forth like gold, at

laft. See Ethan's complaint, and the clofe he

makes.
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makes, in the Ixxxixth Pfalni : fee alfo that excel-

lent treatife, " A child of light walking in dark-
*' nefs, &cy by Dr. Goodwin.

There be two forts of fear ; of GOD, and of

the creature. Creature-fear believers are flill called

from, and" with good reafon, as ye will find after.

Godly fear is quite another thing ; it is a grace of

the largefh import : no faving grace, but this fear is

put for it, or joined with it; which juncture Ihews

its import in that place. It is fometimes put for

faith. Gen. xxii. 12. with Heb. xi. 17. fometimes

for love, Pfal. cxxx. 4. with Luke, vii. 47. for

reverence aifo, Pfal. Ixxxix. 7. Lev. xix. 3. Heb:

xii. e8. for vigilance and circumfpe6lion, 2 Cor.

vii. II. for fubjedion, or obfervance, Mai. i. 6.-

Holinefs alfo is coupled with fear, 2 Cor. vii. i.

So is meeknefs, i Pet. iii. 15. So alfo is knowledge,

wifdom, and good underftanding, Prov. i. 7. Plal.

cxi.'i2. Sometimes the whole of religious worn:iip

is intended by it, Judges, vi. 10. Ifa. viii. 13. Job,

1. r. and 8. This fear arifeth from the fight oi

GOD's holinefs, greatnefs, jufb feverity againft fin,

with the freenefs of his grace, furenefs of his cove-

nant, fulnefs that is in CHRIST, and our interefl:

in him, wherewith that ilaviih fear of hell will not

confift. On this account, the LORD our GOD is

faid to be a " fearful name," Deut. xxviii. c^^. that

is, it is the only objed worthy of our faith, love,

reverence, and religious worfliip : and, according to

thisfenfe of the word, " BlcfTed is the man that fear-

*^ eth always.'* But, touching the fear of hell, as

fiippofed the bed curb to fm, and promoter of per-

severance, it ought to be rejected. How far it may

influ-
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influence an unregenerate perfon, as a curb to his

lufts, isnotthe qneftlon here; but if Saul and Judas

ran headlong to hell, with this bit in their mouths,
*

then the fliarpeil bit is not the moft effetLual curb.

Aro-uments againfl it are obvious ; i. That by which

GOD purifies the heart, and whereby believers are

ilreno-thened to a concurrence with him in that work,

is furely the propered curb to fin : that alfo which

weakens and tends to deftroy the root, rnuit needs

be more effectual than that which only hinders Ibme

puttings of it forth : but all this is done by faith

;

this lays the ax to the root :
" By faith GOD puri-

*' fies the heart,'* (Ads, xv. 9.) and " evejy one

" that hath this hope, purifieth himfelf, as he is

'' pure," ( I John, iii. 3.) There is no fuch virtue

afcribed to the fear of hell ; but, plainly, the fpirit

of fear is oppofed to the fpirit of love, of faith, and

of a found mind, (2 Tim. i. 7.) 2. That which

has the place of an end in CHRIST'S delivering

from enemies, can be no let to perfeverance : but,

that we might ferve GOD '' without fear," has the

place of an end in that deliverance, (Luke, i. 74, 75.)

3. That which the Scripture holds forth as an help to

perfeverance, cannot be an hindrance to it ; but the

Scripture holds forth faith and confidence in GOD,
as a principal help to perfeverance, (Rom. vi. 12. 14.

Heb. iii. 14. chap. x. ^S-) 4- That which irritates

the unregenerate part, cannot be faid to curb it

:

but this does the fear of wrath; '* When the com-
*' mandment came, fin revived," (Rom. vii. 9.)

that is, it took occafion, by the law's reflraint, to

rife the more powerfully againfl it ; and fo, the " law

«' workcth wratli," (chap. iv. 15.) as a torrent Hop-

ped
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ped in its courfe, grows more impetuous : Cain was

an inftance of this, (Gen. iv. 5.) and even Paul, in

his unregeneracy,(Rom.vii. 10, 11.) when thoroughly

convinced of lin, if grace ftep not in as its guardian,

the foul's undone. That Scripture, (Matt. x. 28.)

gives the objedion no countenance ; the fear there

intended, is that which hath faith and love in it

:

'* Fear not them which kill the body, but fear him
" that is able to deftroy both foul and body in hell."

The two objeds of fear he puts in the balance ; to

fliew how little reafon we have to balk our duty for

fear of men, whofe power can but reach to a bodily

death ; and how much more to fear him, that has

the keys of death and of hell ; that is, who hatli

power to cad into hell, might judly have done it,

and yet hath faved us from it : and this fear is love ;

as is evident by Matt. x. 37. where fpeaking of the

fame thing (namely, cleaving to CHRIST, parting

-with all for him), it is exprcfsly called love; " He
'' that loveth father or mother more than me, is

'' not worthy of me:" and, for ought that appears

to the contrary, it might be the fear of hell that made

the ilothful fervant to hide his talent ;
'' I knew

" thee, that thou art an hard man, and I was afraid,

« and went and hid thy talent in the eardi," (Mat.

XXV. 24, 25.) It is alfo to be obferved, that before

the great tribunal, the fearful and unbelieving (land

linked together, (Rev. xxi. 8.) But whatever m-

iluence the fear of hell may have upon perfons un-

regenerate, as a curb to their lufts ; the doctrme of

perfeverence deprives not of it, for this concerns

only believers.

The objection is further excepted agamft ;

p f f I. BECAUSE
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I. Because it puts an indignity on the wifdorh

of GOD, as if he had taken from believers ibme

expedient help to perfeverance, by giving them ab-

folute promifes; whereas, we fliould rather fiilped:

our own underflandings, and renounce thofe opi-

nions, which neceflitate fuch unnatural deductions

to fupport them : for, do but feparate the promifes

from their abfolutenefs, and their ftrength is gone

;

they would prove, as the law, " weak, through the

" weaknefs of the fiefh,'* (Rom. viii. 3.) The

LORD knows Chat believers have the moft difficult

work, and deepefl fenfe of their own infufficiency,

and that nothing more weakens their hands, than

doubting and fears, and for that very caufe hath

made his promifes abfolute. Thus he armed Jofliua

to the battle^ " There fliall not any man be able to

**^ Hand before thee all the days of thy life : I will

** not leave thee, nor forfake thee ;'' and thence

draws him an argument, to be " ftrong, and of a

" good courage," (JoHi. i. 5, 6.) Thus alfo Sa-

muel (in the place before-mentioned), when the

people were greatly perplexed becaufe of GOD's

difpleafure towards them ; to confirm them in their

duty, he comforts them againft their fears ; " Fear

** not, ye have done all this wickednefs, j^et turn

*' not afide from following the LORD," ( i Sam.

xii. 20.) And what is the ftrong reafon by which

he fixes them ? " For the LORD will jiot forfake

*' his people,'* (ver. 22.) Paul, likewife, exhorting

believers to that gr^at duty of keeping down fin,

that it might not reign, becaufe the fliarpnefs and

heat of the conflid might otherwife make them re-

coil, he gives them, as an high cordial, afTurance of

^ vidtory

;
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vidory ; tells them exprefsly, that ** fin (hall not

*' have dominion over them," (Rom. vi. 14.) Of
the fame mind were Peter and John ; the one direds

" to give all diligence to make our calling and
*' eledlion fure 3" and this, as a principal means to

*' keep us from falling," (2 Pet. i. 10.) and the

other makes it the very fcope of his whole epidle,

that believers might know they have eternal life,

and that they might " go on in believing," (i John,

V. 13.) Which kind of arguments had been very-

improper, and unduly applied, if giving them af-

lurance, touching the event, had not been a

flrengthening of them in their duty, and much
more, if it would have proved an indulgence to

the flefii.

2. Let fear be confidered in its ordinary and na-

tural effeds ; and it will eafily appear, that nothing

is lefs pleajing to GOD, or more unapt for the fer-

vice of perfeverance. As a man's principal is, fuch

will be his obedience, flavifli obfervance is the beft

that Havifli fear can produce j which is no way ac-

ceptable to an ingenuous fpirit : GOD loves a chear-

ful giver, not Samaritan worQiip, *' for fear of li-

" ons," (2 Kings, xvii. 25.) Such fervice will alfo

be weak and wavering : for nothing (o uniettles the

mind as fear, it enervates the foul, and takes away

its ftrensth :
** Nabal's heart died within him for

** fear," ( i Sam. xxv. 37.) and the foldiers that

kept die fepulchre, were as " dead men forfear,"^

(Matt, xxviii. 4.) the obedience, therefore, which^

comes from thence, can be but a dead obedience

;

the effed cannot rife higher than the caufe. Pha-

raoh let Ifrael go becaufe of the plagues, which be-

Fffz ing
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ing .a little removed, he repents his obedience, and

chides himfelf for it, (Exod. xiv. 5.) and thofe hy-

pocrites, though fearfulnefs had furprifed them, re-

mained hypocrites flill, (Ifa. xxxiii. 14.) Thisfear

will alfo confift with the greateft' impieties : thofe

very Samaritans, who thus feared the LORD, did

aJfo worlhip their graven images, (2 Kings, xvii. 41.)

3. Fear puts upon ufmg unlawful means : Ifaac

to deny his wife, (Gen. xxvi. 7.) David to lie, and

feign himfelf mad, (i Sam. xxi. 13.) Peter, and

other holy men, to diiTemble, (Gal ii. 12, 13.) It

fends men to Egypt for help, as it did the Jews,

(Ifa. XXX. 2. Hof. vii. 11.) yea, to hell, as it did

Saul, (i Sam. ^fxviii. 7.) Therefore, both Satan and

wicked men are fhill endeavouring to put God's peo-

ple in fear, as they w^ould Nehemiah, whereby his

work had ceafed, (Neh. vi. 13, 14. 19.) And Sa-

tan flood at JoQ:iua*s right hand to refift him, that

is, to accufe him ; and fo to put him in fear, becaufe

of his filthy garments, thereby to difcourage him in

the work of bis ofHce, (Zech. iii. i.)

4. Let fear be compared with its contrary, which

is faith, this removes the mountain, while fear

fixes it, yea, makes it feem to be where no fuch thing

is. Fear made the unbelieving fpies to bring up an

evil report of the good land, and to fancy impoffi-

bilities of obtaining it, (Numb. xiii. 31.) faith made

Caleb and Jolhua magnanimous -,
" Let us go up

*' at once (fay they) and polTefs it, for we are well

*' able to overcome it," (ver. 30.) " yea, they fliall

*' be bread for us," (chap, xiv.- 9.) Thefe two,

who feared no mifcarriage under an abfolute pro-

mife, were carried in ^ all that doubted were fhut

out.
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out. Peter, while confident, walked on the waves j

when he began to doubt, he began to fmk, (Matth.
xiv. 29, 30.) It was faith made thofe worthies vali-

ant to fight, enabled one to chafe a thoufand,
(
Jofli.

xxiii. 10.) When fear caufed a thoufand to flee at

the rebuke of one, yea, at the '* fhaking of a leaf,"

(Lev. xxvi. 36.) An handful of obedience, fpring-

ing from faith and confidence in GOD, is more ac-

ceptable to him, than (heaves and loads arifincr from
fear of wrath. If Paul, for fear of hell, had given

his body to be burned, it had been nothing, (i Cor.

xiii. 3.) but faith and love render fmall things of

value with GOD, even the widow's mite, and a cup

of cold water. And it is worthy of remark, that

when the fruits of the SPIRIT are reckoned up,

this fear is not fo much as named among them, (Gal.

V. 22, 23.) And ccertan it is, that the more fenfi-

ble and lively our love is to GOD, the lefs will be

our fear of hell ; for perfect lovecafts out fear.

5. If fear were fuch an efFedlual curb to fin, or

help to Perfeverance, there would not be fuch pro-

mifes of delivering GOD's people from their fears,

nor wo^id they fo affediionately blefs GOD for their

being delivered, nor fo refolutely fet themfelves

againft it ^ neither would there be ib many commands

and injundionslaid upon them, not to be afraid.

(i.) For commands againft fear. "Fear not

" thou, O my fervant Jacob,—for I will fave thee :

*' fear thou not,—I will corred thee in meafure,*'

(Jer. xlvi.27, 28.) that is, meetly and proportionably,

according to the fcope of my covenant, which is to

fave thee. The LORD would not have us think

oarfelves in danger of being calhiered when we are

chaliened ;
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chaflened; which feems the import of that in Ifaiah,

*' I have chofen thee, and not cafl thee away ; fear

*' thou not," (Ifa. xli. 9, lo.) So, to the Hebrews,

" Call not away your confidence," (Heb. x. ^^.)

and CHRIST to his difciples, *' Let not your heart

*' be troubled, neitherlet it be afraid," (John, xiv. 27.)

(nothing brings fuch perturbation of mind as fear.)

And," Fear not, little flock;" why ? " it is your Father's

^« good pleafure to give you the kingdom," (Luke

xii. 32.) Innumerable are the injundions laid upon

GOD's people againfl: fear, Ifa. jcxxv. 4. chap.

xliii. 5. chap. xliv. 2. Jer. xxx. 10. Joel, ii. 21.

Zeph. iii. 16. Hag. ii. 5. Zach. viii. 13. 15. Matt.

X. 29. Acls, xxvii. 24. Rev. i. 17. ^c. Therefore

ireedom from this fear is no impediment to Perfe-

verance.

(2.) Promises of delivering from fears. " Ja-

*' cab Hiall - be in quiet, and none Ihall make him
*' afraid," (Jer. xxx. 10.) " He fhali not be afraid

** of evil tidings, (Pfal. cxii. 7.)
'' He Ihall be quiet

*^' from fear of evil," (Prov. i. 33.) The promife

is not made to fear and fainting, but to faith and

confidence; "Be of good courage, and he (hall

*' firengthen thy heart," (Pfal. xxvii. 14.) If it

had been the mind of CHRIST, that believers

fhould ftill be under this fear, he would not have

told them, they are paffed from death unto life, and

fl^iall not come into condemnation, (John, v. 24.

)

that they Ihall fit upon thrones, (Matth. xix. 28.)

that their inheritance is referved in heaven for them,

and they kept for it; and that by the mighty power

of GOD, (i Pet. i. 4, 5.) The refult of all which

is, that '' having thefe promifes, we fliould cleanfe

" ourfelves
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** ourfelves from all filtbmefs of flefli and fplrlr;

*' perfeding holinefs in the fear of GOD," (2 Cor.

vii. I.)

(3.) Examples of Chriflian refolution, not to

fear. *' Yea, though 1 walk through the valley of the
*' fliadow of death, I will fear no evil," (Pfal. xxiii.

4.) Ifa. 1. 7. " Thei>efore (that is, bccaufe the
'' LORD GOD had promifed to help him; there-

*' fore) have I fet my face as a ilint, and 1 know
" that I (liall not be confounded." Pfal. Ivi, 4.

" I will not fear what flefli can do unto me." And
Pfal. xlix. 5. " Wherefore fnould I fear in the days
*' of evil, when the iniquity of my heels fliali com-
*' pafs me about ?" Thefe, if any thing, fliould

have put him in fear; but his faith refolves againfl;

it, according to Ifa. xii. 2. " I will trufl;, and not
*' be afraid," that is, he would not Vv'illingly admit

the leafl: mixture of fear wath his faith ; and good
jeafon for it, flnce " the joy of the LORD was his

*' flrength," (Neh. viii. 10.)

(4.) Instances of thankfulnefs for deliverance

from fears. " O magnify the LORD with me, and
" let us exalt his name together." (But what is the

occaflon of this joyful triumph?) "I fought the

" LORD, and he heard me, and delivered me from
" all my fears," (Pfal. xliii. 3, 4.) *' and therefore

*' will I offer in his tabernacle facriflces of joy ;" and

the reafonof it was, that '' GOD would hide him in

*' his own pavillion," (Pfal. xxvii. 5, 6.) that is,

he would fecure him from danger, and fet him up

above all his fears ; which he could not, with any good

reafon, have rejoiced in ; nor have prayed that GOD
i-^'ould '' reflore him to the joy of his falvation," if

the
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the. dread of eternal fire had been {o good a friend

to Perfeverance. Scriptures might be multiplied:

but, befides thefe, it is evident in experience, that

nothing fo elevates the fpirit and courage of a man
in great undertakings, as affurance of fuccefs: but

while he is wavering, and doubtful how he fliall

fpeed, efpecially while he meditates terrors, and of

them the dread full eft, his hands are enfeebled, nor

has he his wits about him (as we ufe to fpeak) to

difcern and improve them, as otherwife he might.

That which tends really to make a man " fledfafl,

*' unmoveable, and always, to abound in the work of

*' the LORD," is not the fear of mifcarrying, and

loling all at laft; but '' faith, and a certain knowledge'

" that his labour (hall not be in vain in the LORD,"
(i Cor. XV. 58.)

0I?/\ If a man once 'believing cannot lofe his faith,

why is it faid, " Let him that ftandeth, take heed

*« left he fall ?" and, " Look to yourfelves, that ye

*' lofe not the things we have wrought ?'* if no poffi-

bility of lofing, what need of fuch cautions, and fo

great circumfpedion ?

Jnfzv. The maker of this objection hath elfewherc

granted, that the obtaining of Canaan was fure to

Abraham's feed, fo as their unworthinefs could not

deprive them of it : and yet we find, their induc-

tion and adual pofTeflion yoked (afterwards) with as

many conditions, cautions, and limitations, as the

promife of falvation to believers any where is; and

yet, neverthelefs, certain. But for more particular

anfwer.

I. That a righteous man may fall, Is evident;

znd as evident it is, that he cannot fall finally: for

though
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though he fall feven times in a day, as often does he

rifeagain, (Prov. xxiv. 16.) and this, becaufe the

" LORD upholdeth hhn with his hand," (Pfah

xxxvii. 24.) and again, the " LORD upholdeth
*' all that fall," (Pfal. cxlv. 14.) that is, either he

flays them when they are falling, or fo orders and

limits the matter, that they fall not into mifchief, as

others do ; and to be fure he will fet them on their

feet again : the abfolute proniife cannot be nulled or

made uncertain, by cautionary words elfewhere deli-

vered. It cannot, therefore, be meant of a total and

final falling away, which the Scripture-current ex-

prefly runs againfl.

2. ThePv.e are confiderations of great weight to

make believers take heed of falling, without fuppof-

ing their final apoftafy (as the danger of breaking a

man's bones, is ground fuiiicient for caution, though

fure that his neck (hall be lafe) j the dillionour done

unto his Father; the Ihame that is put upon

CHRIST ; grieving the Comforter, fcandalizing the

good ways of GOD; {tumbling the weak; ftrength-

ening the wicked ; the unfitting of him for his duty

;

interrupting his peace and communion with GOD,'

^c. Every of which will weigh deep v^dth a foul that

is born of GOD.
3. The lord does ordinarily bring about his

purpofes by means; of which cautions area part;

and by which, as a means, he keeps off the evil

cautioned againfl:. In i John, ii. 28. the apoftle ex-

horts them to " abide in CHRIST;" whom certain

profefTors had relinquilhed, verfe 19. And as pur-

pofely intending to obviate this objedion, he tells

them, ^' that they fhall abide in him," verfe, 27,

whereby he ftrengthens them to their duty.

G g g For
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For the other place objected (namely, *' Look to

** yourfelves, that ye lofe not the things we have

" wrought"), it is one thing to lofe for a time the itnic

and comfort of our flate, as David, Fleman, and

others did ; and another thing to lofe the fiate itfelf j

which a believer lliall never do, as is fhewn before.

Of much like import is that in 2 Pet. i. 5th, 6d"i, 7th,

8th, 9th verfes ; where he exhorts them to " give all

" diligence to add one grace to another :'* and, to

help them in their work, he tells them, i. What
advantages they (hall have by their fo doing ; they

fliall not be unfruitful in the knowledge of JESUS
CHRIST; that is, it fliall evidence to them that

the knowledge they have is a real knowledge ; which

cannot be known from that which is formal onl)^,

but by fuch an effed. That alfo by this means it

fliall be increafed; the ufingof things well, and to

their proper end, being the readiefl way to their

improvement, according to John, vii. 17. " He
*' that will do my will, (hall* know of my dodrine."

2. He then fets before them the lofs they fliall have

in cafe of neglect; they will become blind, unable

to fee afar oif, and forget that they were purged from

their old fins; remiflhefs will bring obfcurity : that

which was clear before, will now become clouded,

and be as if it were not: it may feem to them, that

they are fliort of that reft, which yet is fure to them;

and fo they will be put to begin their work anew

:

whereas, *' if they do thefe things, they flmll never

" fall;** that is, they fliall not fall from their ftedfaft-

nefs, nor lofe that clear fight and alTurance which they

now have, touching their good eftate, namely, as

being partakers of the divine nature, and purged

from their old fins; which thofe negleds might put

out
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out of their fight; and fo lofe them the fen fe and

comfort of what they had wrought.

Obj. We read in John, vi. 66. that many of

CHRIST'S difciples forfook him: in Timothy, of

fome, who, as concerning the faith, had made (liip-

wreck: and of Simon Magus, who once beheved,

and was afterwards found in the bond of iniquity.

Anfw. The obje^flion has an anfwer fufficient made

ready to its hand, in i John, ii. 19, *' They went
*' out from us, becaufe they were not of us : for if

" they had been of us, they would no doubt have
*' continued with us." Seeming faith may really be

loft, as theirs was; and real faith may feemingly be

loft, as was the apoftle's, Luke, xxiv. 21. Seeming

faith is loft really, becavife it was but feeming; real

faith cannot be loft, becaufe it is real. Yet we ftiall

lind, that that which is but feeming, -is frequently

called by the name of that it feems to be ; as in

Matt. xiii. 12. it is faid, ** that which he hath :'* in

Luke, viii. 18. (fpeaking of the fame thing) it is

rendered, ** that he feemeth to have :" fo thofe who

forfook CHRIST, they were difciples but in ftiew;

they never believed in truth; as appears by John, vi.

64. " JESUS knew from the beginning who they

" were that believed not:'* and this (namely, be-

caufe it was but a feeming faiih they had) he gives as

the reafon of their now forikking him. And fcr

Simon Magus, the anfwer is as clear concerning him :

where let us confider,

I. That a man may be Hiid to believe, and yet

not be a believer; as a righteous man to fin, and yet

not be a finner, i John, v. 18. To be a behever, b

to be thorough paced in faith, to believe all that is

G g g a to
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to be believed, and to have the heart united to it:

thus Simon believed not; and if he had, could not

have thought the HOLY GHOST vendible for

money.

2. His faith feems to be only fuch a belief con-

cerning Philip, as the Samaritans lately had concern-

ing Simon, namely, that he was " the great power

" of GOD.'' For finding himfelf overmatched by

Philip, who caft out the fpirits, which he, perhaps,

hadpoiTeffed them with, he could not now but give

' the precedency to Philip, as having a greater power

than himfelf; and, therefore, he ''• continued with

** Philip, wondering at what he did."

3. Simon's believing feems to be no more than an

outward profeffional faith, taken up for by-refpecfts,

to preferve his interefl and repute among the people

who now began to fall from him, and to follow

Philip ; whofe difciple he himfelf will profefs to be,

rather than to be quite cafliiered. Befides, this profef-

fion of his might (in hi^ conceit) be a ftep towards

*' purchafing the gift of the HOLY GHOST,''

which, if he could obtain, he had been again in as

good a condition, both for reputation and profit,

as before.

If any fhall fay. We read not of this diftinc-

tion of faith, into true and falfe : I anfwer. The
Scripture frequently fpeaks of perfons and things,

according to vulgar elleem, or what they profefTed

themfelves to be ; Ahaz is faid to " facrifice to the

*' gods of Damafcus that fmote him, (2 Chron.

xxviii. 23. ) and yet neither were they gods, nor did

they fmite him : but it is fpoke according to his own

fuperflitious opinion of them So thofe four hun-

dred
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dred men, who prophefied before Ahab, they are

called prophets, (i Kings, xxii. 6.) not that they

were fo indeed, but becaufe they fo profefled them*

felves, or, becaufe fo reputed by Ahab and the peo-

ple. A prophet is one that is infpired by the;

HOLY GHOSTj which thofe men were not, but

by a lying fpirit, (ver. 22.) Now, Simon Magus
was no more a true believer, than thofe true pro-

phets ; nbr his faith any more of the right kind,

than their predidions true prophecies. We alfo find,

that the Scripture makes the coming to pafs of the

thing fore-told, to be the evidence of a true prophet:

according to which rule, perfeverance to falvatioa

muft demonilrate the truth of faith j and wherefoever

this follows not, there faith was but pretended

;

" They profefs to know GOD, but in works deny

^^ him,'* (Tit. i. 16.) as of the Samaritans, before

mentioned, it is faid, " They feared the LORD ;"

and prefently after, that " they feared not th^

" LORD," (2 Kings, xvii. 32. 34.) they feared

him in (hew, but not in truth.

4. " The foundation of GOD ftandeth fure;

" having this feal, the LORD knoweth them that

" are his, (2 Tim. ii. 19.) He brings it in to com-

fort believers, touching^thefurenefs of their (landing;

when others, of as glorious outfides, make (hipwreck

of the faith : it (lands fure, becaufe " the LORD
" knoweth them that are his;" he knows whom
he hath chofen; for whom he hath received the

atonement; whom he hath called, and caufed to

" take hold of his covenant :" and thefe (hall furely

be kept, notwithdanding the woful backflidings of

others.

o/y.
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Obj. If one that believes not now, may have faiih

hereafter ; then one that is now a believer, may lofe

his faith, and turn apofl:a:e.

Jnfw. It follows nor, that becaufe CHRIST
can bind Satan, and caft him out ; therefore Satan

can do fo by CHRIST. He can come into the de-

vil's nurfery when he will; take a crab-ftock, and

tranfplant it, and graft it wiih a noble cyon : but

Satan cannot come into GOD*s vineyard (which is a

garden inclofed), and take thence what be pieafeth.

One, who is now dead in fm, may be quickened ; but,

being once alive, can die no more: it is CHRIST*s

own alTertion, " He that liveth, and believeth in

*' m€, {hall never die," John, xi. 26. which can-

not be meant of any odier but a fpiritual death,

which is all one with lofmg his faith.

Obj. A RIGHTEOUS man may turn away from his

Tighteoufnefs ; and that fo, that he Ihall die for it,

Ezek. xviii. 24.

Jfifzv. There is a two-fold righteoufnefs; i. Mo-

ral ; fuch as Paul had before his converfion ; this a

man may continue in to the lail, and yet not be

faved. 2. There is agofpel-rightcoufnefs^ (i.) Im-

puted; this is the righteoufnefs of CHRIST, by

which we are juftified. (2.) Infufed ; this is the

divine nature communicated by the SPIRIT of

CHRIST, whereby we are fanctiiied. Thefe two

go infeparably, and can never be loft. But the righ-

teoufnefs fpoken of in the place objeded, feems to

be of the former fort ; namely, moral or outward

righteoufnefs ; for outward conformity to the law,

was the condition of their poifefTrng the land of Ca-

naan, with long life and profncrit3' in it. This (if

retained)
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retained) gave them a legal right to thofe promifes;

if they turned from it, they ran into a forfeiture

:

and lofe it they might, for they had no promife that

they fliould abide in it. But the new covenant un-

dertakes for that, as is evident, by comparing Jer.

xxxi. 31. 33. with chap, xxxii.43. ^^^ ^^ ^^Y '^^'^^^

yet fuppofe the righteous man fpoken of in the

xviiith of Ezeki'el, to be meant of a true believer;

there is, I hope, in the anfvvers foregoing, fufficienc

to folve it.

But fuppofe a beliver be taken away in his fin

(as perhaps Jofiah was), and hath not time to re-

pent of it ? I, It cannot be proved that this was the

cafe with ofiah : he had time fuificient between his

wounding and his death ; as is evident by the (lory,

2 Chron. xxxv. 23, 24. But, 2. There was that in

him that w^ould have repented, and GOD reckons

of a man according to what he would do. It being

in David's heart to build him an houfe, it was ac-

cepted as if he had done it. The root of the mat-

ter is in every regenerate perfon, which, if it had

time, would put forth itfelf in fruits : and therefore

they (hall not be dealt with as barren trees, which

have not that fubftance in them.

Oi^j. The promife of perfeverance is not made to

faith, that that fluall not fail ; but in reference to

the favour of GOD, namely, that if men go on to

believe, they (liall abide in his love.

Jnfw.Tiii^s to give the fenfe of the promife, is

to enervate it, and make it fpeak but according to

the covenant of works : .it bereaves it wholly of that

betternefs the Scripture aljcribes to it, in Heb. viii.

6_io. It alfo renders the promife as fpeaking fal-

lacioufly
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Jacioufly ; making fhew of that it intends not : it

would be as if he had faid, You fhall keep the fa-

vour of GOD, if you do not lofe it. Befides,

faith is the fouFs coming to GOD ; unbelief, its de-

parting from him : the promife, therefore, that fe-

cures againft departing from GOD, fecures your

continuance in believing : he that undertakes you

ihali be crowned, doth virtually undertake for your

holding out to the end of your race.

Obj, Others, again, in interpreting the pro-

mifes recorded in the xxxvitb of Ezek. and xxxiid

of Jer. touching men's not departing from GOD,
reftrain them to the Jewilh nation, and to the laft

days.

Anfiv. To this I fhall only fay, that although

fome particular times and perfons are more imme-

diately concerned in the promifes of the Old Tefla-

ment (efpecially fuch as refer to temporal things);

yet is there not one promife, but, in the fpirituality

of it, belongs to every one that belongs to CHRIST;
that is, Jews in fpirit. No Scripture is of private

interpretation ; and therefore not to be confined to

thofe particular times or perfons, when and to whom

they were delivered : they were written for the ufe of

all, (iCor. X. II.) and we find them accordingly

applied in the New Teftament. The promife made

to Jofhua, touching the fuccefs of his warfare in Ca-

naan, is, by the apoftle, applied to belivers in general,

as an argument againft over-much carefulnefs in a

married eftate, and for contentednefs with our pre-

fent condition, (Jo(h. i. 5. with Heb. xiii. 5.) So,

likewife, the prophecy of Ifaiah, touching the hy-

pocrites of his time, is by CHRIST applied to the

Phari^
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Pharlfees, (Ifa. xlx. with Matt. xxv. 7, 8.) and the

promifes made to the Jews, in Ha. liv. 13. are ap-

plied to the Gentiles, in John, vi. 45.

Obj. The doftiine of abfolute perfeverance lays

the reins of fecurity on the neck of the flelh, and
of the old man, in believers.

Anfzv. For anfwer, i. This objedlion is (in effeCl)

the fame with the firft, only it fpeaks broader;

which (liews, that the farther men go in oppofing

the truth, the worfe language they give it. Thai:

many, who difbelieve the dodlrine of Perfeverance,

have given the flefh its full range and liberty, needs

no proof: bur, that any believer hath made that irn*

pious ufe of it, will never be made out. 2. The ob-

jedlion deferves no quarter, bccaufe it highly re-

proaches the goodnefs and faithfulnefs of GOD,
as if for a filh, he had given his people a fcorpion ;

for fo it would be, if his giving them abfoJure

promifes would prove an indulgence to the flefh.

3. It alfo contradicts the known and conftant way

of holy men's arguing and inferring from abfolute

promifes, and the highefl: afTurance : fee a few in-

llances of this :
'' When CHRIST our life (hall ap-

'' pear, then (hall ye alfo appear with him in glory :*'

the refult of it is, " Mortify, therefore, your mem-
<' bers which are upon the earth," (Col. iii. 4, 5.)

Again, *' We know that when he Ihall appear, we
*' (hall be like him ;" and what is the fruit of this

knowledge ? " Every man that hath this hope in him,

" purifieth himfelf, even as he is pure," (ijohn,

iii. 2, 3.) The like ye have in the Corinthians':

<« For we know, that if our earthly houfe of this ta-

'* bernacle were difTolved, we have a building of

H h h ^* GOD,
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" GOD, an houfe not made with hands, eternal in

" the heavens." Now fee the effed of this affur-

ance ;
*' Wherefore we labour, that whether prefent

" or abfent, we may be accepted of him," (2 Gor.

iv. 5. 9.) In the next chapter, he repeats the fum of

•the new covenant ; " I will be a Father unto you,

'* and ye fliall be my fons and daughters, faith the

«* LORD Almighty," (iCor. vi. 18.) Obferve now

the ufe he makes of it (and all believers have the

fame mind) j
" Having, therefore, thefe promifes

*' (abfolute promifes), let us cleanfe ourfelves from

*' all fikhinefs of fleih and fpirit, perfeding holi-

*' nefs in the fear of GOD," (chap. vii. i.) Job

knew that his Redeemer lived, and that he fhould

live with him ; and yet, as to holinefs and integrity,

** not a man like Job in all the earth." And that

holy man Afaph was fully aiTured of perfevering in-

fallibly ;
" Thou Hialt guide me by thy counfel, and

*' afterwards receive me to glory," (Pfal. Ixxiii. 24.)

this did not loofen the reins, but made him cleave

clofer to GOD, renouncing all but him and his

fervice ; " Whom have I in heaven but thee r" And,
*' It is good for me to draw nigh to GOD,"
(ver. 25. 28.) The like frame of fpirit we find in

David ;
" Surely, goodnefs and mercy Iliall follow

*' me all the days of my life :" his refult alfo is,

" I will dwell in the houfe of GOD for ever,"

(Pfal. xxiii. 6.) And, that thefe were not tempo-

rary fits and flaihes, but from a fettled principle,

is further apparent by his manner of reafoning;

*' In time of trouble, he fliall hide me in his pavi-

" lion (no fafer place on earth nor in heaven), and

*' now fhall my head be lifted up above mine ene-
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" mles round about me,'* (Pfal. xxvii. 5.) But
what follows upon this mounted aflurance ? '' Soux,
'' take thy eafe, eat, drink, and be merry?" O!
no : but, 'therefore will I offer facrifices of joy ;

" I will fing, yea, I will fing praifes unto the

" LORD!" (Pfal. xxvii. 6.) he was now upon his

high places, out of the reach of danger; but did

not grow remifs upon it, reftrain prayer, and give

over calling upon GOD ; but falls the more fer-

vently upon that which (hall be the up (hot of all in

Jieaven : he would rather have been remifs without

this aflurance, as himfelf prefently acknowledgeth :

*' I had fainted, unlefs I had believed to fee the

*' goodnefs of the LORD in the land of the liv-

" ing," (ver. 15.) So Paul's aiTu ranee of obtaining

what he run for, was a mighty ftrengthening to him

in his race ; who fo crucified to the world as Paul ?

fo abundant in all kind of fervice, or more ready

to die for CHRIST, than he ? who yet had the full-

eft alTurance of holding out, and of receiving the

crown of righteoufnefs at laft; and that nothing

{hould feparate him from it. By thefe ye may ga-

ther, that believers |are of a nobler extradt, than to

love GOD the lefs, becaufe he loves them fo much

;

and that it is no trivial flander, to infmuate that be-

lievers (efpecially fuch as have afui ranee), are moft

expofed and given to backfliding : which is, fure,

an unnatural confequent of their being " fealed to

" the day of redemption." Such objed:ions do alfo

argue the authors of them, not well acquainted with

the goodly ways of GOD, nor with that fpiritual

obliging Ivveetnefs that is found in them : which any

one, who hath tafted thereof in truth, would not

H h h 2 turu
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turn from, although his future happinefs were not

concerned in it. Nor do they confider the frame

and nature of the new creature, which hath fpiritual

fenfes, fitted to difcern what makes' for its own pre-

fervation, and what againft it. Had 3^ou fifteen

years added to your Hfe, and a certainty of it

;

would you therefore' forfake your food, and difufe

the ordinary means of preferving life ? The Jews

had an abfolute promife, that GOD would fave Je-

rufalem from the king of AlTyria, who then befieged

it : did they fet open their gates, and draw off their

guards upon it ? Senfe^and reafon would teach them

othervvife, which grace does not defhroy, but per-

fed. It is a fpark of that heavenly fire, which can-

not live out of its element, nor can all the waters un-

der heaven quench it. It is a participation of the

divine nature, and fo loves and hates, as the Father

of it doth ; and it will cleave to him in every flate :

" If he fave me alive, I will ferve him; if he kill

** me, I will yet truft in him ;'' in life, and in death,

I will be the Lord's. This is the natural difpofition

of the new creature, it favours only the things which

are of GOD : and the higher tafted they are by af-

furance, the more is he aloft, and above the lure of

carnal divertifements, not to be governed or led by

them. Therefore, let GOD be true, and his pro.-

phets and apoftles be reckoned for faithful witnefTes,

and every one that fpeaks otherwife a liar.

The next thing in courfe is, to confider what im-

provement may be made of this doflrine; which one

would furely conclude of very great ufefulnefs,

fmce the.Scriptures are fo greatly concerned about it.

In general, it affords matter of eminent fupport to

believers i efjpecially in difficult cafes : it alfo evinceth

matter
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matter of duty on the believer's part; and from the

examples fore-quoted, fomething of diredion in

reference to both; which I fliall here put inter-

mixedly.

Infer. I. Stand ftill, and behold the falvation of

the LORD ! and at the fight of this great thing

fay in your hearts, with an holy aftonifl-iment, ** What
*' hath GOD wrought!" Let your fouls be filled

and enlarged with everlafting admirings of that

grace (that fovereign grace) w^hich has fo impregnably

fecured the falvation of his chofen, that no manner

of thing, whether within them or without them,

fnall be able to defeat it, or hinder them of it; ** no,

** not the gates of hell :'* nay, not fo much as one of

the ftakes thereof fiiall be removed, and that for

ever. Shaken you may be, and tolled with a tem-

ped ; but not over-turned, becaufe ye have an eter-

nal root. Eleding love is of that fovereignty, that

it rules and over-rules all, both in heaven and in

earth : CHRIST JESUS, our Saviour and Lord,

the HOLY GHOST, our San6lifier, Counfellor, and

Comforter; in all they have done, do, or will do,

do ftill purfue that fcope. All ordinances, provi-

dences, temptations, afHidions, and whatever can

be named (whether good or bad in itfelf), life, death,

things prefent, and things to come, are all made

fubfervient to the decree of Election ; and do all

work together to bring about its mod glorious de-

fignment. If the courfe and condud of common

providences were lively delineated, it would yield an

iiluftrious profpe6l: how much more the condud,

order, and end, of thofe fpecial providences, which

are proper to, and converfant about eledion ! when

all the pieces thereof fliall be brought together and

fee
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fet In order, bow beautiful will it be ! angels and

men fliall fhout for the glory of it! then it will be

evident, GOD hath done nothing in vain, or imper-

tinent to your bleflednefs: that whatever hath be-

fallen you here (however contrary to your prefent

fenfe and opinion of it), was difpenfed in very faith-

fulnefs to you: that if any of thofe manifold, and

feemingly crofs occurrences, j^ou have been exer-

cifed with, had been omitted, it would have been a

blank in your ftory, a blot in your efcutcheon of

honour. When you fhall fee what contrivances

have been agalnfl you ; what art, fubtilty, malice,

and power, they were agitated with ; how unable

you were, of yourfelves, to forefee, prevent, avoid,

or repel them ; and how all the attributes of GOD
and his providences, each one in its time and place

(which was always moft feafonable), came in to your

lefcue, retorting on your adverfaries, and fafeguard-

ing you ; yea, how that which was death in itfelf>

was made to work life in you, how amiable and ad-

mirable will the ftory of it be ! that when your faith

was weak, the LORD did not withdraw from you ;

that when it was at its height and ftrength, he then

did for you above all you could believe or think?

and through an unfpeakable prefs of difficulties and

contradictions, he carried on his work in you ; even

bearing you on eagles wings, until he had brought

you to liimfelf: how will you magnify his work, and

admire it then! Begin it now.

infer. II. Let us ftudy m.ore the knowledge and

contents of this g-reat truth of believers invincible

Pcrfeverancej the rife, progrefs, and tendency of

it, andvvhat advantages it yields to us : which are,

indeed, many and very confiderable.

I. As
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I. As it is a part of the dodrine of ele(^ion,

which teacheth, that nothing in us, but grace and

love in GOD, was the only original caufe of our

falvation : the knowledge whereof will work in the

foul an holy ingenuity and love towards GOD,
whom nothing offends but (in. Simon anfwered

right, when he faid, *' He that had moft forgiven
*' him, would love moft," (Luke, vii. 45.) whence

it follows, that he who believes the free remiflion of

all his fms, from firft to laft, muft needs love GOD
more than he who believes only the pardon of thofe

that are paft; and that fo, as that they may all be

charged upon him again : or if not, that yet he may
poffibly perxfti for thofe to come, perhaps in the laft

moment of his life : for he is not fure (nay, it is

very doubtful, if dependent on his own natural will)

that faith and repentance Ihall be his laft adt. Now
this grace of love being the ftrongeft and moft ope-

rative principle, he that is led by it muft ad accord-

ingly ; that is, vigoroufty, and without wearjnefs, as

Paul did. And Jofeph having received large tokens

of GOD's love to him, and expeding more, yet

argues againft, and (with an holy difdain and flight)

puts by the temptation: " How can I do this, and
*' fm againft GOD,'" who hath dealt, and will deal

fo bountifully with me ! Divine love is of infinite

cfHcacy.

2. As it teacheth the foul to depend upon GOD
for its keeping, as having his almighty power abfo-

lutely engaged for it. Whereas, if the efKcacy and

fevent of all that GOD doth for me, fliould depend

upon fomething to be done by myfelf, who am a

frail creature, and prone to revolt, I fliould ftill be

in fear, becaufe ftill in danger of falling, and lofing

all
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all at lad : and this fear being an enfeebling paflion;,

m lift needs render my refiftance, and all my endea-

. vours, both irregular and weak ; whereas a magna-

nimous and fearlefs fpirit, who fees himfelf clothed

v^'hh a divine power, fhail have his wits (as we fay)

more about him^ to difcern dangers and advantages,

and, confequently, how to efchevv the one, and im-

prove the other.

3. As it gives aflurance, " our labour fliall not

" be in vain." This made thefe believing Hebrews

to " endure that great fight of afflictions, and to

*' take joyfully the fpoiling of their goods ; becaufe

" they knew they had in heaven a better and more
*' enduring fubftance." All manner of accomplifh-

ments put into one, and made your own, would not

fo invincibly fteel your foreheads, and flrengthen

your hearts, as to be fure of fuccefs, and to come

off conquerors at laft : the apoflle, therefore, brings

it in as the higheft encouragement in our Chriitian

warfare, (Rom. vi. 14. chap. viii. 37.) And our

bleifed LORD himfelf (who, of all others, had

the hardeft tafk to perform), it made " his face as

" a flint, becaufe he knew he Hiould not be con-

" founded," (Ifa. 1. 7.)

Infer. III. Make it one, and that a main part of

your bufinefs, to foil and difprove the objections

that are brought againft this dodtrine ; and your

neareft way to it is, by " growing in grace," (2 Per.

iii. 18. with chap. i. 5— 10.) i. Lay afide, and call

away every weight ; efpecially the fm that doth mofl

eafily befet you ; yourbofom fm, whatever it be 5 caft

them to the moles and to the bats ; they are not fit

mates for day-light creatures, ( i ThefT. v. 5, 6.)

Ir is a noble prize you run for j therefore clog not

V ^ your-
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Vourfelf with any thing that may hinder or retard

your pace. 2. Keep yourfelves in the love of GOD;
maintain a fpiritual fenfe of his love to you, and a
lively anfwer of holy affedions towards him. What-
ever may tend to obfcure or lelTen your Icnle of it,

have noihing to do with it , keepyotirfelf from idols i

let nothing have an intereft in your love but GOD;
and all things elfe, but in fubordination, and with

refped: to him only. 3. Watch againfl the begin-^

nings and very firft motions of fin ; nip it in the

bud; abfiiain from all appearance of evil; and walk

not on the brink of your liberty* It is eafier to

keep out an invader, than to expel him being en-

tered ; to keep down-a rebel, and prevent his rifing,

than to conquer him when he is up. Great and

black clouds have fmall beginnings; the bignefs of

your hand, at firft, may rife and fpread fo as to cover

the whole heavens; therefore, keep off fin at flafF's

end. 4. Be diligent and induftrious in it. Think

not, becaufe it is GOD who performeth all things

for you, that therefore you may fit ftill, or be re-

mi fs in your duty : your arms and armour were not

provided to ruft in your tent. There may be, in*

deed, fuch a jundure in providence, that it may be

your duty, and, confequently, your ftrength, to fit

flill (as was theirs at the Red Sea), (Exod. xiv. 13. j

this is, when all farther motion is iliut up to you ;

and then the LORD will do his work without you :

but ufually there is fomething to be done on our parr.

Though the LORD would go forth before David,

and fmite the Philiftines, yet David mufl beflir

himlelf, (2Sam. V. 24.) This thing is conftanil/

to be affirmed, that " they who have believed in

I i i
*' GOD
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*' GOD be careful to maintain good works," (Tit.

ill. 8.) and do It the rather, '* to cut off occafion

*' from them which defire occafion; that wherein

" they glory, they may be found even as we,"

(2 Cor. xi. 22.) 5. Cleave to JESUS CHRIST, and

to him only ; and truft not to your holding of him,

but to his holding of you. This did David, when

he fays, " Thou holdeft me by my right hand,'*

(Pfal. Ixxiii. 23.) Follow him, as men follow the

court, whofe dependence is upon it. While follow-

ing him, you cannot do amifs ; nor want any good

thing, whether for counfel, flrength, or otherwife.

6. Forget what is behind, and prefs on towards per-

fedlion ; jtliat, if poflible, you may attain to the re-

fijrreclion of the dead, that is, to be perfedly holy.

Though perfedlnefs, in the perfedion of it, is not

attainable here ; yet the higher you aim, the higher

fhall your attainment be, and the farther off from

lofing what you have got. Keep the mark flill in

your eye, and fliun whatever might intercept your

fight of it. Thefe are fome of the ways to make

your calling and eledion fure : and if ye do thefe

things, ye iliall prove this dodrlne to be true; and

either prevent or retort thofe carnal and groundlefs

calumnies that are brought againft it.

Lifer. IV. Since there are fuch arguments for be-

lievers Perfeverance, let us all fo demean ourfelves,

that we may have them all fland on our fide, for

proof and evidence that we are of that happy rem-

nant, whom the great GOD hath fet apart for him-

felf, and whom he hath made and wrought for this

felf-fame thing : and as it was his purpofe, fo let it

be our fpirit and pradice, to glorify the riches of his

grace.
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grace, i. If born of GOD, let us (liew forth the

vlrmes of our Father, and bear ourfelves as his

children, both towards him, and towards the world.

Let us live upon him, and live to him ; rejoicing al-

ways before him; firft, for his own bleffedncfs, and

then for ours, as derived from his, and by him re-

ferved in heaven for us; and, all, as defigning to

honour him as our Father. 2. If we have faith, let

it appear by our works. Jt mull be fome fingular

thing that mufl diftinguifh us from other men : it is

not profeflion, nor words, nor adions neither (as to

the matter of them, and fo far as vifible to men),

that will approve us believers ; but the principle

whence they grow, and the end they drive at : the

refult of Abraham's faith was, '' to give gjory to

«' GOD,'' and fo will ours, if Abraham's feed.

3. Let us carry ourfelves, under all difpenfations, not

only quietly, but thankfully; and fo as to anfwer

GOD send; walk humbly; hate the thing that is

evil; have the world under your feet; efteem preci-

oufly of CHRIST; honour his ordinances ; let every

grace have its perfed work ; and rejoice in hopes of

that glory, which all thefe things are preparatory to.

4. If one with CHRIST, and he our Mediator,

then let us walk as he walked ; who held his own

will always fabjed to his Father's; reckoning it '* his

" meat to do his will, and to finilh his work:" let

us alfo wait his advice and counfel in every bufinefs,

and follow it; commit our caufe to him, and intereft

him in all our concernments. 5. Apply yourfelves

to every attribute of GOD, according to the prefcnt

occafion; and dwell upon them, and leave them not

until you have the grace and help intended by them,

I i i 2 They
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They are all made over to the heirs of falvation, xo

live' upon : let it not be faid, that in the midft of

our abundance we are in ftreights! 6. If made for

the glory of GOD^ make good your end: he is glo-

rious in iiolinefs, and by holinefs only can you glo-

rify him. Bear, therefore, on the forehead of your

defigns and converfation, that royal infcription, Ho-
liness TO THE LORD: by this, you will fet to

your feal, that " GOD is true," and approve your-

felves to be " children that will not lie.'* It will alfo

be of fingularufe and fervice to yourfelves, as to that

other end of your being: that you have " glorified

*' GOD on the earth,'' will be a fubftantial argument

that " he will glorify you" in the world to come,

(John, j:vii. 4,) For, though your perfonal righ-

teoufnefs be not your tide to the heavenly inheritance,

yet your conftant progreffion in holinefs will be your

beft evidence ( next to the immediate witnefTings of the

SPIRIT), that you have a title, and that your title

is good. Since, therfore, we were made for, and ex-

ped fuch things, " what manner of perfons ought
** we to be, in all holy converfation and godlinefs.^'*

(2 Pet. iii. J I.)
J. If under the covenant of grace,

let us reckon ourfelves ftrengthened with all might,

and hold to it, as having all our falvation in it; both

keeping, fupport, recovery, and fettlement, grace and

glory : not minding fo much how any thing looks or

feels at prefent, as the end it tends to; for if the end

be good, the means (as fuch) cannot be otherwife^

7\nd, truly, we cannot have a better evidence of our

intereft in this covenant, than a total devolving and

cafting ourfelves upon it, (Ifa. Ivi. 4. 6.)

A^"D well it is for us (who find in ouffelves fo

great a pronenefs to backflide), that our eternal

condi^
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condition doth not depend on ourfelvcs ; but upon

that foundation of GOD, mentioned in Timothy,

where the apollle, fpeaking of fome who had made

fhipwreck of the faith (left true behevcrs fliould

faint in their minds, at the fight and apprchenfion

of it), he tells them, that neverthelefs (that is, not-

withftanding this woful backfliding of fome, per-

haps of eminent profeHion, yet) " the foundation

" of GOD ftandeth fure;'^ a. d. That they who

are on this foundation are fure to be kept : and he

confirms it with this feal,
''• The LORD knoweth

" them that are his :'* he knows whom he hath

chofen, and concerning whom he hath covenanted,

that *' they fhall not depart from him;" and there-

fore he will not let them go (they fliall be kept as

thofe feven thoufand were, from bowing the knee

to Baai); adding this caution withal, " Tliat

" every one which nameth the name of the LORD
« (hould depart from iniquity," (2 Tim. ii. 19.)

which, as it is a means of GOD's appointing, to

keep from apoftafy ; fo it (hall be to them an evi-

dence, that they are of that foundation, and flTall

be kept. For, it being his fcope to comfort believ-

ers againft their mifgivin'gs, which arife from a

fenfe of their own weaknels, and a like aptnefs in

themfelves to revolt, he needs muft ufe an argument

fuitable to fuch an end: and, therefore, inlaying

'' the foundation, of GOD ftandeth fure," he muft

intend, believers ftanding lure upon it :
for, the

ftanding fure of the foundation, would be fmall

comfort to us, if yet we might be blown oft^ it, or

fink befides it. Does GOD take care for fparrows ?

for oxen } for ravens ? much more for believing

fouls.
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Ibuls, who have cammitted themfelves to his keep*

ing. Let the fowler do all he can, not a fparrow

fhall fall to the ground : you will fay, Without the

will of GOD they cannot : and the will of God
is, that they (liall not :

" A thoufand may fall

"- at his fide, and ten thoufand at his right hand^

*-^ but it Ihall not come nigh him," (Pfal. xci. 7.) He
that determined fuch a fparrow (hall not fall, deter-

mined alfo to prevent that which would caufe him to

fall : and,, therefore, either the fowler fliall not find

the bird, or the bird fliall difcern his approach, or

foieil the powder, and be gone ^ or if he ilioot, he

fhall mifs his mark ; or if he hit, it fliall hght oa

the feathers, that will grow again, or on fome ilefliy

part, that may be licked whole ; or, perhaps, it ihall

open an ulcer, that could not otherwife be cured : a

believer's heel may be bruifed, but his vital parts

are out of reach, and therefore fafe.

Infer, V Let this dodrine, of beHevers invinci-

ble Perfeverance in faith and holinefs, ftrengthen

our hearts againfl: all forts of doubts and fears,

which may arifefrom the prefence of in-dwelling fm,

with its frequent and flurdy infurredions ; fmce

" he that hath begun, will alfo perfed his work
*' with power," (Phil. i. 6.) Judge righteous judg-

ment : ofourfelves, indeed, we cannot think worfe

than we deferve, but of our (late we may : there-

fore, for help in this cafe, confider,

I. That though the new nature fhall certainly

expunge the old, at laft, the work is not perfected

here. But take this for your prefent relief, that the

bcft principle is (till predominant, and getting

ground, and the old party (hall never recover its

wafting condition : for the kingdom of GOD once

in
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in the heart, will furcly work and fpread Itfelf, till

the whole lump is favoured by it, (Matt. xili. 31,

2,^.) *'Tohim that hath fliall be given," (chap.

XXV. 29.) " He that hath life, fliall have it mor-e

" abundantly," (John, x. 10.) As it was GOD
who girded you with (Irength, fo he will make your

way perfed, (Pfal. xvlii. 32.) Though faith and

holinefs be, at prefent, but as two little flocks of kids

;

and lin, like the Syrians army, fills the countr}'

;

be notdifmayed; the king of Ifrael will cl-ear the

country of them; his " Spirit fliall lift up a fcandaid

" againfl them,*' (Ifa. lix. 19.) " And though
*' they come in like a flood, by him flaall their

" proud waves be ftayed," (Job, xxxviii, 1 1.) The

LORD fays to you, in this cafe, as he did to Jere-

miah ;
" I have made thee a defenced city, an iron

*' pillar, and brazen walls, againfh the whole land :

*' they (hall fight againlt thee, but they fliall not

*' prevail againft thee," (Jcr. i. 18, 19.) or, as once

to his people, concerning the giant Og; " Fearhim
*' not, for I will deliver him, and all his people into

*' thy hand," (Deut. iii. 2.)

2. This licknefs is not unto death. The confiicl:

is not to weaken or deftroy, but for trial and im-

provement of your faith and other graces ; the veiy

trial whereof is precious, (i Pet. i. 7.) and fliall be

found fo at lail, both to the glory of him that tri-cs

you, and yours who are tried. Abraham, David,

Job, and others, are pregnant examples of this ;

they came forth like gold, more pure, folid, and

flexible. David, indeed, though he held fail his

confidence a great while, yet fl:ill being purfued and

overprefl, every day involved in danger anew, and

having once admitted carnal reafon into his council,

he
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he.began to flag in his faith ;
" I fhall one day p^-

*' ri(h—and all men are liars/' (i Sam. xxvii. lo

Pfal. cxvi. II.) but it was. in his hade, not confi-

dering the furenefs of an abfolute promife ; and,

therefore, when he had better weighed it, he con-

felies his fault, and recovers from it ; and his faith

was improved by his trial: for, being come again

to himfelf, he comfortably concludes, that '' goodnefs

" and mercy Qiall follow him all the days of his

*' life;*' and, notwi.hitanding his preient exile,

" he ihall dwell in the houfe of the LORD for

" ever," (Pfal. xxiii.6.)

3. Be it always remembered, that GOD reckons

of a man according to what his mind is; and you

ought fo alfo to reckon of yourfelf. This was PauFs

courfe, in Rom. vii. where he thus reafoneth

;

" Now if I do that I would nor, it is no more I

" that do it, but fm that dwelleth in me," (Rom.

vii,. 20.) before converfion, it was Saul, but now it is

fm. Believers may be led captive (at times), even

after they have fworn fealty to their true LORD

:

but dill they are his in their mind, and that is their

mark. It is the fame with that in John ;
" Who-

*' foever is born of GOD doth not commit fin; and

'• he cannot fin, becaufe he is born of GOD,"
(i John, iii. 9.) that is, he does not, nor he" cannot

fin, as the devil's children do; for their wills are

in it (which alfo is their mark), according to John,

viii. 44.) " The lufts of your father ye will do:''

but a regenerate perfon, " the evil he doth, he al-

*' lows not.'* And this is a (laying confideration,

that if" with our mind we ferve the law of GOD,"

it ihall not ruin us, that '* with our fiefli we ferve

*' the law of fin," (Rom. vii. 25.) but how Ihall

I know
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I know it ? If you be forced, you will cry out ; and
if you cry, it is a rape, and (hall not be charged to
your account; ye have the law for it, in Deut?xxii.
25, 26, 27. So, he that kills a rnan agalnfl his will,

IS not reckoned a murderer, nor worthy of death j

albeit the ad itfelf be the fime that another man,
whofe will was in it, (hall die for, (Exod. xxi. 13.

with Deut. xix. 4. 6.)

4. Believers are " trees of righteoufnefs, and
*' of the LORD'S own planting; and therefore
*' they (hall not fear when heat cometh," (Jer.

xvii. 8.) They have their autumns indeed (too

often), and blighting winds (perhaps in the fpring-

time to); and alfo luxuriant branches and luck.ers,

proceeding from the old ftock ; which rob the good

ones of their fap, and make their fruit lefs, both in

bulk and beauty : but flill their fubdance is in

thrm, and therefore they revive and flouridi again.

And while thofe fuckers are nipped and pruned off,

the true branches are preferved and cherlflied, (John,

XV. 2.) " They (hall bring forth fruit in their

*' old age,'* (Pfal. xcii. 14.) They that are now

(that is, once; they that are once) the children of

GOD, fliall never be otherwile; fave only in a

greater likenefs to their Father, (i John, iii. 2.9.

chap. ii. 27. 2 John, ver. 2.) And though their liv-

ing on him, and their likenefs to him, be very

weakly fometimes (as the natural life of infants is),

yet, being born, they mud be kept ; and the will

and care of their Father is, to nurfc them up to a.

perfed man, (Eph. iv. 13.)

You will fay, perl;iaps, that never had any fuch

caufe of complaint as you ! and polTibly it may be

fo; to be fure you know not that they had : and'

K k k thofc
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thofe you compare yourfelf with, may have fald as

much of themfelves; and they had the hke caufe^

for our hearts are fafliioned alike; only each one

befl knows the plague of his own : Agur, a man of

great wifddm and holinefs, fays*of him'feif, that he

was *' more brutifh than any raan/'(Prov. xxx. 2.)

But fuppofe it be true, that others corruptions have

not broke out as yours have done; yet may not this

put your faith to a ftand ; much lefs make you weary,.

recoil, or to faint in you minds : for the fame grace

that prevented them, can pardon you ; and will, if

you cafl yourfelves upon it. Ye may, indeed, be al-

lowed to complain of your (ins j for nothing elfe have

ye to complain of: therefore complain and cry out

as loud as you will, " O wretched man that I ariil

" who fhall deliver me from this body of death?'*

but withal, betake you to the fame refuge that he

did, and abide by it; *' I thank GOD, through

'' JESUS CHRIST our LORD !" (Rom. vii. 24,

25.) Here you may triumph over all, both com-

plaints, and the caufes of them.

It mud always be granted, that ta deal with fin,,

combined, intrenched, and fortified as it is, is a great

undertaking, and ^'-et mud be undertook, and gone

through with too; there is no retreat to be founded,

nor armour provided for your back y every child of

Adam muft either kill or be killed in this combat ^

there is no compounding the difference, nor difchargc

in this warfare, until the day be perfedly won : but

what a recruit is there levied, and always ftands ready,,

as a fure referve, that though the confli6t be (harp,

the fuccefs is fure! and, in order thereto (amongft

other rules and articles of war), bear in mind thefe

few following, (i.) Intangle not yourfelf; but fliun

and
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and avoid whatever may prove a clog, or unfit you
ibr duty. (2.) Exercife yourfelf in handling

your fpiritual arms, efpecially that of your faith.

(3.) Stand Oil your guard watchfulJy ; that ye be not

furprifed byfudden excurfions, or under pretence of

friendlhip. {4.) Arm yourfelf with the fame mind
that was in CHRIST; fet your face as a flint, and
conclude that ye ihall not be confounded. (5.) Sub-

mit to'the place your general hath let you in : it mull
have been fome body's lot, and why not yours? and
the hotter it is, the more honourable ; remembering

withal, that when the temptation was appointed,

then alfo was ordained a way to efcape; and this

3^ou are told of before-hand, that '' you might be
" able to bear it, (i Cor. x. 13.) (6.) Look that

ye fight with proper weapons ; which are only to be

had at the covenant of grace, and the crofs of

CHRIST ; and there they are never wanting : and

be fure ye go not down to the Philiftines, either to

forge or fharpen. (7.) Fight not as one that beats

the air; but as having, indeed, a fturdy adverfary

to deal with, whom yet you are fure to overcome.

(8.) Look ftill on your Captain, to oblerve what

he fays and does, and do likewife : to take up the

crofs, and endure hardfliip, are neceflary accoutre-

ments for afoldier of CHRIST. (9.) Wait on the

LORD to renew your ftrength ; who then beilirs

himfelf moft, when your ftrength is gone ; hejhen

lays liold upon fhield and buckler, and Hands up

for your help, (Pial xxxv. 2.) (10.) La/I/y, (and

to influence all) mind the LORD of his covenant;

even then, when yourfelf, perhaps, think on it with

trouble, as doubting your intcrefl in it. Pray him

to remember it for you ; and with the fame good will

K k k 2 where-
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wherewith he made it : befeech him to look on his

bow in the cloud, which himfelf hath fet there, as a

fure fign between him and you ; that though the ikies

be red and lowring, the clouds return after the rain,

and the billows go over j^our head, you (hall not be

deluged by them: by this it is that ye are hedged

about, and walled up to heaven. Therefore fland

not like men in iufpence, as unrefolved to fall on, or

doubtful how to come off; but on, on ; the day is

your own; the LORD of hofts purfues them, and
*' let all the fons of GOD fliout for joy."

Infer. VI. Since believers only are interefted in the

covenant, and that faith is a necelTary infhrument,

which the covenant will not work without, and with-

out which you cannot work with it, nor fee your in-

tereft in it ; look well to your faith : firfl:, that it be
of the right kind ; fuch as renounces felf, and lives

upon grace : and then, having found it fuch, be fure

ye keep it well, and improve it to the utmoft. Two
ufes, efpecially, are to be made of it : i. As your
fhield, to fupply the place of all other pieces of your
armour, when broken or loofe, as well as to fafe-

guard them when they are whole and tight about you.
If your helmet be out of the way, and fiery darts come
pouring down, hold up your faith between your head
and them: faith is the trueft quench-coal to the fire

of hell. If your fword be forgot, or laid aflde, or
wants an edge, &c. your fhield, if well applied, will

retort your enemy's weapons on his own head. 2. Faith
is your fpiritual optic, which fhews you things of
greateft moment, and not otherwife vilible : even
chariots, and horfcmen of fire, are not difcernable

without it. If [emprations from the world do endan-
ger you, turn your faith that way, and through it view

aad
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and confider how fliallow and fhort-lived the pleafurc?

of it are,. and how momentary your fuffcrings. Then
look at the world to come, the glory of it, and your

interell in it, and how much your crown will be

brightened by the trials you have palled uncV^r here,

and dwell on the contemplation of it. Bend not your

eye fo much on the peril and length of your paflage,

as on the longed-for fliore th;it lies beyond it : and rec-

kon the furges of that dreadful gulph which is yet be-

twixt you and it, but as fo many ftrokes to waft you

thither. This was the courfe that Mofes took, (Heb.

xi. 26.) and Chrift himfelf, (chap. xii. 2.) Nothing

fo blunts the edge of Satan's temptations, or the world's,

as this faith of GOD's eled. Therefore, fee that

you hold fad your faith; keep it as your life (keep

that, and it will keep you), and ]et it not go until

ye die. Then, indeed, it will leave you, becaufe

then it will have done you all the fervice it can, even

the whole of what it was ordained for. But (hall

faith then be diiTolved and go to nothing ? I would

rather exprefs it, as the apoftle doth the dare of the

iaints that fhall be found alive at CHRIST'S com-

ing, *' they (hall not die, but they (hall be changed,'*

(i Cor. XV. 51.) Faith lliall then be turned into

light, and we (hall have the real prefence, full pof-

feffion, and perfed: fruition of that blefTednefs we

have believed and hoped for. And then (hall we fay

to our glorious Redeemer, Thou art the GOD that

haft fed me all my life long ; thy fleih has been

meat indeed, and thy blood drink indeed : many a

good meal have I had upon it in the valley of Baca

;

even feafts of fat things, and wine on the lees : other

bridegrooms and faviours have done worthily, but

thou excelled them all ; they fet forth their bed at

fird, but thou had kept the good wine until now

!

flenw
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Infer, VII. Gather hence both the reafon and

rationality of the faints defires to be diifolved, (Phil.

2. 23,.) They knew, that when this earthly taber-

Eacle went down, they had a better and more capa-

ciox]s hpilding in heaven, (2 Cor. v. 1,2.) They

aafa found, that fpirits, dwelling in fleQi, are too

much ftraitened and infirm, either to bear the glory

they were made for, or to exprefs an anfwerable

tliankfulnefs for it : and for this they groaned ; no?

to be unclothed, as weary of their prefent (late ; buc

to be cloathed upon with their houfe from heaven,

{ ver. 4. ) They were now the fons of GOD, ( i John,

iii. 2.) but what they fhould be, and fain would be,

did not appear to them, nor could, until the vail

was rent, which hung (as yet) between them and

the holy of holies. The firft fruits of the SPIRIT,

(Rom. viii. 23. 2 Cor. i. 22.) which were both an

earned: and foretafte of future glory, (Eph. i. 14.)

infpired them with fervent defires of liberty; that

glorious liberty which belonged to them, as being-

the fons of GOD, (Rom. viii. 21.) They had, by

faith, laid hold on eternal life : this they had ftill in

their eye, and earneflily purfued : and fo intent they

were upon jt, that they even forgot what was be-

hind, (Phil. iii. 14.) though very memorable in its

time: the much they had attained, they counted

for nothing, to what was coming ; nor reckoned for

any coft, to gain that ineftimable pearl, namely,

the prize of the high calling of GOD in CHRIST,
(Phil. iii. 13.) This they knew was a thing too big

for mortal fenles, though as liighly refined and fu-

bli mated as capable of while mortal, and therefore

longed for that day, when immortality (liould be

their clothing. The love of GOD ihed abroad in

their
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tlieir hearts, (Rom. v. 5.) had given fuch a divine

tin6ture,.and fo transformel and widened their fouls,

as nothing could fatisfy, but that immenfe deep from

whence it came. They knew, that when CHRIST,
their life, fliould appear, they (hould be like him,

and (hould fee him as he is, (Col. iii. 4.) not under

fliadows, as of old -, nor in a (late of humiliation, as

when upon earth ; nor, as fince, under memorials

"'and reprefentations ; but in his (late of glory: .the

light of which would transform them into his image

indeed ; and until then they could not fay, It is

enough. They knew, that the very quintefience

of heavenly beatitude conlifls in the vifion of GOD;
and that heaven itfelf, with all that innumerable

company of angels, and fpirits of juft men made per-

fect (though a very glorious and defirable fociety),

would not fatisfy heaven-born fouls, if the LORD
himfelf were not there in his glory : hence thole holy

exclamations and outcries, " Whom have I in hea-

*' ven but thee!" (Pfal. Ixxiii. 25.) and, '' When
'' Ihall I come and appear before GOD," (Pfalm

Ixii. 2.) Good Jacob would go and fee his beloved

Jofeph before he died ; and thefe would die to go

and fee theirs. Thus does the kingdom of heaven

(as it were) fuffer violence a fecond time from the

heirs of falVation ; they know it is theirs; and that

they were wrought for that felf-fame thing; and, be-

ing theirs, they might lawfully take it, by force upon

all carnal impediments, (Matt. xi. 12. 2 Cor. v. 5.)

Infer, VIIL To dole all : you have feen what

Paul and others did; go you and do likewife; '' haf-

*' ten to the day of GOD," (2 Pet. iii. 12.) and wait

for ir, as they that watch for the morning, i. At

fedionately, as a thing greatly defirable, efpecially

aficr
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after a dark and toilfome night. 2. Eatiendy, and
with quietnefs , not precipitating, but as knowing
it will come, and thar in the fitted time. 3. Atten-

tively, as not willing to lofe the fmaileft found of

your Mafter's feet. 4. With diligence alfo, and pre-

parednefs ; that neither oil nor lighting may be to

feek when the cry is made. Be always ready, and
then groan: groan (I fay) for that day of glory,

when life and immortality fliall be brought to light in

perfedion : when yourfelf, with all the eledl of GOD,
meeting in that great and general affembly, the

" church of the firft-born which are written in hea-

" ven,'* (Heb. xii. 23.) may be entirely, univer-

fally, and everlafhingly taken up in admiring eleding

love, which fo glorioufly and happily (hall have

wrought all our works for us, and brought us to the

ultimate end it defigned us for; which was, to be

ever with the LORD; to fee him as he is; and to

experience the fum of that great petition in the xviith

of John, " That they may be one in us,'* (John,

xvii. 21.26.) And, in your way thither, carry this af-

furance ftill before you ; that the fame hands which

laid the foundation, will alfo lay the top-flone, and

that with fhoutings ; and you fhall lift up, to eternity,

that loud and joyful acclamation, " Grace, grace

" unto it," (Zech. iv. 7. 9.)* " Happy art thou,

" O Ifrael ; who is like unto thee, O people, faved

*' by the LORD, the fliield of thine help, and the

*' fword of thine excellency ! all thine enemies fhall

*' be found liars unto thee; and thou fl|alt tread

" upon tliOT high places!" (Deut. xxxiii. 29.

2 Sam. xxii. i, ^r.) and, w^hich is more than angels

and men can utter befides, " GOD fliall be all in

" all!" (i Cor. XV. 28.) to proclaim which, was

the end of this work. Amen.
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